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I John 1:9

I want to speak to you now on "What About Christians' Sins After Conversion?" People have asked me that question many times, and I do not evade questions that come in. The Word of God has a clear‑cut answer to this subject.

This matter was brought to my attention in a particular way not long ago in a meeting when a man came down the aisle among others coming to take Christ, and I noticed that tears were literally dripping off that man's cheeks. He was deeply disturbed. When the invitation was over they went back into the prayer room, and I went back to deal with them, and when I was dealing with those who were lost, those who had never accepted Christ, I turned to him. But he said, "I am a Christian, Preacher--‑at least, I suppose I am." Well, I knew he was confused, so I asked him to wait a few moments until after I had dealt with the others and showed them how to be saved, prayed with them, and had the joy of leading them to Christ. Then I turned to him.

He told me his story. He said, "Once I lived the Christian life. I was an earnest Christian. But then, I fell into sin. I am miserable! I must be lost. I am the most miserable man you ever saw."

(I am telling you this because there may be others--- perhaps some of you---who are in the same condition, tormented and miserable.)

I said, "Fellow, there are one or two mistakes that you are making, and that multitudes are making, today. The first is that people think the Christian life is a life of SINLESSNESS. They think that when they accept Christ and become a Christian, they will lead a sinless, perfect life. But the new life is not perfect, and when you find that out you become upset and worried and think that perhaps you are lost."

So many people have the idea that when a person is born again, he will never have any more temptations, that there will never again be any sin in the life, no more temper, no more sin of any kind, that all will be perfect and smooth and serene.

Christians Are Not Sinless

But, friends, that is a mistake. A Christian is neither sin‑full (that is, he is not full of sin) nor is he sin‑less. He does have the capacity to sin. John himself says that if we say we have no sin (and he is talking about Christians, himself included) we DECEIVE ourselves. He says the Christian who says he has no sin deceives himself. (First John 1:8.

Paul, the Apostle, after three marvelous missionary journeys and the most triumphant Christian life this world has ever seen, said, "I am the chief of SINNERS!" Paul was not a fool. He was a grammarian. He did not say, "I WAS the chief of sinners," referring to his pre‑conversion days. He said, "I AM (NOW) the chief of sinners."

Now, beloved, remember that when we speak of sin, we do not mean just drinking liquor, or gambling, or committing adultery, or stealing, or the other GROSS sins. Let us remember that evil THOUGHTS are sin, and yielding to temptation is sin, and so on. There is the weakness of the flesh.

Now that is not to say that it is impossible for us to live a life displeasing to God. There IS a life of victory over sin. John in this epistle, writes, "My little children, I write unto you that you SIN NOT." That is our goal. Buts he goes on to say that if any man does sin, he has an Advocate, a Pleader, and a Lawyer, who will set him straight with the Father. That One is Jesus Christ, the Righteous.

A Christian is not a PERFECT person. If God took only to heaven ONLY PERFECT PERSONS, there wouldn't be anyone there but Jesus. He is the God‑man. He is the only perfect person. He is a PERFECTLY HOLY God. So Holy that He charges the angels with folly! Even the stars are not pure in His sight!

Remember also that the Lord Jesus Christ taught His disciples to pray, "Our Father . . . forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us." Jesus said that to His disciples, the men who, out of all the men of His time, were His choice to be around Him to learn of Him, and to carry His Message to a lost world. He taught them to pray for forgiveness for their SINS. Now that would have been out of order it they had had no sins.

Now I know that some people will not agree with this teaching of the Bible. They do not want the truth. They are not satisfied with just the Bible. There are people who claim "perfection" but are living far below its standards! But I tell you it is a happy day in your life when you realize you are not a perfect person, but that you do seek to live a life pleasing to God. Thank God for that Blood of Christ that cleanses from all sin and for the confession of sin God allows us to have, which is our opportunity to keep in a state of forgiveness before God.

A Christian, then, is not a SINLESS person, but a real Christian will HATE sin. A real born‑again child of God will HATE sin and will read his Bible and pray and attend the House of God and serve his Lord as best he knows how. When he does sin, it will grieve him, it will hurt him. That is the difference between the saved and the unsaved. A real Christian is disturbed when he sins. You don't have to tell me when I sin; I know it as quick as lightning. The Spirit of God tells me. And I tell you, I go to God in prayer, and thank God, He forgives my sin. That is the way a Christian stays clean before God.

