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Revelation 20:12

Someday YOU are going to need the Lord Jesus Christ as your personal Saviour. In a railroad accident, a man preserved by the mercy of God helped to the best of his ability the wounded and dying. He went to where the engine driver was pinned down beneath the wreck of his engine. He saw the man's lips moving and he bent down to listen. He was saying, "I know Whom I have believed and am persuaded that He is able to keep that which I have committed unto Him against that Day." The unhurt man, a man of great wealth, cried out, "I would give my life and all that I possess to have a faith like yours." "Ah, sir," was the feeble response of the dying believer, "it costs just that.”

It is worth it? Yes. It costs everything you have, but there is coming a day of judgment, and we read in Revelation 20:12, "The books were opened." What a time it is going to be when the books shall be opened, my friends, according to the Word of God! How terrible the judgment is going to be! GOD is going to open up the record of your life. Sinner friend, you who have rejected Christ and paid no attention to Him, what a time it's going to be for you!

I want you to reason with me now for a few moments as we think about this expression, "When God opens the books." God will open your record, for all to see.

Recently on a television broadcast, the Kefauver Crime Investigation Com​mittee, authorized by the Senate of the United States Government, to probe into deep and world‑wide crime as it is being practiced here in America, had on the stand a criminal by the name of Lou Farrell. All his crimes were brought out before the eyes of all. The prosecuting attorney had the records of where this man had been in jail, had the records of his crimes, records of his businesses that were illegal and corrupt. There were photostatic copies and other evidences he could not deny.  The television cameras were focused on all those records for the whole world to see and hear. And as I sat there and watched that criminal with his beady eyes as he was brought to bay with these evidences of his crime, I realized that millions of people were listening to his condemnation and witnessing his exposure to the law. He thought he had covered up his tracks. He thought he would never be brought to bay. And I thought, "It's going to be that way in the Judgment, for those who have no Saviour, for those who have shut out of their lives their only Help, the Lord Jesus Christ." What a time it is going to be when your records are wide open. You will have nothing to say.

But this man had something to say. Time and again, when they would get him into a tight spot, he would say, "I want to consult my lawyer!" Friend, you won't have any lawyer to consult, at the judgment bar of God. You will just stand there alone and take it square on the chin. You won't have any advocate at the bar of God. Thank God, I have a Lawyer, Jesus Christ, the Righteous! That is what that word in First Peter means: "We have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous." That word advocate is from the old Latin, meaning, "a lawyer." An advocate is one who will stand up for you, plead your case for you, someone you can consult and who will take your part adequately and successfully. JESUS NEVER LOST A CASE. I have sinned against God, but I am glad that I have a Lawyer--‑Jesus Christ‑--my Counsel, my Advisor, and the One Who Himself paid for my crimes, the One Who successfully and completely represents me before God Almighty. But if you have rejected Him as your Saviour and Lord, you do not have anyone to represent you. You will not be able to say, before the judgment bar of God, "I want to consult my lawyer!" You won't have one.

Another thing I noticed about this criminal as he stood there trying to defend himself. Time and again when they would get him into a tight spot he would say, "I stand on my constitutional rights." You won't have any "rights" when you stand before God. The right and privilege of claiming Christ as your own Saviour is GONE at death; if you did not get right with Him in this life, there is no second chance. Your life may not have been all wrong, but it was surely a mixture of right and wrong, and that alone will send you to Hell. Some people think that if right overbalances wrong, they will go to Heaven; and if wrong overbalances right, they will go to Hell. All that is foolish, friends. There is wrong and right in all of our lives. The ANSWER is CHRIST, for every human soul! Reject Him, and you won't have any rights before God. Take Christ, and you have the right to go into Heaven. You will be as right as Christ Himself. He, Who knew no sin, was made to become sin FOR US, that WE might become the righteousness of God, AS RIGHT AS GOD, in the Lord Jesus Christ. Only IN CHRIST will you have any rights. Outside of Him, all is condemnation. You have broken the laws of God Almighty, and the wages of SIN is DEATH. The sentence is already decreed. The sinner just awaits the hour of execution of the sentence. No man outside of Christ has any "rights" before God! Let us remember that. The only right you do have is to come to the Lord Jesus Christ and accept Him, as your Sin‑Bearer, your Lawyer, your Substitute, dying for you, your Representative, the One Who has never lost a case. You MUST turn yourself over into His Hands, to be saved before a holy and just God.

Another thing I noticed as I watched this man before the judgment bar, of the Crime Investigating Committee, was that when he was obviously in the wrong, he would say, "I refuse to answer." Friend, you will be speechless when you stand before God, without Christ, still in your sins! There will not be any questions asked you. The record will simply be read, and your sentence will be decreed, and you will turn, speechless, and be led away by God's police to the eternal Flames. There won't be anything for you to say! God's Word says so! Condemnation! The records are THERE. God's X‑ray Eyes will be upon you, and your soul will be in the White Light of God. No sin can stand in God's Presence. You won't even attempt to lie, before God! This man attempted to lie, it was evident.  Lying was evident time and again, deliberately. God says that all liars shall have their share in the Lake of Fire burning with brimstone, which is the Second Death.

