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Daniel 9

We are studying today about the prophecy about the Seventy Weeks, from Daniel in the ninth chapter. This is one of the most revealing passages in the Word of God. You will remember that Daniel lived during the time that Israel was captive in Babylon, a time called the Babylonian Captivity. Daniel had been studying his Bible; especially the Book of Jeremiah where God said Israel would be in the captivity for 70 years. The time was running out now and Daniel sought the Lord earnestly and prayed that God would make plain unto him the understanding of the great vision. God gave him the vision of the Seventy Weeks. In this vision the whole future of Israel is laid out, from Daniel's day right on down to the time when Jesus comes and the Millennium is introduced.

Now let us read verse 23, what the angel has to say. "At the beginning of thy supplication, the commandment came forth and I am come to show thee, for thou are greatly beloved; therefore, understand the matter and consider the vision." When Daniel first bent his knee to pray the angel was commanded to go to Daniel. "Understand the matter." Some people say, "We can't understand prophecy." Well, the angel Gabriel says that we can. “Understand the matter and consider the vision." We will never understand if we don't consider. If we don't come before God and don't seek to know the mind of God, of course we will never understand. God could have put coal on top of the ground instead of down inside it, but it didn't please God to do it. We have to dig for coal, and so it is with the Word of God. God could have made certain things in His Word very clear and plain and easily perceived, but He doesn't do it that way. We have to study. He has given us intellect to use. God made us capable of study. There are so many lazy minds in the world that never will study. It is people like that who say, "Oh, I wish I knew the Bible like so-and-so." Well, they could if they took time like so‑and‑so, and if they'd labor and study and dig into the Word. You CAN understand if you try. In fact, if you would put into Bible study just half the time you put into other things, and would be sincerely interested in the Word of God, you would understand it. This is a rebuke to us from God: "Consider the vision and understand the matter."

Now notice, Verse 24, "Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city." Upon "thy people." So this prophecy is to the Jews. The Jews are upon the front pages of the newspapers every day and people are wanting to know what their future is. That is what Daniel wanted to know, and God revealed it to him here. The holy city, of course, refers to Jerusalem. Even in the New Testament, Jesus called it the city of the great king. So Jerusalem, not Berlin or Tokyo or Rome or Washington or any other great city, but Jerusalem will be, during the Millennium, the greatest city of all the earth. It will be a world city cosmopolitan, THE cosmopolitan city, if you please, in that great day, for out of that great day Jesus Christ shall rule.

In this phrase, seventy weeks, the word "weeks" is the Hebrew word "heptad" and means literally “seven,” so seventy weeks means seventy‑sevens, as the chronology reveals to us in the exact fulfillment, the seventy weeks of years. Now 7 times 70 is 490 years. God says, "Daniel, there are 490 years determined upon your people and upon the holy city. Within these 490 years these things will take place. First of all, transgression shall be finished. There won't be any more transgression. Then the sin‑question will be completely settled also, to make reconciliation for iniquity. There's the Cross of the Lord Jesus. Messiah was to come and die and make reconciliation for the iniquity of the world and bring in everlasting righteousness. There is the Millennium. We are certainly not in the midst of righteousness today. Iniquity is abounding. Jesus Christ Himself said that toward the close of the age, because iniquity would abound, the love of many would wax cold. But God is going to bring in everlasting righteousness. There is coming a time when there will be nothing wrong done in any city on the face of the earth. Isn't that wonderful to anticipate. It will be just like Heaven when God gets through! He is going to make it that way. "To bring in everlasting righteousness."

"To seal up vision and prophecy."  That means there will be complete fulfillment of every prophecy uttered in the Word of God.

"And to anoint the most Holy." That evidently is the anointing of the Lord Jesus Christ during the Millennium, or the anointing of the Holy Place, the great Temple, the Holy of Holies, as written in Ezekiel. Jesus is going to rebuild the great Temple in Jerusalem and is going to set up the Millennial Temple. It is evident that this prophecy is not yet fulfilled. We are not in the Millennium. Everlasting righteousness has not come in as yet. Sins have not been finished. Prophecy has not yet been completely fulfilled. The Holy Place has not yet been anointed, or the Son of God, as He takes over the rulership of this world. So, this great prophecy applies to Israel. You will find Israel from Daniel's day right down to the time when Jesus comes and the introduction of the millennial period.

Now this 490 year‑period has a three​-fold division. First of all, He says, “Know therefore and understand:” Know therefore; Understand! Some people never study Daniel. They never study Revelation. They say we can't know. God's Word plainly says, KNOW. "Know therefore and understand that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and rebuild Jerusalem . . ." Now remember Daniel is in the Babylonian Captivity. Jerusalem has been destroyed. The walls have been torn down and there must be a commandment at the end of the 70‑year captivity for Jerusalem to be rebuilt. "Unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks and threescore and two weeks." Now the seven weeks is the 49-year period. Then the other weeks bring it up to 483 years. That leaves one week of years, or seven years, yet to be fulfilled.

Now let's see what happens. He says here in this great prophecy, "The street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times." Artaxerxes made the decree for the return of the Jews from Babylon to rebuild the walls of the city of Jerusalem, and 49 years from that day Artaxerxes made that decree, the walls of the city were rebuilt. The record is in the Book of Ezra and the Book of Nehemiah. And it is recorded that the walls were built in troublous times. Oh, the trouble those returning Jews had in rebuilding the walls of their sacred city after the 49 years had elapsed. That was prophecy literally fulfilled.

