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Now friends, if you have your Bibles, I want you to turn with me to Acts, chapter 17, and verse 24 through 31. Today we have a tremendous revelation of God and what He is like. If yon want to know what God is like (and you ought to know, because one day you are going to meet Him), you have it here in this tremendous chapter Acts 17:24 through 31.

The other day in a hotel room in distant city, hundreds of miles from here, I was meditating on this passage and God brought a great blessing to my heart, as I thought about the Living God and what He is like. Here we have a tremendous REVELATION OF GOD.

The first thing we learn about God is, that He made the world and every thing that is in it. What a tremendous Being He is! We read in verse 24 about Paul being at Mars Hill and He is talking to the greatest minds of his day about GOD. Paul knew what God is, and what He is like He said, "God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that He is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands."

So we learn that God made the world and all things that are therein. Every thing you and I see, God made! Everything, the sun and moon and stars, the sands of the seashore, every drop of water in the ocean, the rocks, the mountains, the animals, the insects the big things, the little things---God made it ALL. What a tremendous Being is this God who MADE THE WORLD! What a terrific Mind! What an ALMIGHTY Being, with ALL MIGHTY Power. We call Him "GOD.'

So we have here the Sovereignty of God. HE MADE THE WORLD. Do you accept that? Do you believe there is a Personal Being Who made this world and everything that is in it? I do. I agree with Paul on that. I believe in this God. And it brings warmth to my heart, to know of the SOVEREIGNTY of God, His Almighty Power and Will. I was talking to a friend of mine the other day, a real Christian, and he said, "The greatest truth I have ever learned in my life is the truth of the SOVEREIGNTY of God, that God Almighty is ALL‑MIGHTY, that He is running things."

The second thing we have here is the statement, "Seeing that HE IS LORD OF HEAVEN AND EARTH." Not only did He make the world, but also He is LORD of heaven and earth. That means, of thinking personalities. God not only MADE thinking, living personalities, animate and inanimate, living and nonliving, thinking and non‑thinking, but God is MASTER OF ALL THINKING PERSONALITIES, in heaven and earth. That means angels, archangels, men, kings, business tycoons, the humble, the lowly, and the great of earth. GOD is above them all! LORD means MASTER. God is the MASTER of everything. He is the Master of every living personality in heaven and earth. Man may not CHOOSE God as Lord and Master, but He still IS.

Notice next, "He dwelleth not (He does not live) in temples made with hands." I like that! We are living in a day when men are glorifying programs instead of CHRIST, and church buildings rather than THE GOD Who is to be worshipped there. We are certainly headed in that direction. The Most High dwelleth not in temples made with hands! GOD DOES NOT LIVE IN A CHURCH BUILDING. He doesn't live in ANY temple made with hands, we read here. Any church building in the world, no matter how magnificent, is not His dwelling place. They are no different from any other building, as far as God living in them is concerned. God does not live in ANY temple made with hands, any construction of man's devising.

This Scripture kills the idea that "the church" is God's dwelling place, God's House. We never read in the Bible of the church building being where God dwells, but we do read of the BELIEVER'S BODY as being God's house! And CHRISTIANS, collectively, are God's house! We read in Hebrews 2, "Whose house ARE WE." So that's it; WE are the church, the dwelling place of God, and the church collectively and individually. GOD DWELLS IN CHRISTIANS. He operates in all Christians collectively. He operates in Christians individually. As He has said, "I will dwell in them and live in them, and I shall be their God and they shall be my people." God says, "I will dwell in YOU." So He lives in our bodies. He lives in the believer, in the believer's life, in the believer's heart. He doesn't dwell in temples made with HANDS. Let's remember that passage, dear friends. So many people go to church on Sunday morning and talk about "worship" because they have been in a beautiful church building, or heard wonderful music. But that isn't Worship. WORSHIP is wherever and whenever you are IN TOUCH WITH GOD! People can go to hear any beautiful music, and go to any building that is beautiful, and have reaction, emotionally and aesthetically. But that isn't WORSHIP. WORSHIP is CONTACT WITH GOD, where your thoughts are on GOD, where your adoration goes out to GOD. Many a person goes to church on Sunday and goes away talking about "divine worship" without ever having worshipped God! Their thoughts haven't been ABOUT GOD; they have been about the music, about the loveliness of the flowers, the oratory, and all the rest. But the direct worship of God? God doesn't dwell in temples made with hands.

Next, verse 25; He is not worshipped WITH MEN'S HANDS. God doesn't NEED anything you have. God is not worshipped with men's hands. God doesn't need man's gifts. Instead of MEN giving to GOD, God giveth first! He is the Giver! He giveth to all animals, men, insects, life, breath, and all things. You know, a man is foolish in saying, "I am a self‑made man." NO MAN is self‑made. The very talents you have are the GIFT OF GOD!

I was talking to Strat Shufelt the other day about the gift of music, and the fact that in a home one child sings, and the other child cannot sing a note. What's the difference? God gives the talents.

