THIS MAN---JESUS
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Hebrews 10:12, Hebrews 3:14

“But this man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down on the right hand of God." Hebrews 10:12.

“For we are made partakers of Christ if we hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast unto the end.” Hebrews 3:14.

Here we have a CONTRAST. In Hebrews 10:12 we have, "This man." Then in Hebrews 3:14, "We." There is a vital connection between this Man and us! A very VITAL CONNECTION. For THIS MAN has YOUR ETERNAL DESTINY IN HIS HANDS! He has MY eternal destiny in His hands. "This Man" is the Lord Jesus Christ. "After He offered one sacrifice for sins forever, He sat down on the right hand of God." Let us look at "This Man," the Lord Jesus Christ. It is very interesting that in the Greek it is one word: houtos. "This One." Or, "This Man." That's all right; it is a good translation. Literally, it is "This One," singled out of all the people who have ever been born in this world. THIS ONE, THIS MAN, is the One Who has OUR DESTINY in His hands! This is the ONLY MAN who can bring HOPE to you and to me, to see our departed loved ones again. He is the ONLY One. THIS MAN is the only one who can bring us forgiveness of sins. THIS MAN is the only one who can give the guilty conscience peace and wash away its stain! THIS MAN is the only one who can give us hope of an eternal life! THIS MAN is the only One who can help us in the hour of death. Everything we have or hope for is in the hands of THIS MAN, THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, the GREATEST ONE IN ALL THE WORLD.

It is wonderful to think about HIM. There is one thing dead sure, that I have determined about my own ministry: it is going to have more "JESUS" in it than it has ever had before! THIS MAN is going to be the theme of my preaching, more than ever before, because JESUS CHRIST is the Only Answer to human need! "THIS MAN."

What about THIS MAN?

We read, "He offered one sacrifice for SIN." This Man offered something. Now this word "offered" is a sacrificial word, a religious word. He brought up to God, and laid on God's altar, something FOR US. He brought to God a SACRIFICE. This Man offered ONE SACRIFICE, for SIN. There we are taken back to the CROSS of the Lord Jesus Christ.

The other day I read a story of a preacher that was a blessing to my heart. I was in Toronto sometime ago

for a revival meeting with Strat Shufelt and this came home to me. There was a pastor there in Toronto. This man was visiting in his community, and he learned about a couple who had moved into town whom he had not

visited. So he went to the home, rapped on the door, and there came a woman to the door. When she opened the door and he looked in her face, he was frankly shocked. He had never seen such an ugly face; he had never seen such a scarred face. She invited him in and asked him to be seated, and he told her he was a preacher in the com​munity and had come to invite her to come to church. As he sat there, he noticed she was wearing a wig. He noticed her right arm; her right hand had been amputated, for some reason.  He looked again into her scarred face. In a few minutes, while they were chatting, in came two children, run​ning in. One ran to her mother and climbed onto her lap, put her arms around her neck and kissed her tenderly and lovingly. In a little while there came the opening of a door and there was the husband coming in from his work, and he walked over to that precious wife, bent over that scarred, ugly face, and kissed her tenderly again and again and adoringly, and the preacher wondered about that, the tremendous love of that child and of that husband for such a person whose

face was so repulsive.

After a little while, the preacher left. He went next door to a neighbor's house, the home of a member of his church. When he was admitted, he asked about the couple, inquiring about the woman, how her face had become so scarred, and the lady told him. She said they were visiting down the street, back yonder in the place where they formerly lived, visiting about two blocks away from their home, when they heard fire bells ringing, and they rushed out, and down toward their home they noticed there was a fire, and this precious little woman suspected it was her home‑--she knew, somehow or other--‑and she rushed down and sure enough, their house was on fire. Everybody said it was hopeless; that the two children were in there, and the flames were so horrible that nobody would make the attempt to go in. But she had no qualms at all. She rushed right into those flames, and she managed to wrap up her babies and to bring them out of the fire almost unscathed. But in the course of that rescue, she was horribly burned. She lost all of her hair and had to wear a wig.  Her face was horribly scarred,

burned. Her right arm was so terribly burned they had to amputate it.

