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Matthew 25:14

Turn with me, please, to Matthew, the 25th chapter. How we thank God that Jesus died for us! What an awful thing to reject Him! Today we want to study about His Coming Again, for we are in times of crisis and we want to be ready to meet Him should He come at any time. In this passage in Matthew He tells of the terrible circumstances that will prevail among people who merely profess His Name when He comes again.

Let us begin to read at verse 14: "For the kingdom of heaven is as a man traveling into a far country, who called his own servants and delivered unto them his goods, and unto one He gave five talents, and to another, two, and to another, one, to every man according to his several ability; and straightway took his journey."

You will notice here that Jesus is giving us a picture of what is going on in this present age. Today Jesus is in Heaven, but to every one of us He has given His own goods. Let us remember that. The Man traveling into the far country is the Lord Jesus. His own servants represent those who have professed His Name, those who have claimed Him as their Saviour and Lord. We are going to find that He says, "Cast the unprofitable servant into outer darkness." That is a terrible, terrible word. Do you claim to be a servant of the Lord Jesus? Everybody who is not a servant of the Lord Jesus shall perish. Well, the children of God are servants of Christ, and we love to serve Him. We love to carry on His business in this present world.

So he calls His own servants and delivers unto them His own goods. All through this passage we are reminded that everything we have spiritually comes directly from the hands of Jesus. What we have is His goods. God have mercy on us if we are not using the things our Master gave us for His Glory! "He delivered unto them His goods." If you are a Christian, if you are a servant of Christ, if you are a child of God, the Lord has delivered unto you His goods, that which belongs to Himself, and you are going to have to give an account. I am going to have to give an account for the goods that the Lord has committed into my care. Time, talent, substance or whatever God has delivered unto us so that we can trade and gain for His Kingdom. Then on that Day of Reckoning, when we stand in the Presence of our Lord and Master, and look into His Face, He will look into our faces and require an account. Oh, what an hour it will be!

We notice, "Unto one He gave five talents, to another two, and to another, one."

We do not all have the same talents. Some people are five talented people. Others are two‑talented. Still others have just one talent. The man who has only one talent is not to envy the man who has five, or the man who has two. The man with five is not to belittle the man who has only one, because he received his five from the Master. The man with one has his also as a gift from he Master.

You may say, "Well, it doesn't seem right for the Master to discriminate like that." Oh, but listen. He doesn't require of the man with one talent anything but faithfulness in the use of that one talent. He does require that the man with five talents be faithful in the use of all five, and the man with two must be faithful in the use of his two. In other words, the reward is in accordance with the faithful use of whatever the Lord gave you. Whatever things He has put into your hands He wants you to use for the kingdom of God. Everything the Lord gave you was given to you so that you would use it for Him and gain something for His Kingdom. If you are NOT using whatever He gave you, money, time, talents, and substance, for HIM, then, friends, you are going to come down to the end of the journey of life with nothing to take with you. A wasted life! A wasted life, when there were so many possibilities!

He gave to every man according to his abilities. Jesus gives to every man SOMETHING. You may say, "I haven't anything I can use for Jesus." Well, that isn't so. Jesus said He gave to every man. He gives to every one of His servants SOMETHING that can be used for the glory of the Lord. If you will just think a minute, you will find something in your life that can be turned into gain for Christ and Eternity. And if you are wise, you will find that something, and start using it! "Every man according to his ability." Every man has not the same task. If a man has one job to do, there is no reason for him to be trained for a different one that the Lord doesn't require him to do. He gives the training for the job, He gives you a talent, and He gives you the ability to use it. If you haven't the ability to preach, then He didn't call you to preach. If He gave you the ability to teach, then the Lord called you to teach. Whatever ability you have, He wants you to use it for Him. This is true on down the line of service.  "The master straightaway took his journey." Jesus is now in heaven. He expects His church, His servants in this world, to carry on His work.

