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Hebrews 11:1-7

In the great eleventh chapter of Hebrews, we read some glorious things! We read that FAITH will bring salvation to lost men (verse 4); we read that FAITH will get us ready for the Rapture (verse 5); and we read that Faith will save us from judgment to come (verse 7). May God bring all of us a blessing now as we consider further these three thoughts.

Faith Brings Salvation

FAITH brings salvation to lost men. "By faith Abel offered a more excellent sacrifice than Cain by which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts, and by it, he being dead yet speaketh." In this chapter we read "BY FAITH" eighteen different times. We are told of wonderful things that come to pass through faith in God. Now faith brings salvation.

You remember that Adam and Eve sinned against God, and God turned them out of the Garden. He banished them. It was not through ill‑will. It was not because He hated them. He loved them! And He proved His love by clothing them and blessing them after their banishment. So if God loved them, why did He drive them out? Lest they live forever IN THEIR SIN. God HAD to drive them out in order to save them.

Now once God had driven them out, there was no way back. There was no way back into His Fellowship and Presence. God Himself would have to provide that. Once sin has entered, the soul is cut off from fellowship with God, and only God Himself can provide the way.

The Way back to God is Jesus. There is no other way. He is the Only Way.  God told Adam and Eve that He would provide a Redeemer for them, a sinless One Who would take upon Himself their sins that they might be saved, that they might go free. God made it clear to them that their salvation would be by the shed blood of an Innocent One.

You remember Abel, coming to God with a little lamb that he had slain. The lamb was a type of Christ. Abel knew what he was doing! Abel knew that that lamb itself (just an animal) couldn't take away his sin. But Abel somehow knew that this typified the sacrifice of the Redeemer Who was to come, and he offered it to God with faith in that coming Saviour, not in the lamb's blood. Abel knew that GOD WOULD SHED HIS OWN BLOOD!

The blood of the Lord Jesus Christ was the Blood of God, shed for the remission of sin of every soul who has ever lived or will live. Christ was God, becoming the Lamb that taketh away the sin of the world, ALL the sins of All the souls who ever lived.

So when Abel came to God, he came with the lamb. He wanted God's fellowship. He wanted God's love. He wanted God to walk with him. That is why he came with the sacrifice. Let me call your attention to that, friends. No man can approach GOD without a sacrifice for SIN! It is impossible for a Holy God to accept and condone SIN. He must deal with it, judge it, and remove it. Abel was saying, "I have faith in Jesus. I have faith in God's promise of a Redeemer. God, I believe You are going to save my soul through One Who will die for my sins. I am trusting Him Who will become my Lamb, my sacrifice, dying in my stead. This bleeding lamb is a testimony of my belief in HIM."

Now what was the result? God saved Abel. He accepted the sacrifice. He declared Abel righteous. God said, "Everything is all right between us now. Faith in the Redeemer has made everything all right between us." Abel being dead YET SPEAKETH. What is Abel saying to us today? SALVATION IS ALWAYS BY FAITH IN THE BLOOD OF CHRIST, GOD'S SON, OUR SAVIOUR. Do you want God to say of you that you are righteous in His sight, that you are safe, that there is nothing between? TRUST CHRIST COMPLETELY. Abel was a sinner, just like you and me. But he got back into God's favor, by faith in Jesus Christ. He had faith in the One Who was to come. All he had then was God's promise, but HE BELIEVED IT!

Today all God asks you to do is to believe on His Son. He says that if you put your trust in His Son as your substitute, taking your sin upon Himself, bearing Himself the judgment that God meant for you to have, wholly depending on Him to save you, YOUR SOUL WILL BE SAVED ETERNALLY. The minute you offer God THE LAMB THAT TAKETH AWAY THE SIN OF THE WORLD, God accepts you! You are declared righteous by Him! It is not your merit, but your faith in Christ's blood that saves you. And friends, that is the greatest thing in the world to know. FAITH IN HIM BRINGS SALVATION.

There have been many ideas offered as to why God accepted Abel and rejected Cain. But Hebrews, Chapter 11, plainly answers that question. The difference was their BELIEF. Abel believed God; Cain did not. Abel offered the blood; Cain did not. Abel had faith in Jesus; Cain did not. Abel came in God's appointed way; Cain did not.

So we see that FAITH IN CHRIST brings salvation to lost men. Other ways have always been, and always will be, rejected by God!

Faith Will Make Us Ready For The Rapture

All through the Word of God we read of the Second Coming of Christ. Jesus is coming AGAIN. Christ will descend into the air with the voice of the archangel and the trumpet of God, raise the sleeping dead Christians, raise their bodies from the graves, reunite them with their souls, and CATCH UP THE LIVING CHRISTIANS INTO THE AIR to meet Him. All in a glorious moment! Now you and I must be READY, when that event comes. We must be READY, if we want to be among those blessed people who will be caught up to meet Him, to be with Him forever.

How can we be ready? By faith in God and Christ! "By faith ENOCH was translated, that he should not see death, and was not found, because God had translated him. Before his trans​lation, he had this testimony, that he PLEASED God." But God is not pleased with everyone. God is not go​ing to call into His Presence those who do not please Him. The way to please God is to have faith in Him, to have confidence in Him, to believe His Words, to accept and love His Son, the Lord Jesus, to trust Him and serve Him, to seek Him and His will. God says that WITHOUT FAITH it is im​possible to please Him! 

