THE VALLEY OF THE SHADOW OF DEATH
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Psalm 23

You are familiar with the great Twenty‑third Psalm. But are you familiar with its great TRUTHS? God help us today as we think upon His Word. May the Spirit of the Living God speak to each heart. Listen, please, to the Word of God.

In verse 4 of this Psalm, we read some amazing words, wonderful words. "Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for Thou art with me. Thy rod and Thy staff, they comfort me." I want to lift out of that text the expression, "the valley of the shadow of death.”

David, the Psalmist, knew about Death. He is speaking here about the valley of the shadow of death. David says, "Though I walk through it, though it is inevitable for me to go through that valley, though it is definitely sure that at the end of life there is the experience of death to go through; though for some there will be fear and harm, yet as for me, I will fear no harm, no destruction, no evil of any sort, for Thou art with me." "Thou, Lord, art with me!" That is a comforting thing for the child of God. The LORD will go through that valley with the child of God.

The Bible says that there are two roads in this life, and all of us are traveling one of the two. There is the straight and narrow road about which Jesus speaks. It is the road traveled by the godly, by the believers in Jesus Christ. The other road leads to destruction. It is the road traveled by the ungodly, by unbelievers. You and I and everyone are traveling one of these two roads.

The Bible says that man may make his choice as to which road he travels in life. God has permitted man to have his choice. He has given us the power of choice. I can travel the broad road that leads to destruction. I can walk the ungodly way. I can ignore God and His Day and His people and His house and pay no attention to Him. I can ignore God's Son. I can refuse to pray and read His Word and refuse to have any spiritual life whatsoever. If I WANT to do that, I may; I have my choice. Or, I can choose God! I can choose to walk with God, to pray and read the Bible and trust the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, and to live the holy and godly life. God permits man to have his choice as to which road he travels from birth unto death. You and I must make that choice.

At the end of life's journey we come, everyone of us, to the "valley of the shadow of death." The two roads both lead into it. In it is the shadow of Death. That means that Death is nearby. Now all of us must come to that place. Saved and unsaved must come there. The roads converge there.

But, in this valley, the roads divide. One group of people is given the privilege of taking the upward road to heaven. Happy people they are! Happy is the soul, who, upon coming to the valley of the shadow of death, is welcome to take the upward road leading to heaven! The other group is forced to take the downward road to hell. There are only two groups.

Now there is NO CHOICE as to which road you must take. It is too late to make the choice then. When you step into the valley, it is too late; the choice is over. The privileges are all over. Whether you want to take one road or the other does not matter now. The choice has been made in life. The road you will take in the valley is settled before you ever arrive there. When you descend into the valley of the shadow of death, your road will have been determined by the road you got on in life. The road you take will have been determined by what you did in life and your condition when you fell asleep.

Let me say that again. Whether you take the upward road to heaven or the downward road to hell is determined by your condition when you fall asleep, your condition when you die. HOW YOU DIE, then, is the most important thing in your life. How you CAME INTO this world is not of major importance; but how you LEAVE it IS of major importance. How you were born carries changeable and temporal consequences; but how you DIE carries unchangeable and eternal consequences. When the last breath leaves your body, the soul will leave the body, too. It is AFTER the last breath has been breathed that the Soul takes its departure from the body. YOU, the living personality, go out of your body and into the valley of the shadow of death. As the soul is, at the moment of the last breath, so will that soul be forever. If the soul belongs to Jesus, it takes the upward path; if the soul has not Jesus, it must, of necessity, take the downward path.

Your ETERNAL BEING depends upon Jesus Christ! In that moment of your last breath, it will be up to Him to say whether your soul will go upward or downward. Our eternity‑--yours and mine--‑hangs upon Jesus Christ! The eternity of you, of me, of your wife, of your husband, of your son, of your daughter, hangs upon HIM. Everyone we love, all of our friends, every individual person in all the world---their eternal destiny depends upon what HE will do with us, when the last breath leaves our bodies, when we enter the valley of the shadow of DEATH.

