THE WAY HOME TO GOD

Jesse M. Hendley

Luke 18:9-14

The Lord Jesus, our great Saviour, came into this world to save sinners.

One time Jesus was telling a story. He was trying to show the Pharisees in their self‑righteousness and religiosity that they were not saved.

Jesus said, "Two men went into the temple to pray. One was a Pharisee and the other was a publican." The publican was a sinner, an outstanding sinner, a man known to be a sinner. He was a tax collector for the Roman government and when the government would assess so much per head, this man would add some to it, as it pleased him. He did not have to give an account, and he would make personal profit from this job of tax collecting. He stole very much in this way and was a hated sinner in the eyes of the Jews.

Now the Lord Jesus was telling this story to these Pharisees. The Pharisees, you know, were very, very strict. They went to the temple, and they paid their tithe, they were careful to observe the law, and so forth. Yet they rejected Christ and hated Him and did not have hearts of mercy, broken, repentant hearts.

So Jesus was telling them of a Pharisee and a publican who both went to the temple to pray. The Pharisee stood up and prayed, "Lord, You know what sort of a man I am, how I pay my tithes and fast twice a week," and he went on giving God an account of how good he was. It is interesting to notice that the Scriptures say, "He prayed within himself." He really wasn't praying to God; he was praying to himself; he was commending himself.

But the publican over there knew that he was wrong. He knew he had sinned. He was thinking of all the thievery he had done, and his heart was broken up before God as he cried, "Lord, be merciful to me, the sinner."

Jesus said that man went down to his house saved, a real child of God. Now here is a great statement, friends, "God, be merciful to me, a sinner." When any one comes to the place in his life when he wants mercy from God, and realizes he is lost and needs Him, then God reaches down His Arms and saves such a person. "God, be merciful to me, the sinner."

Now that prayer is enough to save anyone. It will save anyone. It will save a murderer. When Saul of Tarsus met Jesus on the Damascus road, his hands were red with the blood of Christians--‑men and women and children. Saul hated the Name of Jesus! But when Christ came into Saul's life, and he became Paul the Apostle, ever afterward Paul called himself "the chief of sinners," and he reveled in the grace of the Lord Jesus. He reveled in the fact that Jesus would save murderers! Jesus will save murderers today. He will save anybody who will come to Him, anybody who WANTS Him, anybody who realizes his NEED of Him. Jesus will save!

I spoke the other day about a terrible situation that upset some friends. I told about a man who left his wife and children, without any sense of remorse, just went on without any repentance, no sense of sorrow or of making things right. He divorced his wife and married someone else. So a friend, who had a divorce, became all upset about it because I mentioned the divorce end of it. My emphasis was that the man had never come to God and repented of his sins. He had never come to God with a broken heart. He failed to realize his wrong, his crime. Now this lady was born again. She had a divorce and she remarried, and came to God. She has been converted. God has blotted out the past. Aren't we glad that God will forgive and blot out the past? That He will hold it against us no more? There is always a way out, IN JESUS. God never lets anyone come to a place of despair. There is peace in Jesus. There is forgiveness in Jesus. There is salvation in Jesus. 

The repentant soul, looking at the Cross and seeing the Blood of Christ shed for sin, will find peace with God. Jesus died for that woman's divorce and sin of the past. Why should she be distressed? Why should she worry about something Christ has already taken care of? Friend, you can say what you please, but I am telling anyone listening to me today that there is good news for the sinner IN JESUS CHRIST. Is there good news for a person who has been divorced and remarried? Yes, there is; that Jesus can save, that His Blood paid for it, that His Blood settled it, and all God asks the sinner to do is come to Jesus with a repentant heart. It doesn't make any difference what you have done‑--it might even be murder. It might be adultery. It might be slander. It might be lying or stealing. God will forgive, in Jesus Christ. What Good News! Oh, what a Gospel, that Christ DIED FOR sinners! The Blood of Jesus Christ is all we need to cleanse us from all sin. Whosoever believeth in Him shall not perish. That's all God asks you to do, just believe in Him. Just believe in the Lord Jesus. Realize you are a sinner and that you NEED Him. Such a one God will not turn away. Anyone who comes to the Lord Jesus in sincere repentance of sin and faith in Him as Saviour and Lord will be saved.

God condemns anyone living, who tries to come to Him in any way but through His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. Salvation is all the grace of God! What is the grace of God? It is God reaching out with His Big Arms, to hug to His Bosom the soul who has sinned against Him.

