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Turn with me to the Book of Revelation, please, Chapter 1, verses 17 and 18.  "And when I saw Him I fell at His feet as dead.  And He laid His right hand upon me saying unto me, Fear not; (literally, be not fearing.  Don't be fearing.  Don't let your life be filled with fear) I am the first and the last: I am He that liveth and was dead; and behold I am alive forevermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death.”  Our Lord then mentions the seven stars in His right hand, verse 20.  "The mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in my right hand and the seven golden candlesticks.  The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches and the seven candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven churches."

Now I want to call your attention to Jesus' Word.  I have given you at other times many Scriptures from the Word of God on this expression that runs clear through the Bible: "Fear Not.”  God came down to give man a fearless heart.  You and I ought to have a fearless heart.  Yet we find the world filled with fear today.  People are afraid of life.  People are afraid of death.  People are afraid of the great uncertainty of the unknown world ahead, as they launch out into Eternity.  To all such God has said, "Fear Not."

But someone may be saying, "But Brother Hendley, how can I keep from fear?”  I want to give you God's answer right now. You can keep from fear by trusting in the Lord and His Promises.  He is Almighty God.  He will never, never leave us nor forsake us.

"But," you may say, "the thing that causes me so much fear is the fact of my sins."

Yes, sin is back of all the fear in the human life, but remember, God has taken care of our sins.  If you believe that Jesus has taken care of all your sins, then you'll forget all fear, and there will be victory in your heart.

You may say, "But I don't know that I am right with God."

Well, do you know why you feel that way about God?  You don't know Him.  Job says, "Acquaint thyself with Him and be at peace.”  Some people think that the more you know about God and the nearer you come to Eternity and to His Presence, the more FEARFUL, you'll become.  But not so.  The more you KNOW God, the less you fear Him.  He is a FATHER to those that put their trust in Him, and He LOVES you.  Don't forget that.

There are three thoughts I want to bring to your attention that will banish fear from your heart, if you will only BELIEVE God and believe His Word.  The first thing that causes fear is the fact of sin, and disbelief that God is merciful though you want mercy.  I dealt recently with a soul who was praying and praying and praying for mercy.  My friend, you don't have to ask God to be merciful to you; He has already been merciful.  Now listen to me: You don't have to ask God to be merciful to you; He has already been merciful.  It is a sin against God to even ask Him for mercy when He has already shown His mercy for you.  You remember in the 18th chapter of Luke, verse 13, we read of two men who went to the Temple to pray.  One was a Pharisee, a self‑right​eous man, who boasted about how good he was.  He fasted twice in a week and he paid tithes of everything he possess​ed.  He was an ultra‑religious man.  But he never did humble himself.  He didn't call on God.  He didn't seek God's face.  He didn't love God.  He was SELF​ righteous, and he went away unsaved.  Then, says the Lord Jesus, there was another man who came into the Temple.  He was a publican, a despised man.  Everybody called publicans sinners, back in those days, and they were sinners.  But, everybody has sinned, don't forget, and fallen short of the glory of God.  This publican would not even lift his head toward Heaven, but he kept smiting his breast in grief, and he cried, "God, be merciful to me a sinner.”  Now a lot of people use that phrase to illustrate the necessity of people asking God for mercy.  But friends, don't forget that that parable was before the Cross.  God had mercy on sinners at the Cross!  God has already had mercy on you.  He has already dealt with your sins.  Your sins have already been paid for.

One night I talked to a woman in a revival meeting.  She had been bound by drink.  You would be surprised how many women are living in sin today, how many women are drinking.  This woman told a preacher friend of mine that for TEN YEARS she had not known a Saturday nor a Sunday in which she was not drunk.  Saturday and Sunday for ten years!  Liquor has her.  Oh, you don't have to visit the slums to find that.  You can go out here into the best sections of this city, or any other city, and you will find women in similar conditions.  I know, for I have visited in those homes.  Sin is no respecter of money, position, beauty or anything else.  It will wrap around you like a snake, and it will coil around you and poison you and finally blast you if you play with it!  That poor woman thought she had to ask God for mercy.  Why, God has had mercy.  What does mercy mean?  It means pity, and a sinner doesn’t have to ask God to pity him.  If we walk down the street and see a dog hit by an automobile, that dog immediately excites pity in our souls.  If we see somebody that needs help, immediately our hearts leap out to that need.  Pity is already in our hearts.  How much more is it in the heart of God!  Oh, my friend, listen:  All you need to do is to turn to God and depend entirely upon Him.  God has already had pity.  God has already had mercy.  The Publican said, "God be favorable to me a sinner.”  That was before the Cross.  But you and I can look back at the Cross and see that God has had favor toward us.  And now we read what that man never did know, that "God so loved the world . . . " John 3:16.  God loved the world, and He loves it today.  You are part of the world.  So He loves you.  You don't have to ask somebody to pity you if they love you.  All you need to do is admit you are a sinner, and JUST TRUST Him.  That's all.  TRUST HIS MERCY!  TRUST HIS FAVOR!  TRUST HIS WORD!  TRUST HIS LOVE!  God has already been merciful at the Cross.  God has already poured out His Pity for you at Calvary.  God has been holding out His arms to you all these days, and months, and years, and all you have to do is come home, sinner.  I think the finest picture that illustrates what I'm trying to get over to you is found in Luke 15, the Story of the Prodigal Son.  Did that boy have to come back and say, "Father, I want you to have pity on me!  I want you to have mercy on me!  I want to get back into your favor?”  Why, that old father's heart had been longing for his boy to come home.  Mercy?  Why, his heart was aching for the moment he would receive him into his arms, and the minute the boy got around the bend, the old father saw him and rushed out to meet him half way.  Why did Jesus tell that story?  He told it to give us a picture of God, and of the sinner.  Today God is just waiting.  All He wants you to do is just mean business, be in earnest about Him.  All He wants you to do is WANT Him.  All He wants you to do is want to come home!  As long as you WANT to live out there in the pig‑pen, God can't do anything about it.  He's not coming into the pig‑pen, but oh, when you head back home, God will come out and meet you, and He will take you into His home and He will give you a place at the table again, and He will clothe you afresh, and He will give you a home, in His House.  That is God!

