TWO SINNERS AND THE SAVIOUR

Jesse M. Hendley

Luke 7:36-50

“And one of the Pharisees desired that He would eat with him, and He went into the Pharisees house and sat down to meat. And behold, a woman in the city which was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at meat in the Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster box of ointment and sat at His feet behind Him, weeping, and began to wash His feet with tears and did wipe them with the hair of her head and kissed His feet, and anointed them with the ointment. Now when the Pharisee which had bidden Him saw it, he spake within Himself saying, ‘This man, if he were a prophet, would have known what manner of woman this is who toucheth him, for she is a sinner.’ And Jesus answering said unto Him, ‘Simon, I have somewhat to say unto thee.’ He said, “Master, say on.” And Jesus said, “There was a certain creditor that had two debtors. One owed him five hundred pence and the other fifty. And when they had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them both. Tell me therefore, which of them will love him most? Simon answered and said, I suppose that he, to whom he forgave most. And he said unto him, Thou hast rightly judged. And he turned to the woman, and said unto Simon, Seest thou this woman? I entered into thine house, thou gavest me no water for my feet: but she hath washed my feet with tears, and wiped them with the hairs of her head. Thou gavest me no kiss: but this woman since the time I came in hath not ceased to kiss my feet. My head with oil thou didst not anoint: but this woman hath anointed my feet with ointment. Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she loved much: but to whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little. And he said unto her, thy sins are forgiven and they that sat at meat with him began to say within themselves, Who is this that forgiveth sins also? And he said to the woman, “Thy faith hath saved thee, enter into peace.” It is translated here, “Go in peace.” But the Greek is, eis eirene, “Enter into peace.” And she entered into peace, a notorious sinner!

Notice the text we have here, Luke 7: 37. “A woman in the city which was a sinner.” Here is a story of actual life. It is a divine story. It is the story of a sinner woman who was forgiven of her sins by the Great Christ of God. It is a deeply moving story‑--it moves our hearts, as we see one whose life has been blackened, and mind and body defiled, cleansed by the wonderful Saviour! If you have any heart at all, you can scarcely read it without tears. It is a human story. We see sin round about us today, many, many people in the same condition. "A woman‑which was a sinner.”

This is the story of a woman in far off Capernaum, nearly two thousand years ago. But though time moves on, the human race never changes. The human heart is still sinful and wicked, and the Saviour is still the same in His ability to save. This woman WAS a sinner, but she met the Christ of God! Standing between this woman and a society that condemned her and judged her for her sins (for all knew she was a sinner) is the Figure of the CHRIST, Who condemns the sin, but loves and saves the sinner.

Notice first of all the past life of this woman. She was a person of notoriously bad character. The awful word prostitute was the term used by men to describe the evil that she practiced. The Greek word amartolos is used in different instances referring to this ancient sin. When someone was called amartolos it meant a person of bad character, of immoral character. Men have called it the oldest profession in the world. The past life of this woman was one of awful, shameful, evil, lustful, outrageous conduct. TODAY THIS IS BEING GLORIFIED. The older words, of truth about this sin, the fact that it is shameful and awful, are no longer used. TODAY this evil sin is being practiced under their words, nice sounding words, such as “love.” The word LOVE has been degraded to mean “lust” which deceives poor sinners into believing they are all right, when they are guilty of an awful SIN! Our maga​zines today glorify this sin. Jokes, the entertaining world, books, films, every​where you turn--‑LUST stands out.

But there is a wonderful thing about this woman who came into the house of Simon the Pharisee. CHRIST HAD SAV​ED HER FROM ALL THAT ALREADY, BEFORE SHE CAME INTO THE HOUSE. How do we know? We don't know HOW He saved her, nor WHEN He saved her. But one day, somewhere, she had met the Christ! He had made her pure, cleansed her life, made her loathe her sinful ways, drew her unto a life of purity and holiness, and love for Himself! Sometime beforehand this notorious woman, whom society called with disgust a “sinner,” came in contact with the CHRIST of GOD. And like all people who come in contact with Him, her life a was completely changed and purified. She was genuinely saved! Christ sees the souls of men and women today, with their anger, sin, lust, criticism, sensuality, passion, AND HE IS CALLING MEN TO SALVATION.

