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Psalm 15:1

RIGHTEOUSNESS is a word we seldom hear these days, and it needs to be heard again.

We are living, friends, in days of UNRIGHTEOUSNESS, in days of sordidness, in days of horrible SIN.

Listen to these words. The depth of sin as now openly sanctioned passes all imagination. A joint committee on psychiatry and the law, appointed by the British Medical Association, and the Magistrates Association, in its report on "the criminal law and social offenders, recommends that homosexual practices, if done in private should not be punishable at all." Now here is open sanction of sodomy. In one of the strongest indictments of sin in the Bible, the sodomites are described as WICKED and SINNERS BEFORE THE LORD EXCEEDINGLY! That is Genesis 13:13: Here we have medical men, psychiatrists, and judiciaries, leaders of the British Medical Association and the Magistrates Association, representatives of medicine and law, solemnly putting their 0. K. on a SIN that God Almighty burned a city down to the ground to get rid of! And brother, GOD IS STILL THE SAME. Men have changed, but not God. Today this sin of the vilest sort is approved and condoned by men. We are headed for the days of Noah as sure as we are here, the days before the Flood, when God saved only eight souls on the face of the earth. God SAID that in the last days it would become that way. They little dream--‑these doctors and men of law‑--of the consequences of their stand, upon men. God's Word says, in Luke 17:29, these words, from the lips of Jesus Christ: "In the day that Lot went out from Sodom, it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed them all. After the same manner shall it be in the day when the Son of Man is revealed." Sodomites! Lustful men and women! It is on record that there are such people in our own government--‑they have the names of them‑--that are living such lives, and they have not been purged from the government rolls whatever, much less the authorities taking the stand of God Almighty against their sin. GOD'S LAWS are being ignored. God is being ignored by the U.N. God's revealed will is flagrantly being set aside by men. Such men are challenging God Almighty to judgment, and God is going to answer the challenge with fire and brimstone! Because God is a RIGHTEOUS GOD, and He is going to JUDGE SIN.

In Psalm 1 we read, "Blessed is the man who walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. His delight is in the law of the Lord and in His law doth he meditate day and night. He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water that bringeth forth its fruit in its season. His leaf also shall not wither, and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. THE UNGODLY ARE NOT SO! But are as the chaff which the wind driveth away. Therefore, the WICKED shall NOT STAND, in the judgment, nor SINNERS in the congregation of the righteous. For the Lord knoweth the way of the righteous. But the WAY OF THE UNGODLY SHALL PERISH." The man who walks that way perishes, too. There is no doubt about it. That is GOD'S WORD.

Are you living an ungodly life? Do you expect anything else but judgment from God? You can't live wrong and die right! YOU CAN'T LIVE IN SIN AND MEET GOD IN PEACE. Friend, you have got to meet Him; you can't avoid it. I must meet Him; you must meet Him. My children must meet God; your children must meet God. My wife must meet God; your wife must meet God. Every human being that God has created, He has created to be with Himself. It is APPOINTED TO ALL MEN TO DIE, AND AFTER THIS, JUDGMENT! Judgment! The judgment of God UPON SIN. And God means what He says.

Is there something wrong in your life, friend? Has God been putting his finger on it? Have you been trying to avoid God's pointing it out to you? You'd better get rid of that sin! It's like a cancer eating at your soul! It will destroy you, and damn you, and bring you to Hell, and shut you out of heaven, rob you of peace and happiness and joy. I wouldn't be against sin, and God wouldn't either, if it wouldn't HURT you. God is AGAINST SIN because sin will hurt you, it will take you and hurl you into Hell, it would usurp the universe and take His Place, it would turn heaven into a hell, if it possibly could! If SIN could writhe its way into the presence of God, it would hurl down all RIGHTEOUSNESS, turn the angels to demons, and God Himself into the vilest sinner, if it could! THAT IS WHY GOD IS AGAINST SIN.

If you could see the results of sin as I see it, as every true minister sees it, see its damnable consequences--‑you would hate it. You would stamp it out. You would kill it as you would kill a serpent. God is not going to stop till he banishes sin from the earth. God is going to root it out of the earth. There is coming a time when sins will never be known, no more lust, and sodomy, filthy magazines and novels for your children to read in the drugstores, no more accounts of sin in the newspapers. How far will modern editors and writers go in publishing dirty, evil, suggestive stories and pictures? How far can they go?

Listen to this question. It is found in Psalm 15:1. "Lord, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? Who shall dwell in thy holy hill?" That is a question all thinking people will ask. "Lord, who can go to heaven and be with You? I want to go. What kind of man does it take to go to heaven and live with You and dwell in Your holy hill?"

Here is God's answer: "He that walketh uprightly and worketh righteousness and seeks the truth in his heart." The man who has any hope of being saved is a man who believes on Jesus Christ. Walking uprightly, working righteousness, and seeking the Truth is all in Jesus Christ. The true Christian lives uprightly, doing right, seeking the truth. A Christian lives right before men and before God. Such a man goes to live in God's holy hill.

Many a time preachers get up, and over the casket of a man, who has lived WRONG, say false things about him. If the preacher is ignorant of the man's life, it may be excusable. But I tell you, it is an awful thing for a preacher to eulogize over the body of a man who has been living in sin and had never repented and taken Jesus Christ to save his soul! Many a time a preacher has read the Sacred Scriptures and beauti​ful words over the body of a man who lived and died in sin. And out there in the audience, his wife KNOWS he is not telling the truth. She has lived with this husband, and she knows. The neighbor says, "Well, he is not telling the truth about him; I've lived next door to him twenty years, and I know how he lived." The children say in their own hearts, that such things are not the truth about their father. Drunkards and liars and thieves and adulterers and gossipers and slanderers and all the rest of them‑--they'll not be in the place God has prepared for the redeemed!

God tells us who will live in His holy Presence. "Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? Who shall stand in His holy place?" God answers, "He that hath clean hands and a pure heart."

Clean hands. A pure heart. Do you have those two requisites for standing before God?

If the Lord called you right now, would your heart be pure? That means, inside there is no evil, Your thoughts would be clean. You don't dwell on evil thoughts, sordid stories, and suggestive tales. You do not attend things that provoke evil in your mind and soul. You do not walk with companions the conversation of whom is evil. You don't read filthy magazines. You turn away, like holy Job of old.

If you were called now, would your hands be clean? What did your hands handle last night? Last week? Last month? What did your hands handle that was evil and sinful in the sight of God? What did you do that was filled with iniquity, back there some days ago?

Only the man with clean hands and a pure heart will go and live with God. Friend, God loves you. Christ loves you. Go to the Lord right now and confess your sins, Repent of them, give them up, and take Christ as your personal Saviour. He will give you clean hands and a pure heart if you let Him. Will you do it?
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