WHAT IT MEANS TO BELIEVE IN THE HEART
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Romans Chapter 10

One day a man was felling trees in the woods. He saw a dead tree with its leafless branches. Said he, “That tree is fit only to be burned. It is dead and dry. I'll cut it down.” Instantly the thought came to him, “Am not I, too, only a dead tree, fit only to be burned?” He struck a few blows with his axe at that dead tree. Then the thought came, “Will God cut me down?” Suddenly he threw down his axe and started home, and when he reached home, he fell on his knees be​fore God, and repented of his sins. He knew he was a lost sinner, and he sought God's forgiveness, in Christ.

There is no other way, friends. NO OTHER WAY. All of us, like that man, are condemned unless we are found IN THE LORD JESUS.

Now we turn to the 10th chapter of this great Book of Romans, and we want to see what God has revealed about His great Plan of Salvation. The first thing we see there is that ZEAL is not enough to have to be saved. Paul says, “Brethren, my heart's desire and supplication to God for Israel is that they might be saved. For I bear them record that they have a ZEAL for God, but NOT ACCORDING TO KNOWL​EDGE.” Religious ZEAL is not enough. You can go everywhere and find a lot of zeal, without the true knowledge of God's Plan of Salvation. There are people in the world who will crawl on their knees, for miles, zealous for their religion, or prostrate themselves in agony before heathen temples, and they are ignorant of GOD and HIS PLAN OF SALVATION. Zeal in religious things is not the test of salvation. This chapter condemns the idea that “if I believe earnestly enough in religion, I will be all right.” Or, “If I am just sincere about what I believe, I'll be all right.” You can BELIEVE that a cer​tain poison is medicine, but if you take it, you'll die. ZEAL, not according to knowledge, is no test of whether your religion is true.

And Paul says, “Ignorance is no ex​cuse.” “They being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to es​tablish their OWN righteousness, they did not subject themselves to the right​eousness of God.” They were ignorant of God's righteousness, but their ignor​ance was not an acceptable excuse! So, zeal is not enough; and ignorance is no excuse.

These people were lost BECAUSE THEY TRIED TO ESTABLISH THEIR OWN RIGHTEOUSNESS. They tried to be righteous in God's eyes, wholly apart from His Plan in Christ. They tried to live right in their own esti​mation and said, “God, look at us. We are all right for heaven.” But God says NO MAN, himself, is all right for heaven. All have sinned, and have come short. No one cometh unto the Father but through Christ. So, they sought to establish THEIR OWN right​eousness.

We learn here that we MUST SUB​JECT OURSELVES to God's righteous​ness. That word “subject” suggests humility. It suggests that we must throw away our ideas of being “worthy,” that we are “good enough” for God's Presence. Now it isn't easy for human nature to admit unworthi​ness and ungodliness. The hardest

thing in the world for some people is to admit that they are wrong. I'll tell you right now, you will never be sav​ed until you admit that YOU ARE WRONG about getting to heaven by your own self. The only way we can be RIGHT and GO TO HEAVEN is for us to get rid of our FALSE righteous​ness. 

Look at verse 4: “Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth.” No LAW here. There is a group of people to​day who try to get Christians, believers in Christ, back under the Old Law. They are very suave, very careful; about the way they present themselves and their doctrine, as being truly God's followers. They talk to you about keeping Sabbath days, keeping the laws of the Old Testament, and so on. But this one passage settles forever the fact that they are wrong. For CHRIST is the end of the LAW. When you come to Christ and are in HIM in God's sight, you are no longer under the LAW. That rules out all who claim to come to God, who do not come THROUGH JESUS CHRIST. No matter how much they claim to be God's people, they are not. The only people of God are those who come through Christ, and in Christ we are not under the Law. We stand in the fact that Christ fulfilled all the laws demands. Only in Him are the demands settled. The law is all settled. People are no longer to strive to keep the law for salvation, but to be found in Christ, Himself the fulfillment of the whole law. All we have to do is come through Him, depend upon Him, and we will be accounted righteous in the eyes of God. We must submit to Him. This is God's Way. We must submit to His Plan. We must say, “I have no righteousness in myself, but Christ is perfect, and He is in my place, when God looks at me. He is in my place, as my Saviour.”

