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First Peter 1:2,10 and 13

Grace is flowing like a river!

Millions there have been supplied; 

Still it flows, as full as ever,

From the Saviour's wounded Side.

My, those are marvelous words, friends, and today we are speaking to you on "The Sufficiency of God's Grace" as found in the use of the word "grace" by Peter in his Epistle. But let me remind you again of these words:

Grace is flowing like a river!

Millions of people have found, in the GRACE of God, the supply of all their need, and yet the River just flows on today, the River of God's Grace, just as full as ever, because it comes from the Saviour's wounded Side!

So now I want you to turn with me in your Bibles to First Peter, as we take up the marvelous study of this word "grace.” May the Lord bless us as we study His Word!

The subject of our study today is "The Sufficiency of God's Grace,” grace sufficient for all of our needs. When we are saved, God does not leave us to work out our lives all by ourselves. No, the Lord has for us SUFFICIENT GRACE. That means, RESOURCES to help us live the Christian life as pleasing to Him.

We usually think of PAUL as the Apostle of Grace, but PETER has much to say about grace, too. One of the characteristic words found in First Peter is the word "grace.” I find that the Greek word charis, or "grace,” is used ten times in First Peter! It is a wonderful word that every Christian must be familiar with, to understand God's provisions for him, and to know the sufficiency of God's grace, grace sufficient for all our needs, as we heard in the song just a moment ago.

Not let us see what grace is and what it means to us today.

The first time we find the word "grace" in First Peter is chapter 1, verse 2. We find charis three times in this first chapter: verse 2, verse 10, and verse 13. Now verse 2. Peter is writing "To the Elect, according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and the sprinkling of the Blood of Jesus Christ; GRACE UNTO YOU AND PEACE BE MULTIPLIED."

Here is the word "grace"! The word grace means not only "saving grace" but also "keeping grace.” Not only His power to SAVE us, a SUFFICIENT SALVATION, but sufficient blessing and power to KEEP us, right on through life's journey and safely into heaven. When you accept Christ as your Saviour, God guarantees to take care of you all the way Home! He guarantees to protect you and supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus. GRACE SUFFICIENT for all of our need.

Now notice that he says, "Grace be unto you, and peace be multiplied." There cannot be any peace until we have accepted God's marvelous grace in salvation. Then MULTIPLIED peace, which means abundant peace, comes to the human heart.

Notice TO WHOM this grace of God comes. It comes to the ELECT OF GOD, according to His foreknowledge, those who are SANCTIFIED by the Spirit, and who have been OBEDIENT unto God in the sprinkling of the Blood of Jesus, which means they have come and claimed Jesus' blood in atonement for their sins. Such are the people, and such alone, who are the recipients of GOD'S GRACE! They have a guarantee from God that He will take care of them all through life, through all of its vicissitudes and trials and testings and sorrows and sufferings and joys, through everything right on Home to heaven. "The Elect." "The Sanctified of the Spirit." "Those who have obeyed God in accepting Jesus' Blood in atonement for their sins, accepting Christ as Saviour and Lord." TO THEM God's Grace comes, and God's peace is multiplied. Isn't that a wonderful statement, friends?

Do you qualify for the Grace of God?

Have you claimed Jesus’ Blood for the atonement for your sins?

Have you sprinkled the Blood of Jesus? You remember that the high priest went in and sprinkled the blood over the ark of the covenant, over the mercy seat, in the Presence of God; today, spiritually we do the same thing: we come to the Cross of Calvary and take Jesus' Blood and sprinkle that blood before God! Now we do not do that literally with our hands. But Jesus has already poured out His blood, and that is effectual to us when we come to God and tell Him we accept Jesus' Blood shed for us to pay for our sins. And God absolves us instantly from all sin. We have obeyed God in accepting Jesus' Blood to pay for our sins. Then the Spirit of God comes into our hearts and SANCTIFIES us, gives us the nature of God and the nature of Christ. We are made partakers of the Divine Nature. We love the things God loves and hate the things God hates. And there is our salvation.

Now TO SUCH PEOPLE, who claim the sprinkled Blood of Jesus, there comes GOD'S GRACE! God's RESOURCES come to them. God's promises come to them. God's promises come, to take care of them right on through life and death and into heaven itself.

Now the passage that we have is First Peter 1:10. The theme here is Salvation. "Of which salvation the prophets have inquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should come unto you, searching what or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify when He testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ and the glory that should follow."

