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We have found out in studying Romans that "the righteousness" of God means God declaring man as righteous as He is, if that man has faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. We learn that from Romans 1:16 and 17. This theme runs through the entire book. Paul, in Romans 1:17, was banking everything upon that statement from Habakkuk, "The just shall live by faith." Or, "The righteous shall live by faith." And righteous means right in the sight of God. Any man can be declared right in God's sight. How? By simply putting his faith in Jesus. Anybody can do this. So only through faith in Him can God declare him righteous.

Now Romans 3:21‑28. Martin Luther said this was the key‑passage of the entire Word of God. "But now, apart from the law, the righteousness of God is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets, even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe. For there is no difference, no distinction; for all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God; Being justified freely by His grace, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, Whom God sent forth to be a propitiation through faith in His Blood."

Now that is an involved sentence, and we will break it up in order to understand it better. Remember what goes before this passage. The man who has faith in Christ is righteous; the man who does not have faith in Christ is not righteous. In chapter one, Paul presents to us the condemnation upon SIN! My, the catalogue of sins he mentions there. In chapter three, he sums up the whole world as condemned and under sin. Now he does it in order to present the contrast of God's glorious salvation. He doesn't do it in order just to condemn us, but in order that we will WANT His salvation. Now having told us we are condemned, he says, "But now, apart from the law, apart from any good works that we may do, the righteousness of God has been manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets." Righteousness, let me repeat, is God DECLARING THE SINNER RIGHTEOUS, when that sinner PUTS HIS FAITH IN HIM. That is the whole Gospel in one sentence.

Now Paul says that this “righteousness,” which is such good news to us, is manifested in the law and the prophets. He tells us that we can find the truth of SALVATION BY FAITH even in the Law. Never in the Bible are we told that men were SAVED BY KEEPING THE LAW. That is not in the Bible. From the beginning to the end, throughout the entire Book is the BLOODSTREAM. From Abel's sacrifice and smoking altars at Eden's gates right on through to the Holy City in which the redeemed of the ages will sing praise to the Lamb Who hath bought them by His BLOOD! All the way through, God has been saving people in no other way but THROUGH BLOOD, the Blood of the Lord Jesus and FAITH in that Blood. 

The Old Testament men of faith looked forward to the Cross; since New Testament times, men have looked back to the Cross. So the Plan of Salvation was witnessed by the Law and the Prophets. Those men of old knew that righteousness was OF GOD. Isaiah 53 is a tremendous chapter about the Lord Jesus Christ. Psalm 22 is another. The teaching of the Tabernacle and the sacrifices and types all referred to Christ and the fact that God saved men only through FAITH IN CHRIST.

This righteousness of God is BY FAITH. You say, "Preacher, we have already learned that in Romans 1:17." Friends, HAVE YOU learned it? HAVE you learned it? Constantly we need to be reminded of it. The constant realization of it is what brings us daily peace and joy, as we rest upon these foundational truths. So it is good for us to keep looking at that truth that salvation, is by FAITH IN JESUS PLUS NOTHING ELSE.

This righteousness reaches every believer. So if YOU have faith in Jesus, believing He settled your sins on the Cross 2,000 years ago, then the righteousness of God IS UPON YOU. You are DECLARED RIGHTEOUS BY GOD. YOU are not a sinner anymore in God's eyes. Your sins have been put to Jesus' account and you are Christ's. You are in Christ Jesus. God sees Him in your place!

So we learn it is by FAITH. Paul knew one of the great secrets of teaching. Reiteration. Repetition. So Paul just re‑states these truths until we are constantly reminded of them. Christians are so prone to forget, and have a tendency to think their good works HELP to save them. But God says it is not anything we DO, but simple FAITH in Jesus that saves us. It is this FAITH God looks at when He declares us righteous!