You may say, “Preacher, isn't that hard?” The answer is, No, it isn't hard. It is just by faith. Verse 9: “If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shall believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.” Christ died on the Cross for everyone. But everyone is not saved. Everyone is not going to be saved. Why? Because God is not forcing His salvation on anyone. He leaves it up to the individual to make the choice. Salvation comes only to those who do two things. The first is physical. The second is in the realm of thought. The first is the mouth: IF THOU SHALT CONFESS WITH THY MOUTH JESUS AS LORD. Nobody is going to be saved secretly. Christ didn't die secretly. We haven't sinned secretly. We know, others know, and God knows, that we are sinners. So we CONFESS JESUS--‑OPENLY. We confess Him openly, with our mouths. If I am ashamed to stand up anywhere, anytime, and confess the Lord Jesus Christ as Lord, I am not worthy to be called a Christian! There is no such thing as a “secret” CONFESSION of Christ. Confession is open. We are to tell others that Jesus is our Lord. We are not to be secretive, slipping around, whispering about our faith in Him. We are to be open and unashamed in taking our stand for Christ. That is the first part of this passage--‑ “If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus.”

The second part is not physical. It is metaphysical. It is in the realm of thought. “And believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him from the dead.” Do you believe that in your heart? The heart is the seat of thought, emotion and will. First we hear about Jesus; then we think about Him. When we hear the Scriptures about Christ, do we believe? Friends, I have heard the Story of Christ. I HAVE THOUGHT IT THROUGH. It has created an emotion of LOVE in my heart for the Lord Jesus. And that has led to an act of MY WILL. If you think about Jesus loving you and dying for you, you will LOVE HIM, and the natural thing is for you to want to confess Him. That is your will, your desire.

Notice, God says that THOU SHALT be saved. He doesn't say “Maybe.” What God says, goes. What God says STANDS when you approach the Gates of the City! What God says ABIDES throughout eternity. And WHOEVER has thought it through about Jesus Christ and His claims and His work on the Cross, will LOVE Him and their will is to confess Him openly!

A lot of people have heard and read about Jesus, but they have never said, “What does that mean to ME?” They have never had any emotion of love in their hearts for HIM. I beg you today if you have no love for the Lord Jesus, though you have heard of Him many times, to THINK IT THROUGH FOR YOURSELF, AND SEE WHAT HE MEANS TO YOU! I beg you to do it.

The Scripture says, “Whosoever believeth on Him shalt not be put to shame.” This is found in the preceding chapter, the last verse. If you BELIEVE ON HIM, you will not be put to shame! The Lord is rich unto all that call upon Him. Mark it down. Does the Scripture say, “Whosoever shall call upon the Name of the Lord --‑MAY get in?” No, if you put your faith in Him and trust Him, you shall be saved.

Thank God for those who herald the Good News, telling about the Great Invitation of God. People hear; then they believe; then they call upon Him! They ask Him to save them, and He answers their prayer, and they are saved for eternity! Whatever your sins may have been, WHOSOEVER CALLETH UPON THE NAME OF THE LORD SHALL BE SAVED. In turning yourself over to God, you shall be saved.

Do you believe the Word of the living God? Do you believe the statements of this Blessed Book? The Seed can be sown by hands little knowing what they're doing. Someone placed Bibles in the hotels of a city in western Canada. The owner of one hotel was angry. He gathered up all the Bibles and threw them out on a dump heap. A poor girl came to the dump, hoping to find something useful. She picked up a Bible and took it home. She began to read it. There the Seed fell on good ground and began to bear fruit. The girl found Christ as her Saviour. Her life was changed. She became good and kind and helpful. She began to tell others of her wonderful Saviour! Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.

You've heard it, friend. Have you believed? Have you acted on it? Do it now! Believe in Him. Will you do it?
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