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Hebrews 13:7-8

Let us turn together to Hebrews, Chapter 13, and verses 7 and 8. "Remember them that have the rule over you, men that spake unto you the Word of God, and consider the issue of their life; imitate their faith.” That is a wonderful statement, friends There are people in this world whom we are to imitate--‑people who live close to God. I am thinking now of one of the most Godly men I have ever known. He is a man who studies the Bible, one of the deepest, most spiritual men in the country in my estimation. And he said, "The greatest influence I had was my Dad. He was a godly minister. He lived to be nearly one hundred years old. 

In his life I cannot remember the least dishonorable or unchristian act and his end was perfect quiet and peace." Friends, consider the issue of the life of Godly people who are round about us today! This same man said, "The second man who had a great influence on me was Dr. R. A. Torrey, the famous evangelist. One day he was praying with me and for me, and I was so greatly moved that I looked up and I saw tears in his eyes. When I remember that man, in his manner of life, and the glorious end of his life, my heart is filled with a peculiar tenderness. It is said of Torrey, who was a man of prayer, that when he came to his last hour, he requested everyone to leave the room, that he might spend his last hour with God."

This deep, spiritual man continued, "The third man who had a great influence on my life was D. L. Moody. Just before he died, he held a series of meetings in Chicago. I heard him preach one day on Elisha receiving Elijah's mantle. You could almost see that mantle coming down as Elijah went up, and Elisha receiving it and going forth in the power and strength of that prophet. Mr. Moody went from Chicago to Kansas City, where he was stricken down, and then to Northfield, where he went to be with the Lord. And when he died, he said, "Heaven is opened, and God is calling me!"

So friends, this Scripture means that we are to imitate the wonderful men of God, imitate their faith that it might bring us to the same end.

Then verse 8. "Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, today and forever."  Let us meditate on this truth. "Yester​day" means the pre‑advent of Christ.  Before He came into this world, through the virgin‑girl, HE WAS GOD from way back in Eternity. He flung this very universe into being by His solemn WORD. He spoke, and the whole creation came into being.  He was the unchanging GOD before He came to this earth in the form of human flesh. This same Jesus you and I know has always been the same.  No wonder the angels adore Him! No wonder He is the beloved One in Heaven! No wonder He is the delight of His Father's heart. No wonder they worship Him there and adore Him. He was the same in creation. He was the same in all the Old Testament history. You pick up the Bible and read of the appearances of the Lord Jesus back there, before He became man. He would come down many times and reveal Himself to mankind. He appeared many times as the "angel of the Lord." He's just the same Jesus. He hasn't changed. "Jesus Christ, the SAME, YESTERDAY . . ."

"Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, and TODAY." That is the advent testimony. The Lord Jesus was the same when He came down to this earth. Jesus came down and WALKED AMONG MEN‑--GOD HIMSELF in human flesh! What a tremendous influence He has had on all our lives. How glorious to see God walking up and down among men. Men never saw any deviation in Him. He was always the same. He always said the right thing. He always did the right thing. He always was compassionate and loving and kindly. When He was reviled, He reviled not again but committed Himself unto Him that judgeth righteously. Jesus never deviated. His character was always perfect. Men could depend on Jesus. That's why sinners came to Him, fell on their faces unashamed. They knew they had in Him a FRIEND. They knew He would lift them up and forgive them and set them on their way again.

"Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, today, AND FOREVER." After He left this world and went back up into Glory, Jesus has been the same. He'll be the same in His Second Advent, when He comes in the clouds of heaven. When He comes, He will have to put away everything that causes man and God pain, everything that hurts, everything that is not good. He will be the same Jesus. He will be that same Jesus eternally.

In the following things Jesus does not change. First, He will never change in His HATRED FOR SIN. Did you get that? We ought to search our hearts today, friends. I read Romans 1, the other night in our devotions. I had just returned from a revival campaign and we gathered the family together for our time of devotions and I read from Roman 1 about those who, God says, are worthy of death. And among those are "whisperers,” "gossipers,” people who defile other people's names. And my son spoke up and said, "Dad, you mean people are going to Hell for that?" I said, "Son, what does it say?" "They that practice such things are worthy of DEATH." Oh, the people who are back‑biters! We think of murderers as being worthy of death. Friends, we ought to check through this Scripture in Romans 1 and see if we are doing any of those things that God says are worthy of death. JESUS HATES SIN. It is written in Hebrews of Him, “Thou lovest righteousness and hatest iniquity.”

Then, Jesus never changes in His LOVE FOR SOULS. All His enemies could find to say about Him was, "This man receiveth sinners and eateth with them!" Jesus LOVED sinners. He came to break the shackles of sin and set the captive free.

Then He has never changed in His DELIGHT TO FELLOWSHIP WITH THOSE WHO LOVE HIM. He is not ashamed to call us "brethren." Truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son. Today He delights in the fellowship of those who love Him, even as He delighted in the fellowship of John who leaned on His breast in the days of His first advent.

Jesus has not changed in His DE​NUNCIATION OF HYPOCRISY. In Matthew 23 are the most terrible words Jesus ever spoke. He pronounced woe on the scribes, Pharisees, hypocrites.  The biting criticism He spoke against those who PROFESS and do not seek to live the Godly, earnest life! "WOE BE UNTO YOU!" He said, "You are like TOMBS, whitewashed on the outside, but inside full of DEAD MEN'S BONES." There wasn't any smile on Jesus' Face when He denounced their hypocrisy! Jesus hasn't changed a bit. He is just the same today.

The Lord hasn't changed in HIS LOVE FOR LOST SOULS. My heart is always moved when I read these words from Luke 19, "Jesus drew nigh and saw the city, and wept over it, saying, If thou hadest known in this day the things which belong unto thy peace, but now are hid from thine eyes! The day shall come when thine enemies shall cast up a bank about thee, compass thee around, and keep thee in on every side, and shall lay thee to the ground and thy children within thee one stone upon another, BECAUSE THOU KNEWEST NOT THE TIME OF THY VISITATION!" You wouldn't know that I have come to SAVE you. You have turned your back on Me. The time is coming in which you will be destroyed, even the little ones taken from your arms, dashed from you, all because you have REJECTED ME.” Oh, friends, Jesus is the same. He is still weeping over souls. So many are lost and still rejecting Him. They are headed for Hell. He wants to keep them back, but they will not heed. Today how we ought to thank God that we have accepted Him and that we know Him as our Saviour and Lord. Thank God for the Lord Jesus Christ. Thank Him for THE GLORIOUS SAVIOUR, THE SAME YESTERDAY AND FOREVER.

Let me ask you a question. Have you accepted Jesus as your Saviour?  He'll never change! Someday He will come with His Face as a flame of fire! He is coming to rule out of this world everything that is displeasing.  The SIGNS are evident NOW that His soon coming is AT HAND! THIS world cannot go on much longer as it has been going. Everyone senses some tremendous thing in the air. THE LORD JESUS CHRIST IS COMING BACK. Just ahead are the JUDG​MENT DAY, CRASHING WORLDS ON FIRE, DESTRUCTION, THE UNGOD​LY CRYING OUT FOR THE ROCKS AND MOUNTAINS TO FALL ON THEM TO HIDE THEM FROM THE WRATH OF THE LAMB, THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. Then, Jesus will GATHER HIS OWN TO BE WITH HIM. Get on the Lord's side today.

Be on the right side lest He come at any time. Accept Him today and live for Him! Will you do it?
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