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Psalm 22

It is a wonderful thing to be saved and an awful thing to be lost. The Lord has graphically portrayed to us the awful doom of an unsaved soul in Psalm 22. Will you turn with me now to that Psalm? Remember, this is the Word of God, and someday you and I must meet it. God's Word is Truth.

We read here, My God, why has thou forsaken me?" This Psalm is foretelling the cry of the Lord Jesus Christ, dying for the sins of the world on the Cross. You remember that he was crucified about nine o'clock in the morning. At high noon in the blackness of midday, He lost the sense of the Presence of God.

All through His life, Jesus had had the sense of His Father's Presence. As the time approached for Him to go to the Cross, He talked to His disciples about His death. He said to them, "I am going to Jerusalem and fall into the hands of the Gentiles and be crucified, but My Father is with Me." As He hung on the Cross, in His very first prayer, He said, "Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do." He prayed thus for His persecutors, His tormentors. But at high noon there came a change. The earth was in great darkness, and suddenly from His tortured lips came the horrible scream, "My God! My God! Why hast THOU forsaken Me?" Jesus was forsaken of Jerusalem. He was forsaken of Nazareth, His hometown. He was forsaken of His mother. He was forsaken of His disciples. Until now, He had been able to say that His Father was still with Him. But from now till three in the afternoon, Jesus Christ was forsaken even of God. He became GOD‑forsaken THAT YOU AND I MIGHT NEVER BE FORSAKEN OF GOD. Why was He forsaken? Because Christ became SIN for us. God could not look upon SIN even in the Person of His own Son. Jesus had never sinned, but He was taking upon Himself the sin of the whole world, and for three hours God left His beloved Son hanging alone between heaven and earth, forsaken of friends, forsaken of loved ones, forsaken of His disciples and finally forsaken of God.

Forsakenness! HELL is a place of GOD‑forsaken souls. The forsakenness and loneliness cracks the minds of people who are there. Loneliness! Here is the awful, spiritual loneliness of a soul in Hell. If I could open up the pit today and you could hear the screams of lost ones there, would be crying, "Why hast Thou forsaken me? Why have You turned Your back upon me?"

God will not turn His back on you against your will. Jesus said, "Behold, I stand at the door and knock." But you have to turn that lock, friends, and open the door, and welcome Him into your heart. If you don't let Christ into your life, it isn't God's fault. The only reason a man finds himself in Hell is that he had turned his back on Christ, God's Son, who came that he might be saved from hell. To reject Christ is to choose Hell.

"Why hast thou forsaken me, and why art Thou so far from helping me and from the words of my roaring? O God, I cry in the daytime but Thou Hearest not and in the night season and am not silent." That is true of people in Hell. They pray, but their prayers are not heard. "But Thou art holy O Thou that inhabitest the praises of Israel." There is the answer to his question! THOU ART HOLY! God has forsaken them because they refused to be holy, refused to live a godly life, a dedicated life, and a consecrated life, shutting God out of their lives, wouldn't pick up the Bible and read it and live pleasing to the Lord. They wouldn't live a life of prayer, of service to the Lord.

...."Our fathers trusted in Thee," cries the sufferer, "they trusted and Thou didst deliver them. They cried unto Thee and were delivered: they trusted in Thee and were not confounded." Yes, our fathers cried and got an answer, but friends, if we have forsaken God until God has forsaken us; if we have forsaken God till we have placed ourselves beyond His redemption; if we have stomped His love and mercy and grace; if we have despised His entreaties to come and be saved; if we have spurned His salvation; if we have willfully turned our backs upon His Word and have continued in a state of willful disobedience, KNOWING that at any moment we might be in Eternity, THEN HELL IS INEVITABLE.

In verse 11 here we see the trouble of a soul in Hell. I couldn't tell you all the troubles that have been poured into my ears. People have come to me with all kinds of troubles‑--physical, mental, spiritual, home troubles, financial troubles, all KINDS of troubles! But no one on earth has trouble at all compared with the soul in Hell!

