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Today we are studying in the thirteenth chapter of the Book of Hebrews, "What We Have In Christ." The writer warns the people about refusing to own Christ as Saviour and Lord after they have made their profession of Him as Saviour---rejecting Him, turning their backs on Him. They hadn't done it yet, but the writer was warning, and pointing out to them the wonderful things we have in Christ when we become Christians.

First, we have a Helper, in all the trials of life. Verse 6. "The Lord is my Helper. I will not fear what men shall do unto me." That is a wonderful passage. The lad out on the battlefield can say that. "I will not fear. The worst the enemy can do is take our life, and that, only by the permissive will of God. After that we have heaven with the Lord." So we have a Helper. We thank God for that. We have a divine Helper every step of the way. Any person, anywhere, anytime, can say, "The Lord is my Helper." That is a quotation from the Old Testament, and in the Hebrew it is just two words, "God" and "for me.” The Hebrew didn't put in the word "is.” He just said, "The Lord, for me." That is, "The Lord is for me." The full meaning of it is, "The Lord is my Helper." Well, He IS our Helper, friends, helping us all through life.

Then we have a present and eternal DELIVERER! Verse 8, "Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, today and forever." He has never changed and never will change. In His life here on earth, He was always JESUS, wherever they found Him, the loving Saviour who came down from heaven to show us the way of Salvation. He mixed and mingled with sinners. He didn't stand aloof from them. He didn't rebuke and condemn them. He came to seek and to SAVE them who were lost! He didn't come to call the righteous. He came to call sinners to repentance and live holy lives. He came to tell the woman taken in sin, "Go and sin no more." He came to save the publican who was guilty of thievery from the Roman government in exorbitant taxes, getting his wealth by illegal means, and that publican became a holy man and walked with Him. Our Lord sat down with publicans and sinners, and they were attracted to Him. JESUS is the same, yesterday, today and forever!

Now the word Saviour means "Deliverer" and that is His business: to deliver us from our enemies, enemies of our bodies and souls. He has come to deliver us, and praise God, the same Jesus Who walked in olden times in the New Testament, is the same Jesus who walks with us today in life's little journey. He is just as real today as He was in the old days with Peter and James and John by the Lake of Galilee. Jesus is there to help, wherever you may be, to deliver you, to watch over you. You are His property! You belong to Him! You are bought with a price---His lifeblood. He purchased you from sin and the devil. He came to take care of you and bring you to heaven. That is the job He came to do. His job will not be finished till He brings YOU safely home to Glory! So we have a divine Helper, the LORD. We have a present, eternal Deliverer.

Then we have an ALTAR. Verse 10.  That altar, friends, is the Cross of the Lord Jesus, the place where He died. We don't go to the literal hill of Golgotha. But in our minds and hearts we go back to that place where He died for us. In heaven He is known as the LAMB, slain, killed, on that altar where we can find forgiveness, where God can meet us in grace. The Cross of the Lord Jesus! Let me pause here and say to you, friend, that that is a tremendous thought! There is no safe place for a sinner but at the CROSS of the Lord Jesus Christ. There is only one place where God can meet a sinner and kiss away his sins, and forgive him, and welcome him, and bless him, and receive him, and that is at the CROSS. There must be atonement for our sins. We have an altar! If you don't come to Calvary's Cross, friend, you don't have an altar. There is no other meeting place for you and God. If you do not accept Christ's atonement, God will meet you in wrath and judgment. You are going to meet a Holy God someday. You don't have an altar? You've rejected Christ and His Cross? The Cross is the place where the wrath of God has struck. He laid all our punishment on Jesus. The Cross is the only safe place, the only place where the wrath of God cannot strike. It is the only place where the judgment of God will not strike. The Cross is the only place where God in mercy can forgive the sinner. It is the ONLY PLACE; I want to remind you of that. You stay away from the Cross, and sooner or later you will learn the awful, overwhelming agony of the soul smitten by the wrath of a holy God, the justice of God, because you wouldn't come to His Cross. You ought to thank God for that altar! I thank God for that altar. I am safe there. I love to think of that picture that shows a big, stone cross and two hands clinging to that Cross as the only hope. Yes, His Cross is our only hope. It is the place where we find forgiveness. That is the place where He kisses away our sins. That is the place where He pulls us to His bosom and welcomes us into His family, and adopts us, and we become children of God. AT THE CROSS! That is the altar, the ONLY altar, we have. You can worship at all kinds of altars in churches, but there is only ONE ALTAR where God can save us, and that is at the Cross of Calvary. Your altar is right there where you are now, there in your room or wherever you are. It is by FAITH, through the shed blood of the Lord Jesus, that we approach God.

The next thing we have is a COMPLETE BLOOD ATONEMENT for our sins. Verse 12. "Jesus, that He might sanctify the people with His own blood, suffered without the gate." We are sanctified by the blood of Jesus. It is the BLOOD that does it, not our actions. It is the BLOOD that covers our sins. It is the BLOOD that enables God to forgive us. It is BLOOD that pays the price of justice. It is the BLOOD that satisfies the demands of God's holy law that we have broken. THE PRECIOUS BLOOD OF CHRIST. I tell you, if people could only realize the truth about the blood atonement of Jesus, and THAT THERE CAN'T BE FORGIVENESS OUTSIDE OF IT, it would be a tremendous thing to their hearts. Friends, have you ever grasped the significance of the Blood of Christ, that it is the only thing that can sanctify you and make you fit for the presence of God in heaven? That is what sanctify means, "to make fit for heaven." It is only by His BLOOD, not by your own will and resolution. The Blood of Christ sets you apart for heaven. Thank God for the Blood atonement, whereby we are sanctified.

Then we have a CITY. Verse 14.  "Here we have no continuing city, but we seek one to come." Here we have no abiding, continuing city. All the cities of earth eventually pass away. Where is Nineveh? Where is Babylon? Where are the ancient cities that were in place of leadership in the world's history? Now they are just debris and fallen stones. There is no continuing city. Death is marked upon every city on earth. But, there is a CITY that God has prepared for those who love Him! We haven't entered it yet! It is the city found in the Book of Revelation, the last two chapters, the Holy City for God's redeemed ones.

The next thing we have is the God who is at peace with us. Verse 20. "Now the God of peace that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus." Notice that expression, "The God of peace." What does it mean? It means He not only has peace, but that He has peace WITH US. There is nothing between our souls and God when we accept the Lord Jesus.

The final thing we have is a great Shepherd, the Lord Jesus, "the Great Shepherd of the Sheep through the blood of the everlasting covenant." A Shepherd is one who looks after the sheep. A sheep is defenseless, weak. Unless there is a shepherd to look after it and protect it, it will be devoured and destroyed and torn. So friends, you and I are in awful danger without the Shepherd. But when we accept Him as our Saviour, He becomes our Shepherd. He never lost a sheep! If you will trust Him, He will bring you safely into the fold of heaven. Will you do it?
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