WHO SHALL ESCAPE THE GREAT TRIBULATION
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Luke 21:36, Revelation 2:10

There is coming upon the world a time of great trouble when God is going to turn the world over into the hands of the devil and the antichrist for three and a half years of hell on earth. It will be a time of terrible destruction, anarchy everywhere, peace taken away from the earth, an awful judgment of God poured out upon a world that has forgotten Him and His Christ. We are headed for it right now.

There are certain people who are not going to be on earth when that time comes, and there are certain people who are. God's Word says plainly that many shall escape.

Now some scholars believe that all genuine Christians shall escape the Great Tribulation Period. They say it doesn't make any difference how a Christian has lived, whether or not he is a backslider or has secret sin in his life, he will escape. He may have lived very carelessly, or have been unfaithful to the Lord, may have neglected prayer and Bible study, yet all born again Christians shall be included in the Rapture‑--when the Lord takes up His church, just before the Tribulation Period breaks upon the earth, given over by God to the devil.

There is another group of scholars who believe that all Christians living at that time shall go right on through the Tribulation Period. Some of the greatest saints in history believed this. George Muller was one who believed this. He was one of the holiest men the church ever had. Hudson Taylor, the founder of the China Inland Mission, was another who believed this and said in his writings that the whole church shall be called on to go through the Tribulation Period.

There is another group of Bible men who believe that BOTH truths are found in the Word of God, that is, that there will be some Christians who will escape, and some who will not. This group believes that only SOME Christians will escape, those who have lived the Christian life earnestly, and those who have been careless in their prayer life and testimony and study of the Word will not escape. These shall be left on earth to go through the Tribulation judgments.

Now let us look at some passages that deal with WHO SHALL ESCAPE the Great Tribulation.

The first truth that is obvious in the Word is that the person who es​capes must be a Christian. All who do escape are Christians, born again. God's Word says the Tribulation is a time of trouble that is coming upon those who "dwell" upon the earth. The word dwell means literally "to settle down permanently, "indicating that the earth was their home and they had no hope of heaven. They were not like Abra​ham, who dwelt in tents because he was looking for a City whose builder and architect is God. We don't have to live in tents today to be a man like Abraham was, but we do have to prove in our hearts and lives that the world is not our home, that we are ready to move when the Lord says, "move" in His service and we are ready to move up when the Lord calls. We MUST be born again if we are going to escape the Tribulation judgments to burst upon this earth.

There is another passage it is wise for us to consider. In Luke 21.36, af​ter the Lord has talked about the Tribulation Period that is coming on the earth, upon all that dwell on the earth, He says, verse 36, "Watch ye, therefore, and pray always that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass and to stand before the Son of Man." Peo​ple who say that ALL Christians are going to be caught up say it is a mat​ter of Grace and not of Works. But this passage says it is a matter of Worthiness. Worthiness, of course, cannot be grace. Jesus says here that escaping the Tribulation is dependent upon watching and praying and being counted worthy. Will every Christian, then, be counted worthy to escape the Tribulation? Will the Christian who is NOT watching for His Return, isn't thinking about His Second Coming, escape? People say, "I don't know anything about the Second Coming and I don't think anyone else does, either." Even preachers sometimes do not preach on the Second Coming of Christ, do not love His Appearing, do not watch and pray about it. The Lord says, "WATCH, for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of Man COMETH." There are multitudes of CHRISTIANS today who are not praying, who do not have a consistent prayer‑life. Here the Lord says we are to PRAY, that we might ESCAPE it. How can we be sure of escaping it when the Lord tells us we are TO PRAY that we might escape it? That is a solemn passage of Scripture, isn't it, friends? "Watch ye, pray, that ye may be counted WORTHY, to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man. Worthy to escape the Tribulation, worthy to stand in the Presence of Jesus. Beloved friends, that is solemn. Whatever we may think, or whatever we may say, about those who will escape the Great Tribulation, in my own mind and soul I have always believed that all Christians would escape the Tribulation Period. But I'll tell you what I am doing. I have searched deeply the whole teaching of the New Testament on this subject, and of salvation and of standing in His Presence, and I have boiled it down to two points: first, TRUST CHRIST and His Blood alone to save us from our sins; second, WORK with all your heart FOR LOVE OF the Lord Jesus Christ! If I do those two things I have nothing to worry about.

So we have the three positions, those who believe that ALL Christians will escape, those who believe that ALL will go right on through it, and those who believe that SOME will escape and some will be left. Whatever you believe, you will be safe if you trust Christ alone for salvation, and work with all your heart in love for Him, praying and watching, as earnestly as you know how. You certainly won't be left behind in the Tribulation Period.

In Revelation 2:10 we read, "Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer. Behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison that ye may be tried, and ye shall have tribulation ten days. But be thou faithful unto death and I will give thee a crown of life." BE THOU FAITHFUL! Faithful​ness is the thing we ought to be con​cerned about.

Then notice Revelation 3:10. The Lord says, speaking of the Tribulation Period, "Because thou hast kept the Word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation which shall come upon all the world to try them that dwell upon the earth. "The "hour of temptation" is literally, the "hour of testing." There is coming a time that will test men's very souls, because of the judgments of the Lord. Now the Lord says, "Because thou hast kept the Word of my patience, I will KEEP THEE FROM the hour of temptation." So, you see, being kept from that hour is dependent upon OUR keeping the Word of His patience, obeying Him, as found in the New Testament.

So according to the statements of these passages, if we escape the Tribu​lation, first of all, WE MUST BE CHRISTIANS. Second, WE MUST PRAY AND WATCH AND LIVE WORTHILY that we may escape the things coming to pass. Third, WE MUST KEEP THE WORD, WHICH JESUS HAS WRITTEN, found in the four Gospels. Friends, We must be FAITHFUL, and die rather than be UNFAITHFUL!

I wonder if I am speaking today to some Christian who has been unfaith​ful to the Lord. You have said, once saved, always saved. All are go​ing to escape the Tribulation Period. I've heard all those things. So I'll rest in that once‑saved‑always‑saved teach​ing. So I'll go on living in sin and carelessness and neglect and prayer​lessness." Listen, friend, the safest thing for you and for me and for all of us is to live holy lives, make sure we are saved, pray, keep the Word of His patience, and ask Him that we might be counted worthy to escape the things that are coming to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man.

Nothing is so important to you and to me, first, to trust Christ as our personal Saviour, and second, to serve Him with all our hearts, out of love for Him and what He has done for us. Will you do it?
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