"Be not far from me, for trouble is near and there is none to help." Be not far--‑trouble is near! A man in trouble in this present world says, "I'll get out of it by suicide." But that man is a fool, because he immediately gets into the worst trouble a man can get into. He goes to Hell where there is nothing but trouble, the trouble of God‑forsaken souls. Trouble, forever and ever and ever! WHY do people go on in sin? WHY will people reject Jesus Christ? WHY do people turn their backs on God and harden their heart, stupefy their spiritual sensibilities, refuse to lead the spiritual, godly life, and sell their souls for a mess of pottage? WHY will people commit spiritual suicide and go over the brink? They do it. Yet it is not just openly wicked people who go to Hell. YOU, if you refuse to hear God's Word and turn your back on Christ, YOU will find yourself in Hell! I guarantee it on the authority of God's Word. Then you'll wish you had listened to the voice of some poor preacher, bringing you the Word of God as I am today, and had come to the Lord before it was ETERNALLY TOO LATE.

Then think about the physical agony in Hell. God speaks of eyes and hands and feet being cast into Hell. Verse 14. "I am poured out like water. All my bones are out of joint." Here is a picture of Christ's physical agony on the Cross for you, that you might be spared the physical agony of the flames of Hell.

"My heart is like wax. It is melted in the midst of my bowels. My tongue cleaveth to my jaws and thou hast brought me into the dust of death. Dogs have compassed me. The assembly of the wicked have enclosed me. They pierced my hands and my feet. I may tell all my bones. They look and stare upon me." There is Jesus in the midst of the wicked. What an awful thing physical affliction is. Friend, without Christ, that body of yours will someday be raised from the dead and cast into an awful hell. Mental agony! Spiritual agony! Physical agony! Your body, in all its physical agony, will be in the Lake of Fire.

You say, "Preacher, you certainly do have a morbid conception!" Call it morbidity if you want to, but this is the Word of the Living God. I de​fy anyone to deny it. Intelligent peo​ple believe God's Word. Intelligent people WANT to know the Truth. They

don't take part of it and close their eyes to the other part. If God has given WARNINGS, they want to know.  The reason people go to Hell is that they refuse to listen to God. God wrote it down for us in His Book. He wrote it so we could be saved. If He had wanted us to go to Hell He wouldn't have written it down, but would have let us go into eternal night.

In verses 20 and 21 we have what it means to be lost. "Deliver my soul from the sword, my darling from the power of the dog. Save me from the lion's mouth." The sword: What does it mean? The sword of divine justice! The sword of the Word of God! The sword of the Spirit! That will be the thing that will cut down the sinner, the thing he cannot escape. It will condemn him in the Presence of God, because he didn't come to the Bible and the Christ of God. He didn't ac​cept God's salvation when he had the chance, now it is too late. The sword of DIVINE JUDGMENT, divine jus​tice, and punishment for sin.

We read the words of Mary the Mother of Christ, as He was previewed by the Holy Spirit, that the sword of divine justice would be in the bosom of God's Son, for our sins. SOME​ONE has to die for YOUR sins, friend. Either CHRIST takes the sword of divine judgment into His own Heart in your stead and you accept Him as your Saviour; OR, the sword of di​vine justice for your sin will be sheathed IN YOUR OWN SOUL.

Oh, it must be an awful thing when God Almighty says to a sinner, "Depart from Me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels." THEN that soul will realize that GOD IS JUST, that GOD IS RIGHT! The sinner who said, "God, I refuse to walk in your ways. I choose to rebel against You and Your will. I refuse your mercy and grace," will realize then that God is JUST.

"Deliver my darling from the power of the dog." Dogs in Scripture repre​sent evil sinners. In the Book of Revelation we read that outside the Holy City will be dogs and sorcerers and whoremongers and liars and thieves and so on." "Dogs--‑not four ​footed dogs, but human dogs, human beings who refused to reason and who lived ugly lives of immorality and sin.

"My darling" means the SOUL, the most PRECIOUS thing a man has. The most precious thing a man possesses is not his wife or his child, but HIS OWN SOUL. "Deliver my soul from the power of dogs." Jesus was saying, "Don't let me live with the wicked."

"Save me from the lion's mouth,” the lion representing the devil, who walketh about seeking whom he may devour. SAVE me from spending eternity with the devil, was the cry.

What does it mean to be LOST? It means that the sword of DIVINE JUSTICE will separate you from God and you will spend eternity in Hell with the wicked, ungodly, immoral souls who rejected Christ and His offer of salvation. You don't want that. Accept Jesus Christ now and be SAVED. Will you do it?
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