THE SIN OF INGRATITUDE
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Mark 5:19

May the Lord help us today to search our hearts and see if we are ungrateful to God for all He has done for us. Oh, how thankful we ought to be unto our God!

In Mark 5:19 our Lord said to a man whom He had healed, "Go home to thy friends, and tell them how great things the Lord hath done for thee, and hath had compassion on thee." This man was in a desperate condition, and the Lord healed him marvelously. Then Jesus told him to go home to his friends and tell them what Jesus had done for him.

Friend, today, if you have been saved and your sins have been forgiven, and you know you are a child of God, and you are on the way to heaven, and your inheritance is in heaven (as is true of every child of God), HOW CAN YOU FAIL to tell your friends what the Lord your God has done for you! What a sin, that we are so ungrateful to God, that we do not tell others about our Great and Wonderful God and what He has done for us!

You say, "Preacher, He hasn't done anything for me."

Is that right? Nothing at all?  He has just given you life, and given you every breath you breathe, the clothing on your back, given you health and protection and everything that you have enjoyed! Every good and perfect gift cometh from the FATHER ABOVE. Your LIFE itself! And yet you say God hasn't done anything for you, hasn't gone out of His way for you? Yes, friend, the Lord HAS been good to you! He has given you everything you have. And if you are SAVED today, HOW MUCH MORE should you praise God, and let others know about your great salvation. Oh, the SIN of INGRATITUDE!

One reason why so many people today do not praise God for His goodness to them is that they have had no experience with Him. Someone has said (facetiously) that the reason we don't have "Experience Meetings" anymore is that we are NOT HAVING ANY EXPERIENCES with God. In the old days, our fathers and mothers HAD experiences with God. They had something in their hearts. They told what God had done for them. But we don't hear that much anymore. No, we are too cold and austere, too dignified to tell it--‑if we have had anything done for us! Ingratitude unto God, oh, what a SIN it is!

In Luke 8:39 Christ says again, "Return unto thine own house and show what great things God hath done unto you." Not only TELL it, but also SHOW it, by your life, that GOD HAS DONE SOMETHING FOR YOU. Demonstrate it in your life.

Someone has said, "Christianity has failed."

Someone else has said, "It never has been tried."

Wherever Christianity has been TRIED, it NEVER has FAILED! We ought to TRY it before we pronounce it a failure. We should really try to live the life the LORD wants us to live. We CAN live in the power of the Holy Spirit. We can't do it in our own power. We can't do it while we are in sin. We can't do it while we are in a backslidden condition. We can't do it when we are living just like the world. But we can show, by our lives, what great things God has done for us. We can come out of the world and live the separated life, and then we will have an influence on those who are unsaved. They will want to come to the Lord Jesus. They will want the thing that you have. They will say, "What has happened to him!" Then you can tell what the Lord has done for you.

We read also in Matthew 8:4, "See thou tell no man, but go thy way and show thyself to the priest and offer a gift that Moses commanded for a testimony unto them." Now to this man, Jesus said, "Tell no one except the priest." Why did He say that? Because Jesus' ministry was in jeopardy at the time. Later He said to go and tell it. But there was a period in His life when hostility was great against the Lord Jesus Christ. At first He was very popular. But when He bean to teach the harder things, many of the people began to melt away. They did not mean business. They said, "These are hard sayings."

It is that way today. Among the great mass of church members, there is a core of them who mean business; but there is a great outer edge of them, the multitude, and the mixed‑multitude, who do not mean business. As it was in Jesus' day, so it is today.

So because of the hostility to Christ, He told this man to go only to the priest, as a testimony to My power to heal you. Tell the priest you have been healed, BY JESUS OF NAZARETH. Oh, friends, when a man today is healed from the leprosy of his soul, he ought to go and demonstrate that he has been made CLEAN, by Jesus Christ.

No longer is the Lord saying, "Tell no man." He is saying the opposite: "Tell everyone!"

And then you remember the passage in Luke 17:17 about our Blessed Lord cleansing ten lepers. He said, "Were there not ten cleansed? But where are the nine?" He found ten lepers, you remember, and He cleansed each of them. They went their way, rejoicing in their cleansing! But one man thought, and stopped, and went back and knelt, and THANKED the Lord Jesus for cleansing him from his leprosy, and glorified God. The other nine just took it for granted‑--like multitudes today‑--and went their way, and never THANKED GOD. Jesus was amazed at their ingratitude. He marveled at it. They were not found, to give glory to God, except this one and he was a Samaritan, whom the Jews, His own people, refused to recognize.

Friends, how much UNGRATEFULNESS is in OUR hearts today!