Another thing that this man used as a device to hide was his statement, "I don't know anything about that," referring to some crime. But then they would produce some photostatic copy of evidence‑--a letter or something that he had written. They had the goods on that man. They had the evidence right there in front of him. God has a record of everything you have done or said or thought! He has the evidence that will come up before you in the judgment, if you are without Christ. There is only one way in all the world to get rid of that judgment! And that is to cast yourself upon Christ, the Son of God, your Saviour, asking for mercy and forgiveness through His shed blood.

This man said something else, when he was in a tight spot. "I can't remember." Time and again these men would say, "We'll REFRESH your memory!" And they would produce the record of what he had done in certain cities, on certain days, and there it was all written out.

Friends, I tremble for all lost people, lost souls out of Christ. Every human soul out of Christ is "condemned already", the Word says, and faces judgment, But thank God, those of us who have put our trust in Christ are not condemned. None of us are righteous in our own selves. God says, "There is none righteous, no, not one." But He says that if we put our trust in Christ, we shall not come into condemnation. There is no way in the world that we can escape, but through Christ.

The first thing God will judge you about is WHAT YOU HAVE DONE WITH JESUS. "What did you do with My Son?" If you have never accepted Him, then to the Fire you'll go. You will have no salvation apart from Jesus Christ. What you have done with Him, what you are doing today, will be the basis of the first judgment. To accept Him is to depend on Him for salvation, love Him, trust Him, serve Him to the best of your ability, and give your heart and life to Him. To reject Christ is to turn your back on Him, not believe in Him, and refuse to obey Him, to think you can get by without Him. What you have done with Christ is foremost to God.

The second thing will be, "What did you do with My Word to you, the Bible?" In effect God will say, "I sent a Book down there. I had it written by holy men of God. You knew it was the Word of God, but you didn't TAKE TIME to investigate it. You didn't take the time to read it. You took time to read magazines, novels, stock reports, business reports. You were concerned only with how to make another dollar, so you could buy an estate and an automobile and the material things of that short life, but you didn't take time to even know my plan for your life. I gave you life. I gave you bread and meat. I gave you health and strength. I gave you everything you ever enjoyed. Yet you didn't take the time to read my Book." That is going to be a tragic time, friend. What you did with Christ will be the first judgment, and what you did with God's Word will be the second.

You say, "Well, that doesn't make any difference to me." Let me remind you, friend, of the AUTHORITY OF THE BIBLE. Let me remind you, by way of comparison, of the AUTHORITY OF THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT.

Once, when the attorney asked Lou Farrell a question that put him on the spot, Farrell refused to divulge the name of another man. Then the attorney representing the United States Senate said, "You know that you can be cited for contempt. You know what that means." Farrell said, "I do." But he refused steadfastly to give the name. Cited for contempt! Contempt for the Senate of the United States! Contempt for the Government of the United States! Contempt for the authorities that be, in this great nation! It is an awful thing. How much greater is a sinner's contempt for GOD! Contempt for His Christ, for His Day, for His Laws, for His Book.

Friend, as you think on this right there where you are, I wonder if you are guilty of CONTEMPT. You haven't taken time to read the Bible. You haven't taken time to take Jesus as your Saviour. You have had no time for the church of the Living Christ. You have not taken time for knowing Jesus as your Lord. You haven't taken time to give God one day out of seven, for worship and the reading of His Word and Christian service. You haven't taken time to learn what God has said in His Book, let alone to obey them.

Another thing that made me tremble for the unsaved was to hear the word, DEPORTATION. When the outstanding crime leader, Frank Costello, of the great gambling ring in America, was on the stand, it was evident to him that the threat of deportation was hanging over his head. He was afraid of that! He was afraid of being sent out of this great country of America and sent back to Italy, his native land, where he did not want to go. And I thought about the day when the sinner will be deported from Heaven, and the Presence of God, and God's people. God will send the sinner away, because of the crime of not yielding to Him and His Word and His Christ. The sinner will be sent away from Heaven, the glorious Country of privilege and opportunity, into a country where he will not want to go. Costello's friends are here in America. His business is here. His heart is here. He didn't want to break up his associations. And a man will not want to leave Heaven and go to Hell, in that solemn hour ahead. A sinner will then not want to leave God! He will not want Hell, where there is no goodness, no blessings from God, where everything is evil and tragic and insufferable! He will not want to be deported, but God's Word says that the soul without Christ will indeed be deported.

God's Word says, "Ye shall receive the greater judgment because you sin against light." Paul reasoned with Felix about judgment to come till Felix trembled. Paul says in Romans that the judgment of God is according to TRUTH. Again we read that the judgment of God is RIGHTEOUS. On that day, all wrong shall be brought to light. How will it be with you, friend, as you stand before the judgment bar of God? Someday GOD will open your record! With Christ as your Saviour and Advocate, you will be safe. I am asking you, have you received Christ, God's Son, as your Saviour and Lord? If not, will you accept Him now. Will you do it?
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