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John 14 and First John 3

Now, friends, if you have your Bibles, turn with me to John, the 14th chapter. And while you are thinking about your Bible, you may also turn to First John the 3rd chapter. We are taking up those two chapters today in the Bible. John the 14th chapter, and First John 3, and today I think the broadcast will be a blessing to our hearts if I give to you a message that I gave to a lady over the telephone just the other night. This lady called me and told me that she had accepted Christ by her radio, I believe, when she was thirteen years of age. She is now a grown lady and was evidently exercis​ed about some things that she didn't understand very clearly. I am under​standing more and more that people do not understand the plain plan of salvation very clearly and that we need to repeat over and over again the great plan of God, in order that people might know that they are saved, and know that they are saved without a shadow of a doubt. A person can know that, and a person ought to know it.

Now let's look at it for a moment.  First of all, this lady called me and asked this question. She said, "Can a Christian commit the unpardonable sin?" Can a Christian, a born again child of God, commit the unpardon​able sin?

The answer to that question is a definite, unequivocal NO. The Scrip​ture says, the Bible says, in John the 14th chapter and verse 15 and 16, Jesus, talking to His own before He went back, you remember, before He went to the Cross in the very shadow of the Cross, talking to His own dis​ciples, He said, "if ye love Me, keep My commandments, and I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Comforter, that He may abide with you forever, even the Spirit of Truth Whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him. But ye know Him, for He dwelleth with you and shall be in you."

Now notice there our Lord gives to us the wonderful truth that if we love Him and if we keep His command​ments, love Him and read His Word and seek to carry out in our daily life what Jesus teaches, then He said, the Holy Spirit will come in the name of the Father. The Father will give Him to us that He may abide with us for​ever. Now there is a wonderful thing. When the Holy Spirit comes and gives to us the new birth, the gift of the Father, He comes to abide forever. That is very interesting, isn't it? He doesn't come "to abide temporarily---the word "abide" means "to remain"; it is the Greek word minno, I remain. He doesn't come to remain, to stay, and to take up His residence TEMPORARI​LY. He doesn't stay for a week or a day or a month or a year or ten years or twenty years. The wonderful thing about this great salvation of God is that when we are born again, when we are genuinely born again, when we really sincerely meet God, open our heart's door to God, God sends His Spirit within our hearts, and the Spirit of God comes to abide forever! Now forever, friends, means FOREVER. It doesn't mean a week. It doesn't mean a month. It doesn't mean a year. It doesn't mean ten years. It doesn't mean a life-span, even. It doesn't mean several life-spans. It doesn't mean a millennium of a thou​sand years. It doesn't mean centuries or anything of that. It doesn't mean eons or ages. We read of ages in the Bible. But the word FOREVER is a very precious expression, so very won​derful; when the Spirit of God comes into our hearts, the gift of our Father, He never takes Him back. God is no Indian-giver. He doesn't give us the Spirit of God to take Him away, but He comes to abide forever.

And notice, He is the Spirit of Truth. He is the Spirit Who makes known to us the Truth of God's Word, the Truth about Jesus and salvation, Whom the world cannot receive. That means, peo​ple who haven't been born again. The world, in John's Gospel, refers to peo​ple who have yet been untouched by the Spirit of God and have not been born again. The world, people who have not yielded their lives to God, are not in right relationship to God, never open their heart's door to God. God does not dwell within them. So the world cannot receive Him. Now that doesn't mean that an unsaved person cannot receive the Spirit of God; it means, until he repents of his sin, of course, and accepts Jesus, God cannot give the Spirit. For God does not give the Spirit to people who do not receive His Son as their Saviour. That is the reason why many false religions in the world are false. They cannot save, be​cause, not honoring the Son, the Father cannot give to them His Spirit, and they are in error religiously. That is why there are so many religious er​rors in the world today, so many dif​ferent kinds of religion, so many dif​ferent voices saying, "This is the Way," or "That is the way." Now there is no religion that is TRUE, the Bible says, God says in His Word, except that which receives Jesus as Saviour and Lord. When we receive Jesus as Saviour and Lord, then the Spirit of Truth, the Spirit who makes the Truth known to our hearts, comes within our hearts.

Now a worldly person cannot receive the Spirit of God. God will not give His Spirit to an unsaved man who rejects His Son. He will not do it. Now He says, "The world cannot receive the Spirit because it seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him. But ye (in contrast to the world, you who are My disciples, you who love Me and have accepted Me and live for Me) YE know Him (that is, the Spirit), for He dwelleth with you and shall be in you." WITH you as your companion; IN you, locat​ed in your heart, as to His dwelling place.

Now notice, these were not perfect men who had the Spirit as their Com​panion and the Spirit dwelling in their hearts. The Apostles were not perfect men. When Jesus taught them to pray, He taught them to pray, "Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us." So, they were tres​passers. They were sinners. They were not perfect people. There is no perfect person on earth and never has been, except Jesus, and He was the Son of God. Every human being has sinned. Every human being does sin. There is no perfect person on the face of the earth. Now there are degrees of sin. The difference between a Christian and an unsaved person is that a Chris​tian hates sin. It will not be the habit of his life. It will be more the ac​cidental thing, that comes along in his life. But an unsaved person's life is one of habitually rejecting Christ and shutting out God. So that is the great​est of all sinners, the one who shut God out of his or her life.

Now there we have it. The Spirit of God comes to abide forever. Now when the Spirit of God does come to abide forever in our hearts, the Gift of the Father, making known the Truth about Jesus and salvation to our hearts, the Spirit that the world cannot receive because it doesn't see Him, doesn't know Him, but the person in whom He comes to dwell does know Him, He comes as our Companion, comes to locate in our heart for His dwelling place and to live within us forever.

