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Psalm 88:1-3

In Psalm 88:1-3 we read, “O Lord God of my salvation, I have cried day and night before thee: Let my prayer come before thee: Incline thine ear unto my cry; for my soul is full of troubles; and my life draweth nigh unto the grave.” I want to speak to you on this subject today, "Things that men give all their thought and time to that cannot save their souls." Notice in Psalms 88, "O Lord, God of my salvation." Notice that the Psalmist's life is full of trouble and his life is drawing nigh unto the grave, and the only hope he has is the Lord God of his salvation. He is able to cry, “O Lord God of MY salvation.” Now notice that expression, MY SALVATION. He knew that he had salvation. He had deliverance. He was in a state of safety and he knew it, and he could cry out, “0 Lord God of MY salvation.” 

It is wonderful to be able to say that, friends, if you really have it. Now there are multitudes that cannot say, “0 Lord God of MY salvation,” because they do not have salvation. Why do they not? Because they have false ideas about values. They are putting their minds, and their time, and their energy and all their thoughts, upon things that cannot save. God says in Isaiah, concerning the heathen that bow before idols, “Why do you cry unto those that cannot save? Why do you cry unto that which cannot deliver you?”  When you are in sickness, or when you come to die, or when you sustain some terrific sorrow or shock in life, when loved ones are snatched out of your arms into Eternity, why are you trusting something that cannot help you in an hour like that? They have ears but they hear not, and eyes that cannot see, tongues that can't speak words of comfort, hands that cannot reach out to you and feet that cannot walk to you to help you.  

Money

Everywhere I go I find that men are giving their time and thought to things that cannot save. One of those things is money. People are money‑mad. They are selling their souls for money these days. Businessmen are selling their very souls for money. They work day and night; they will slave, just to make more money.

"What is more precious than money?" you may ask. I will tell you: THE BLOOD OF CHRIST. Peter says of every one of us, “Ye are not redeemed with corruptible things such as silver and gold, but with the precious blood of Christ without spot and blemish.” Oh, my friend, listen to me. When a little baby dies in your arms, money is not going to comfort you, but the Blood of Christ certainly will. Because of the shed blood of Jesus, you will meet your baby again. When you lay away your wife in the grave and you are weeping, and the darkness of grief is sweeping over your soul, money is not going to comfort you. All the estates in the world can't put your precious wife back in your arms again. Money is not the thing that will count in that solemn hour. Money won't do your grieving heart any good, but believe me, the Blood of Christ will, for through that Blood of Christ you will meet your wife again. When you come to die, will you say, "bring out my bank book, I want some comfort!  I'm dying I'M going into Eternity, and I want to clip my coupons. I want to look at my stocks and bonds. I want to know that I have a big bank account." You never heard any dying man talk like that. Yet people everyday are turning away from the Blood of Christ, rejecting it, and selling their souls for MONEY everywhere you turn. Money, money, money! That is not an abiding value, friends, Money can't bring happiness. Money can't bring joy. Money can't bring peace of mind. Money can't bring health. A man spends his health getting his wealth, and then he has to spend his wealth to try to salvage what remains of his health. What a tragic thing it is! Don't be deceived. Money can't give you peace, but the Blood of Christ can. Think it through.

Education

Another thing that cannot save you is education. There are people who are mad about education. I went through the great University of Nebraska, and saw one of the most modern libraries of today. It is a wonderful library. My! The knowledge that is contained on those shelves. But as I walked out of that place, I thought, "The majority of those young men and young women are going the ways of this world. Their minds are filled with literature of the world. And I've found out that you can't read everything under the sun and know your Bible, too. You can't do it. Some people say, "I want to be a well‑read person.” Fine, if you can do that and walk with God, too. But if you can't, better walk with God! When you find out that you can't read everything else and read your Bible too, better read your Bible, because when you come to die you won't say, "Bring me out all those great volumes, those great books from the Uni​versity Library. They will comfort me.  Read me So‑and‑so's book on Economics, and one on Science, and some others that great men have written on every theme of human knowledge. I'm dying and they will comfort me. Education will help me." 0, beloved, it won't.  It won't! But I tell you what will. One blessed statement from the old Bible will help in that Hour! "The Lord is my Shepherd," will mean more than all the worldly education in all the universities of the country when the darkness of death begins to sweep over you and you are going out into Eternity.  The old Bible will be the real value.

Say, I'd rather spend my life knowing the Bible than all that. Now; I'm not the only one who says that. One of our nation's outstanding educators makes this statement: "I'd rather know my Bible than have a college education. It is more important." And yet there are multitudes being graduated from our universities who know nothing at all about the Bible. They are just as ignor​ant of God as a tribesman yonder in Africa, far removed from any mission​ary. Education will not save you. We are emphasizing education and getting away from the Bible, and that is just what the trouble is today. Now don't mis​understand me. All Truth belongs to God. I will always say that. All know​ledge belongs to God and every child of God thirsts for true knowledge, but he will never let secular knowledge crowd out his Bible. The Bible will be first. He will want to know all the truth he can know, but he will want to know God and His Book first. When he arises in the morning the living Truth of the Word of God will be the first thing he will read. When he goes to bed at night, the Word of God is the last thing before he closes his eyes and goes into the unconsciousness of sleep. Money can't save and education can't save.

