THREE INCOMPREHENSIBLE THINGS
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Psalm 8

0 Lord our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth! Who hast set thy glory above the heavens.

Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou ordained strength because of thine enemies, that thou mightest still the enemy and the avenger.

When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained:

What is man, that thou art mindful of him? And the son of man, that thou visitest him?

For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels, and hast crowned him with glory and honor.

Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of thy hands; thou hast put all things under his feet;

All sheep and oxen, yea, and the beasts of the field;

The fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea, and whatsoever passeth through the paths of the seas.

0 LORD our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth!

This is a worshipful Psalm, a Psalm of divine adoration! The human soul must always be in awe in the Presence of God. David evidently one night walked out and looked up at the stars and said, "O LORD our Lord, how excellent, is Thy Name in all the earth! Who hath set THY glory above the heavens." GOD'S glory is ABOVE the glory of the heaven! "When I consider Thy heavens, the work of Thy fingers, the moon and the stars which Thou hast ordained, what is man that Thou art mindful of him?" Lord, in this tremendous universe, why is it that Thou art mindful of man? Why is it that Thou thinkest of man at all? That is what David was thinking.

Vastness of Universe

Now there are three things that are incomprehensible to David‑--three things that he cannot understand. The first of these is SPACE. There are some people today who claim that they do not believe in God. But how can they study the tremendous facts of SPACE and not believe in God? For instance, this earth,--‑this tremendous ball on which the human family lives, is flying around in space, without foundation, without fixture, kept only by some tremendous power that GOD ALMIGHTY has ordained.

The scientists are today "mapping" the heavens. There are road maps of our states; so also are there maps of the heavens, in a great venture begun by the Geographical Society. And through that great telescope, with its great eye peering out into space beyond, far beyond anything any astronomer of past history ever dreamed, they are photographing today tremendous facts that will revolutionize the thinking of mankind. They are learning about the Milky Way‑--a star‑cluster of 200 billion stars--‑and the Earth is only a small speck in this tremendous Milky Way.

It is an overwhelming thing to try to realize DISTANCES yonder in space. Recently the Palomar Observatory made a photograph, and the picture was that of a galaxy, and the picture represented the condition of the stars ONE THOUSAND YEARS AGO, and yet the LIGHT from that galaxy had just then struck there at Palomar! That is the light from those stars, traveling at the rate of 186,000 MILES PER SECOND, has taken a THOUSAND YEARS to reach the camera! Just think about the distance covered, and that galaxy is a comparatively near neighbor to the earth. A "light year,” then, is the distance that light travels in a year, at the rate of 186,000 MILES PER SECOND. And yet this photograph is a picture of the galaxy A THOUSAND YEARS AGO. What is the distance of that galaxy? It makes your mind whirl to think about it.

The Milky Way, they have learned, is disc‑like, like a half‑dollar, and Earth is just a little speck in the Milky Way. Earth is located about two‑thirds from the center of the Milky Way. Scientists have had some difficulty in photographing the Milky Way because this Earth is IN it, like an ant in a hamburger! Well, the way they have computed the size and shape of the Milky Way is to photograph and measure the distances of nearby stars, in relationship to the earth, like an ant counting and measuring the distances of the particles of meat in the hamburger. Now the amazing thing is, as enormous as the Milky Way is, with Earth a tiny speck in 200 billion stars, the universe is FILLED with gigantic OTHER Milky Ways, with vast distances BETWEEN them. Our minds simply cannot comprehend this. What a tremendous thing is SPACE! It brings us to God.

The Apostle Paul, who knew more about God than most men could ever learn, with divine revelation cried out and said, "How unsearchable are His judgments, and His ways PAST FINDING OUT." What we do know about Him is a treasure! It is something we wouldn't give up for a million universes. And yet how LITTLE we know about Him! What a wonderful thing that He has given us in His Book a revelation of Himself, of His Mind, of what He is like, this Great Being, this Almighty God, the Creator of this tremendous universe, Who MADE the universe and the tremendous distances. And every man must come face to face with GOD.

Dignity of Man

We learn, then, through the astronomer’s telescopes, about the Almightiness of God, about the greatness of God, the power of God, the Glory of God, how He is beyond all men put together. No wonder Isaiah said that men are just a drop in the bucket. Count man as the small dust on the balance. When the apothecary weighs the powders on the fine, delicate scales, and then puts it in the box and hands it to you, he blows the scale with a tiny little tin to get rid of the dust particles that remain, which is trivial, trifling. It amounts to nothing; he just blows it away. As far as God's GREATNESS is concerned, all the nations of men are just as the dust of the balance, accounted as nothing. Altogether vanity. The Hebrew word for "vanity" is "a breath.”

Yet we must realize this: THE DIGNITY OF MAN. In this tremendous universe with suns and stars and milky ways, that make the earth less than a speck in the universe, yet only the earth contains the revelation of God Himself. Only earth contains MAN. There is no evidence from God that He has placed human life on any other planet. EARTH is the scene of God's Redemptive Plan. So although the earth is just a speck in the Milky Way, and LESS than a speck in the whole universe, composed of many milky ways, yet the earth is the center of God's attraction, of His thinking and planning. God put man on this earth, in His own image that he may know Him and walk with Him. God has redeemed man to Himself through His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ! The DIGNITY of man! No wonder David cried out, "What is man, that Thou art mindful of him, or the son of man that Thou visitest him?" What is man anyhow? Just a little blob on the great ocean of the universe? Is that all man is? No, man is THE HIGHEST OF GOD'S CREATION.

ONE MAN‑--is worth MORE--‑than the universe--‑to God. ONE SOUL---over the redemption of ONE SOUL‑‑‑the angels of God rejoice! We read over in Job that the angels of God shouted for joy over the creation of the world, but the angels rejoice also over the conversion of a soul. So the salvation of the men is God's joy, is the angels’ joy. In other words, those of us who are engaged in soul‑winning are engaged in a work that brings JOY to the angels of God, and is GREATER, to God, than the creation of the universe. What a profound thing, to be linked with God the Creator in His work of REDEMPTION! God thinks more of His work of redemption than of His work of creation; and the new birth IS A CREATION, "created in Christ.” Every born‑again soul is as much a direct act of His Creation as His making of a milky way. God created man in His own image; and when we are born again, we are created anew. Oh, the DIGNITY of man!

That Man Would Ignore God

Yet think of man, made to walk with God, made in the very likeness of God, degrading himself with drunkenness, adultery, blasphemy, evil, cursing, swearing, gambling, stealing, MAN--‑in the image of God! What a terrible thing for any man to miss the plan God has for him, missing eternity with Him, missing fellowship and service with Him in this world! What a time it is going to be, when the multitudes of unsaved sinners, who ignore the great God of heaven, come into JUDGMENT! What a terrible thing to ignore God, to leave God Almighty out of our thinking, to despise His Christ, to DIE AND MEET HIM, without accepting His love in His Son, our Saviour?

Friend, God made YOU for Himself and salvation and eternity with Him in heaven. Have you accepted His salvation? If not, will you do it? God loves you. Christ died for you. You cannot save yourself, no matter what you do. Jesus paid the full price, and it is through HIM and His blood atonement on Calvary that any of us will ever see heaven! Trust Him as your personal Saviour and Lord today. Will you do it?
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