Well, the preacher didn't wonder any longer why those little children came in and kissed that scarred face so adoringly, and why that husband adored her and loved her in such a tremendous way. She had risked her life to save those two children from a burning building, and in doing so, she suffered these terrible injuries.

I am thinking, friends, today, of the Cross, the Cross on which JESUS DIED.  

See, from His Head, His Hands,

His Feet,

Sorrow and love flow mingled down;

Did e'er such love and sorrow meet,

Or thorns compose so rich a crown?

When you and I stand and look at the Cross where He was SCARRED FOR US, we must say:

Were the whole realm of nature mine,

That were a present far too small!

Love so amazing, so divine,

Demands my soul, my life, my all!

Yes, "THIS MAN" offered one sacrifice for SIN. Have you ever been to Calvary, friend Have you ever stood before the Cross, and looked up at the bleeding Face of this Man? The Lord Jesus, Who loved you more than your mother or dearest loved ones could ever love you? Have you seen His Face, scarred for you? Have you seen the wounds that He bore for you? The sweetest story in the world is that CHRIST DIED FOR OUR SINS. That means that our sins are FORGIVEN, when we come and accept Christ. It is that simple. You don't have to worry about ten thousand things. You don't have to worry about knowing all the Bible. All you have to know is that THIS MAN, on that Cross, offered once and for all the sacrifice for YOU. That is what He did. He sacrificed HIMSELF. He gave His ALL, nothing less than that, for YOU. And once you stand at the Cross and look in His Face, you will have to say, "If He gave His all for me, I must give MY ALL for HIM."

This Man, once and for all, offered one sacrifice FOR (OUR) SINS. I put in brackets the word "our,” between "for" and "sins,” because that's what it, means. He Himself didn't have any sins to offer sacrifice for; He offered that sacrifice for OUR sins. That sacrifice was the appeasement for our sins; it was satisfactory to GOD. He offered that sacrifice FOREVER, so that no other atonement for sin need be made. You don't have to make it; I don't have to make it. People say, "We must make peace with God," but you cannot make peace with God. JESUS has already made peace with God. HE made peace with God when He died on the Cross, and He made it FOREVER. "This Man, after He had offered ONE SACRIFICE FOR SINS FOREVER." Thank God, we are saved, forever! Thank God, our sins are forgiven, forever! Then He sat down on the right hand of God. "Sat down" means that His work was finished. After He made

His offer, He sat down. Everything was all settled, for EVERY SINNER IN THE WORLD! If we come by simple faith, we are saved. We can go to heaven, because THIS MAN took our place.

Oh, listen, today if you haven't trusted This Man, won't you go alone and pray, "Lord Jesus, I have never really trusted You before, but I will right now. I accept You as my own Saviour and Lord, for time and eternity. Thank You for dying for me. I give my life to You." Will you do it?

(Part II)

You know, old age needs Christ for support when everything else is failing, believe me. There is nothing sadder than somebody growing old without Christ.

H. G. Wells, the famous historian, who was an unbeliever, wrote his testimony in his work, AN EXPERIMENT IN AUTOBIOGRAPHY, which he wrote at sixty‑five years of age and published a little later. He said that he was looking for "an escape from individual vexations and frustrations, from the petty, overwhelming pains of the too‑egocentered life." He was trying to find an "escape" from the petty,

overwhelming pains of the "too‑ego‑centered life." That is, his life, he is confessing, had been too ego‑centered. He had been looking after himself. He

hadn't been thinking of others and of God. And, my friends, that is a tragic thing. The great longing of his heart was for PEACE, according to his own statement. He says, "The time has come to reorganize my peace." And then, conscious that he is unable to find this peace, which he wants more than anything else in the world, H. G. Wells, the famous historian, cries out, "I cannot adjust my life to secure any fruitful peace." Here I am, sixty‑five, still seeking for peace, but it is just a hopeless dream! In other words, what Mr. Wells wants more than anything else is PEACE, of heart and mind. He has never found it in all his sixty‑five years, and has no hope of finding, at his age. What a tragic thing! Old age needs Christ! Youth needs Christ! Middle age needs Christ! There is no place in our lives but what we need Him. I tell you, it certainly comes crashing about one's ears when you've lived all your life without the Lord Jesus. OLD AGE needs Christ for SUPPORT, when everything else is failing!

