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II Peter 1:19

In II Peter 1:19 we read, "We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts." Peter says that the world is a dark place. You and I are seeing that now. It is getting darker by the moment in sin, in lack of knowl​edge of God, in trouble, in distress, with sinners increasing on every hand. But in this dark world in which we live, there is a light shining. That light is the Word of the Bible on prophecy. We are not amazed by the events that are going to take place, because God said that they would and we believe the Bible. This light of the Bible prophecy shines in this dark world and shows us the path to walk so we won't stumble and fall like most of the people of the world are doing. If you walk in the dark, you will stumble and fall over the precipice and get killed. We don't have to do that, because God gives us a light that shines on the straight and narrow path that will lead us through the dark. Proverbs 4:18, "But the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect day."

Christ has been a lamp unto my feet and light unto my path for sixty-four years. He has guarded me and kept me. I have walked that pathway through the darkness and have come this far, and by God's grace I'll go on. I have seen other people fall by the dark. They didn't have the light. They thought they could make it by themselves in the dark, but they couldn't. But we have a light in the midst of this world. He calls it "a more sure word of prophecy."

"II Peter 1:16"

Peter says in II Peter 1:16, "For we (the apostles) have not followed cun​ningly devised fables. . .. "Somebody, without thinking or examining the cre​dentials and evidences, will say, "Well, the Bible isn't true. It was made up by men somewhere in a corner and written out. I don't believe the Bible is the Word of God." Most people in this world don't believe the Bible is the Word of God. Many church members don't believe it, because they don't study it and seek to live for God. If they believed it was God's Word, they would study it day and night.  Peter continues, ". . . when we made know unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ (when they wrote about Him in the Gospels.)"  We told you Jesus has come. We told you he came with miracles. We told you He raised the dead, cleansed the lepers, cast out demons, stilled the waters of the sea, and made the blind to see and the lame to walk. We told you about His power. He proved He was the Son of God with His miracles. This was His first coming (His presence). We lived in His presence. We walked with Jesus Christ. "You must believe us," Peter says.

We "were eyewitnesses of his maj​esty. "When people saw Jesus walking around, they saw a peasant-looking being, the son of a carpenter. They called Him Joseph's son, but He was God walking around in a human body.

They saw His majesty. Peter, James and John were on the Mount of Trans​figuration when suddenly He was trans​figured before them and took upon Himself the glory, which He had with the Father before the world was. His Deity shone through those peasant gar​ments and that body, because Jesus was God-man. They saw His glory. They saw His majesty. The word for "maj​esty" means "greatness." How great He is! Everybody else saw only a peas​ant carpenter, another man walking around, but the apostles saw God come down to walk with men, that we may know God.

What do you see? Do you see the God​-man? He is God come down in human flesh to save us. Do you see that man? "II Peter 1:17"

Peter says, "For he received from God the Father honour and glory, when there came such a voice to him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased" (II Peter 1:17). He is talking about the Mount of Transfiguration when Jesus was trans​figured and the Father's voice came and Peter, James and John heard it. They heard the very voice of God. Jesus pleased God in accepting God's com​mand to come and die for us.

"II Peter 1:18"

Peter continued in verse 18, "And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with him in the holy mount. " He called the Mount of Trans​figuration "The Holy Mount," because it was on that mount that Christ was transfigured and the Father's voice came down, authenticating His Son, "This is my beloved Son, in whom 1 am well pleased."

"II Peter 1:19"

Then Peter says, "We have something more sure than that." "We have also a more sure word of prophecy. "He says, "If you won't believe that James, John and I were on that mount with Jesus Christ when suddenly He was transfig​ured and His glory shone through, and we heard the voice of God and saw the majesty of Jesus Christ as God in the flesh, then you must believe the more sure word of prophecy which God has given to us."

"Fulfilled Prophecy"

My dear friends, I have lived to see prophecy fulfilled. I have seen Israel, which was not a nation, become a nation in 1948. I have lived to see Europe come together like God said she would just before Christ comes again. She has come together economically and politically, and she is talking about a military alliance now. I have lived to see the Middle East as the focal point of the attention of the world where God is going to gather the nations against Jerusalem in battle. It is a "sure word of prophecy," and we do well to take heed to it, because when we believe it, we won't be upset when we see apos​tasy and sin abounding on every hand. God's Word is a light unto our path and will bring us through to glory.

God's Word is sure. It is a prophetic Word. The word prophecy is an impor​tant word. God's prophecies are tre​mendous and we need to know them. Today, with the world in a mess, people are beginning to realize that God has spoken and outlined what is coming to pass now. Many of these prophecies are being fulfilled in our lifetime. Any mind that will study and search out the Word of God and current events will have to believe it. A person can say, "Now, I don't believe that," without searching out the truth. There are people in this world who don't believe that a man has gone to the moon and returned, but that doesn't alter the fact. The Bible has laid out the events that will come to pass and we are seeing the fulfillment of many of those prophecies.

