TRIBULATION IS COMING

Jesse M. Hendley

Judges 10:14

In Judges, chapter 10, verse 14, we have our text for today. I want to read you the story that you might review the background. Beginning with verse 1 of chapter 10:

And after Abimelech there arose to defend Israel Tola the son of Puah, the son of Dodo, a man of Issachar; and he dwelt in Shamir in mount Ephraim.

And he judged Israel twenty and three years, and died, and was buried in Shamir.

And after him rose Jair, a Gileadite, and judged Israel twenty and two years.

He had thirty sons who rode on thirty ass colts, and they had thirty cities, which are called Havoth‑jair unto this day, which are in the land of Gilead.

And Jair died, and was buried in Camon.

And the children of Israel did evil again in the sight of the Lord and served Baalim, and Ashtoroth, and the gods of Syria, and the Gods of Zidon, and the gods of Moab, and the gods of Ammon, and the gods of the Philistines, and forsook the Lord and served not Him.

And the anger of the Lord was hot against Israel, and He sold them into the hands of the Philistines, and into the hands of the children of Ammon.

And that year they vexed and oppressed the children of Israel, eighteen years, all the children of Israel that were on the other side Jordan in the land of the Amorites, which is in Gilead.

Moreover the children of Ammon passed over Jordan to fight also against Judah, and against Benjamin, and against the house of Ephraim; so that Israel was sore distressed.

And the children of Israel cried unto the Lord, saying, We have sinned against Thee, both because we have forsaken our God and also served Baalim.

And the Lord said unto the children of Israel, Did not I deliver you from the Egyptians, and from the Amorites, from the Philistines?

The Zidonians also, and the Amalekites, and the Maonites, did oppress you; and ye cried to Me, and I delivered you out of their hand.

Yet ye have forsaken Me, and served other gods; wherefore I will deliver you no more.

Go and cry unto the gods, which ye have chosen; let them deliver you in the time of your tribulation.

This is my text:

GO AND CRY UNTO THE GODS, WHICH YE HAVE CHOSEN AND LET THEM DELIVER YOU IN THE TIME OF YOUR TRIBULATION.

There are three things I want to call your attention to. First of all, there is coming a time of tribulation for those who forsake God. The time is coming! We read here, "They FORSOOK THE LORD and SERVED HIM NOT and DID EVIL IN THE SIGHT OF THE LORD. 

How many people are in that condition today? Not living evil lives in the sight of the world, no. Not in the sight, even, of a backslidden church. They live evil lives IN THE SIGHT OF THE LORD. How do I know that? Anything in your life that is contrary to the Word of the Lord is EVIL IN HIS SIGHT. And you are living your life in the sight of the Lord. GOD is looking on your life. GOD sees all you do and hears all you say, and God is writing it all down in books for the Judgment Day. You can't avoid it! 

You can turn your mind away from the fact of it. You don't have to listen to a preacher of the Gospel. You don't have to listen to God. You don't have to listen to the Word. But, one day, your time of tribulation is coming, and it will be too late, then. The time of tribulation is coming to you who are forgetting God. It is coming as sure as you live. The time is coming when you ARE going to think about God! The time is coming when you will gnash your teeth and wish you had settled things with God. You will wish you had listened to preachers who loved your soul, instead of to somebody who patted you on the back and told you, you were all right when you knew down in your heart you were not right with God! There is evil in your life. You have forsaken the Lord your God. You have stopped serving Him.

Friend, I say it in love‑--I say it because I love you‑--your time is coming. You can laugh at us for preaching earnestly the WORD OF GOD. You can call us hell‑fire preachers. You can say we are old fogies. You can say we are living in a new age. You can say we ought to "tone down" the Message. God have mercy on us if we do tone down the Bible, THE WORD OF GOD! It is GOING TO BE SPOKEN; it is GOING TO BE PROCLAIMED, if God has to RAISE UP STONES to preach it! God's Word is GOING FORTH. It is the BIBLE you are going to meet. Sinner friend, your time of tribulation is coming. Backslidden Christian, your time of tribulation is coming! In that time, God Almighty is going to say, "Go and cry to your gods. You wouldn't choose Me. You turned your back on Me. You ran after materialism, and after money, and after pleasures of this world, and after the gods of entertainment and modern novels and drink and lust. You have made these your gods. Now get down before them! Your time, of trouble has come. Hell is staring you in the face. Your deathbed is here! The death rattle is in your throat. Your soul is about to leap into Eternity!  Call now on your gods, and let's see what they'll do for you!"

God can be mighty rough! These are not MY words, friend. Don't think this is just Jess Hendley; THESE ARE GOD'S WORDS. Your time of TRIBULATION IS COMING.

