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Psalm 1

For our meditation in the Word of God today, let us turn to the first Psalm. God has given us a picture here of the saved and the unsaved man. He describes the man who is a Christian and the man who is not a Christian. God tells us about the life that is blessed and the life that is not blessed. Let us read the passage now and then we will consider what God has said.

“Blessed is the man who walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. But his delight is in the law of he Lord; and in His law doth he meditate day and night. And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.”

“The ungodly are not so: but are like the chaff which the wind driveth away. Therefore the ungodly shall not stand, in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous. For the Lord knoweth the way of the righteous; but the way of the ungodly shall perish.”

I don't see how anyone can miss the lesson of this Psalm. For those who want the facts, and are willing to face the facts, here is a mirror of the true condition of human hearts.

THE UNGODLY MAN

I want to call your attention, first to the condition of a man who isn't a Christian, who isn't a child of God, who hasn't given God and Christ, and the Holy Spirit and the Bible and prayer proper place in his life. God calls them “the ungodly” in this Psalm. That simply means that they do not have God. They have nothing to do with God; God has nothing to do with them. They just ignore and refuse God's Word. They have no time for Him. They just go on in their careless, worldly way. That is what “ungodly” means. It does not necessarily mean that he is a vile sinner, wallowing in the muck and mud of vile sin. An ungodly person just shuts God out of his life. Un‑Godly.

Now there are four things we read about such a person.

Worthless to God

God says that the ungodly man is like the chaff, which the wind driveth away. Chaff is not good. It isn't worth anything. I was in the vast grain fields of Iowa not so long ago at the time of harvest, and they showed me how they threshed the wheat and how the chaff was blown away. I thought of this passage of Scripture. Men, useless like chaff! No good to God!

The man that shuts God out of his life is like that. Oh, I want to be worth something to God, don't you? It is wonderful to know that you can be worth something to God. The first step is to get into fellowship with Him by being cleansed from your sins, accepting Jesus Christ as your personal Saviour and Lord, Who alone can make you acceptable in God's sight. Then you can begin to serve Him, to learn His will for your life, to work for the accomplishment of God's purpose on earth. Only the real Christian, the believer in Christ, can be worth anything to God.

There is a wonderful passage in Malachi where God speaks of those who serve Him in this present life. In the great judgment, He will save them, as a father saveth his son that serveth him! God will take care of His servant like a father would take care of a son that served him well.

But the unsaved man is not in this class. He is worthless to God.

Unforgiven

The second thing about the ungodly man is that he is unforgiven. He will not stand, in the judgment. Sometimes that verse is read meaning that they will not be there at the judgment: They WILL BE THERE but they will not be able to STAND. They will have no say. They will not be able to stand up for their rights. They won't have any rights! To come through that judgment, one has to have Christ! The ungodly will not stand on that day. They will have no way to appeal to the judge. Why? They sinned away their day of opportunity to be saved. They kept on refusing Christ's salvation. They died, still in their sins, still under condemnation, still not reconciled to God through Christ Jesus. They WAITED TOO LATE and now they are hopelessly, eternally lost. The books in Heaven have the record of their lives. It is written against them--‑their thoughts, their actions, their rejection of HIM. The greatest tragedy in heaven or on earth is that a man will wait too late to accept Christ, and die, and then find out that HIS NAME is NOT IN THE BOOK OF LIFE! Nothing is left but judgment.

Separated from God Forever

The ungodly shall be separated from God forever. He will be separated from Christ, separated from Christians. Friends, this hour is coming. And SINNERS will not stand in the congregation of the RIGHTEOUS. There they will be divided, separated. In this present life, an unsaved man may have a Christian wife. That unsaved man and the saved wife live together in that close relationship. Yet God says there is coming a day when they will have to be separated. And it will be an eternal separation. You may be working side by side with someone everyday, someone you know well, someone you love. But unless you both are Christians, you will be separated at the Day of Judgment. God says that UNSAVED people cannot stand in the congregation of the righteous. They will have to go to their own place, while God's people will spend a glad eternity with Him. Oh, friends, I want to be with God, don't you? I want to be on the side with God's people when I come to Journey's End! The only thing that will matter on that day will be to be found IN CHRIST.

Shall Perish

The ungodly man will be bankrupt for all eternity. He will have nothing.  He will have no way to stand on that great day. He will be consigned to abject misery. The way of the un​godly shall perish. The end of the ungodly is DEATH. But for the Christian, the way grows brighter and sweeter as he journeys through life with God, and the end of his way is Life Everlasting! He will enter into the Blessedness of Eternity with Christ while the unsaved enters into an existence of bitterness, remorse, despair, and damnation forever. The ungodly will be separated from Christian loved ones. He will be doomed. He will enter into deeper darkness, deeper misery, deeper woe, eternally without hope of ever seeing God and Christ and his Christian loved ones. When one leaves this earthly life, the destiny is fixed. There is no way back! There is no second chance! These are solemn truths, friends. God in His love has told us, He has told us plainly, what to do to be saved. I am speaking this warning as tenderly and as kindly as I know how, because I want you to THINK, TO REALIZE GOD'S WORD TO YOU, AND TO PUT YOUR TRUST IN CHRIST. In your heart, just where you are, put your eternal trust in Him. Turn to Him. Ask Him to put your sins under the blood of Christ. Tomorrow may be too late.