"Biblical Prophecy"

I want to give you an outline on "Biblical Prophecy" that may be a help to you in these particular days or in the future. The word prophecy has two meanings. First, it means, "to speak forth." It has the idea of the man called of God speaking forth the will of God, which reveals the mind of God that is in the Bible. A man who speaks on "Bible Prophecy" will study the Bible and find out God's mind by studying God's words that reveal God's will for us individually---for the JEWS, for the GENTILES, and for THE CHURCH - threefold division of the Bible, and he will speak forth. The second meaning of the word is "to foretell." That is, to foretell things not yet fulfilled. Both of those truths are in the Bible about prophecy. Any teacher of the New Testament who teaches "Bible Prophecy" must realize that there is, simply, the telling forth of any thought of God found in the Bible, and the man who does that is giving prophecy. He is speaking forth God's will and God's mind to the people so they can under​stand it and walk with God. The other is predictive, for God has told ahead of time the things that shall come to pass.

We read in II Peter 1:19, "We have a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts." He is talking about God laying out before us the things that are going to come to pass, even till the end, so Christians can know and not be surprised by current events and earthshaking events that are coming. This is prophecy in the sense of foretell​ing that which shall come to pass because God has revealed it in His mind.

The Bible carries with it its own inspiration. That is one of the reasons I believe the Bible is the Word of God. If anyone is honest and begins to read the Bible, it will speak to him. It reveals its own inspiration. It speaks for itself.

"The Signs of the Lord's Return" 

Let me begin by discussing the signs of the Lord's return, the things that will come to pass as God has given it to us in His Word. Some people believe that there are no such signs. The say, "There are signs for the Church," and then they proceed to tell us things that are coming to pass that they believe prove Christ's coming is very near. That is what I mean by signs---"pointers" to the soon coming of the Lord.

Mistakes have been made in the past. R. A. Torrey stood in the Baptist Tabernacle in Atlanta and said, "I believe I'll live till Jesus comes." But Torrey is dead and Jesus hasn't come. In the days of Mussolini, leading Christians and stu​dents of the Bible believed Mussolini was the antichrist and the Tribulation was at hand. But Mussolini is dead and he was not the antichrist and the Tribu​lation hasn't come. People have made mistakes and some have put Bible proph​ecy in disrepute.

Many people point to people who have set dates and have been wrong and say. "Well, what is the use of studying it at all? You can't know it." But that is very superficial. Why not study the Bible for yourself? When you and I die and meet God, He is not going to ask what somebody else thought or wrote, but what we thought. What did God say to you and me? Every man shall live "by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God" (Matthew 4:4). I must study the Bible for myself, and so must you. This doesn't apply just to preachers, evangelists, missionaries, and Christian leaders. It goes for every child of God. Nobody can read your Bible for you.

The minute you get saved, God puts a Book, in your hand. It is His Word. It is to you. John 3:16, "For God so loved the world (that's you), that he gave his only begotten Son (for you)." It never comes home to people because they don't make it individualistic. It was for me. God loves me. He gave His Son for me. He gave the Bible for me. When I received Christ, the Holy Spirit comes into my heart and gives me the new birth. I am born again, not Joe Smith or Mary Jones. I am a child of my Father and children are very distinctive. No two children in a family are exactly alike, and so it is with the Word of God.

There are events in the great prophe​cies of the Bible that are taking place today that were prophecies centuries ago. As you read them with any degree of seriousness, you can see that many are being fulfilled now, not at some far ​off future date. It is foolish not to examine the Scriptures for ourselves, particularly when God says we are to live "by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God." Could we be called believers who don’t?

Now, let's discuss the signs. By signs, I mean events that are happening today that have been predicted in Scripture centuries ago. Through the Scriptures we can see the certainty of His coming, the glory of His coming, and the near​ness of His coming.

"Israel"

The first sign is Israel. Nobody can study Israel without believing that she is fulfilling the Scriptures today. There was not a nation of Israel when I was a boy. There is a nation of Israel today. God said in the Bible that she would be scattered among the nations and in the last days He would bring her back in unbelief just before Jesus comes again. So, Israel, back in the land today in unbelief, is one of the unmistakable pointers to the near coming of the Lord Jesus Christ back into this world again. I urge you to think seriously and exam​ine for yourself whether or not this is scriptural. Read Ezekiel chapters 36 and 37.

I urge you to know your Bible, be​cause when you come to die, the only thing that will count at that time is whether or not you have received Christ and believed the Bible. We are saved by believing in Jesus and our lives are to be lived for Him in proof that we love Him. He will reward us for our service. We are saved by grace and rewarded for our works. Many people don't realize that or they would be studying the Bible constantly and living for the Lord Jesus Christ.

Pick up the Bible and read it and you will understand God's Word for your​self. You won't have to depend on anyone else. Study the predictions con​cerning Israel in the Old Testament and where she is today and you will have to believe we are in the time of the end. Christ will return to destroy the antichrist, Israel's enemies, and all the Jewish people who have rebelled against Him and lived ungodly lives. He will save a remnant of the nation of Israel. Only a fraction of the Jewish people will be saved, according to the Scrip​tures, even as only a fraction of the gentile nations will be saved. In Isaiah 24, in talking about the end of the world, it says that there were only a "few men left."

