WHERE ART THOU?

Jesse M. Hendley

Genesis 3:9, Genesis 4:10, First Samuel 30:13

Today I want to give you three searching questions from the Word of God, directed to unconverted sinners. Let me ask you first, however, what your chances are of going to heaven. An inquiring photographer of The New York News asked the following question of seven persons: "What are your chances of going to heaven when you die?" Judging from their answers, only one out of the seven had the faintest idea of the Way of Heaven, and even he confused it with his good works.

The first person said that she had no personal chance, but because her father was a good man and she knew he'd put in a good word for her, she knew she had a great chance.

The second person made a joke of the question and answered that his chances were pretty slim because he couldn't play a harp.

The third person said her chances were about one out of twelve, but she didn't tell why.

The fourth said she spent so much of her time in taxicabs and had had so many close calls that her chances of being hit and going to heaven seemed excellent.

The fifth said the requirements for admission into heaven were beyond his poor limitations, yet this same person said that the Bible holds out one big hope for all poor sinners, and that is if you do good you would get there somehow by the grace of God.

The sixth person said, "How can I possibly tell?" And she asked her husband.

When the husband was asked, he said she had a good chance because she joined the church of her own accord.

All seven persons IGNORED THE SAVIOUR! One would think they had never heard of the LORD JESUS CHRIST WHO DIED FOR OUR SINS, THE JUST FOR THE UNJUST THAT HE MIGHT BRING US TO GOD. There are so many people who have no inkling in the world why they might go to heaven. Some people hardly ever think of heaven. Some talk about it occasionally. But as far as having any REAL HOPE of heaven is concerned, they reveal that they have none.

What are your chances, friend, of Heaven?

I want to present to you now three searching questions found in the Word of God. The first is in Genesis 3:9. WHERE ART THOU? Where are you? That question was asked by God, of Adam. You remember that Adam and Eve had sinned against the Lord. They had brought distress and trouble into their hearts and lives. God had been walking with them in the cool of the day in the garden, but one time when the Lord was gone, the serpent came and tempted them to disobey God, to act in rebellion against God, and they ate of the forbidden fruit. Shame came upon them, and they tried to hide from God. God came walking in the cool of the day again, wanting fellowship with these whom He had made for Himself, and He called out, lovingly, "Adam, where art thou?" Where was Adam? Hiding from God, because of his sins. Pain, unrest, disturbance, conviction of conscience. Already suffering had come in. "Where are thou?"

The answer to the unsaved soul is, "Thou art on the road to Hell." You are away from God, in sin, out of fellowship with God. Where are you, friend? That is an important question. Where are you today in relationship to God? Are you walking with Him, or are you hiding from Him? As though a man COULD hide from God Who seeth in the dark! God knows all our ways! He knows all our thoughts. We can hide NOTHING from Him. Where art thou? How is it with thy soul? Lost! Without God, without hope! As far as any real hope of heaven is concerned, you have none. Where are you, spiritually, in regard to God and heaven and salvation and eternal life? Where are you in regard to prayer? How long has it been since you really prayed? Since you really talked to God? Really sought His Face in holy prayer? Where are you in regard to the Bible? How long has it been since you let God speak to you through His Holy Word? Where are you in regard to the church? You have neglected God's House and the preaching of His Word, neglected Sunday School and God's Day. Where are you, parents, in regard to your children's souls, when you do not take them to God's House to see that they grow in the admonition and in the nurture of the Lord? Unconverted sinner, thou art on the road to Hell. Where are you today? Where were you yesterday? Where were you last week, last month? Where were you that awful night when sin stepped across the threshold of your soul and you lost something more precious to you than life itself? Where are you, young man? Young woman? Divorced man? Divorced woman? Where are your children God gave you to raise for Him? Where are they? Drifting into sin, in the ways of the world, on down to Hell? That is a searching question GOD IS ASKING YOU. He is asking you in LOVE, to AWAKEN YOU OUT OF THE SLEEP OF DEATH.

The second question is found in Genesis 4:10. WHAT HAST THOU DONE? You remember that was spoken to one who had sinned. What hast thou done? That was the lament of God, after a man had destroyed himself. Many a man has cried, "What have I done!" after he has sinned. It was the cry of a man who not long ago, in a drunken orgy, murdered his wife. The next day when he came to himself, he was shaking the prison bars, saying, "What am I in here for?" and they told him, "Man, you murdered your wife." "Murdered my wife? What have I done! What have I done!”? What an awful awakening!

I'll tell you something worse than that. To get KILLED AND AWAKEN IN HELL. One minute here, the next in Hell. "What have I done!”? You have sinned. What have you done, adulterer? What have you done, adulteress? What have you done, drunkard? Sinner you are ruining yourself, blasting yourself, damning yourself. Will a man burn down his house over his head? Yes. Will a man cut his own throat? YES! Then they scream, "Will a man damn his own SOUL, when God's Arms are outstretched and heaven's door is opened wide? Will a man refuse? Will he plunge into hell willfully? YES? Then they scream, "What have I done!" I sit over the pit of hell and say to those souls, "What have you done?" And back they scream, "We have damned our own souls! We rebelled against God. We refused to walk in His way!"

God is speaking to you today. You are not in Hell yet. If you think on your way, and come back to God, it isn't too late. You still have this chance to come home to God.

The third question: "TO WHOM BELONGEST THOU?" 1 Samuel 30:13.

If you are unconverted, you don't be​long to Christ, you don't belong to God, you belong to the devil. A man can stay away from God so long that the devil will claim possession and God must give him up. Jesus turned to certain people in His day and said, "Ye are of your father, the devil." God wasn't their father! They were not born that way; they BECAME that way by choice, by turning their backs on God, rebelling against God, living their own lives, in the wrong way, and finally the devil took over. To whom belongest thou? "To the devil, lock, stock and barrel. I sold out to him. He offered me what I wanted and I took it. Now he has wrapped the coils and chains around me like the spider wraps the webbing around the fly, to devour it at his leisure."

These are three, solemn questions.

But let us look for a moment at the Christian, one who believes earnestly in the Lord Jesus Christ, one who has repented of his sins and taken the gift of God, Christ Jesus Himself, as the only hope of heaven.

"Christian, what hast thou done?" The answer is, "I have received Christ as my Saviour, for salvation."

"Christian, to whom belongest thou?" "I belong to God and Christ." Oh, isn't it wonderful to belong to God, to come down to the end of life's jour​ney saved, safe for eternity?

It is said that the last word Napoleon spoke was, "Josephine!" That adulter​ous wife, whom evidently the man loved in some strange way. When I am dying, I don't want to be calling any human being's name. I want to say, with the thief on the cross, "Lord, remember me. Don't forget me, Lord. If You do, I'm gone. Remember me, now and forever!" I want Him to say, "Today thou shalt be with Me, in paradise." Surely that is worth turning one's back on sin! The Christian turns to God, with his whole heart, trusting Him as Saviour and Lord.

Friend, where art thou? You say, "Preacher, I have sinned. I am lost."

To whom belongest thou? "I be​long to the devil, but I don't want to serve him anymore. I want to turn from the road to hell and get on the road to heaven! I want to turn from my sins and have God's salvation and free forgiveness. I want to belong TO CHRIST, lock, stock and barrel. I believe He loved me and died to save my soul."

Friend, you can turn to Him right now. Won't you bow your head right now and pray, "Lord, I'm get​ting off this road to hell and will turn from sin, coming to You, trusting You, wanting to serve You the rest of my days. I'll trust You like the thief on the cross, to take me to heaven." Will you do it?
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