If you have confidence in Him, you'll pray! If you really believe, you'll come to Him, and study His Word, and spend hour after hour, day after day, pouring over His Book. To a man who be​lieves in Him, God will speak through His Word! A man who believes in God will go to His House consistently, give of his money for the ongoing of His work, will give to missions, to the spread of the Gospel over the radio, to everything else that is faithfully carrying out the Commission. That man knows that there is an Eternity, a Future Life, and Rapture. He knows everything is going to happen just like God says in His Book. And he acts upon it.

Friends, that is what Enoch did. He believed in God. He didn't see God with his physical eyes. When we read that Enoch walked with God, it does not mean that Enoch's literal hand was in God's literal hand. Nor did his physical eyes see God's eyes. Nor that they looked one another in the face, literally. No, Enoch walked with God in a very REAL way, but it was BY FAITH! 

Faith deals with things unseen, with realities unseen with the physical eye. So Enoch did not see the God he walked with. You and I do not see the God we walk with. But there is one thing we know, friends, and that is that He is REAL TO US. We know Him in our spirit. We know His Presence! We walk with Him, by faith! Our confidence, our trust, our reliance, our hope, our dependence, is IN HIM. By faith, we take Him at His Word. By faith, we believe what is written in the Bible. By faith, we claim what God has said about Himself. By faith, we believe that He loves us. By faith, we commit ourselves to God for Eternity.

So Enoch walked with God, by Faith. Then one day God took him Home. It was then that Enoch literally saw Him. Enoch had walked with Him for many years without SEEING Him, but all the while he had been trusting Him, loving Him, obeying Him the best he knew how. And he had this testimony that he pleased God. Then one day God said, "Enoch, I want you to come Home to Me," and God took him.  He never died. I don't know how Enoch went. I often wonder how it was. I wonder if he went to sleep when God took him, or if he was walking down the road, or if he was in his home, or walking through the woods meditating, or if he was in an attitude of prayer when God took Him. I don't know.

Personally, I'd like to be in prayer, or preaching, or winning a soul to Christ when God takes me! That would be wonderful. It doesn't make much difference, but I would like to be directly engaged in communion with God when He calls. The one thing is to be READY, AT ANY TIME, on the job, in the home, anywhere; to be walking with God, with our minds on God, our thoughts on God, on meditations on God. Then we'll be ready when He calls. We don't know what time of day it was that Enoch was taken‑‑‑morning, midday, or night. We

don't know if any of his loved ones were there with him. But we do read this: that Enoch was not FOUND. They searched for him, but he could not be found. He had just disappeared. They didn't know where he was. But God knew. He was Home!

Isn't it wonderful that God always knows where we are? Our loved ones may not always know, but God does.

Let me tell you something wonderful. One of these days, quite suddenly, thousands of people are going to disappear from this earth. They will be GONE, from this city, from these streets, from these homes, from these places of business. Thousands will disappear! Who are they? The men and women and children who LOVED GOD, who trusted Him, who read the Bible and prayed and had faith in Jesus. BY FAITH. Where will they have gone? Into the air to meet Jesus. The Lord Jesus Christ will descend into the air, and by the Magnet of His Power, reach down and draw them into the sky like steel fillings to the Magnet. It will be one of these days, I don't know when. No man knows the day nor the hour when Jesus will come. But God says He is coming! He told us to watch! To be ready! He told us always to be expecting Him, always on tiptoe, always ready, not backslidden, not prayerless, not careless, not Bibleless, not churchless, but busy in His service, loving Him, trusting Him, ready to meet Him should He come at any moment. We are to be men and women of FAITH. Oh, listen, friends, only by faith in God can we have the victory in this life that God wants us to have. It is by FAITH that we will be translated on that great day. Are you ready for that translation?

Faith Will Save From Judgment

"By faith, Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by the which he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness which is by faith." BY FAITH, Noah did this. Notice the things that are said of him here.

He was warned of God. Now, friends, that same thing is true of us. God is warning us today. This Bible is filled with warning. The world itself is filled with warning. God has said that He is going to judge the world. He tells us that when Christ comes again there will be terrific judgment, and that all the ungodly and those who have rejected Him will be lost, separated from Him forever; that the present heaven and earth will be burned; that all the wicked and unrighteous shall perish. He warns that the world is under condemnation. He warns men and women who persistently live in sin and rebellion against His Word that they will come into judgment. He strongly warns men and women who have no fear of Him, no love for Him, no faith in Him.

Now Noah had the warning. What did he do about it? He heeded it. He built the ark. People laughed at him, but he kept on building it. One day the judgment struck! The rain began to pour. The waters covered the earth and everyone but Noah and his family was drowned. In the ark, they were perfectly safe. When there was not any rain, when there was no sign of judgment, NOAH ACTED BY FAITH. He BELIEVED the Word of the Lord. The multitudes went the other way, but Noah didn't go with the crowd. And we see that he was saved when the judgment day came. 

Friends, when the Lord Jesus Christ comes in judgment, where will you be? Will you be among the men and women of faith? Will you be secure in Him, the Ark of safety, or will you be among those who will be overcome when the lawful judgment of God strikes? Will you be among the wicked and ungodly, screaming for mercy and safety, realizing that God's warning was true, realizing your horrible mistake of not heeding it until T00 LATE? Oh, if you have put your trust in CHRIST, God sees you IN HIM, and you will be safe for eternity! You will be glad you trusted the Word of God and accepted His Refuge in Christ.

Will you, today, put your trust in Christ, God's Son, as your own personal Saviour? Will you do it?
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