Now Jesus Christ is God's Son. God says that time and again in this Holy Bible! God has decreed that all who refuse to worship His Son refuse also HIMSELF. The man who refuses CHRIST refuses GOD! God will not have His Son dishonored. To dishonor Christ is to dishonor GOD. To ignore Christ is to ignore God. God will have nothing to do with the person who turns his back upon Jesus Christ, His Son. But he who loves the Son of God, gives himself to the Son of God, yields himself to the Son of God, God WELCOMES that one into His Eternal House beyond the valley of the shadow of death, as He welcomes His own Son. To receive Christ is to BE received, by God, as His own Son. He who has no part in Jesus Christ is shut out of any inheritance in God's House. He finds no welcome with God! I tell you, friends, WHAT YOU DO WITH JESUS CHRIST determines your ETERNAL STATE, your well‑being or ill‑being, beyond the valley!

As you come to the valley, as you enter you see JESUS standing. One road leads downward. One road leads upward. Jesus stands there separating the souls that here just died. Some He will wave to the one road, and some to the other.

Let me remind you, friends that it does not depend on your WORDS at that moment! Many a man is a glib speaker; He has the "gift of gab.” He is a wonderful "talker.” But WORDS will mean nothing in that tremendous moment. Neither will your actions there mean anything to the Son of God as He stands at the fork of the road. What you SAY then, or what you DO then, will not determine the road you will take. ONLY ONE THING determines the way you will take. DO YOU BELONG TO JESUS? Do you belong to HIM? The Lord knoweth them that are His! The Lord also knoweth those who are NOT His‑--those who have taken no time for Him, have not honored Him, have refused Him and His Word. The Son of God KNOWS!

I am asking you now, friend, do you belong to Jesus Christ? Have you welcomed HIM into your heart and life, the Son of the Living God? Do you want Him to welcome YOU? Do you want Him to receive you, when you come alone to the valley of death? When that last breath leaves your body, and your soul goes to meet Christ, and you stand at the fork of the road in the Presence of the Son of God, do you want Him to WELCOME, you? There is only one way you can be sure of that, and that is that YOU WELCOME HIM, here and now. He has offered you Himself and His great deliverance and salvation. Have you received Him? Do you BELONG to Jesus Christ?  

That is one of the reasons why I can say that I love that wonderful song: "Now I belong to Jesus, Jesus belongs to me! Not for the years of time alone, but for eternity!" Twenty‑four years ago, I let JESUS come into my soul. In a very solemn, deep moment of my life, Jesus Christ belonged to me and I belonged to Him. One of these days my breath will leave my body and I will go into the valley of the shadow of death, and when I walk up to Him, I will be able to say, "Now I belong to Jesus, Jesus belongs to me! Not for the years of time alone, BUT FOR ETERNITY."

Don't wait too late, friend. Listen. A boy in Korea, fighting for our free​dom, and realizing for the first time in his life that he was up against death and destruction, saw that he NEEDED GOD. He wrote home to the father and mother who had lived godless lives and raised him in a godless home, "Mother and Dad, WHY DIDN'T YOU TELL ME ABOUT GOD?" Before he could get a letter in return, the boy was killed! KILLED, without knowing God!

Friend, what have you done with Jesus Christ? If you continue to refuse Him, there will be no hope for you at the valley of the shadow of death! You can choose Him NOW; but it will be too late to choose Him THEN! What you are when you die will be what you'll be forever. If you don't belong to Jesus when you die, then Jesus can​not welcome you into the Father's House.

This moment, it isn't too late. You can right now welcome Jesus Christ into your heart and life. Won't you bow your head right now and pray, "God, be merciful to me a sinner and save me now, for Jesus' sake." Wel​come Jesus into your heart and life NOW. Go to Him in holy prayer and confess your sins and trust His pre​cious blood to wash you clean in His sight. "The blood of Jesus Christ clean​seth from all sin." Trust Him and Him alone as your Saviour and Lord, and be ready to enter the valley of death, belonging to Him, safe in Him! "I will fear no evil, for THOU art with me." Will you do it? Don't delay. Receive Him today. God bless you.
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