THE SURENESS OF PROPHECY
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Second Peter 1:19

A friend who had heard me speak about Russia called me recently and said, "Do you think this may be the time of the wind‑up?"

We should be very careful of what we say, regarding prophecy, but one thing is sure, and that is that what God has predicted will surely come to pass. God has given us some words of prophecy. We read in Second Peter 1:19, "We have also a sure word of prophecy, whereunto you do well if you take heed, as a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn and the day star arise in your hearts." There God says that He has given us the SURE word of prophecy.

That is a wonderful expression, "the word of prophecy," the message of prophecy. He says we do well to take heed unto it. For it is a light shining in a dark place. This world is described as a dark place, and the light of the prophetic Scriptures guides God's child as to the time we are living in. God has given us the Word; we need to take heed to it. In Revelation, God speaks a blessing upon those who read it and keep the things written in it. Friends, we need to know today the truths of prophecy.

Dr. Wilbur M. Smith, an outstanding Bible scholar of our day, compiled the statements of several different men some years ago, on Prophecy. These men portrayed things YEARS AGO that today are being fulfilled before our very eyes, proving that from the Scriptures you can read something of what is coming to pass, things which God has laid out from the beginning.

Patrick Fairburn, writing back in 1829 on the Restoration of the Jews, said, "If these predictions of Ezekiel do not prove the future restoration of literal Israel to the land of the fathers, it may be asked in what language could such a promise be made. We may as well deny the literal conversion as to deny the literal restoration of Israel. An instant dispersion was part of the punishment of their transgressions. The restoration of Palestine will be obtained when forgiven of the Lord. How wonderfully has the Lord reserved the future to fulfill these prophecies that they will return to Palestine. They have no inheritance in other lands. They have always cherished a passionate love and desire to return to their own. Throughout their long captivity, they have been subjected to the influence of the world, and yet are never identified with the world. In the plentitude of God's grace and mercy, He will bring His people Israel back to Israel's land and back to Israel's ancient faith, and Zion shall be redeemed with judgment and her converts with righteousness." That was written in 1829, before the great movement took place that brought Israel back to the land of Palestine to become the established nation she is today. Where did Patrick Fairburn, who was a thoughtful man, of great intellect, a great man of God, learn about Israel? A HUNDRED AND TWENTY YEARS AGO THIS MAN FORESAW WHAT YOU AND I ARE NOW BEHOLDING ‑-- THE RETURN OF GOD'S PEOPLE TO THEIR LAND. I am not saying that they are returning there in the fullness of God's will. But still they are coming back to the land of promise. That must make every thoughtful student of the Bible and of Ezekiel's prophecies about the restoration think very seriously.

Then there was another man by the name of Bishop Ryle. In his Notes on the Gospel, published in 1873, he said, "Nothing is so calculated to so chill the heart and dampen the faith of a Christian as indulgence in unscriptural expectations. Let us dismiss from our minds the vain idea that nations will ever give up wars before Jesus Christ come again. So long as the devil is the prince of this world and the hearts of the many are unconverted, so long must there be strife and fighting. There will be no universal peace until the Prince of Peace shall come. Then and then only shall man learn war no more. Let us cease to expect that missionaries and ministers shall ever convert the world and teach mankind altogether to love one another. They will do nothing of the kind. They were never intended to do it. They were called out to be witnesses serving Christ in every land and die for Him. But the bulk of mankind will continue to refuse the Gospel. The nations will always go on wrangling and fighting until the end. The last days of the earth will be its worst. The last war will be the most fearful and terrible that has ever desolated the earth." Where did this man get all this? He got it, friends, out of his Bible. He lived in the Bible. He was a student of the Bible.

You know, it is interesting how much religious teaching is out today that isn't real Bible teaching. More than ever I realize that men of God in the pulpits teaching the people the Bible verse by verse could be the greatest ministry possible. People are hungering for the Word of God. They are asking questions about the Bible. How wonderful for men to study God's Word and give out to the people the Word of God! Here was a man who knew that wars would not cease till Jesus comes. He knew the world would not be converted before He comes. He knew the last days of earth would be the worst. That is exactly what we have given you, day by day, over this broadcast. We have been teaching you the Word of God.

Then there was an article by Walter Scott, a British writer, sixty years ago when Russia was just a slumbering, stumbling backward nation. Here is what that student of God's Word wrote in 1888. "Russia is evidently destined to become the master of Asia. Her frontier line across Asia will be 5,000 miles in length. It is well known that the Russian policy is one of steady aggression, not only in Europe but also in Asia. She is probably one of the most ambitious and grasping of modern kingdoms, the most faithless to public honor and treaties, a character ascribed to her in the prophetic Scriptures. Coupled with her frequent outbreaks of undisguised and disastrous hostility to the things of God, and in the yet more awful future exhibits, Russia is in a most unfavorable light. Russia has for ages meditated on the conquest of Asia and India and China. Great Britain and the United States stand face to face with this Russian power, and these two sides will come into one final, awful struggle." That was written by a man sixty years ago. It wasn't more than four or five years ago, when Hitler invaded Russia, that the leading minds of the world, America included, said that Russia would be destroyed as a major power by the German invader. Instead of that, Russia has arisen stronger than ever. How did Walter Scott know all this? He was reading the Word of God.