The next great event, He said, would be the coming of Messiah the Prince. After three score and two weeks Messiah would be cut off. He would die. From the rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem till the coming of Christ was exactly 483 years. Notice, that is seven years short of the 490). Now Messiah was cut off. He dies, not for Himself, but for the sins of the whole world. Let me say here that if Jesus was not the Messiah, there never will be one. Either this Book is not the Word of God, or Jesus is the Messiah, for He came according to this prophecy and died after that 483‑year period. Just exactly, I tell you, friends, you cannot study this Book without knowing that it is the Word of God. Men cannot predict. They cannot tell what is going to happen a week from now. The most astute minds cannot tell what the future holds. But God's Word does predict, and fulfilled predictions prove it to be the Word of the Living God. So we have just seen that Christ died, according to the prediction of Scripture.

Now remember that this prophecy refers to the Jews. That very day that Jesus died on the Cross, the Jewish clock stopped ticking. From that moment, for 2,000 years now, God has been calling out of the Gentiles (and also from the Jews) a people for His Name.

Now there is one "week" left. There is one seven‑year period left, and we believe it will be fulfilled very soon. Notice: "And the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood and unto the end of the war, desolations are determined. And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week." The "prince that shall come" refers to the Anti‑Christ. There is coining a great Man of Sin. The Jews will have gone back to the land of Palestine and there they will be looking for a strong man who will lead and defend them. They want a strong man. They believe America has repudiated her plans to help and the British have let them down completely. These Jews will be looking in vain all over the earth for a real friend. They are standing with their backs to the wall, so to speak, fighting for a Jewish state over there. Today there is talk of developing a Jewish state, whatever the allied nations may do. They are ripe and ready for some strong man to take charge. That is just what will happen. The Man of Sin, the Anti‑Christ, will soon appear.

Listen: "He shall confirm a covenant with them for one week." One week. Daniel's last week will soon be fulfilled. When will the Jewish clock start ticking again? It will begin to tick again when the Jewish people form a Jewish state in the Holy Land, which they have not had since the Dispersion 2,000 years ago under Titus, in A. D. 70. When they form their Jewish state, the Anti‑Christ will arise and confirm the covenant with the Jews there in the land of Palestine. The Jewish clock will start to tick when they sign that covenant with the Anti‑Christ. For seven years will come the Tribulation Period and the introduction to the Millennium, according to the prophecies of the Word of God. The Anti-Christ shall confirm the covenant with many for one week. One outstanding Jewish leader said, "We will receive as our Messiah any man who will help us out of our affliction and out of our difficulties." The Jews are ready. For lack of time we cannot say much about the Anti‑Christ. But God says there is going to step upon the scene the mightiest dictator this world has ever known. Hitler won't compare with him. Stalin won't compare with him. No man that has ever lived will compare with him. No other man in history can fulfill the description of the coming Man of Sin, the Anti-Christ, that man that will be against God and everything that is holy. He is going to confirm a covenant with the Jews, and nothing would conduce the Jews to make that covenant except extreme anguish and great tribulation. They will turn to this powerful man, not recognizing that he is the greatest scourge into whose hands they have ever fallen!

During the first three and a half years of the seven‑year period, he will rebuild the Temple in the city of Jerusalem and the old Levitical worship will take place in that city, as it did in the olden days. The Jewish people have never recognized the fact that JESUS CHRIST fulfilled all the types set forth in their old Levitical ceremonies. So, when they rebuild the Temple, they will re-patch the old veil. They hang it up again, separating the Holy Place from the Holy of Holies. They ignore the fact that this veil was rent in two when Jesus died on the Cross and gave the people access to God through His precious blood! They are blind in their unbelief. So they will return to the land and set up the old Levitical sacrifices.

"And in the midst of the week," right in the middle of it, after three and a half years, Anti‑Christ shall suddenly turn and "cause the sacrifice and the obligation to cease." He will rip off his disguise and reveal himself as the Anti-Christ, the Man of Sin! And from that moment on, for the last three and a half years or till Jesus comes to destroy him, that man will be the scourge of the whole world! He will be the most wicked being this world has ever known. Yet the whole world will worship him. He will be energized by Satan. Hell will break loose on this earth. He will destroy every trace of religious worship he can find. People will lose their lives. He will cause his mark to be in their hands or forehead. He will OWN men, he will rule them. He will get what Hitler tried to get but God wouldn't let him have. God is going to permit this world to fall into the hands of the Anti‑Christ. Why? Because iniquity is deepening! Men are turning from God by the thousands and tens of thousands. There is very little true Christianity in the world today! The masses have ignored God and have gone the ways of sin and the flesh and the devil. So God is going to hand them over to the devil's men for the last three and a half years.

How will that end? It will end with the return of the Lord Jesus Christ, who will destroy him with the BRIGHTNESS OF HIS COMING and with the BREATH OF HIS LIPS, as it is written in II Thess. 2. In the midst of their awful anguish, the Jewish people will be​lieve and cry out unto Jesus, their Mes​siah, and He will turn to them, and a nation shall be born in a day. Christ will blot out all unrighteousness and bring in everlasting righteousness over the face of the earth. That is the future of Is​rael! Think about seeing all this come to a head before our very eyes!

No one knows just when Christ is coming. But I know one thing: there is nothing to hinder the Lord Jesus Christ coming for His Church. For re​member that before Anti‑Christ rises, every believer of Christ shall be caught up, before the Tribulation Period, out of that awful time on earth, CAUGHT UP TO MEET THE LORD IN THE AIR. I want to be in the rapture of the church, don't you? I don't want to be left behind for the great Tribulation period, and you don't either. Then bow your head and accept Christ, give up all known sin and trust the Lord and live for Him. Will you do it?

(This sermon was preached before the formation of the State of Israel).
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