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Now if you have your Bibles, friends, turn with me to Acts, the 17th chapter, and we are studying today a wonderful statement of God, THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD, and we pray the Lord will bless in a wonderful way. Here we have God's plan and blessings on the various nations of earth.

We found out that God in His sovereignty made the world, that He is now Master of heaven and earth, that He doesn't dwell in temples made with hands, He doesn't need what man has to give Him because HE GIVES to all, life and breath and all things. Now in verse 26 we learn that God made of one all the nations who have ever dwelt on earth. God pre‑determined the time that the nations should be born and live and die, and also the bounds of their habitation, how long they were to endure, and how large they were to grow. NATIONS, of earth. Nations have come and gone in history. God is a GOD OF HISTORY! Someone has said, "History is HIS STORY." History is actually an unfolding of God's plan.

Now today we are taking up verse 27 of Acts 17, GOD'S PLAN OF BLESSING ON THE NATIONS. Now God Almighty planned BLESSING for the people on earth. He loves people! Remember that. When you see destruction, that isn't God's part. That isn't what God planned, what He loves; at all. That is because of SIN! God plans BLESSING!

So we read that the nations should "seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after Him and find Him, though He be not far from every one of us." God's plan for the nations is that they should SEEK HIM; seek the Lord, as a weak, fretting child in the dark seeks its mother. We are to seek Him. We are to "feel after Him." You know how a little child feels after its mother? Reaches out to feel its mother near, in the dark? And is reassured when it feels the touch of its mother? We are in a dark world, a world darkened by sin and unbelief, and we can reach out and seek God, and we can feel of Him, and we can FIND HIM! For, He is not far from every one of us. God has just spoken of the nations, and now, He pulls it down to the individual. God is not far from "every one of us.” God is concerned about every individual person.

The earth's population (according to the latest census) is 2&1/2 BILLION people. God is interested in EVERY ONE. He is not far from every one. Does that mean that little Chinese orphan boy, orphaned by the war? Yes. That little Korean girl, orphaned by the war? Yes. God is not far from them. Does that mean displaced persons today? Yes. God is not far from each one of them. God is not taking sides. God loves each individual person. Now God means this for every one of the nations, and for every person He has ever created. Here is proof of John 3:16, that it is individual, and not collective. I used to think, when I first memorized John 3:16, "For God so loved the world," that He meant everybody in totality, just the world collectively. I have found out, though, that it means each one of us INDIVIDUALLY. God loves ME. God loves YOU. God loves everybody that has ever come into this world or ever will. God has planned heaven for every one. If a man doesn't make heaven, it is his own choice. God can't do anything about it. If a man won't seek Him, won't feel after Him, he won't find Him. The person who seeks God and feels after Him in the dark will find Him! If you don't know anything about God, reach out for Him with what you do have, and you'll find Him! That's a sweet passage. I love that. It's a wonderful statement. God wants people to seek Him, to feel after Him, to find Him. If YOU haven't found God, if you do not know you are saved, just seek Him; feel after Him, IN HIS WORD, IN PRAYER. You'll find God, if your heart goes out to Him!

Next, God recognizes our need individually and dependence upon Him. Notice, "In Him we live and move and have our being." Our need, our dependence, is on God. You remember Psalm 103, "He knoweth our frame. He remembereth---He never forgets---that we are dust."

In HIM, we live! You couldn't live, without GOD. You are located in the center of His influence and power and blessing.

IN HIM, we move! You cannot lift a finger without God's help. You cannot bat an eyelash. You cannot take a step. You can't do a thing. You can't even breathe, without God. Our breathing apparatus is not dependent on our telling our muscles to do things necessary for breathing; they automatically do them. GOD is the One who is back of life and breath and movement: IN HIM, we live! IN HIM, we MOVE'! You couldn't take a step without God. You couldn't get out of your bed without God. The fact that you got up this morning, the fact that you are walking around, the fact that you are even breathing (even if you are bedridden and shut in) is because GOD has given you that power to move.

In Him, we have our being! That means, our very existence. It is because we are living in the sphere of His power and blessing. It is by the

blessing of God alone that we move and exist. It is because of HIM that we can carry on our being. Have you honored the God who gives you your very existence? What a sin to dishonor Him by ignoring Him! That is the sin of sins. Not murder, and lying, and stealing. You say, "I'm good. I'm all right." But if you have IGNORED GOD, haven't recognized your dependence on Him and His gifts to you, that is an awful INGRATITUDE. It is a terrible sin. Now don't do it. Thank God for you who do recognize it and are grateful to God and each day. You give thanks for life, and for moving, and for existence, and you don't grumble and complain when everything isn't just what it ought to be. You are grateful for what God gives you.

Now next. We all belong to God's family BY CREATION. Here is a wonderful truth. "In Him we live and move and have our being . . . we are also His offspring. Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think the Godhead is like unto gold or silver or stone, graven by art and man's device." We all, by birth and by creation, belong to God's big family. God has two families. He has a spiritual family and He has a physical family. You and I, every person in the world, belongs to God's PHYSICAL family. But only born again CHRISTIANS belong to God's SPIRITUAL family. Only born again Christians can say, "Our Father, which art in heaven." An unsaved person cannot say it. But there is a sense in which God is the Father of every created person, the offspring of God. We have something of the divine characteristics. Isn't that wonderful? We are the offspring of God, and we ought not to think falsely about the God who created us. The Fatherhood of God in CREATION, we have here.

