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If you have your Bible now, turn with me, to Mark, chapter 7 and verses 15 to 23, and we are going to study today "Things That Defile or Corrupt Men." That means all of us. Things that Jesus warns us about. Things that Jesus says are bad.

I am reading to you from a modern translation today, just to make it a little clearer to us in modern English. The words of the Lord Jesus Christ, beginning with verse 20: "Know that it is what comes from a man that de​files him. From within, from the heart of men, the designs of evil come. Sexual vice, stealing, murder, adultery, lust, malice, deceit, sensuality, envying, slander, arrogance, recklessness, all these evils issue from within and they defile (or corrupt) a man." So we are going to study today the things that JESUS SAID will corrupt a man. Cor​rupt him, defile him, make him ugly, sinful, nauseating to God and to man. That is what sin does.

Over in Psalm 24:4 the Psalmist raised the question, "Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord, and who can stand in His Holy Place?" The answer is, "He that hath clean hands and a pure heart." Clean hands, and a pure heart. I have written this in Hebrew on a little slip of paper and keep it before me on my desk, as a reminder to me that if I am going to walk with

my God today, tomorrow, on through life, and in the land beyond, He RE​QUIRES of those who walk with Him "clean hands and a pure heart.” NAKI CAFAYIM.

"Clean hands." Now the word NAKI means, "pure, innocent, free from blame, clear, free from guilt." Hands that are "pure." Hands that are "innocent." Hands that are "free from blame; they haven't given themselves to sin." Hands that are "clear from blame." Hands that are "free of guilt." Clean hands means, of course, externally, outside. We haven't let the members of our body lead us into sin.

And then, "a pure heart.” PURE HEART? Yes, that is what the Lord says. "A pure heart."

How are we going to have clean hands and pure heart? By keeping laws? No, we are learning in our study of Galatians that righteousness is not a matter of "keeping law." It can be attained ONLY AS WE WALK WITH JESUS CHRIST BY FAITH! It is only for those who put their trust in Christ. The Lord, in answer to their faith, gives them His Holy Spirit within! And the Holy Spirit, WITHIN, shows us and teaches us and warns us and inspires us toward that which is holy and good and righteous in God's eyes. Now if a man is not born again, if he does not have the Spirit of God dwelling there, then it is impossible for him to have clean hands and pure heart.

We read that the Pharisees gathered to meet Jesus and noticed that some of His disciples ate their food with unwashed hands. The Pharisees and all the Jews declined to eat until they washed it. They had to keep a number in obedience to the tradition of their elders. They declined to eat what​ever came from the market, till they washed it. They had to keep a number of other traditions about washing cups and jugs and basins and beds.

So these Pharisees and scribes put this question to Jesus: "Why do your disciples NOT follow the tradition of the elders? Why do they take their food with common hands, defiled hands?"

Jesus said to them, "It was about you hypocrites that Isaiah prophesied: This people honor Me with their lips, but their HEART is far from Me."

Vain was their worship, because the doctrines they preached were from HUMAN precepts. They neglected what God commanded, and held to human traditions! I am afraid, my friends, there is a terrible danger abroad among us today. We worry about WHAT PEOPLE THINK, more than about WHAT GOD HAS SAID. What God says is the only thing that is so! What​ever God says is right. Whatever God says is true. I have said so many times: we are going to meet THE GOD OF THE BIBLE when we die, not the God of popular imagination or popular theology.

Jesus told these Pharisees, "You have set aside what GOD commands, so you can maintain your own tradition." Then He turned from the Pharisees and the scribes and turned to the crowd. He said to them, "Listen to Me, all of you, and understand this. Noth​ing OUTSIDE a man can defile him, by entering him. It is what comes FROM him that defiles him. If anyone has ears to hear, let him listen to this." So it isn't what ENTERS INTO you that defiles you, it is what comes FROM THE INSIDE that defiles and makes a man common. He was answer​ing those fellows, who were so reli​giously concerned about eating some bread with hands that weren't washed,

while their HEARTS were filled with hatred for Himself, and were without the Love of God! They cared more about the tradition of men more than they did God's Word. They PRO​FESSED to worship God, but they did not LOVE Him.

Now verse 17, "When He went in​doors, away from the crowd, His dis​ciples asked Him the meaning of this parabolic saying. He said, "So you do not understand either? Do you not see how nothing outside a man can defile him by entering him? It does not enter into his HEART but into his belly. No, it is what comes FROM a man that defiles him. It is from within, from the HEART of man, that designs of evil come." There never has been a war, there never has been a murder, there never has been a robbery, there never has been adultery, there never has been a rape or kidnapping, there never has been a drunkard, defiled by what came from the outside. All of these things come from the HEART of men!

