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Hebrews Chapter 8

We are studying today a wonderful statement from God's Word from Hebrews, chapter 8, as we think about two great covenants.

When I was studying in the Seminary, I remember what a thrill I had when I first learned the word he kaine, or "the new covenant.” The New Testament is the new covenant. Duo, "two" and theke "to put a place between two, or to set between two.” A covenant, then, is an arrangement between two, to bring them together; two who are "on the outs" with each other. It is very interesting that in this Book of Hebrews, Jesus is the Mediator, and "mediator" is meshes. It comes from mesos, "middle,” or "one in the midst." So Jesus is the One‑in‑the‑middle, the One Who brings God and man together. Isn't it wonderful to realize that? God is on one side, and we are on the other side, and JESUS is in the middle, the Mediator Who brings us together. So the arrangement has been made, and we are in the "covenant."

The Covenant That God Has Made is the subject of Hebrews, the eighth chapter. God is going to make a covenant we have today, with the Lord.

Verse 6: "Now hath He (Christ) obtained a more excellent ministry by how much also He is the Mediator (the Middle‑man) of a better arrangement between God and man, which was established upon better promises." Here we read of a "better" covenant. There are two covenants. It is important that we see that there are two main covenants, the first and the second. But let's go on: "For if that first covenant had been faultless, then should no place have been sought for the second." So God has a second covenant with man.

The first covenant, of course, was the covenant God gave at Sinai to Israel: The Law, or The Commandments. He gave it to the Jews. Primarily, this reference in Hebrews 8 is to the Jews, for it is a quotation from Jeremiah 31, where God, speaking to the Jews, says that there is a time coming when He is going to "cut ANOTHER covenant" with them, His People. 

We read that that first covenant had a fault! If it had been faultless, there would not have been need for a second one. But the fact that God promises in Jeremiah 31 second covenant means that there was something wrong with that first covenant. Now what was the fault? At Mount Sinai, God gave Israel, His people, certain commandments. He said, "If you disobey them, judgment is coming on you." It would have been wonderful if Israel had had the power to keep the commandments. But Israel was a fallen people, and the fault was with the people, not with the covenant itself! They could not KEEP the covenant! They did not have the nature to keep them. They were not born again. No one can keep the commandments of God till he is born again, till he loves God, till he has strength from God to live a life pleasing to God. So the fault was with the people, in that first covenant. So, "Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, when I will make a new covenant." God will make a new covenant with Israel when Jesus comes back again.

"The days come, saith the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the House of Israel and the House of Judah." Now the "house of Israel", friends, is not the church; it is ISRAEL. And Judah is JUDAH. If words do not mean what they say, then there is no way we can know the Mind of God. Some people have dared to say that God has given us all this to befuddle us, that He has given us large portions of the Bible never meant to be understood. Ridiculous. God is reasonable. God has given us this to understand. He has given us intelligence to read His Words. And He says here that He will make a new covenant with the House of Israel and the House of Judah. So God has not given up His people! Some people say that God is through with the Jews, but it is not so; not according to this passage. This new covenant with them has not been fulfilled yet.

Now God says this new, this second, covenant will not be according to the covenant He made with their fathers in the day when He took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt. It is going to be different. Before, God's commandments were on the outside of them. He told them to keep them. But they didn't have the power on the inside to do it. They said, "We will keep the commandments," but they didn't know how weak they were. "They kept not My covenant, and I regarded them not (I wasn't pleased with them), saith the Lord." The next time God is going to change that. He is going to put the commandments, AND the power to keep them, on the inside of them so that they CAN keep them.