Now notice verse 16. "Then he that had received the five talents . . ." Notice, he RECEIVED them. People often brag about self‑made men. There is no such thing as a self‑made man! Think of his dependence upon God! It is all a gift from God. Let us remember that. There is no room for selfish pride. This man with the five talents didn't receive them because of something in himself. It was purely a GIFT from his master. You don't brag about a gift you've received. You don't cry, "Look what I've done!" When someone has been kind enough to give you something. Well, it is God who has given us so many gifts in this life. Do you have a remarkable talent? Remember, it is God who gave you the talent and the chance to develop that talent. Oh, how HUMBLE every one of us ought to be! How we ought to thank God for everything He has done for every one of us!

"Then he that had received the five talents went and traded with the same and made other five talents." Here is the man who pleased his master. He got busy for his master straightway! He didn't wait. Notice that word "then." Immediately after his master gave him the talents, he got busy. Happy is the person who, from the time of his conversion till the time of reckoning with the Lord, has been FAITHFUL to his Lord in using his talents to carry on the Lord's business! He "went and traded." He wanted to gain something for the master. Here is where his part comes in! You know, God gives you talents and abilities, but you've got to have the desire and the will‑power to work and develop the possibilities of what He gave you. It's up to you to get busy and do the work and for this there is a reward. It's wonderful that God gave a man the ability to preach. But if that man doesn't work and study and prepare, and if he doesn't actually get up and preach, he is wasting the talent and there will be no reward. But, oh, the satisfaction he will have if he sincerely tried to use what the Lord gave him and tries to go on in the will of the Lord! That kind of servant won't brag about his ability to preach! And so it is with all the other work on the Lord. This man went and traded and made other five talents. He received five, and now he has ten. How did he get the other five? By reason of hard work and sweat! That's why. He worked. He worked! Brother, listen. The reason that some Christians are out winning souls and you do not have any souls is that they are out working for them! It takes work, and you are not working for them. You may say, "I'd give anything in the world if I were a soul‑winner." Well, why don't you try? Why don't you work, like other Christians? You can win souls, too! Any Christian can win souls if he really goes after them and prays and asks the Lord to help him and really works to win them to Jesus. We can do ANYTHING God wants us to do. He certainly will give the ability when He gives the command. He that winneth souls is wise." He wants us to go and make disciples.

"Other five talents." Can you say that of your life today? Do you have "other talents" that you have gained for Jesus by dint of hard work and prayer and study‑--in addition to what He gave you? Has your Christian life counted up for the Lord? Or, are you still just as you were when you were converted? I tell you, this is a solemn thing to think about.

"And likewise, he that had received two, he also gained another two." The man with two talents went' out and worked and gained another two. Both men doubled the talents the master gave them.

"But he that had received one went and digged in the earth and hid his Lord's money." HID His Lord's money! Mistrust! Misappropriation! How awful to face the master and be guilty of mistrust! Are you hiding what the Lord gave to you to use to carry on His business in this world?

Then the record says, "After a long time" (which represents the time between the first coming of Jesus and the second coming) "the Lord of those servants cometh." The Lord of those servants COMETH! Jesus is coming back! What is the master going to do with the servants? "He reckoneth with them." One of the first things Jesus will do when He comes is reckon with His servants. His own servants, His own people. There is a mistaken, common idea that you can walk down the aisle and accept Jesus and be saved and that is the end of the story. That is not the end of the story at all. That is just the beginning. That begins the Christian life, and the goal is when you stand before Jesus face to face! Some day every Christian will stand before Him and give account on that great Day of Reckoning. He will go over your life. Are you careless? Oh, the careless Christians! That is the time when those of us who have tried to pray will be glad we prayed. We didn't waste our time when we went alone with God daily. That is the time when all the study of the Bible will pay off. God pays off now, in the joy and delight we get out of the study of His Word. But someday, friends, all the labor and work and strenuous use of our voice and crying to God in prayer and laboring for souls will pay off. "The Lord of those servants cometh and reckoneth with them." Every servant of God will stand for reckoning. Every one must give an account to Christ of what he has done with what his Lord gave him.