Friends, listen to me today: When you realize that God is like that and you really love Him, you have nothing to fear.  After all, Faith is an attitude toward God.  It is an attitude of love toward God.  Jesus Christ says these blessed and wonderful words: "If any man will love me, my Father will love him, and we will come in unto him and we will make our abode with him.”  Isn't that wonderful?  All you have to do is just tell Him you want to love Him from now on, and mean it, that's all.  Isn't that wonderful?  And I tell you; anyone who doesn't want to love God ought to go to Hell.  Don’t you think so?  Anyone who doesn’t want to love a great God like that ought to go to Hell. Thank God, He banishes fear from my mind.  I know I'm a sinner, but I know a God that not only WILL have pity, but has already had it, and at the Cross of Calvary He proved it all.  And the minute I set my face toward Him and Home, He reached out His arms and took me in.  He will take you in today, friend, and He will banish your fears, and the sin question won't even be brought up because it has all been settled at the Cross. Isn't that wonderful!  That is the Good News, The Gospel of God.  God wants to tell this good news to all men.

Then there is another thought regarding Fear.  You know, God has already forgiven you your sins.  Some people think they have to pray for six weeks and go through all sorts of penances and terrible afflictions to get God to forgive them.  Maybe He will, and maybe He won't.  I remember a lady who had a boy, and she put that idea into her boy's mind.  While other people were being saved, that boy would be out yonder in the woods, crying to God to forgive him, by the hour.  How pitiful, how unnecessary!  My son doesn't have to cry to me by the hour for forgiveness.  When something has broken fellowship between us, the minute he comes back and says, "Daddy, I'm sorry," it's all over, and I'm glad it's over, too.  Say, God's like that.  God is JUST LIKE THAT!  In Eph. 1:7 we read, "In Whom we have redemption through His Blood.”  What is that?  The forgiveness of sin.  How many of them?  All of them--‑all the sins of your entire life.  Now how can that be?  Because of the Cross!  God has already forgiven you, sinner, at the Cross, and complete forgiveness is made good to you the minute you believe it.  The very minute that you believe that God at the Cross forgave you everything of your entire life, forgiveness is yours!  Why should I be AFRAID of my sins when they are all FORGIVEN?  Why should I be AFRAID of God and of judgment?  He is not going to judge me.  The judgment is already PAST.  Jesus was judged in MY place.  My judgment was in Christ.  He paid the penalty.  God whipped Him, so He wouldn't have to whip me.  God judged Him so He wouldn't have to judge me, and now I'm not going to come into judgment for I have already passed out of death into life.

If Jesus has paid it all, why should I fear?  "That is yourself you are talking about.”  Yes, but it's for YOU, brother.  It's for YOU, sister.  It is for every one of you.  Forgiveness has al​ready been granted.  God has already forgiven you. You don't have to get on your knees and beg and beg and beg a reluctant God, an old, mean God, to forgive you. God is not like that.  That isn't the God of the Bible.  The God of the Bible has already forgiven you, friend.  He loves you, and all you've got to do is turn to Him, right now, and tell Him that from this moment on in your life, with all your heart you are going to love Him, and because He does love you, you are going to seek to serve Him.  It won't be your service that saves you.  It will be His own glorious love for you.  But because He does love you, you are going to seek to serve Him.  It won't be your trying to serve Him that saves you.  It will be because He loves you.  God is like that, and He will give you peace about your sins if you will only put your trust in Him right now as the One who shed His blood to FORGIVE you of your sins.

Now let's go back to our text "Be not fearing," Don't be afraid." Listen, if you have been sinning, and are afraid, Christian, try to realize what I have told you this morning.  God has already had mercy.  God has already had favor. God has already forgiven you at the Cross, and all you have to do is REST in that glorious fact.  The Christ of God's Promises will never, never fail us!  He says, "Fear not, for I am the first and the last.”  The One who did all this for me, says, "I'm first and I'm last."  That means that WHAT HE DID will be Eternal. It will never pass away.  I can count on Jesus forever and ever.  Then He says, “I am He that liveth”‑‑‑literally the Living One.  I can trust a Christ who died for me, "and is alive forevermore.”  Forevermore means, "unto the ages of the ages."  Jesus says, "Amen," Himself.  "I'm alive unto the ages of the ages.”  So, we won't have to fear Eternity. We have a SAVIOUR.  He died for our sins.  He rose again from the dead.  He is alive unto the ages of the ages, and whosoever believeth in Him shall not perish, but have everlasting life.

Do you remember the story of a little girl who was dying?  She was frightened.  She didn't want to die and leave her mother and her daddy.  She said, "Mommy, it's getting light!  It's getting light!  Jesus has come for me, Mamma!  Jesus has come for me!"  Then she was willing to go, and not only was she willing to go, because Jesus was there at death, but her mother was willing for her to go, and she committed her to the Saviour.  Commit your soul and body to Him, and "FEAR NOT," for time and Eternity!  Will you do it?

"Coming Home‑coming Home, 

Never more to roam, 

Open wide Thine arms of love, 

Lord, I'm, coming Home."
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