This world is in for judgment, friends, because of the anger of a holy God who gave His Son to die for us and most people pay no attention to it. Like a child in the home who takes in the parent's food, clothing, warmth, shel​ter, and love, but doesn't pay any attention to them or doesn't give them thanks for what they mean to him, so it is with the man who rebels against God and doesn't pay any attention to the One who gives him breath. Many people have no time for God. They have time for others and time for themselves, but no time for God.

"Russia"

The second sign is Russia. In Ezekiel 38 and 39, we read about a mighty nation out of the uttermost part of the North invading the land of Israel in the last days just before Jesus comes, end​ing in God destroying her armies in the land and her cities with fire. Nobody can fulfill that Scripture but Russia. These are names in Ezekiel 38 that were literally names of lands that now is occupied by Russia. This is proven by language. And she is coming from the farthest region of the Northland. The nation of Israel will know God and be converted to the Lord from that day forward, which she is not today. Israel has repudiated Christ as Saviour and Messiah to this hour, so the Scripture has never been fulfilled. When I was a boy, there was no Russia in a major role. Today, Russia is a major power. She is having trouble at the present time, but don't rule that out. God's Word will be fulfilled. Russia is a sign. 

"Europe"

Europe is a sign. God's Word says in Daniel chapters 2 and 7 and in Revela​tion 17 that a ten nation military alliance is coming out of the old Roman Empire, which was largely Europe, that will furnish antichrist his power in the last days and will be invincible. Europe has come together today and they will have one currency throughout Europe. There will be from 350 million to 400 million people involved. They are telling us today that Europe's economy will be twice as strong as that of Japan and the United States put together, and they are talking about a military alliance.

This is Europe in Bible prophecy. I've been teaching this for many years. A man said to me the other day, "I heard you teach this and now I see it being fulfilled." I'm not smarter than anyone else. I'm not a prophet or a son of a prophet. I am a student of the Bible. Everyone can be and ought to be a student of the Word. If we are, we will have to believe that Europe coming in ascendancy of power (some have pre​dicted that it will be the next great power on this earth) will fulfill the Scriptures.

When ten nations come together in a military alliance, antichrist will be an eleventh that comes up and puts down the first three. That is the first identifi​cation of him as the man of sin and the antichrist. Daniel 7:7,8,24.

God's Word says, "In the days of these (ten) kings who set up a military alliance) shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be de​stroyed" (Daniel 2:44). That is the coming of Christ to set up His kingdom and rule one thousand glorious years on the earth.

"Middle East"

Then there is the Middle East. God's Word says in Zechariah 14:2, "For I will gather all nations against Jerusa​lem to battle." He says that He will bring all armies against Israel before His feet come down on the Mount of Olives. There is a literal Mount of Olives on the literal east of the literal city of Jerusalem. He went up, literally, from that mount 1900 years ago, and His feet are coming down, literally, to that Mount of Olives again, exactly like He says. I have been there five times and this is very real to me. This proph​ecy has been in God's Word for many years. God prophesied it through Zechariah over two thousand years ago. It has never been fulfilled, but it is ready to be fulfilled now.

The Middle East is the hot spot of the world. Every newscast deals with the Middle East. The Arabs and the Jews are debating over how to get together in peace. There will be a time of peace right after the Rapture when Israel will make a covenant with antichrist for seven years. The first three and one half years he will be looking after them and taking care of them as he is gaining power, and then he will turn against them and persecute the Jews, stop the sacrifice in the temple, set up his own image there, and he will proclaim him​self as God. This is the beginning of the Great Tribulation Period, three and one half years before Christ returns to de​stroy him.

There will be two professing religious groups in the land at that end time. One of them will be a group of religious nations headed up at Rome during the first three and one half years after the Rapture (Rev. 17). Antichrist will de​stroy that religion. Then he will set himself up as God and will not permit anybody to defy him as God the last three and one half years before Jesus comes. We will have a sophisticated world that will be worshipping a man, in place of Jesus Christ, when Jesus Christ comes into this world again to destroy him and set up His kingdom on this earth.

These events are being fulfilled now. Israel is back in the land. Russia is on the move in the Middle East. Europe is coming into ascendancy of power, as God's Word predicted. And the focus of the attention of the world is in the Middle East where the nations of the world are preparing to gather together. They will be fighting one another at the Battle of Armageddon and will then turn and try to exterminate Israel. She will call on Christ and He will come down and deliver that nation at that time. Only a remnant, a few, will be saved. He is coming to rule and reign and establish His throne in Jerusalem and He will rule 1,000 glorious years over this earth.

Prophecy is being fulfilled. In the light of all this, the Rapture may take place at any moment. We ought to be ready---saved and serving. If you are not saved, receive Christ as your Saviour. Please don't delay. He may come at any moment of any day. He tells us to "Be Ready!'
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