THE REVIVAL GOD IS GOING TO GIVE

Jesse M. Hendley

Zechariah 10:1

There seems to be from the Word of God a prediction of great revival, before the final wind‑up. There will be a great revival in the church of the Lord Jesus Christ. In Zechariah 10:1, God tells us something we are to pray for. "Ask ye of the Lord RAIN, in the time of the latter rain. So the Lord shall make bright clouds, and give them showers of rain, to every one grass in the field." God says to ask for rain in the time of the latter rain. Oh, how we need it today! We are to ask for showers of blessing to come down upon us. God is not speaking of literal rain; He is speaking of revival. He is talking about the showers of blessing we read about in the prophecy of Ezekiel, the time when the SPIRIT OF GOD sweeps over the land and souls come to the LORD, and the Lord's Presence becomes so very real, and people are convicted of sin, and fall on their faces, and give up their sins and walk with the Lord. The fear of the Lord comes back into the hearts of the people; Bible reading becomes popular; people turn away from the things of sin and come back to God and prayer; family altars are again set up; prayer‑rooms are again in use, as the sacred place of holy prayer, with the shut door, a place to call upon God!  

Thousands and thousands of people today who profess to be Christians never pray, never testify for the Lord Jesus Christ, never try to win souls to Him, never give any money to help carry on the work of the Lord. Yes, thousands of Christians are not right with God. Oh, how we need revival today! We need a sweeping over our land by the Lord. But there is a time coming when men shall WANT to come to God, they will be SEEKING God. It won't require pleading with them to accept Christ and walk with God.

We need a revival today. We all know it. And God wants to give it. He will, if we come to Him in holy prayer. How many souls are withered, and drooping, and faded, and dried up! A real reviving is needed! How many have left their first love, how many one time loved the House of God but now have neglected it? In the old days many a Christian I know spent whole days in the House of God, praying. They would win souls to Christ, witness for Him, were eager and zealous to tell others about Him and His redeeming salvation. But, oh, they have let the fires die down on the altars of the heart! How much jealousy there is among the people of God today, how much competition between churches, instead of coming together in love toward one another, seeking the lost. We need a revival!

It is going to take prayer, effective, fervent, earnest prayer, if we have the blessing of God poured out upon us. You know, in Revelation 5 we read of the prayers of the saints. "And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and four and twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, having every one of them harps, and golden vials full of odours, which are the prayers of the saints." This refers to the prayers of God's people. The bowls are filled with the prayers of the saints. God is gathering up our prayers, to be known over on the other side. Friends, is there any prayer going up from you today? Have you been praying and crying to God in these days of apostasy, in these days of spiritual coldness and lukewarmness, in these days when our Lord is sick from the way we have mistreated Him with lukewarmness and apathy? God help us! May we realize our need of PRAYER for REVIVAL.

In Revelation 8 we read, "And another angel stood at the altar, having a golden censer; and there was given unto him much incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne. And the smoke of the incense, which came with the prayers of the saints, ascended up before God out of the angel's hand." There is the picture of an angel of God, with a censer, and the prayers of God's people. I want to say to you today, with all my heart, that the only hope of this nation, are the men and women of God who PRAY! PRAYING PEOPLE OF THIS NATION ARE OUR ONLY HOPE. The praying people of the world are the hope of the world! We all should be praying to God for the "latter rain,” the coming of the Holy Spirit, upon the church of the Lord Jesus. The last outpouring of the Holy Spirit, that we may arise from spiritual lethargy, to pray, to read the Bible, to win souls to the Lord, to engage in the work of the Lord, to send missionaries to evangelize the world. God wants to give revival, He promises to answer prayer. Not a single promise has been retracted. He has not gone out of the SAVING business. He is still on the Throne! 

"My Arm is not heavy, that it cannot reach down there and save," God says, "nor is My Ear heavy, that it cannot hear." Iniquities have separated you from God. Because of your SIN, He has hid His Face from you. If you regard iniquity in your heart, the Lord will not hear you. Over my prayer‑list, I have this passage of Scripture: "If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me." And as I go to God in holy prayer from day to day, that passage stares me in the face. To regard iniquity in the heart as you pray, is to waste time! The Lord will not hear! God help us then to get clean and really pray to be righteous men and women. The prayers of ONE righteous person availeth much, God says. ONE righteous man! ONE righteous woman! 

Such praying people, giving themselves to holy prayer coming out from the world, surrendering themselves unto the Lord, availeth MUCH. Such praying will mean that God will give the latter rain. May the church of Christ arise, and do the job He has given them to do. We need a revival! God will give it if we pay the price.

Not only upon the Church, but upon Israel is to be poured out the spirit of grace and supplication. Zechariah 12:10, "I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and supplication." There is coming a time when they will look upon Jesus. And before that time, the Lord is going to pour out upon Israel the spirit of grace and supplication. Israel is going back to the Holy Land, but not right with God. In Ezekiel 37 God shows the prophet a great valley filled with dry bones. God says, "Can these bones live?" Ezekiel answers, "O Lord God, Thou knowest." And God says, "Prophesy unto these dry bones." And Ezekiel tells the dry bones the word of the Lord, "Thus saith the Lord God unto these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter into you and ye shall live." This speaks of Israel, the revival of Israel, the time when God will pour out His Spirit upon His people. "I will cause you to come up out of the graves and bring you into the land of Israel." Here is the future return, in spiritual revival. "Ye shall know that I am the Lord when I have opened your graves, O my people, and shall put My Spirit in you, and ye shall live, and I shall place you in your own land. Then shall ye know that I the Lord hath spoken it and performed it, saith the Lord." UPON ISRAEL will He pour out His Holy Spirit.

And then, upon all lost humanity will the Spirit of the Lord come. In Joel 2:28 we read, "And it shall come to pass that I will pour out My Spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and daughters shall prophesy; your old men shall dream dreams your young men shall see visions; and also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out MY SPIRIT. I will show wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood and fire, pillars of smoke. The sun shall be turned into darkness, the moon into blood, before the great and terrible day of the Lord come. And it shall come to pass that whosoever shall call upon the Name of the Lord shall be delivered." God will pour out His Spirit upon ALL flesh. Think about the multitudes today going on without God, with no attention to the Bible, the church, to faithful preachers of the Word, going on to certain death and awful Hell! We NEED A REVIVAL.

Friends, I want to be among those who bring it to pass! I want to be among those who kneel in His Presence, pleading for revival, pleading for His Spirit to come in great power, that multitudes of souls may be saved in these latter days. Will you be among the few who will pay the price? Will you be among the few who day by day go to God in holy prayer, give up sin, pleading with God for a great revival? Will you do it? Will you do it?
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