TROUBLE ------ IT’S ONLY REMEDY

Jesse M. Hendley

Joshua 7:26

I want to speak to you now from Joshua, chapter 7, verse 26, on "Trouble and Its Only Remedy." Achan and the Valley of Achor.

The term "Valley of Achor" is used three different times in the Bible. Joshua 7:26, Isaiah 65.10, and Hosea 2:15. It is the PLACE OF TROUBLING. The word Achan, which is used of the man, is used also of the valley. Both of them have as their root meaning, TROUBLE. Well, we are in a world of trouble. People speak of trouble a lot.

Let us look at the text a moment. Joshua 7:26. "Wherefore the name of that place was called the valley of Achor." The valley of troubling, the place of trouble.

We learn in verse 10 the futility of prayer where there is sin unconfessed. Let's get the picture. You remember that God had commanded the people to go into the city and destroy it, destroy it utterly and completely. God said that the children of Israel should not take a spoil of anything they found. They were to leave things just as they were. That was an explicit command of God, and God has His reasons for His commands. The Lord knows that there is such a thing as discipline. He is the One Who is to tell us what we are to do. He knows what is best for us, even as parents know what is best for a child. Many children do not understand why they must obey their parents. But God in wisdom and love gave that command for children to obey parents. Later on, children who do not understand it and disobey their parents, learn that God was right and they were wrong and they are sorry. There must be discipline. There must be sovereignty. There must be direction. There must be headship. And the headship and sovereignty, of course, is in the Hands of God.

Now Achan found there something that he wanted. A Babylonish garment and a wedge of gold. He stole it, and he hid it in his tent. But God saw what he had done, and it was an awful thing. Then the Lord spoke unto Joshua and said (verse 10 of the seventh chapter),"Get thee up, wherefore liest thou thus on thy face?" We learn the futility of prayer where there is sin unconfessed! Get up off your face! Ordinarily, God is well pleased with men on their faces before him in prayer. We read of postures in prayer. We read about kneeling in prayer. We read about walking in prayer. We read about sitting in prayer. We read about prayer on one's face. We read about prayer in various postures. Here Joshua was PRAYING. 

Joshua knew that the curse of God was upon Israel. They fled before their enemies because of sin in the camp. Up till this time, Israel was invincible! Before her foes, Israel drove them back. She destroyed her enemies. But now, they fell before the presence of their enemies. Why? SIN is in the camp! So Joshua was on his face in prayer. But God says, NO. FIRST CONFESSION AND THEN PRAYER. Confession is the thing that gets rid of sin. Nothing else. God doesn't say, "If you pray about it." God says, "If you confess your sin." Then He is faithful and just to forgive us. You can pray till you're blue in the face, but if you don't confess your sin and give it up, God won't listen to you. He'll say, "Get up off your face. CONFESS YOUR SINS if you want Me to forgive you." It is confession that brings forgiveness, not prayer.

I wonder if I am speaking to someone now and God is speaking to you about SIN IN YOUR LIFE. I know of a great man of God, a man who has turned out to be one 

of God's greatest men. He told how once he had sin in his heart and life. He said he used to pray by a certain chair, where he had gotten used to praying, there in his room, a specific place. And he said that every time he would go to that chair, a certain SIN would rise up before his eyes. He couldn't see God's Face; he couldn't concentrate on God, prayer fled from his heart and soul. That SIN came up before his eyes! The FUTILITY OF PRAYER. God was saying to him, "Get up! Go straighten up that debt, and get straight with your fellow man, and then, come back and talk to Me. Then I'll talk to you. Prayer will be worth something. But you are not now on praying ground. Get up off your face. It's all hypocrisy. I'm not interested in listening to you." That's what God says where there is unconfessed sin.

Now the next thing is The UNCONTROLLABLE RESULTS OF UNCONFESSED SIN. Verse 11. God says, "Israel hath sinned." All Israel hadn't sinned; it was only Achan, one man. But God said, "ISRAEL hath sinned, and they have also transgressed my covenant (THEY have), which I have commanded them. They have even taken of the accursed thing, and have also stolen, and dissembled also, and they have put it even among their own stuff." We cannot get away from the fact, friends, that we are united one to another. We are learning that in this world. We are learning that we cannot isolate war, and put it out as a little fire. We have to get together to put it out. When the men who sit in the Kremlin act, ALL RUSSIA acts, and ALL RUSSIA takes the consequences. When the President of the United States and the Congress move, the whole United States moves, and we have to take it whether we like it or not. We don't like taxes, but we take them because it is the order of our government, and we are included. And so it is with sin. A man says, "I am not hurting anybody when I drink." What about that wife and children? What about the needs round about you---the boss on the job. You don't give him decent work because of that clouded mind. You're destroying that body of yours that doesn't belong to you--‑it belongs to God. 