Now this woman was greatly disturbed. Yet she had sincerely repented of her sins. She had come to God brokenheartedly. She had sorrowed over her past. She loves Jesus. She has accepted Jesus. She is looking to Jesus. She is saved just as securely as that woman in the Book of John, chapter four. Jesus gave her the Water of Life, she was born again, and revival broke out. Isn't that sweet? Isn't that wonderful?

Friend, it doesn't make any difference what you have done. You may have been in great sin, terrible sin, but Jesus said in John the eighth chapter, to a woman in sin, "Where are thine accusers? Doth no man condemn you?" She said, "No man, Lord." And the Blessed Master said, "Neither do I condemn thee. Go and sin no more." The fact that Jesus said, "I do not condemn thee," is proof that there was nothing there now to be condemned!

Friend, if your sins of the past are condemning you and bothering you, bringing about sleepless nights and miserable days, listen, bring them all to Jesus and receive His forgiveness. Look to His Cross and the Blood He shed for you. Believe His Word that He died for your sins. Take as your own promise that Scripture, "The blood of Jesus Christ God's Son cleanseth us from ALL SIN." If Christ forgives, why do you have to worry about them? If He has blotted them all out and forgotten them, why should you worry? If you still doubt that Jesus Christ forgives, remember that God's Word is TRUE and your doubts are false. The heart, God says, is deceitful above all things. When your heart tried to make you believe you are condemned, and yet you are earnestly trusting Jesus, then your heart is wrong. There is no condemnation to them, which are in Christ Jesus. NO CONDEMNATION. Every sin is blotted out, just as though you had never sinned, when you sincerely come to Jesus for forgiveness. Say, isn't that Good News? That is the Gospel.

You know, I love to read Martin Luther. He is a man after my own heart. I love to read him because he dared to believe God's forgiveness! He dared to rejoice in the salvation Jesus bought for him! When the old devil would come and stand before him and say, "Martin Luther, you old sinner, you are going to Hell. You cannot be saved. Look at these sins you have committed." Martin Luther would look at those sins and couldn't deny that they were true. He would say, "That's right. But old devil, you write down at the bottom of the list that THE BLOOD OF JESUS CHRIST CLEANSETH ME FROM ALL SIN." And the devil would leave him.

Listen, it might be a good idea to write down a list of the sins that are bothering you. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. Really write them down, and as you do, say, "Lord, I did this. I lied. I stole. I did this. I did that." Write them down on a piece of paper! Then look it over. Then with a repentant, sorrowful heart write at the bottom of the list, JESUS CHRIST, GOD'S SON, CLEANSETH ME FROM ALL SIN. Then the next thing to do is GO BURN THAT PAPER! Don't let anybody see it! Go burn it up! I believe many of you whose past sins are still troubling you, will find peace if you do that. Oh, just see that the Blood of Jesus, God's Son, CLEANSES you, from ALL sin! God is good. At the bottom it is our own deceitful, doubting hearts that give us trouble. God is so good He will forgive you. We just don't believe Him, that's all. We just keep thinking about our sins instead of His great forgiveness. But God WANTS to forgive. He says, "Him that cometh unto Me I will in no wise cast out." You know, when Adam sinned, God lovingly called to him, and said, "Adam, where art thou?" "I still want fellowship with you. I love you. I want you with Me in heaven." You know, God loved us so much that He even gave His Son to die for us, that we might be with him in heaven. Oh, when I think about the Cross, I wouldn't give MY son to die for anybody. I don't believe I could do it. Not for a drunkard out there in the gutter. I couldn't go to the state prison and give my son to die in the place of a murderer on death row there. But listen, GOD did that. GOD gave us Jesus to save us. Can we deny that love? Can we deny that grace? Can you deny the BLOOD of Jesus? Listen, it is an awful sin if we really are repentant and love God--‑NOT to BELIEVE that He forgives us!

Do you believe God forgives sin? You say, "Yes."  Do you believe God forgives YOUR sin?  You can say, "Yes. The Blood of Jesus cleanses ME from all sin."  Just now, will you face this question squarely? What about your sins? spread them all out before the Cross of the Lord Jesus Christ. Look up into the Blessed Face of the Son of God. Claim Him as your own personal Sa​viour. Say in your own soul, "The Blood of Jesus Christ, God's Son, cleanseth me from all sin." And go and sin no more! Will you do it?
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