I have quoted three writers. A hun​dred years and sixty years ago, they saw the future, the restoration of the Jews to Palestine, the rising significance of Jerusalem, convulsions and revolutions and wars, the ascendancy of Russia, the increase of war, the domination of science and the growth of apostasy. Where did they get all this foreknowledge? Each one got it from the WORD OF GOD. They got it from the same source. They were writing in different places, at different times.  They came to the same conclusions. Why? Because the Bible gives to all who come to it the same picture of the wind up. The FORESIGHT OF THE WORD OF GOD! How important then, it is to know His Word!

God says in Colossians 3:16, "Let the word of Christ dwell richly in you in all wisdom." Then, friends, you and I should never neglect the Word of God. The Word will make our hearts rich with the teaching of the LORD, rich in understanding. Our conversation will be godly. Our hearts will be full of love, the very love of God that will flow out to a lost world. Thinking Christian, let us go to this mine of riches! Let us cry unto the Holy Spirit to make our hearts rich with the salvation God has prepared for us. Let us cry to Him to make us a blessing to our fellowmen around us. Then when they see our faces, they will know that we have been with the Lord. Then one day we will be in His Presence. Do you want to know who God's favorites are? The people who LOVE HIM most. And the people who love Him most are they who read His Word and learn about Him. They read and study His Word.

Friends, today if you haven't made that surrender to the Lord, NOW IS THE TIME to do it. Come to the Lord Jesus Christ and make your surrender to Him.

Now let us turn to Ezekiel, chapter 38. Let us see about Russia. The man who called me on the phone had said, "Preacher, what about Russia?" Now in this chapter we read, "The Word of the Lord came unto me saying, Son of man, set thy face against Gog, the land of Magog, the prince of Meshech and Tubal, and prophesy against him."

To what land is the prophet referring? He speaks of "Magog" and we learn that Magog is a descendant of Japheth, one of Noah's three sons. Magog is understood to be some distinct race of Japheth's posterity inhabiting territory, which also bore their name. Can any claim descent from such today? Here is the answer. Magog is understood to be identical with the Scythians of classical writing. They were a nomadic people, inhabiting northern Asia. One authority says that Magog is supposed by many to be the father of the Caucus, and Tartar, and many names have been found to resemble the Gog and Magog of Scripture. Ancient Tartar is the land governed by modern Russia. Thus Gog, of the land of Magog, represents the controlling power of modern Russia.

Again Gog is called "The Prince of Rosh," which some identify with Asiatic Russia. Evidence exists of an ancient people called Rosh, supposed to be the original stem from which the Russians have derived their race and name.

Gog is also called "The Prince of Meshech," generally identified with the Mosci, the forerunners of the Moscovites, a race that inhabited part of the country between the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea. Moscovites are the natives of Russia, and Moscow is the capital of European Russia.  Tubal is connected with Rosh and Meshech. Tubal was a neighboring race of Meshech and dealt in iron, a branch of trade for which the southeast coast of the Black Sea was once famous. It is noticed that the Mosci (Moscovites) and Tiberini (the people of Tubal) are brought together in books other than the Bible.

In eastern Russia there is a river called Tobol, and at the junction of the Tobol is Tobolsk.  We feel that this cumulative evidence is sufficient to prove that this major political and military power, arising at the time when the Jews are nationally being restored to their land in the latter dates, and situated due north of Palestine, and designated Rosh, Meschech and Tubal, IS NONE OTHER THAN THE U.S.S.R.!

Friends, how we need to realize today that this Bible is the Word of God. We have a sure word of prophecy, whereunto we do well if we take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, till the day dawns and the daystar arise in our hearts.

For years men and women of spiritual intelligence who have studied carefully and prayerfully, hourly and daily, this precious Word of God, have come to the conclusion that we are living in the end‑days, days that will mark the period of the earth's greatest trouble. Russia is emerging as a major power. Israel is back in the land, after 2,000 years of banishment! God's Word predicted that they would come back to their land in the final days. The nations of earth are getting ready for Armageddon, the great final battle. The world is looking now for a great man to come, the antichrist, the man of sin.

Friends, how near must we be to the rapture of the Church! How long, before our Lord will descend from heaven with that glorious, victorious shout, and the dead in Christ‑--all who were born again and died as Christians --‑will be caught up with living Christians to meet the Lord in the air? Certainly one thing is true: we ought to get ready and stay ready to meet Him. Will you do it?
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