Now notice here, "The prophets prophesied of the GRACE that should come unto us." Now the prophets lived in the Old Dispensation, before Jesus came. They did not live in the Dispensation of Grace. They lived under the Dispensation of Law, back there when Jesus had not yet died and the Gospel had not been preached. But those men searched and inquired of God's Scriptures, God speaking to them about it, about Jesus coming and dying for us. For instance, Isaiah 53 gives us the Suffering Servant of the Lord, all sins laid over on Him. And they prophesied of the Grace that should come to us, God's free and full forgiveness of the sinner, and of His KEEPING the sinner as a SON, on into glory. THAT is the word SALVATION. God's free forgiveness in forgiving us our sins, and God's glorious gift of power to keep us day by day until we arrive in heaven. They prophesied of the Grace of God that should come unto US.

Now this grace of God had to do with the sufferings of Christ and the glory, which should follow. Jesus SUFFERED that this RIVER OF GRACE might FLOW TO US. He is in glory now. He is coming again in glory and the FULLNESS of this grace shall come to us in a happier Land where we shall live with the Lord forever. That will be grace, too!

So you see, GRACE BRINGS SALVATION. Grace brings us forgiveness of sins through the sufferings of our Lord Jesus Christ, and this suffering will all end in GLORY. This Dispensation of Grace BEGINS WITH THE SUFFERINGS OF JESUS, and it goes on through to Eternal Glory with Him yonder in Heaven.

Now the prophets of God prophesied in the Old Testament Scriptures of this Grace that should come unto us. As I said, you will find the GOSPEL prophesied in the Old Testament, Jesus dying for sinners. The Grace of God brings SALVATION to our souls, which means that God has dealt thoroughly with the sin‑question of each one of us at the Cross of the Lord Jesus Christ, and through His sufferings God's Grace is RELEASED unto us. So there is no salvation apart from the suffering of the Lord Jesus and our CLAIMING His sufferings.

The next verse is verse 13. "Wherefore, gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end, for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ."

Now in verse 11, we had the sufferings of Christ, when He came the first time.

Here we have the REVELATION of Jesus Christ, when He comes the SECOND time. Now He came the first time TO SUFFER, that the river of God's grace, God's free forgiveness and care, might come to us. God forgives us and adopts us into His family and makes us His children, with the promise to take care of us in life and death and bring us to heaven. That is grace. All that is included in the word GRACE, and that BEGAN at the Cross.

But it isn't FINISHED! We are still in the old body. We still have the old nature. Beloved, we are not always going to have that old nature, and Grace is going to make us just LIKE the Lord Jesus. We are going to have a new body and a new nature that will be perfect! We shall be LIKE Him when we shall see Him as He is! "The grace that is to be brought unto you"‑--when? --- "At the REVELATION of Jesus Christ."

That word "revelation," according to my Greek Testament here, is the word apokalupsis. The APOKALUPSIS of the Lord Jesus Christ! So that word GRACE will be brought unto us at the UNVEILING of the Lord Jesus, when He becomes unveiled before our eyes, at His Second Coming. So we are to hope for the grace in the FUTURE, you see.

GRACE is God's free care, free love, free salvation and deliverance, for all of us. We are going to be COMPLETELY delivered at the Revelation, or Unveiling, of Jesus Christ. Here we are to HOPE for the GRACE that will be brought to us at the Coming of the Lord.

Someone says, "I don't want to think about the Coming of the Lord." Peter says that he and the apostles and all the Christians of the first century (and he writes unto US, for WE are included in the Age of Grace, because it began at the Cross and will go through to the Second Coming of our Lord)---Peter said that ALL OF US are to be hoping, EXPECTANTLY, for the Coming of the Lord AND that marvelous grace of having a new body and a brand new nature, completely free from all sin, that will be ours AT HIS COMING. It will be brought to us when He comes.

Oh, beloved, how can anybody who is a real Christian fail to LOOK FORWARD to the Coming of the Lord in that regard, hoping, and never failing of hope, for that grace that is to come to us at the revelation of Jesus!

Now if we keep our eyes on His Coming, and that grace of a new body and the eradication of our old nature, when He comes again, then it will keep us from fainting! It will give us the strength we need in the midst of adversity and difficulty and testings in the Christian life. And there ARE such.

God's Grace is sufficient for us, not only to save us but also to KEEP us and to bring us a new body and a new nature AT CHRIST'S COMING. Say, isn't that wonderful? Is that your hope? Are you looking forward to the Return of Jesus and the new body you are going to get, and a perfect nature, as perfect as His? That's what you ARE to be looking forward to! That's what you ARE going to get, according to the Word of the Living God!

GRACE is flowing like a river!

Millions there have been supplied; 

Still it flows, as full as ever,

From the Saviour's wounded Side.
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