Let me ask you a question. How long has it been since you truly THANKED GOD for the food you eat? Some people sit down to three meals a day and never give thanks unto God.

I am reminded of a story I heard Harry Rimmer tell one time. He said he was sitting at a table with some scientific men. With Rimmer was a big cowboy Texan, an earnest Christian. When it came time to eat, the rest of the men weren't going to give thanks to God for their food. So Rimmer bowed his head and gave thanks, and so did the Texan.

One of the fellows across the table looked at them and said, "Say, what were you doing there?"

The Texan said, "I was giving thanks to God, for my food."

He said, "Does everything in Texas do like that?"

And the big old Texan looked him straight in the eyes and said, "No, we have some things in Texas that don't give thanks to God for their food. We call them hogs."

Well, you know what I am talking about, don't you. Oh, the ungratefulness of the human heart not to give thanks to God. I think that Christians ought to have a word of thanks at the table, even in public, for their food. Not for ostentation, but just to recognize GOD with a thankful heart, and not be ashamed of it.

I have a friend who one day bowed his head for a moment of thanks for his food, in a public restaurant, and later a man followed him out and said, "Man, I want you to help me. I am in a desperate condition. I have even thought about suicide. I didn't think anybody loved God, or loved anybody, anymore. When I saw you bow your head and give thanks to God publicly, I knew you were a man of God, and knew you could help me." My friend led that man to the Lord Jesus Christ! All because he had a godly testimony in a public place.

Ah, friends, the WORLD doesn't have time for God, or is ashamed to give thanks unto God. But we'd better not be ashamed! We'd BETTER be grateful!

Then, think about your clothing He gives to you. Do you PRAISE Him for it? Do you THANK Him when that check comes in to you every month? It would be very easy for it not to come in.

I was talking to a lady the other day in a store where I was purchasing something. She knew me, and she said, "Brother Hendley, I wish you'd pray for me. My husband has been laid off from work, and I have had to go to work, and try to hold things together. He is miserable in this condition. We don't know how long this will continue."

Friends, we don't know how long prosperity will be in America. AMERICA IS IN SIN! We are face to face with disaster. God is someday going to strip us down, that is dead sure. Do you thank God for the blessings you have? For the roof overhead? For the home you have? For your loved ones and friends? There are friendless people in this world. Do you thank God for that precious wife, or husband? Do you thank God for letting you have them for this time? They don't belong to you; they belong to God. God has just loaned them to you for a time. Someday He will remove them. Oh, when we look into the faces of those who have lost a loved one, are we grateful unto God for the loved ones we have? Friends, we ought to give thanks unto God for such love to us.

Then, in Luke 7 the Lord burns our hearts! (Verse 36.) Jesus was in the house of Simon the Pharisee, and he told this story. He said there was a certain creditor who had two debtors. The one owed five hundred pence and the other fifty. When they had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them both. Jesus said, "Which of them loved the creditor the most" And Simon said, "I suppose the one to whom he forgave the most." Jesus said, "Thou hast rightly judged." While they were sitting at meat, a poor, sinful woman had come in and knelt down at Jesus' feet, and she washed His feet with her tears and dried them with her hair, and then she began to kiss His feet. Simon said, "Surely this isn't the Son of GOD, for if He was, He wouldn't let this poor, unclean woman touch Him!" So Jesus told this parable of the creditor and the debtors, the one owing fifty and the other owing five hundred. Jesus said, "Simon when I entered thy house, THOU gavest me no water to wash my feet, but she hath washed my feet with her tears and wiped them with the hairs of her head. THOU gavest Me no kiss, but this woman, since the time I came in, hath not stopped kissing My feet. My Head with oil THOU didst not anoint, but this woman hath anointed my FEET with ointment. I say unto thee, her sins, which are many, are forgiven, for she hath loved much. To whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little."

Oh, what an amazing thing that is, friends! She loved Him so much that she came in, and bathed His feet with her tears, in APPRECIATION to Him for having cleansed her from her sin, and saving her from an awful Hell!

It is a wonderful thing to be SAVED, and it is an awful thing to be IN SIN, UNFORGIVEN. Oh, friend, Jesus can say to you, "Thy sins are forgiven thee." Will you let Him? Will you kneel right there, and say to Him, "LORD, I want to be saved. I want to go to Heaven. I want to be a child of God." Right now, what Jesus did for that woman, He can do for you. Will you go to the Lord Jesus and humble yourself in heart and soul and THANK Him, for already giving Himself for your sins? He will know your heart. He will know you trust Him! Say, "Lord, I take You now as my own Saviour." He will say, "Thy sins are forgiven thee." Will you do it?

PAGE  
5