This bears witness to God's Word through the prophet, "The HEART is deceitful above all things and des​perately wicked. Who can know it?" I have known of people who have lived a noble life for fifty years, then all of a sudden, do some terrible, horrible thing, and say, "How could this have happened to me? I never dreamed it was IN me!" But God's Word has been telling us all along that we cannot TRUST our hearts! We've got to TRUST JESUS, and let HIS SPIRIT come in, and obey the Spirit, if we are going to have victory over a deceitful wicked heart.

We are born with wicked hearts. We are born wicked WITHIN, INSIDE. And the INSIDE has to be clean. Our souls, our minds, the place of reason​ing, purposing, planning, has to be right. If that is right, the external actions will be right! What difference does it make about eating bread with dirty hands, if a man's SOUL is being destroyed by dirty SINS?

Listen, it is from within, from the inside, from the HEART of man, that the designs of evil come. Evil reason​ings, plans, purposings, sexual vice, all these evil books on the newsstands today, sewerage books, nasty books, filthy books. I always am reminded

of the passage in the Revelation that says, "He that is filthy, let him be filthy still." These minds that spawn these evil books are corrupt. But those who READ them are just as bad, be​cause there wouldn't be any market for such books if men's minds were obeying the Spirit, were not loving evil things.

Sexual vice today. Our town news​paper used to be just as clean as it could be on most of its entertainment page, but in recent years it has be​come ugly. You see it as you go around about the country. A newspaper once clean, now with filthy advertise​ments in it. "That's business," they say. "We ALSO have an editorial page, and preachers giving us wonderful editorials and talk about worshipping God and all that." But on the enter​tainment and television page are shown pictures that lead to vice and sin. Jesus said all of that comes out of the HEART of man. One of the great sins of modern America is that the business world tries to hold on to God with one hand and sin with the other. But it won't work, friends. It won't work. In other words, "Anything is all right, to make MONEY." Any sort of advertising is all right, regardless of whether or not they appeal to the baser passions of men, regardless of whether or not they stimulate evil thinking and rouse the tiger that is in men. BUT IT IS NOT ALL RIGHT WITH GOD. There is coming a day when there won't be any unclean pub​lications of any sort, whether they be newspaper or magazines or books or anything else. These filthy advertise​ments come from INSIDE men, a will​ingness to publish such things to MAKE MONEY, making money on vice, sexual vice.

Well, let's be truthful, friends. We aren't saying this in an ugly way. We are saying it calmly and coolly. What is GOD going to say when He comes? What is JESUS going to say? A man is going to be held accountable for his business dealings. It is a lot better to be clean, and have LESS MONEY, than to be UNCLEAN and defiling one's self and others because of an undue love for MONEY. I am more and more struck by the fact that one of the sins of America is COVETOUSNESS, which God hates like idolatry. In fact, God says covetousness IS idolatry! Covetousness in the Greek means "the inordinate desire to HAVE MORE, and willingness to sacrifice any principles to GET more, of this world's goods."

Jesus said, "Out of the heart of man comes stealing." A man steals. That comes from his heart. Nothing outside of him makes him do it. "Murder." He that hateth is a murderer, said Jesus. "Adultery." He that looketh upon a woman with the purpose of lusting af​ter her has already committed adultery in his heart, said Jesus. "Lust." That carries with it the sense of desires that are not good for us. "Malice." Malice is anger toward others, or hatred and ill will toward others. "Deceit." De​ceiving others, the very opposite of truthfulness. "Sensuality." Living just for the senses and not for that which is right. "Envying." Oh, the sin of envy! Wanting to BE what somebody else is, or HAVE what somebody else has, when God has given us what we have, to use for His glory and we ought to be grateful for what God has given. Maybe we are NOT as hand​some as others; maybe we are NOT as talented as others; maybe we are NOT geniuses like some few to whom God has given tremendous intelligence. But let's take what God gives and enjoy it and use it FOR HIM. "Slander." Speaking evil against somebody else. God's Word says to speak evil of no man! "Arrogance." A haughty attitude toward others. "Recklessness." An un​willingness to conform to what society believes is the best standard when it is right.

All these are EVILS, and Jesus says that every one of these things ISSUES FROM WITHIN. They come from the INSIDE, and THEY are the things that corrupt a man.

The Lord help us, friends. Are we (like the Pharisees) more careful about the externalities that men see, or about the HEART, that GOD sees? We OUGHT to be clean outside. Cleanli​ness is NEXT to godliness, but never before it. Godliness is first. TO BE GODLY, to have clean hands and a pure heart (as God says in Psalm 24 we must have in order to walk with Him) WE MUST RECEIVE JESUS INTO OUR HEARTS, and we must WALK by the Spirit within Who will give us victory over all sin.

God help us to search our lives to​day with this passage of Scripture, and see if JESUS has put His Finger on things in our lives, on things that He says are "evil" and "defiling" and make a man common and corrupt and unholy and unworthy of His Presence! We want to walk with God here and walk with Him hereafter.
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