Notice now this woman's tremendous LOVE for the Son of God. She found Him! She must have known what they thought about her, these Pharisees, sitting in their smug self‑righteousness; that they deemed her still a sinner. Oh, she knew that she was changed! But people still called her a sinner. I've seen that, friends, so many times. People can't forgive like the Christ of God! People can't believe that people have CHANGED. People don't believe that Christ regenerates and makes NEW, makes clean and pure again in the new birth. But HE DOES! And this woman had been born again. Now in her tremendous LOVE for Jesus, she sought Him, and found Him in the Pharisee's house. LOVE brought her to Jesus, in spite of the criticisms of the Pharisees.

She brought Him a gift. She brought Him a wonderful gift. Christ did not refuse it. Christ did not say, “You were once a harlot. You were once a woman of the streets. You were once a sinner, an amartolos. “No. Jesus didn't say that. Jesus knew she was changed! Jesus received her as He would have received an angel. Jesus knew that her soul had been made clean and pure, that she was fit for the Presence of Almighty God Himself, because He had forgiven her and saved her. And Jesus received her gift, the alabaster box of ointment, her gift of gratitude to her Saviour to try to pay Him back, But no, nobody can ever PAY JESUS to save the soul. You couldn't pay Jesus if you WORKED THROUGHOUT ALL ETERNITY. You could never repay Him for His Salvation. But out of gratitude and love for Him, she brought the most precious gift she had, and BROKE IT, and lavishly poured out this expensive ointment upon His Blessed Feet. A GIFT for JESUS.

How long has it been, friend, since you brought a gift for Jesus? You talk about “giving to the church.” Away with that! Are you giving it TO JESUS, through the church? When you bring your gifts, do you bring them TO JESUS? Are you giving Him the MOST PRECIOUS THINGS YOU HAVE? Laying them at His Feet? Your life? Your loved ones? Your friends? Your money? Your time? Your talent? ALL that you have, you owe to Him! Life itself! Salvation from Hell to Heaven! Eternal life! WHAT COULD you give Jesus to repay all He has done for you!

She brought her gift. I say to you that gifts to Jesus from a regenerated, thankful heart are evidences of a born​ again personality.

Notice, too, Jesus’ love for HER. I love that song, “Jesus, Lover of my soul, let me to Thy Bosom fly, while the nearer waters roll, while the tempest still is high! Guide me, O my Saviour, guide, till the storms of life are past. Safe into Thy haven guide. Oh, receive my soul, at last.” Jesus--‑LOVER of the soul. He does love your soul today. You may not love Him in return. You may be forgetting Christ. You may be go​ing in ways that bring pain to His Blessed Heart. You may be grieving His soul day and night. Your sins hurt Him. Your unbelief hurts Him. Your carelessness, your prayerlessness, your indifference to Him. He loves you never​theless. Oh, Jesus’ GREAT LOVE for her! Christ RECEIVED her gift. Christ thirsted for her love. Christ said, “She loved much.” Christ said: “Simon, I came into your home, and you didn't manifest any LOVE for me, but this woman hath kissed My feet.”

Oh, these two are worlds apart! You remember the subject of this message, “Two Sinners and the Saviour.” You say, “Preacher, I see only one sinner, that woman.” The OTHER sinner is the PHARISEE! The Pharisee condemned the woman, yet He Himself had no LOVE for Jesus! The woman was a saved sinner. The Pharisee was an un​saved sinner.

I want to say to you today that Jesus FORGIVES sin. Let me tell you a story of a Christian woman in London. This woman gave a white flower to a girl of the streets as she passed by. The girl took it home, put it in a little vase, and as she went to bed she looked over there at the white flower. The flower was so white! The idea of its WHITENESS pervaded her conscience. She contrasted the whiteness of the flower with the darkness of her own soul. She said to herself, “Once I was white like that,” and tears came to her eyes. She cried out, “I wish I could be pure again!” She buried her face in the pillow and wept. She resolved to give her heart to JESUS and live from day to day for HIM. She studied the Bible, the New Testament, the Gospels, and the story of the prodigal son. She said, “That is me,” and she saw in the father the Heavenly Father, waiting for her to come and receive His Welcome. She said, “That SHALL be me!” And she prayed, “God, be merciful to me, a sin​ner, and save me, for Jesus’ sake.” She was saved.

Jesus will forgive and save any soul who comes to Him, with a broken and contrite heart, loving Him, receiving His Salvation, being made clean and pure, washed in His blood that was shed FOR THE REMISSION OF SINS. 

Friend, have YOU come to Jesus yet? If not, today, will you go to Him and let Him speak forgiveness to your soul? He will save you. Will you do it?
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