“WE KNOW’---BLESSED TRUTH

Jesse M. Hendley

I John 3:14, 18-21 and 4:6

I have here a letter, which I want to answer, from the infallible Word of God. This dear lady writes that her mother says, “No one can really know that he is saved.” Well, let's look at God's Word and see.

One of the books of the Bible deals with the words, “We know.” Turn to First John, the third chapter, and verse 14. Can we KNOW that we are born again? Can we know that we are saved? Can we know NOW, before we die, that we will go to Heaven? Some people say, “No.” But their answer is not according to the Bible. God's Word is very plain. I John 3:14. “We KNOW that we have passed from death to life because we love the brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth in death.” That is a statement that tells us we CAN KNOW that we are saved. We can know we are going to heaven. To “pass from death unto life” is to be born again. That is an expression for a “saved” person. Out of death, into LIFE. Out of the state of death, into the state of LIFE. Out of alienation from God, a state of spiritual death, a state of sin, INTO FORGIVENESS, MERCY, AND THE FAVOR OF GOD AND THE PROMISE OF HEAVEN. Now we can know that we HAVE PASSED from death unto life. That is PAST TENSE. 

Thank God, I know I passed from death unto life twenty‑three years ago. When a person accepts the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord, he is born again, and he has passed already from death to life. We can know before we die, before Jesus comes, before we get our new bodies, before we enter heaven, that we HAVE THE GIFT OF ETERNAL LIFE AS A POSSESSION. Now how can we know we have it? Because we love the “brethren.” We love our fellow Christians.

I received a letter the other day from a woman who said, “I want to be born again. I read my Bible and I pray and love the Lord and I want to be born again.’ Well, I think she is already born again. I think that she is just looking at her feelings for the assurance of being born again. But the place to look for assurance is in the Bible. Study the passages in the Word of God. God says we can know we have passed from death to life, for we love the brethren. If we love CHRISTIANS (that means to love Christians in a Christian way), and if we love the House of God, and love the Lord's Day, love to be with the brethren and talk about the things of Christ and Heaven and Salvation and spiritual things, then we can know we are born again. We are children of God when we love the brethren. 

If you can say that, you are saved. You don't have to worry about being born again. You are already saved. You may say, “Well, I know I love Christians, but I don't FEEL saved.” The text doesn't say a thing about feeling like a Christian.” First John says over and over again, “We know, we know, we know,” but says nothing about “feeling” a certain way. LOVE is a feeling, and if you LOVE CHRISTIANS, then you have the right kind of feeling! You don't have to be born again a dozen different times. You don't get saved today, be lost tomorrow, and then get saved all over again. When we are born of the Spirit of God, we know we love the Lord Jesus and love the brethren.

Now God gives a solemn warning. “He that loveth not his brethren abideth in death.” If you love not your brethren, you are abiding in a state of death, eternal death, and separation from God. You are separated from Him now, will be separated from Him in death, and be separated from Him forever. You can't have hatred in your heart for ANYBODY, and say that you have LIFE. When the LOVE OF GOD is in your heart, you will love your brethren. 

The LOVE OF GOD IN THE HEART enables us to love even our enemies! That is the teaching of the word of God. You say, “Preacher, it is hard to love someone who is your enemy.” That's true. It is so hard that you CAN'T love him unless you are born again of the Spirit of God. You have got to have God's love in your heart. Loving God, loving the brethren, loving your enemies, loving this lost world, is a sign you have been born of God.

John says also, “Little children, let us not love in word, nor in tongue; but in deed and in truth. And hereby we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before Him. For if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart and knoweth all things. But if our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence toward God.” 

Let me call your attention to this truth. We can know we are “of the truth.” We have proof of this matter of salvation. It isn't error. We are not going to be lost. It isn't a lie we are hoping in. We can be sure of the truth. A person who is born again keeps and maintains an uncondemned heart. What does that mean? It means that after you are born again, and you live in this world, there are evil things constantly darting at a child of God. Evil comes through the eye‑gate, through the ear‑gate, through the thought‑gate. When we permit evil to dwell in our hearts and minds, allowing them to stay without confessing them to God and rejecting them, then our hearts become condemned in the sight of God. We have a sense of condemnation. 

Friend, this KNOWLEDGE of being born again does not abide in a condemned heart. The way to keep an uncondemned heart is to keep “confessed up” by going to God everyday. Have at least one time every day when you pray. David prayed three times a day, morning, noon and evening. We ought to have some time during the day when we go alone to God. We ought to confess everything we have allowed to enter our minds, every unholy thought, every unholy sight, everything we heard that was unholy, every act that was unholy, everything that might be displeasing to the Lord--‑since we were last in His Presence. Oh, may God help us today to keep the uncondemned heart clean before the Presence of the Lord!