Entertainment

The world is entertainment‑mad. We have to have pleasure! We are on the run! It's a dance tonight, and a show tomorrow night, and a drinking party next night, and a game of cards the ‑next night. We are pleasure‑mad, lit​erally pleasure‑mad. Will entertainment save you? The present modern enter​tainment is the surest way to Hell I know. It is thoroughly imbued with the essence of lust and lewdness and lasciviousness and dirt and shame. The whole thing is Anti‑God, anti‑Christianity. The whole entertaining world is going mad on subjects of sin. Brother, when you come to die will you say, "Bring out the chorus girls now. I'm dying; I'm going into the Presence of a holy God. I'm going into the great Be​yond called Eternity. I'm facing the judgment day. Put on a show! Let's clap the hands! The show must go on!  Let's have the tinsel and the gaudiness.  Strike up the band and let us hear the tinkling of the wine glasses!" Oh, what foolishness! How ridiculous! If you are a worldly man or woman you may say, "Well, you Christians never have a good time. Do you want us to be long​ faced?" 

Listen, you just don't know.  You don't know what a good time is, friends. “In thy Presence is fullness of joy,” said the Psalmist, and I have found it so. “And at thy right hand are pleasures forever more.” There is a joy in a conscience clean before God that no sinner in the world can enjoy. There is a joy in walking with God. There is joy in maintaining a prayer life. There is a joy in studying the Word of God.  There is a joy in the Presence of the Holy Spirit and there is a joy in the service of the Lord that this world has​n't anything to compare with. There is joy in these great revival meetings, when souls come to God! Just go win a soul to Jesus and you will have joy that this world knows nothing about.  

To live for others is the true life of happiness, and the man and woman who live their lives for selfish entertainment alone will die with self, and with bit​terness and ashes in their mouth. The dregs of life! But the man and woman who give themselves to God and the service of God come down to the end of the way with a real hope in their hearts this world cannot give. "In thy Presence is fullness of joy!" I'm not denying that there is joy in the things of the flesh. As long as we are down in this world, and until God takes the old, sinful nature out of every one of us there will be joys in the flesh. But here is the thing about it. They turn out as bitter as hell! There are joys in the flesh, but they don't last, and they turn out as ashes in your mouth and as wormwood in your soul; as the gall of bitterness in your heart and your mind. You've played the fool! It is a bitter wind‑up. Money can't save, and education can't save, and entertainment can't save.

Religion

What else can't save? Religion can't save! That s right! You say, "Oh, I believe in God!" Sure, and you're going to Hell if that is all! Everybody believes in God. Yes they do! Even the man who denies Him with his lips knows He is the One who made this universe. He is lying when he says he is an atheist. There are no real atheists. The are just kidding themselves. But religion can't save you! The church can't save you. You can join every church, can be baptized and go through all the motions, BUT DOWN IN THE DEPTHS OF YOUR HEART, AS GOD LOOKS ON YOUR HEART, IF SIN HASN'T BEEN BROKEN UP THERE, YOU ARE A LOST SOUL! If you have never come to God with real, deep contrition in your own soul (not to show others, not to put on an act) if you have never come alone to God, repenting of sin and receiving the Lord Jesus as Saviour, I’m telling you, your religion can take you to Hell, not to Heaven. 

Religion can't save you, friends. It can't! You say, "How can I be saved?" The only answer is JESUS! Jesus loves you and died for your sins and if you don't love Him you won't go to Heaven. If you don't honor Him you won't go to heaven. If down in your soul you do not love Christ and prove it by giving up your sins (sin nailed Him to the cross) and turning to Him to serve Him and to love Him, I'm telling you now, you're LOST.

Loved Ones' Prayers

What else cannot save? The PRAYERS OF LOVED ONES CAN’T.  On your deathbed, the death dew on your brow, you can cry out as you are facing eternity, "My mother prayed for me!" Or "I had a godly sister!" or "I had a godly dad." But the answer will be, “They were godly for themselves, but you lived ungodly. You'll have to go to Hell. They are up there in Glory in Heaven." Yes, the prayers of your loved ones won't save! What WILL save?  YOUR OWN PRAYERS WILL SAVE!  “Whosoever shall call upon the Name of the Lord shall be saved.” But until you yourself come to God, there will be no salvation. And you must come in the Name of Jesus. "There is one God and one Mediator between God and man; the man Christ Jesus."  

Salvation of Others

Then finally, what else cannot save?  The salvation of others cannot save.  One man trembled when he said, "I see others going into God's Kingdom and I stand outside trembling at the Gates of Death." Is that you? Your loves ones are saved. Your wife, your husband, your children have already come to Christ. But are you still unsaved?  Brother, the salvation of others will never save YOU. You must have you own salvation. “For what shall it profit a man if he gain the whole world and lose his own soul?”  You may say, "Preacher, how can I be saved? Money won't save me, entertainment, education religion, prayers of loved ones, the salvation of loved ones and friends won’t save me. What WILL save me?" REPENTANCE AND FAITH IN THE LORD JESUS! Go alone and get down on your knees right now and say, "God be merciful to me, a sinner. I have been spending all my time and thoughts on things that cannot save, but I do want to be saved. I here and now call on Thy Name for salvation. Jesus, I will trust YOU and LOVE you and give my life and heart to You from this day on.  God will know your heart. He will save you!  Will you do it?
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