The uncontrollable results of unconfessed sin! When YOU sin, OTHERS ARE HURT. Do you get it? You can't sin without others being hurt. You just can't do it. A man puts a gun to his temple and says, "I'm going to end it all and get out of the way." But somebody carries the heartache of it. A boy drinks till he commits a terrible crime and goes to the electric chair. He says, "I haven't hurt anyone but myself." But yonder is that precious old mother with an aching heart that she carries down to her grave. The results of sin! Look out, brother. You're not alone; you are hurting your wife and children and friends and neighbors and the whole world! You are sinning against the whole world! YOUR SIN is having an effect that you don't dream about! You'll see them over yonder in eternity. Then you'll wish you hadn't sinned.

The next thing we learn is the painful results of unconfessed sin. The nation ‑ the whole nation was defeated because of the sin of Achan. Therefore the children of Israel could not stand before their enemies. Do you get that, my friends? Our boys are dying in the service of our country. There are high taxes. Our country is at war. ALL BECAUSE OF THE PEOPLE WHO ARE SINNING. There was cowardice. They turned their backs before their enemies. Cowardice was brought on by sin. God leaves them and departs. He leaves them to their doom, EXCEPT ………… Thank God for the EXCEPTS in the Bible! EXCEPT YE DESTROY THE ACCURSED FROM AMONG YOU." God is speaking to somebody right now. Friend, you are defeated, you are doomed, you are going to Hell, you are going to the judgment of God, you are damning yourself body, soul and spirit, EXCEPT YE REPENT OF YOUR SINS, EXCEPT YE COME TO JESUS CHRIST, EXCEPT YE PICK UP THIS BIBLE AND BEGIN TO LEAD A HOLY, GODLY LIFE, EXCEPT YE GET RIGHT WITH GOD! Oh, the painful results of sin!

"Oh," you say, "I'm not suffering very much, yet." Yes, but that "YET." It's coming on! The way of the transgressor gets harder and harder. It gets harder and harder to BREAK the shackles of sin! No, sin doesn't put on the pressure at first. Sin laughs you in! Sin shows you a good time, pretties everything up, perfumes the air, put roses in your hair, and makes you sing! But AFTER WHILE, brother, it reveals itself as the SORDID THING THAT IT IS. The perfume and the roses disappear. The band stops playing. The music ceases! And you are just left with ASHES, a worn out body and a diseased mind, an evil mind, a broken body, a damned SOUL. What an AWFUL THING SIN IS! You laugh at the preacher, but someday you won't laugh. Someday, if you don't repent, you'll be gnashing your teeth IN HELL, and you'll say, "I wish I had listened to that preacher! That man I called a fool! That man I said was only trying to scare people!"

What was the way out? Verse 13: "Take away the accursed thing from among you." Get rid of the thing that brought the curse upon you. I don't know what it is: what is the accursed thing in your life? What is it that will bring such results upon your mind, your body, your soul? What is it? Is it liquor? Is it beer? Is it evil magazines? Is it dirty novels? Is it places you go? Is it evil companions, friends who are not leading you on the way to God and holiness and purity? THERE IS ONLY ONE WAY OUT: GET RID OF THAT ACCURSED THING, AND DO IT NOW, BEFORE JUDGMENT STRIKES! Brother, when God begins to strike, it happens just like lightning! Like lightning! You'll be in the HELL you never dreamed you'd go to, the Hell you thought you'd have plenty of time to escape. You'll trifle till the last moment, when God gives days and hours of opportunity for SALVATION.

Notice also the inevitable consequences of sin. God says, "DEATH." Death is an awfully grim thing, brother. He that has taken of the accursed thing, God said, shall be burnt with fire, he and all that he has. The in​evitable CONSEQUENCES of SIN. GOD SAYS, "THE WAGES OF SIN IS DEATH." Death! GRIM DEATH. Put the crossbones and skull over your sin. That's what ought to be the label. It isn't pretty. Dress it up in mink, put it in beautiful garments, give it permanent waves, perfume it, put a rose in its hair; BUT THERE IS A GRINNING SKULL WITHIN. SIN IS POISON. SIN IS DAMN​ABLE.

And notice how much God HATES it. God hates sin so much that He has decreed as its punishment the most fearful thing that the human mind can think about‑FIRE. Now if you don't think that's so, you just go up to the Atlanta Journal‑Constitution and ask for the files on the Winecoff Hotel Fire. The awful gruesome pic​tures show people jumping from the fifth, six, seventh, eighth, ninth, tenth stories, to be splattered on the pavement below. WHAT would make people jump to such a death? Fire. Some people say, "Preacher, you are an old fogy. Are you trying to preach like the old evangelists who didn't know any better, ignorant men talking about ‘hell’ and ‘fire’?" MY FRIEND, GOD'S WORD SAYS FIRE. And God means what He says. Yes, "the Son of Man, when He cometh, shall gather out of His kingdom all things that offend and them which do iniquity and shall cast them into a furnace of fire, and there (not here, but THERE) shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth." OH, WHAT A FOOL A MAN IS TO TURN DOWN THE SALVATION OF GOD!

Friend, there is only ONE WAY OUT. The Lord Jesus Christ! HE took your death for you. I have good news. CHRIST died IN YOUR PLACE. He bore your sin. If you'll accept HIM as your Saviour, He will save you now. Won't you bow your head and pray, "God, be merciful to me a sinner, and save me now, for Jesus' sake." He'll SAVE you. Will you do it?
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