Not long ago I read of a young boy who is a genius, just a kid, but he studies higher mathematics, studies scientific tones, reads and digests volumes, his I. Q. being almost that of Albert Einstein. And yet he has a brother who has none of those gifts. His brother reads comic books while he reads tomes on scientific subjects that are too difficult for most college graduates. He is a genius. Who made him that Way? God. One person has an aptitude for language. Another has an aptitude for math. One hates math; one hates language. Who gave those aptitudes? God. HE giveth life and breath and all things.

So when we give to God, we are only giving back a part of what He has first given us! Even our tithes and offerings HE HAS FIRST GIVEN TO US. He not only saves us, but it is HIS MERCY AND GRACE that lets us even work for Him, for the very life we give back to Him is His Gift to us. So we are just giving that which He has first given to us. And yet He rewards us for that! WHAT A GOD WE HAVE! So He is not worshipped with men's hands. God will get along without you. But you and I can't get along without God.

Now verse 26. "God hath made all nations." "He hath made OF ONE all nations of men to dwell on the face of the earth and hath determined the times before appointed and the bounds of their habitation." God has made all nationalities of people. The red man, the brown man, the white man, the yellow man. He made the Chinese, the Japanese, the French, the Russians

every human being on the face of the earth. God created the nations and various nationalities. And He made them OF ONE. Just think about that.  There were 

2&1/2 BILLION persons in the latest census, on the earth TODAY. Think about the billions who have gone before us, who lived from Adam’s time down to the present generation.

Now the word blood ("He made of one blood") is not in the best manuscripts. The Revised Version (1901) omits it. There is a note in the margin of the Scofield Bible that verifies that. The best reading is, "He hath made of one, all nations of earth." That is, of one MAN, Adam. ALL are descendents of Adam. And yet, men fight with one another. Isn't that silly, for brother to be fighting one another? One brother says, "I am better than you are." It IS silly, friends. GOD MADE OF ONE, all nations, to dwell on the face of the earth.

One passage I love to read in the Revelation is about the Holy City, where the nations of those who are saved shall walk in the light of the Holy City! There won't be any fighting, brother with brother, no national discrimination, over yonder in the Holy City of God. The truly saved will walk in the light of the Holy City. That's a wonderful, wonderful statement.

He hath made of ONE all the descendents of Adam. God cleaned up Adam's generation at the flood, and brought Noah through, so all of us today are the descendents of Noah, but we go on back to Adam. And he is referring primarily to Adam in this passage. God made Adam and created Eve and told them to be fruitful and multiply, and they had sons and daughters and they married and intermarried, until today we have our present population. But we ALL go back to the SAME TWO PARENTS. We are all of ONE BLOOD. The SAME BLOOD flows in the veins of every person on the face of the earth. This is truth, and you cannot fight the truth of God's Word without destruction. And truly saved people will accept what God has to say. He hath made of one all nations of men that dwell on all the face of the earth.

Recently I was out in Arizona and saw the Red Man. Underneath, he sprang from the same progenitor. He came from Adam, even as I did, and as you did. God made ALL NATIONS of ONE MAN. We read John 3:16, "God so loved THE WORLD," and that means He loves ALL MEN, all over the earth, every person, in every nation. God created every nation from one blood, and God loves every person in every nation. God provided salvation for every person, in every nation, according to the statements of His Holy Word.

Not only has He created all nations from one man, and caused them to grow from one man and his wife, to the 2&1/2 billions who have sprung from them, but concerning the nations, God has determined their bounds and their times. "And hath determined the times before appointed and the bounds of their habitation." God has determined the nations. When you read history, you see that one nation comes up, and dies. Another nation comes up, and dies. You have Egyptian history. You have Babylonian history. You have Medo‑Persian. You have Grecian supremacy. You have Roman supremacy. You have the days when Britannia ruled the waves. Great Britain is in decline now. AMERICA is the leading nation today, and Russia is challenging her place! It is God Almighty that determines the nations.

The word "determine" here means "pre‑determine." God has predetermined the times that a nation should endure, how long they'd continue, the life of a nation. Nations are born, nations live, and nations die. And the times of the nations and the peoples on the earth, GOD DETERMINES. Also, He determines the bounds of their habitation, how large they are to grow before they decay and die. God plans it all. That doesn't mean that death is of God; death is because of sin. But, God KNEW about that, and in His plan, He planned for it to work out according as He predetermined, and friends, nothing can stop it.

Today our nation of America is in a blessed position, and how we ought to thank God humbly! God is the One that permits it. You go back and see the early history of our nation, how it survived fighting Britain and all of that. It was miraculous. You say that our forefathers did it. Well, God used them. But God is the One that predetermined that. It is wonderful to know of the wonderful PLAN OF GOD.

Now God has a plan for YOUR life. He predetermined that you should be born and gave you your gifts and all the blessings you have. What are you doing with the blessings and gifts that God has given you? Don't look around at somebody else; look at what God GAVE YOU, and be grateful. Have you accepted Jesus as your Saviour, living your life for God? If not, today go alone and tell God you are grateful for all He has done for you, the Almighty God, that you want to accept Christ as your Saviour and LIVE FOR HIM and SERVE HIM and He will bless your life as you have never been blessed before. Will you do that? God bless you.
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