Now. When does the Spirit come in? The Spirit of God comes into the human heart when you are born again. People who are Christians ask, "What about the filling with the Spirit? What about the Holy Ghost?" Well, you were BORN of the Spirit of God when you were saved. That is His work. That is what makes God real to you. God wouldn't be real to you, the Bible wouldn't be real to you, prayer wouldn't be real to you, spiritual things wouldn't be real to you, if the Spirit of God had not made a prior movement in your heart, making known these wonderful spiritual truths. The world doesn't see Him, much less know Him. But you see Him, because He made the first move. He came in and illuminated your soul and showed you your need and showed you God.

So there you have it. "No man can come unto Me," said Jesus, "except the Father draw Him." And the Father does it by the power and presence of the Holy Spirit. So when you came honestly and sincerely to accept Jesus as your Saviour, that was the drawing power of the Spirit of God. He came within your heart, and you began to see the Truth of God, to know the Truth; the Spirit of Truth came to make known the Truth of God and Christ and salvation and the forgive​ness of sins and heaven that God wants you to know about. So there you have it in the Word of God.

Now. The Spirit of God comes in, then, when you are born again. And when does He leave? The answer is, NEVER. He never leaves. The Scrip​ture says in John 14:16, “He abides forever.” He remains forever. He stays forever. He lives in you forever. He is your Companion and He makes you, your heart, His home.

You say, "Why do I feel miserable then?"

Well, that is another question. This lady asked this question. She said, "I know I was born again, under your preaching, when I was thirteen years of age. But why do I feel condemned?" I turned her to First John, the 3rd chapter, and I ask you to turn to it. First John 3: 20,21. Why do you feel condemned? Why do Christians feel condemned? Why do born again peo​ple feel condemned. If they are born again and if the Spirit of God dwells within their hearts? The answer is, they feel condemned because of SIN of some sort in their lives. ONLY SIN can bring heart condemnation, and a Christian is not perfect; and a Chris​tian who does not stay in right rela​tionship with God will feel condemned. And though the Spirit still is with you, and in you, and has come to abide forever and remains in your heart, He does not make known His blessing. His joy cannot flood your hear because of wrong relationships.

Now let me explain. An unsaved person is in the relationship of a criminal before a judge; a saved per​son is in the relationship of a child before its father. Now. If your child does something wrong and comes back and says, "Daddy or Mother, I want you to forgive me," you don't put them in jail. You don't take them to Tatnall prison and execute them in the electric chair. That's your child, and that wrong deed didn't disturb the relationship. It did disturb the fellowship, see? And there is unhappiness, and you don't feel right. The child doesn't feel quite like the child, and the father doesn't feel quite like the father; the relation​ship has not been disturbed but the FELLOWSHIP has been. When your child comes back and says, "Father, forgive me," then what happens? Well! Then everything is restored. Fellowship is restored. Relationship remained un​changed; fellowship went away. The joy went away, the emotion, the bless​ing of father to child and child to fath​er. But the relationship was still there. Now when your child says, "Forgive me," you don't say, "I'll think it over six months or a year. Come back later." Not to your child. No, sir. The minute your child shows that he or she is repentant and sorry; they are for​given by you, immediately. They don't have to beg and plead and cry. And that's why God's Word says very plain​ly in First John 1:9, "If we (Christi​ans) confess our sins, God is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." We don't have to go and cry and beg. All we have to do is confess. Just con​fess you have sinned, and God says you are forgiven. You don't have to ASK Him to forgive you; you ARE, because God LOVES you! God loves you.

So. His Word says that confession is forgiveness. Just to confess is to be forgiven. You don't have to beg. You don't have to try to wheedle and whine a reluctant forgiveness out of a reluc​tant God. He is your Father. He loves you and wants to forgive you.

So there we have First John 1:9, and every Christian needs First John 1:9. He needs to stay confessed up. And that is the reason why no Chris​tian can stay joyous or happy without daily prayer, daily reading of the Word of God. The Word of God cleanses you as you read it. Prayer brings the power and blessing of God to your heart as you confess.

As we come to the close of this broadcast let me ask you a question. Though a Christian cannot commit the unpardonable sin, because the Spirit comes in when he is born again and stays forever and never leaves, then, let me remind you though a Christian cannot commit the unpardonable sin, an unsaved person may, and it is a dangerous thing to reject Jesus Christ, and the Spirit of God comes to you again and again, urging you to accept Jesus as your Saviour, convicting you of sin and urging you to accept Jesus. But, my friends, He cannot save you unless you yield to Him, and you can say NO to the Spirit of God until you harden yourself and have a hardened heart and that is a dangerous condi​tion. So wherever you are today, if you are a Christian, remember, you cannot commit the unpardonable sin. But if you sin, ask God to forgive you and thank Him for doing it the minute you confess it. Just confess it. You don't have to ask Him to forgive you; just confess it and thank Him for forgiv​ing you, because He says so in First John 1:9. 

And if you are an unsaved person, go alone before the Lord and accept Jesus. Tell God that by simple faith you, this moment, receive Jesus Christ as your Saviour and your Lord for time and eternity, and He will save you. You don't have to be in a ca​thedral or church. You'll want to go to church when you are saved, and join the church and be baptized and live for God, but the main thing is to accept Jesus right now. Will you do it? I am trying to make the plan of salvation plain so nobody need miss the way. God bless you for now and goodbye.
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