Now turn from the words of H. G. Wells, who says, "Here I am, at sixty-five, still seeking for peace, and it's just a hopeless dream." Turn to the testimony of G. Campbell Morgan, in his preface to THE CRISIS OF THE CHRIST. At seventy‑three years of age, he wrote this preface. He says, "Professor Osler is reputed to have said that a man's work is done at forty. At forty years of age I wrote this book in which I attempted to put in form the vision which possessed me of Christ, in His relation to God and in His purpose, and to man in his need. Thirty‑three years have passed since that time. In other words, a full generation has passed since I wrote the book. During it’s passing, I have been very fully occupied in varied places, witnessing to this selfsame Christ. 

I look back across the years, and then I take up my book again and go through it, and as I do so, I find that Christ is today seen in greater clearness and more amazing glory. I feel, however; that nothing new has given me any reason for any alteration in the statement I made thirty‑three years ago of the elemental, essential, eternal things concerning Him, as I saw them then. In the happy nature of things, it cannot be long ere I see Him, whether He come for me or I go to Him. I am profoundly grateful to God and constantly surprised at the continuous messages that have come to me from all parts of the world these three and thirty years, speaking of real help received by this presentation. If it may still help others to apprehend some of His ineffable glory, the remaining years of my life in service will be greatly gladdened. No one can possibly be more conscious than I am of the comparative unworthiness of this attempt to deal with the majesty and mystery of the Person and Mission of Christ." And then he says this: "In the midst of world confusion and the breakdown of so many things on which the human heart was set hopefully, this Christ of God is seen moving on, by His own way of the Cross, to the ultimate Crown and Glory. In the ages of God we now await the ultimate crisis when He returns again. It is good when our hearts are maintained in a patient waiting for that hour."

What a difference between the unbeliever, H. G. Wells, who all his life was ego‑centered, his whole life egocentered instead of Christ‑centered, looking after self, forgetting all about Christ and His commission, His Gospel and His truth! What a difference between the man who says, "I haven't found the most important thing in life in sixty‑five years, and I have no hope of finding it now, peace of mind and heart and soul." What a difference I say between H. G. Wells and Campbell Morgan, who all those years walked with the Lord Jesus, made the Bible his daily study, and Christ was so real to him that he says, "In the nature of things (I am seventy‑three years of age) it will not be long ere I shall see Him."

Well, it is wonderful, friends, to know the Lord Jesus, and that's all that matters.

In Hebrews 10, and verse 12, we read that "This Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down on the right hand of God." The Lord Jesus is sitting today at the right hand of God. What does it mean? This Man is Christ. He offered one sacrifice for sin. The sacrifice that He offered was Himself. He gave Himself for our sins. And then what did He do? He sat down forever. He offered that sacrifice forever. It is never repeated, because it was a sufficient atonement. It was a real atonement. And then He sat down on the right hand of God. This Man, this Jesus, sat down AFTER making His offering. So, sitting at the right hand of God means that His sacrifice was acceptable, or God would never have received Him.

So we learn this lesson about Jesus from this passage. FIRST, THE CHRIST OF GOD PERFECTLY DEALT WITH OUR SINS WHEN HE DIED. When He offered Himself on the Cross, He perfectly dealt with sins. All the Jewish sacrifices were insufficient and imperfect and unacceptable to take away sin. That is the reason that they were repeated. When a sacrifice settled the sin‑question and was acceptable to God, it was never repeated. All the Old Testament sacrifices were repeated; some daily, some seasonally, some yearly. Christ's never was! It settled the matter! This means that Christ's death on the Cross was sufficient to settle my sin‑question and yours and the sins of everyone in the world. He dealt with our SINS. He DESTROYED them. And there is only one way of getting rid of transgression, and that is through Him and His death. There is no other way. This proves, then, as He sat down on the right hand of the Throne of God, that Christ had perfectly dealt with our sins, by His sacrifice of Himself on the Cross!

SECONDLY, WE HAVE HERE CHRIST'S ENTHRONEMENT AT HIS FATHER'S RIGHT HAND, AND IT GUARANTEES THE COMPLETION OF HIS WORK IN DESTROYING OUR SINS. We read that He "sat down." Quiet. Settled calm. Repose. The storm is all over. The storm that broke over His Head there at Calvary when He died for our sins. The storm is all over. SIN has been dealt with. SIN has been dealt its deathblow. It cannot destroy any people who avail themselves of Christ and His work. Christ's enthronement at God's right hand means very definitely that OUR SIN‑QUESTION is completely settled forever.