So even though a person is saved, that does not mean he will not be tempted anymore. God is taking to heaven SINNERS, saved by the grace of God. He is taking those who know the love and mercy of God, those who know God's free forgiveness to sinners. So that is the first error, to think that a Christian will live a sinless life.

Confession Means Forgiveness

Now the second thing I told this man was that CONFESSION of sin to God MEANS FORGIVENESS. First John 1:9. "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." You see, the difference between a Christian man and an unsaved man is like a criminal before a judge. The Christian is like a child before his father.

If my boy were to do something wrong and our fellowship were to be broken, and he came to me and said, "Dad, forgive me," would I say, "Son, I'll think it over. Come back in six months?" No, that's ridiculous, isn't it? How long does it take you to forgive someone you LOVE? How long does it take you to forgive your boy, whom you love better than your own life? Your girl? Your wife? Your husband? How long does it take, when they come to you and say they are sorry and ask you to forgive them? Why, they are forgiven just as quickly as they confess. Well, GOD loves us MORE than we love our loved ones, and the minute we confess to HIM, we are forgiven!

So I turned to this man and said, "When you committed this sin that upset you, this sin that has been bothering you for such a long time did you confess it to God?"

He said, "Oh, yes! I confessed it immediately."

I said, "Did God forgive you?"

He said, "I don't know. I don't FEEL like He did." He was wringing his hands.

I said, "Fellow, God FORGAVE YOU, that first time, when you ASKED Him."

Friends, what does God say about this? Let's go to the Scriptures. First John 1:9 says that if Christians confess their sins to Him, He is faithful and just to FORGIVE. Confession means forgiveness. All we have to do is CONFESS. We don't have to wring our hands and wait six months or a year or five years. When we confess we are forgiven. We are to get up off our knees and go on our way rejoicing! We are FORGIVEN! Confessed sin is blotted out. It doesn't exist anymore, in the sight of God.

Then I illustrated this truth to him. I said, "You confessed your sin. Then you kept on confessing but never claim​ed forgiveness. Suppose my boy comes to me to confess something wrong, and I say, `All right son, I forgive you.' But he comes back thirty minutes later and says, `Daddy, I wish you'd forgive me, please.' And I say, `Son, I forgave you thirty minutes ago.' And he comes back again, thirty minutes later, and says, `Daddy, won't you PLEASE for​give me! I am WORRIED about this thing,' and I say, `Son, I forgave you an hour ago! Go on your way! Don't let it bother you anymore, for I forgave you the first time.' But he comes back thirty minutes later and says, `Daddy, won't you PLEASE, PLEASE forgive me?' If he kept that up, I would con​clude that he didn't BELIEVE what his father said."

That is exactly how it is with Christ​ians who confess their sins, and then wring their hands and keep on begging God, day after day, week after week, month after month, and sometimes YEAR AFTER YEAR, to forgive them, when GOD SAYS, "I FORGAVE YOU, the FIRST TIME YOU CONFESSED."

Well, that man saw it! A smile broke over his face, and he lowered his head and began to thank the Lord for for​giving him, for forgiving him the first time!

I think perhaps he should have asked God right then to forgive him for NOT BELIEVING His Word right from the beginning! Because that's what it is. It is either ignorance of the Word, or, unbelief, if we do know it. I am afraid it is ignorance on the part of many people. They just don't know that they can confess their sins and God is faithful and just to forgive them.

Need of Daily Confession

We NEED First John 1:9. We need a confessional everyday. We need to go to God daily and search our lives in the Light of His Holy Presence, His abso​lute perfection, His HATRED FOR SIN. Any kind of sin! Wrong attitudes, wrong thoughts, wrong desires, wrong motives. All that is SIN, in the eyes of God. Beloved, we ought to go to Him in holy prayer each day and go over our lives in confession, and THANK Him that He forgives us, because Christ has already paid for those sins with His Blood. We can stay clean that way, and we can walk with God in unbroken fellowship.

Friend, today are you troubled about some past sin? Go to the Lord now, and CONFESS that sin, or sins, to Him, and then turn in your New Testament to First John 1:9, and READ IT, and BELIEVE IT! Go on your way rejoicing, loving the Lord, serving the Lord, and living for Him the best you know how, as clean and holy a life as is possible for you to live. Will you do it?

God bless you.
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