Your gods. What is your god? What is the thing that takes up the most thought in your life? What do you put first in your life when you turn away from the Living God? It may be one particular thing that is keeping you from believing God. It may be many things, as it was with Israel, that are keeping you from God. There may be one evil thing in your life that has turned you away from God and His Worship. It may be just one thing, or many things. But I say to you, that when your time of trouble comes, and you cry to your "gods,” they will not help you. They will forsake you. They will leave you. They have "hands and feet of clay.” They are gods that you have made!  They can't take care of you. 

There is only One Living God Who takes care of men who love Him and trust Him. There is ONLY ONE. All the other gods you have chosen cannot help you. They have feet of clay. You stand them up in a corner, just like the heathen who goes out and gets the tree and carves a god and stands it up in the corner and has to fasten it so it will stand up! Then he bows down and worships it and says, "Take care of me." But he has to take care of IT. Friend, one of these days you are going to come face to face with a BANKRUPT LIFE. Anyone who tries to live without GOD is already bankrupt. Sooner or later is coming your reckoning day. The time of tribulation! Then God will say, "I won't listen to you." Israel kept refusing God till God refused to listen when they did call. God said, "I will not deliver you. Go and cry to the gods ye have chosen. Let them take care of you. You wouldn't have Me. Let them look after you."

Sinner friend, what a time it is going to be for you. Let me remind you again that there will be NO DELIVERANCE. Someday you and I will need DELIVERANCE. The death‑bed is coming. Judgment is coming. HELL is coming. A reckoning for SIN is coming, a day when the skeletons will come out of the closet, when the chickens will come home to roost, when every sin will make its appearance. YOU WILL NEED DELIVERANCE! BUT YOU WON'T HAVE ANY DELIVERANCE.

It is wonderful to HAVE GOD when you need Him. It was wonderful to Daniel when they threw him in the lion's den. God was there. He shut the mouths of the lions and DELIVERED His faithful servant! One of these days the lions of Hell and Death are going to be on your trail. You are going into a lion's den, and it is going to be an awful time, because you will NOT HAVE GOD to look after you then.

It was wonderful to the three Hebrew children when they were cast into the fiery furnace. God Almighty so shielded and protected them that the flames could not even be smelled upon their garments, though their enemies were burned up.

You can laugh at the lions' den. You can laugh at the fiery furnace. But some of us have been in "fiery furnaces" and "lion's dens.” We have been delivered! We are assured that God will deliver us from any other fiery furnaces or lions' dens into which we may be cast. We know our God.

It is wonderful to know God! Peter was in prison, and God sent His angel to unlock the gate and take him out by the hand. Amidst the sleeping guards who were ready to kill him, GOD delivered His servant!

God delivered Elisha at Dothan. When he and his servant were trapped there, and the enemy came with their legions, and the poor servant began to cry out to his master, and it seemed their lives would be taken, the old prophet of God just bowed his head, and said, "Lord, open his eyes." And the Lord opened his eyes and he saw the WHOLE MOUNTAIN COVERED WITH THE CHARIOTS OF GOD! Hallelujah.

Say, it is wonderful to have a God who is ABLE to deliver. In Babylonia was a certain king who couldn't sleep one night, and he came to the edge of the lion pit and cried to the little preacher, "Oh, Daniel! Is thy God, Whom thou servest, ABLE to deliver thee?" And in perfect calm, the prophet of God said to the trembling king, the head of the greatest empire of his day, a worldly man, "My God IS ABLE!"

Friend, we who are Christians, we who know God, we who walk with Him, when trouble comes we will KNOW (for we have already experienced in life) that our God is ABLE! It isn't a matter of conjecture; WE KNOW He is able to deliver. We pity you people who haven't any God to look after you. But I'll tell you when we will really pity you: when you stand over the body of someone you love, perhaps a child you haven't raised for God and they died without Christ; and we hear your awful wails. No deliverance! And when you YOURSELF come down to the Valley of Death, having shut God out of your life, YOUR TIME HAS COME. You cannot say with the Christian, "Yea, though I walk through the Valley of the Shadow of Death, I will fear no harm, for Thou art with me." You have come down ALONE. You launch your soul out on the sea of Death, ALONE. No help! No deliverance!

Let me remind you that your FAITH is the result of YOUR CHOICE. God said, "Go and cry to the gods which ye have CHOSEN." It is a CHOICE. You HAVE MADE a choice. Everyone beyond the age of accountability has made a choice. You have chosen either the Living God or gods that will never be able to help you in time of trouble.

I hope you will think on your way today. If you have made the Living God your choice, I rejoice with you. You have someone to deliver you in life and in death and on into Eternity. But, if you have not chosen God, won't you TODAY, TURN, from your gods and TURN TO GOD, before it is too late, before the time of trouble comes. Will you do it?
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