"And so he that had received five talents came and brought of the five talents saying, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five talents; behold, 1 have gained beside them five talents more." This servant could say, "I have gained." There isn't any sorrow there. There isn't any reluctance there. There isn't any regret there. Listen, friend, there is a life of regret, and there is a life of NO REGRET. The life of NO REGRET is the one that is busy for the Lord, gaining for Him. You may say, "How can I know that I am gaining?" You are gaining if the Lord is giving you gain now. You can see some visible results now, on the way. You will know already if you are gaining for the Lord. 

The other night at the close of one of our revival meetings, as those people stood to give their testimonies, our hearts leaped for joy. All the labor and preparation of all who worked and prayed and preached and sang and brought the lost souls to the meeting, was paying off right there, as those souls testified to faith in Jesus as their Saviour! Paying off in souls! Then, think of the many, many souls who have been saved over the radio as they heard the Word each day. It gives us a thrill to see fruit, but it also gives us a thrill to know of the unseen fruit for the Lord. Many people are meeting the Lord over the radio that we will never see till we all get to heaven. But, visible or invisible, is there fruit in your life? It is impossible to see it all, but you ought to see some! This man went before the Lord unashamed. He had no regrets. He could say, "Lord, you delivered unto me five talents. Behold, I have gained beside them, in addition to what you gave me, five talents more." He had done something for his Lord. Can you say, "Here is something I have done for You, Jesus‑--just for You"?

``His Lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant. Thou halt been faithful." Thou hast been FAITHFUL! Have you? Will Jesus say that of you, if you haven't been? No. He will not, for He will be honest.

"Thou hast been. faithful over a few things." Now here is the reward: "1 will make you ruler over MANY things." Enter thou" (come in) "into the JOY of thy lord." Come in, to a joyful life in My Presence throughout eternity! Come in, come in! Oh, that's what we all want at the end of the way.

"He also who had received the two talents came and said, "Lord, thou gavest me two talents. Behold, I have gained two other talents besides. His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, 1 will make thee ruler over many things. Enter thou, into the joy of thy lord." This man with two talents, because he had worked with them for his master, received the same reward as the man with five talents.  

"Then he who had received the one talent came and said, Lord, 1 knew that thou art a hard man." Picture this man standing before his master. The Lord isn't a hard man! He seems hard to those who want to have their own way and will not yield to His will. Christian, IT IS HARD if you are not going to please Jesus and live the Christian life. The Christian life is OBEYING Jesus, obedience to Jesus, pleasing Jesus. If you are determined to live only for yourself, He will be hard. That's why this servant thought He was hard.

He said, "I know thee, that thou art a hard man, reaping where thou hast not sown, gathering where thou has not strawed, and 1 was afraid and went and hid thy talent in the earth. Lo, there thou hast that is thine. His lord answered and said unto him. Thou wicked and slothful servant, thou knewest that 1 reap where 1 sowed not, and gathered where I have not strawn. Thou oughest therefore to have invested mine own with usury." The wicked servant had no answer for that rebuke. His lord turned around and said, "Take therefore the talent from him and give it to him that hath ten talents. For to everyone that hath, shall be given; and he shall have abundance. But from him that hath not shall be taken away even that which he hath.” That leaves the least‑talented servant without excuse! The reward for him that hath not gained anything for His master, and hath not used what the master gave him, is to have taken from him that which he hath!

"And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness. There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth."

Oh, friends, why did the Lord Jesus Christ tell this story? Did He ever make more clear our responsibility as Christians, as His Servants, as workers for Him in this world? Let us take heed to these warnings of our living Christ. Consider what it will mean if you come down to the end of your life, unfaithful to the work He has for your life, unfaithful to the trust He has given you. Consider the JOY and REWARD He has in store for those who heed His Word and try to be faithful to Him and multiply for His glory the gifts He has given them. If you have never trusted Him personally for your salvation do it NOW. Put all your‑sins under the Blood and start anew in Christ, and begin TODAY to be a PROFITABLE SERVANT for your Saviour! Will you do it?
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