A sailor boy one day was walking down the street and he turned into a mission. As he left the service, someone at the door handed him a little card, and on this card were these words: “If I should die tonight, I would go to __.”  The blank was to be filled in. He stuck it in his pocket and thought no more about it. A few days later aboard ship he fell and broke his leg. He had to stay in bed, of course, a long while, with that leg in splints so that it could heal. While he was lying there he had time to think. One day he was going through his pockets and came across this little card. He looked at it. He re‑read it. (Friends, I have always said that I could lead any man to Christ if he would really think!) The sailor boy thought, "Suppose I SHOULD die tonight. Where would I go?" He knew he was a sinner in the sight of God. "I'd go to Hell," he said. "I'd have to write in the word HELL. But I want to go to Heaven." Just thinking it through, he realized that Christ, the Son of God, was the only Way. And right there, in the sudden terror of the realization of Hell, he bowed his head before God and asked Him to forgive him of his sins. He took Christ as his personal Saviour from that moment on. God saved him, and the joy of salvation filled his heart. He wrote in the blank space, “Heaven.” Friends, you must come to the same decision. You must realize that without Christ, it will be HELL for you! If you shut God out of your life, it will be HELL for you, separation from GOD AND Christian loved ones.

The GODLY MAN

But, oh, the man who allows God to come into his life! The man who trusts God! The man who gives God the proper place! The man who has confessed his sins and has trusted the blood of Jesus Christ for the remission of his sins! Notice five things about the godly man.

He Lives Right

First, he lives right. He walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. He has no desire for the things that the ungodly do. He doesn't revel in their companionship. He doesn't do the things that sinners do. The godly man loves the Lord and wants to live pleasing to Him.

He Loves God's Word

His delight is in the law of the Lord! And in His law doth he meditate day and night. He really reads it and studies it that he might please God and follow His commandments.

He Bears Spiritual Fruit

He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water that bringeth forth his fruit in his season. Isn't that a wonderful thing? His leaf also shall not wither and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. A wonderful statement. With God's blessing upon him, with God looking after him, whatever he does prospers. Eternal, perennial prosperity is guaranteed to the man who puts God in His rightful place. With God in His rightful place, that man will live right, love the Word, bear spiritual fruit, and prosper. His leaf will not dry up and blow away. No man will get away from God if he stays in His Word day and night. You can't be a true servant of God and backslide at the same time. To get away from God, you will have to stop praying, stop reading your Bible, stop loving God. But if you are already a backslider, the way back to God is to start doing the things you used to do for God. If I am speaking to someone who has drifted from God, whose leaf has withered, whereas it was once green, who hasn't continued with God like the blessed man in this Psalm, listen to me: the thing for you to do is to get back to God. Get back to living right. Make up your mind to do it, from this moment on. Now get back in God's Word and begin serving the Lord again! You will begin to bear fruit and the result will be a wonderful peace in your heart!

God Cares For Him

Now the godly man is cared for by the Lord. He guarantees to bring us safely Home. We read here of the “congregation of the righteous.” You know what it means to congregate. It means to gather together. Oh, the righteous, of ALL the ages shall gather together with God in eternity! I am looking forward to that! What a day it is going to be! What a day! We will see Isaiah. We will see Jeremiah. We will see Moses. We will see the Apostle Paul. We will see all the other saints of God, many of them martyrs for His Name's sake, many of them thrown to the lions or burned at the stake. Oh, the congregation of the righteous!

The Lord Knoweth the Way

The Lord, we read, knoweth the way of the righteous. The Lord is watching over the godly day and night. He cares. It is a precious, warm, comforting thing to know the Arm of the Lord is about you, that He is looking after you. The Lord KNOWETH. He knows intimately--‑for He is in it, with them! He is there by their side, moment by moment. To me it is wonderful to know that God cares for me. And He cares for every other soul that wants to walk in the light of His Countenance, in the smile of His Face. Friends, at Journey's End, we will join the congregation of the righteous of all the ages and be with the Lord forever. Oh, it is wonderful to be saved!

Dr. Sewell, an old Methodist minister, when dying, shouted aloud the praises of God. His friends were alarmed and said, “Dr. Sewell, do not exert yourself. Whisper, Doctor, whisper.” But the old man said, “Let angels whisper, but let my soul, cleansed by the Blood of Christ, redeemed from death and hell, just on the threshold of eternal glory, SHOUT WITH A VOICE THAT WOULD REACH FROM POLE TO POLE, VICTORY, VICTORY! THROUGH THE BLOOD OF THE LAMB!” So that dear saint went to be with the Lord. Thus he joined the congregation of the righteous.

But friends, there is coming a Day of Separation. On which side will you be? When you draw your last breath, will you go to join the congregation of the righteous? Or will you go to be among the condemned, terrified souls who have let their day of grace go by without accepting the Lord Jesus to save them? God is OFFERING YOU salvation now. He is offering you all that He has, through His Son, Jesus Christ. If you'll bow your head and call upon the Lord for the forgiveness of your sins and take Christ as your Saviour, you will be saved. God will record that in Heaven. God will see to it that because you have accepted Christ, you will be on His side on that great Separation Day. Then live for Him! 

Read that Blessed Book. Begin to pray! Walk the Christian way. Will you do it?
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