So, there is a sense in which men ARE brothers, PHYSICALLY. But there it ends.

SPIRITUALLY, only those who are born again can call God "OUR FATHER."

Let's remember that. You belong to God's family by CREATION. But do you belong to God's family by REGENERATION? Have you been born again? Are you a child of God through faith in Christ? Paul accepts that fact that there is a family of God by creation and that all men are brothers and God is the Father of all BY CREATION. That doesn't mean God is going to take all men to heaven just because He created them. For "EXCEPT A MAN BE BORN AGAIN he cannot enter into the kingdom of God." And men who are PHYSICALLY in the family of God by creation, NEED TO GET INTO THE SPIRITUAL FAMILY OF GOD. If you are born only one time, physically, you'll see the second death. You'll perish. But if you are born twice, born of the Spirit of God as well as physically, you'll go to heaven and live with God forever. God is not taking to heaven those whom He has CREATED, without the New Birth. Only those who have been born AGAIN.

Verse 30. "God winked" at man's false thoughts of Him and false worship in olden times because they lived in times of ignorance. But WE are not ignorant! We live in the full blaze of New Testament truth and live in Gospel lands. So, verse 30, when men worshipped and thought the Godhead was like unto gold and silver and stones graven by art and man's device, and times of this ignorance God winked at, but now commandeth all men everywhere to repent. God winked, then, at man's false thoughts of Him and false worship because they lived in olden times, in times of ignorance. But we are no longer ignorant. We have the New Testament, and Jesus has come and sent Apostles and prophets, and we know what God is like. We don't worship idols. So God has commanded all men today who know the Truth to REPENT and TURN from their idols and sins and unbelief, and LIVE FOR HIM, because He will judge the world. Judgment is coming on those who do not repent. The day has already been appointed by God, has already been fixed for the Great Judgment, and He will "judge the world" in righteousness.

Now when you become a believer, you are not in "the world" any longer. Jesus prayed, "Father, I pray not for the world, but those Thou hast given Me out of the world, that Thou wouldst keep them from evil." So, you are either IN the world or you are OUT of the world, one of the two. The world is under condemnation, and He has appointed a day when He will judge the world. That means all unbelievers who are worldly and not spiritual, who do not love the Lord. He will judge the world in RIGHTEOUSNESS, RIGHTLY, by Jesus Christ, Whom He appointed. So, the Day of Judgment is appointed, and the Judge, Jesus Christ, is appointed. I do not know the day, but I know the Judge, Jesus Christ!

Verse 31 tells us that that Day of Judgment is 

GUARANTEED and AS​SURED to all men by Christ's 

resurrec​tion. "Whereof He hath given ASSURANCE TO ALL MEN (that is, of the judgment) that He hath raised Him

from the dead." Christ's resurrection is God's guarantee of the Judgment Day. When Christ was raised from the dead, His resurrection guaranteed JUDGMENT. Man killed Christ, but God raised Him. And Christ will confront His murderers, His haters, His rejectors, and His despisers.

Are you among those who despise Christ? Remember, that doesn't mean you have to be voluble in your despising. You don't have to be wordy. You don't have to go around speaking against Him. All you need to do is ignore His claims, and refuse to yield to Him! Despisers! We read in Isaiah 53, "He is despised and rejected of men." And so, today, He is rejected of men and despised by everyone who will not yield of Him. Friend, are you among the despisers, the rejectors, of Christ? If so, you will be among those whom He will confront at the Judgment. Christ is alive! He has risen from the dead. God has appointed Him to judge the world, and His resurrection is a guarantee to the world of the Judgment to come.

MOCKERS are doomed. There are two classes of people, who have heard of Christ's resurrection and the judgment. Some believe. Some mock.  "When they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked." Mockers are doomed. Those who refuse to hear. Are you among those that mock? Maybe you don't do it outwardly because maybe it isn't fashionable. But inside, in your heart, you mock. By your life, you mock at any coming judgment and meeting with Jesus Christ, Whom you have rejected as your Saviour and Lord. You will meet Him as your Judge if you don't accept Him as your SAVIOUR. There will be judgment on your soul!

Then finally, there are those who hear! Some want to hear, and are open to the Truth about Jesus and His resurrection and His coming to judge the world. So we read that though some mocked, others said, "We will hear thee again of this matter." We will listen to you. Now the only person who can be saved is the person who will hear what the Lord has to say. "Speak, Lord, for thy servant heareth. I am listening! I love the truth and will obey it. I'll hear about Jesus. I'll weigh this about Jesus. I'll come to a conclusion and I'll believe on Jesus. I'll yield to Jesus. I'll live for Jesus, in the light of that coming judgment and resurrection from the dead, my own resurrection and judgment to come, the day when we meet the LORD. I want to be ready!"

This is an amazing statement of God, the fact of His sovereignty. God created the world. God is the Master of personalities in heaven and earth. God has given His Son to die for our sins.  He has made the nations. He loves all men.  He wants us to seek after Him.  We can feel after Him and find Him if we want Him.  Every man can find Him.  If we don’t there is coming a day of judgment.  God has guaranteed it.  The day is appointed!  The Judge is appointed, who is Jesus Christ.  Mockers will be judged.  Those who hear, and listen, and obey Christ, and love the Lord, and seek after Him, and feel after Him, finally shall be SAVED.

Oh, if you are not saved today and know that you are saved, today seek after Him!  Feel after Him, and you’ll find Him.
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