The next passage is verse 24 of this great third chapter of First John.  “Hereby we know that he abideth in us; by the Spirit which He hath given to us.” We can know that Jesus lives in our hearts, that He remains in us, at the very center of our personality. 

Now we have a deep mystery here, a spiritual mystery. But thank God, it is a fact. Love is a mystery, friends; you cannot explain it. You cannot mathematize it--‑that is, you can't make it two‑times‑two‑is‑four. It doesn't work that way. How true it is of Jesus entering into our personality. There is a time when He isn't there. We are sinners, condemned, undone, not born again, without God and without hope. And then, we are converted and Christ comes into the very core of our personality and the very center of our thinking and our planning, our desires, our ambitions, and all that we are and have, and He abides within us as our constant Companion, “no longer lonely, for Jesus is the Friend of friends to me.” Now how can we know that? “Hereby we know that He abideth in us.” It is the Christ of God, not in some far‑off heaven, not in the pages of the Bible, not in somebody else's heart, but in our hearts. He is living there. How? By the Spirit which He has given us. 

Notice that the word Spirit is capitalized in the King James Version. The editors definitely recognize that the HOLY SPIRIT is mentioned here. “The Spirit, which He hath given to us.” Jesus gives the Holy Spirit to those who belong to Him. To those who are born again, the Holy Spirit comes into their hearts. The Spirit lives within your heart when you love God. Do you see that you are a sinner? Do you see your sins? That is the work of the Spirit of God. He convicts us of sin. He shows us God and His beauty. He shows us Heaven and makes us long for Heaven. He shows us Hell and makes us flee from Hell. He brings a sense of a holy awe and fear for God and spiritual things into our hearts. He makes us love the Bible as the very Word of God. These are evidences of the Spirit Whom He has given to us abiding in our hearts. To have Christ is to have the Spirit. To have the Spirit is to have Christ. If you can say, “Preacher, I know that I love God, I know that I love Heaven, I know that I have seen the condemnation of my own sins, I know that I have seen Jesus as my only Hope, and as best I know have put my trust in Him,” then I say to you, that you can say, “I am among those who know that Christ abides within. The Lord abideth in me because of His Spirit which He hath given.” Isn't that a wonderful statement? It is glorious to know that.

The next passage concerning KNOWING we are saved is verse 6 of the fourth chapter. “We are of God: he that knoweth God heareth us; he that is not of God heareth not us.  Hereby know we the spirit of truth and the spirit of error.” Now there are two great spirits in the world; the spirit of truth and the spirit of error. People say, “I hear so many things. How can I know what is right?” “What is truth?” Well, here is the answer. He that knoweth God heareth spiritual men. “He that is not of God heareth not us.” Now John is speaking of the apostles and of the New Testament. He is saying that the person who is really of God and has the truth listens to apostolic teaching found in the New Testament, listens to us, listens to me, because I am inspired,” John says, “of the Spirit of God, and I being inspired by the Spirit of God cannot speak error, but truth; and whenever you find those who do not teach exactly what the apostles taught, you may know that they are in error. Whenever you hear somebody say, “You've got to keep the Ten Commandments to go to Heaven,” you can know that they are not of the New Testament, and they are not of the Apostles, because SALVATION IS BY FAITH IN CHRIST, not by keeping certain laws. Salvation is by the Spirit of God in our hearts, loving Christ, believing on Him. 

There are other errors in the world today. A lady called me the other day and told me that someone was denying the Blessed Holy Spirit, His Deity, His Personality. That is the Spirit of ERROR. The teaching of the Apostles is that the Holy Spirit is co‑equal with God and is a definite Personality, equal with God the Father and God the Son. So we can know that we are of God if we listen to the Apostles.

If you say, “Preacher, I don't know that I am of God,” bow your head right now and yield to Jesus, trust Him as your Saviour, and let His Spirit come into your heart.

Here is the testimony of James M. Gray about Chirst coming into his heart. He said, “One night after an evening of excitement with some worldly people, my eye fell on the sentence, ‘Every soul not already won to Jesus is already lost.’ It was like an arrow of conviction to my soul. An overwhelming sense of my lost and helpless condition fell upon me. My soul was hanging over the abyss. I had absolutely no plea but for mercy. I had said my prayers since childhood, but that night, like Saul of Tarsus, I really prayed, and the Blessed Saviour placed upon my lips, ‘God, be merciful to me a sinner.’ In my agony, I uttered it on the floor, and God heard it, and saved my soul.”

Oh, right now He will save you! Will you let Him?
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