THE THIRD THING, CHRIST'S ENTHRONEMENT AT GOD'S RIGHT HAND MEANS THAT CHRIST'S FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD IS PERFECT IN REDEMPTION AND IN THE RULERSHIP OF THE ENTIRE WORLD. Jesus has done and is doing two things. First, He is accomplishing the redemption of believers. Secondly, He is ruling the entire world, and all things are destined to be brought beneath His Feet! What a wonderful Saviour! What a glorious Saviour! Christ's fellowship with GOD! Would God have ever invited Him to come to His right hand, to be enthroned with Him, if He wasn't pleased with the work He accomplished? What a wonderful thing to know that my redemption is acceptable to GOD, because Jesus Christ accomplished it, and in so doing pleased the Father. It means, my friends, that I stand in Him complete. It means that my sins are forgiven and are blotted out, and that there is nothing in heaven against me today. What a wonderful Gospel! And that is available for every sinner! Christ died FOR OUR SINS. He made that offering FOR OUR SINS. Once and forever! And then sat down on the right hand of the throne of God, ENTHRONED BY THE FATHER Whose work He came to do. It means, then, that His fellowship with God is perfect. My representative is in perfect fellowship with God and it means that the redemption of believers is complete, and it means His rulership of the entire world, for He is sitting down at God's right hand.

Now let's turn to what our part is, in all this. In Hebrews 3:14, "For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast unto the end." Notice here, "We." We have read in Hebrews, chapter 10, the words, "This Man." He did something for US. "We," who profess to be believers in Christ, followers of Christ. "We." What about us?

We are "MADE PARTAKERS OF CHRIST." We really SHARE in His work and salvation here and glory there, "IF!" Notice the word, IF. IF introduces a condition. And there is a CONDITION of our being partakers of Christ! There is a CONDITION of our reaching heaven! There is a CONDITION of our walking with God in the glory land. What is it? WE MUST HOLD the beginning of our confi​-

dence steadfast unto the end. IF WE DO THAT, then it will be well with our souls as we come to the end of life's journey.

Yes, my friends, IF WE HOLD THE BEGINNING. There must be a beginning. There must be a time when you definitely accept Jesus Christ as your Saviour. There must be a definite time when you and your heart have confidence in Him that He is the only One that holds the destiny of your soul in His care and keeping, and that by His death on the Cross and that offering of Himself forever, He paid for your sins. You must have confidence in that fact and His ability to take care of you in life and death and bring you home to glory like He promised.

Notice that word, "confidence"! It is the very root of the Christian life! There must be a beginning! There must be a time, in your life, when you are so confident of Jesus Christ that you come to Him and say, "Lord, here is my soul. I am lost. I am condemned, and justly so. I am under the sentence of Hell. But Jesus, YOU DIED for my sins. You paid for them. You loved me and died for me and said You would take care of me if I put my trust in You." There is a BEGINNING.

And then there must be a CONTINUANCE. You must never fail, till you reach the end! The end is Glory! When I see some man or woman turn away from Jesus, turn away from Bible and prayer and Christ and throw away their confidence and toss it overboard, I weep for them. I weep for them. We must CONTINUE TO HOLD FAST the beginning of our confidence. Go back to that moment when you received Jesus, had confidence in Him, believed in Him, and hold fast to Him. We must hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast. Not only a beginning, but also a continuing; steadfastness and allegiance to Jesus.

And then, we must HOLD UNTO THE END. There is an end, my friends. We must be confident in Jesus unto the end. We must continue to trust Him and walk with Him, to the end, until we see Him face to face. We must not be like H. G. Wells, who said, "Here at sixty‑five, I am still seeking for peace, but it is a hopeless dream." We must say, with Campbell Morgan, that we are "soon to meet Him, whether He comes for me or I go to Him." Campbell Morgan held the beginning of his confidence steadfast to the end.

Oh, if you've drifted from Christ, come back to Him today; If you have never trusted Him, trust Him today and be saved.

PAGE  
7