"This is the covenant I will make with the House of Israel after those days, saith the Lord. I will put My laws into their mind." Now if you can get a man to have the MIND to do something, that's half the battle. "As a man thinketh in his heart, so is he." If you think discouraging thoughts, you will be discouraged. If you think evil thoughts you will be evil. Now when we have the laws of God in our minds, and we love His laws, and we delight in His laws, then we can live a life pleasing to God. But God has to put that "want‑to" in our minds, and that is what He does! He gives us that in the New Birth. "I will put My laws in their minds and write them in their hearts." MIND--‑for thinking, purposing, willing; HEART--‑for emotions, affections, love. If I LOVE God, I will want to PLEASE God. We always want to please those we love. If we love God, we will set our minds on Him and want to please Him.

Now God says, "I will be to them a God and they shall be to me a people." God is not through with Israel. He is going to be their God forever, and they are going to be His people.

Verse 11: "They shall not teach every man his neighbor and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for

all shall know Me from the least to the greatest." It was interesting to me, as I came to this expression, "Know the Lord," to remember that in the Greek it is gnothi ton kurion. And I re​membered a famous saying of Socrates, the heathen philosopher, "Know thy​ self." That in the Greek is gnothi seauton. It occurs to me that it is much better to KNOW THE LORD than it is to KNOW THYSELF. For a man does not truly know himself till he knows the LORD! "Know the Lord."

Isn't that a wonderful expression?  Know him intimately! Know Him as your Father! Know Him as your God! Know Him as your Saviour! KNOW THE LORD! Oh, it is wonderful to know the Lord.

It is from passages like this that Christians get their phrase, "Do you know the Lord?" when they witness to unsaved people. It doesn't mean just, "Do you believe in Him? Nearly everyone believes in God. Recently after a poll was taken it was said that about 90 percent of the people in America "believe in God." Well, that isn't what this expression means. It doesn't mean merely to "believe in God.” To KNOW the Lord means to know Him as you know your wife or husband or friend or loved one. You know them in a real way, their personality and character and influence and reality. You know them for what they are to you. To know the Lord means to know Him as God, as Saviour, as Master, as Lord. Is He that to you? Friends, we will never know OURSELVES till we know the LORD in a real way.

Then He says, "I will be merciful to their unrighteousness and their sins and iniquities will I remember no more." A wonderful passage! In the NEW covenant, God blots out sin. He doesn't charge it up against us. "I will be merciful to their unrighteousnesses, and their sins and iniquities will I remember‑no more." Now that word "unrighteousness" is in the plural in the Greek. I will be merciful to their unrighteousness‑es. Their MANY wrongdoings, their many iniquities, their sins against Me, their missing‑of‑the‑mark. How many of us are conscious as we journey on (particularly as we get older and come closer to eternity and God and meeting Him) that we have done so much wrong in our lives, that so many times we missed the mark and didn't do what God had planned for us. We didn't carry out His Plan for our lives. Well, what can we do in such moments as that, when we reflect on the past mistakes and sins? We can remember the new covenant, "I will remember their sins and iniquities no more."

Now that new covenant is the one He will make WITH ISRAEL when Jesus comes back, and during the Millennium. But friends, here is a wonderful truth for us today. THAT NEW COVENANT IS THE COVENANT YOU AND I HAVE WITH GOD TODAY, IF WE HAVE BELIEVED ON THE LORD JESUS AS OUR SAVIOUR. WE HAVE A COVENANT WITH GOD, THROUGH THE BLOOD OF CHRIST. GOD can be merciful to our unrighteousnesses. Our iniquities and sins He forgives and He sees us in Christ.

A missionary woman was talking on this verse one time and a native woman said to her, "Do you mean that God has forgotten all the sins of my past life, since I accepted Jesus as my Saviour?" The missionary woman said, "Yes, that is just what it means." And the woman began to clap her hands for joy, and she said, "Well, if God has forgotten, I can forget them, too," and peace came to her soul.

Friend, today all of us have sinned and come short of the glory of God. There is only one way to have our sins forgiven and blotted out. It is by ACCEPTING JESUS CHRIST AS OUR MEDIATOR AND AS OUR SAVIOUR AND LORD, really loving and trusting HIM, and walking with Him. If you haven't trusted Him, will you do it, now?  God bless you.
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