So we read, "All have sinned and come short of the glory of God." (Rom. 3:23.) "Being justified freely by His grace." The Greek word for JUSTIFIED is never used in any sense but that which means to be TREATED RIGHTEOUS. It does not mean we are MADE righteous. No man has been MADE righteous. No man is perfect. But God DECLARES us righteous. God TREATS US as though we ARE RIGHTEOUS, if we have faith in Jesus. The minute you come to Jesus IN FAITH God declares you righteous. Now God is the Judge. He is the One who opens and shuts the Gate of Heaven. He is the One who has the right to say who goes in and who stays out. This righteousness is the GIFT of God.

It is possible because of the price Jesus paid for us to have it. "We are justified freely by His grace THROUGH THE REDEMPTION THAT IS IN CHRIST JESUS." Redemption! The word REDEMPTION means “to redeem, or to deliver out from bondage, by the payment of a PRICE.” We were in bondage to the wrath of God. We were in bondage to the consequences of our sin. But Jesus BOUGHT us out from that bondage by PAYING A PRICE. We were in the slave market.

Jesus PURCHASED us. Now we are FREE. Do you see the picture? In olden days a group of slaves would be dragg​ed to the auction block. They would stand waiting for the slave‑owners to bid. The owners would buy these slaves. What for? To enslave them all the more, perhaps. To put them to work under the lash. But, sometimes there were good slave owners, and they would buy slaves and set them free. "You may go free," they would say, and those slaves were free men. Jesus bought us our freedom! He set us free from Hell, from the con​demnation rightfully ours, from the punishment and consequences of our sins. The PRICE Jesus had to pay was HIS OWN BLOOD. It cost us nothing. It cost Him His own Blood.

One time a preacher was talking to a group of miners. He was trying to make this truth plain to them. He said, "Now you fellows came up the shaft, didn't you?" They said, "Yes." He said, "What did it cost you?" They said, "It didn't cost us anything. We just rode up." The preacher said, "Yes. But it cost the company plenty, didn't it, to sink that shaft?" He said, "Salvation does not COST YOU anything. You just receive it by faith in Christ. BUT IT COST GOD PLENTY."

That's why this is so important to God. COST HIM EVERYTHING HE HAD! God, of His own will, paid the price for us to come to heaven. When we accept His salvation, WE BELONG TO HIM. I love that song, "Now I be​long to Jesus, Jesus belongs to me; not for the years of time alone, but for eternity."

When we ACCEPT His wonderful Gift, the least we can do for Him is to love Him and serve Him to the best of our ability, for the rest of our life.

I used to think, before I studied the Bible, that Jesus died for us to save us from God Who was angry with us and hated us. At that time, I had just learned about Jesus. People didn't tell me how GOOD God was. But we learn from this passage that it was God who planned salvation for us, and sent Jesus to die. It was God who sent us the Scriptures. It was God who planned it, and the Son willingly acquiesced and laid down His life in submission to the Father's will. God's BIG HEART PLAN​NED IT ALL.

This Plan of God is a complete satis​faction to Him. God sent forth Jesus to be propitiation. This word PROPITIA​TION means "complete satisfaction." Jesus Christ on the Cross satisfied God's justice. He satisfied the devil's con​demnation. No longer can the devil point at you and say, "That man deserves Hell for he is a sinner." Now you can say, "The wages of sin is DEATH, but CHRIST DIED FOR ME," obliterating the condemnation of the devil. He also satisfied God's broken Law.

Friends, you remember that inside the Ark of God were the broken tables of the Law, representing man's sin, but over the Ark, and covering the Ark, was the MERCY‑SEAT, SPRINK​LED WITH BLOOD, hiding from the eyes of God the broken law, condemning man as a sinner.

Now, in our case, it is the BLOOD OF JESUS THAT HIDES FROM GOD the fact that we have broken His Law! The BLOOD PROTECTS US, THE BLOOD COVERS US.

Friend, if you have never come to the Lord to accept HIS RIGHTEOUS​NESS, I pray you'll do it right now. Simply put your faith in the Lord Jesus. God will declare you righteous. God will see your faith in Him and save you for Eternity. Will you do it?
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