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THE REST of the People of God in America’s Most Dangerous Moment





In Psalm  37 we read these words: “Rest in the Lord and wait patiently for Him.” 	REST in the Lord.  REST, in a troubled world?  REST, in a world of fear?  For this IS a world of fear.  A pastor in Norfolk, Virginia was telling me of some of his men who work there in the largest naval base in the world, and every one of the United States vessels that go out from there are now going out with nuclear weapons! It is a solemn thing when you hear a man of knowledge like Mr. "Nelson Rockefeller say that we have no RETALIATORY missiles that can reach Russian cities with any degree of accuracy that we can depend on.  In spite of all that is being said about America not being in danger, I don't know how anyone could say that America is not in danger at this present moment, Naturally, the leaders of our nation try to keep people from being alarmed, I am not accusing them of false statements by any means, but they are trying to keep people calm.  The fact remains that we are living in a dangerous moment. Just recently the President of the United States gathered together with the chiefs-of-staff and the Secretary of State to consider the next move of Russia with some degree of fear that some tremendous thing is about to happen regarding Berlin and Germany.  We know that we are committed to war, if necessary.  We are committed to defend that situation as it is at this present moment.  We are living in tremendous days, days of great fear.  Right here below us who ever would have believed that a little island off the coast of Florida that has been the friend of America all these years could be in such a terrible grip of torment and disaster in this present moment by Russian Communism?  Yet there it is, at our very doorstep.  You say, "We have no fear of a little island like that." Beloved, we have steadfastly been UNCONCERNED over the terrific gains of Russia and in the last forty years she has gobbled up the major portion of this world, and that without a major war.  We live in days of FEAR, without a doubt, and FEAR comes on because of SIN.  Sin is the main reason why people are afraid.  We are living in days of abounding SIN! It is a very solemn moment when former President Hoover, one of the most astute minds we have in the world, addresses a GOP Convention and speaks of the FRIGHTFUL DECLINE, the terrifying decline, of MORALS in America.  And this man is not talking out of the side of his mouth; he is not just talking.  He is an elderly man, a man of honestly and integrity, as the years have proven.  He is telling the truth.  SIN is abounding on every hand.   America is in a state of torment and fear because of that.





Then we have the awful question of death.  Men are naturally afraid of approaching death.  Time and again we find that.  I was talking to a man the other day that has had five heart attacks.  He was one of the most miserable men I’ve ever met.  As he comes now face to face with death, hurled out of his business and the usual affairs of life, and away from his family, separated from his family and friends and work he finds that he has no peace.  And he WANTS peace.  Ah, beloved, where is it going to be FOUND?  There is only ONE PLACE that peace can be found, and that is IN THE LORD.  It is found in A RIGHT RELATIONSHIP WITH THE LORD.





We read here in Psalm 37:7 that God says to His people, "REST in the LORD, and wait patiently for HIM." There is a rest we are told here, that God's people can enjoy in this present moment.  What IS that rest, in the presence of terrible fear in the presence of abounding sin, In the presence of eminent death?  What is THE REST for the child of God?


Well, it is in this wonderful fact, that THE LORD GOD LIVETH and for those of us who are His children, He is TAKING CARE of us!





I want you to notice in this Psalm that God commands His people to "FRET NOT." He doesn't command us to FRET; He commands us NOT TO FRET. He says, "Don't you be fretful.  Don't you be fretting.  Don't you be upset.” We have a parallel passage in the New Testament where we read, "Take no thought of tomorrow.  Take no thought of your life, what you are to eat or drink." and so on.  When this was translated some 300 years ago, “take no thought" meant, "Don't be worried about it.  Don't be anxious." Today it means simply, “Take no thought; don't think about it." But that is how words and phrases change meaning as the years go by.  It is more accurately translated today, "Be not ANXIOUS for your food or your clothing or your necessities of life.  YOUR FATHER knoweth you have need of these things.  Don't worry about tomorrow, for sufficient unto the day, is the evil thereof.  Just live each day for itself, and LET GOD take care of you, DON'T WORRY." That's what the Lord says.  "Fret not thyself.”





Psalm 37:1, "Fret not thyself because of evildoers.”  Don't WORRY because sin is abounding, as though God were impotent and weak. He is still on the Throne! I am glad there is a Throne that is unmovable - the Throne of God Himself!





I sat yonder in a Miami hotel late at night one night and saw and heard a reporter make an announcement about Mr. Kruchev’s latest words, that were upsetting the entire world. This reporter made the statement, "This man holds in the palm of his hand the destiny of this world!" And I said, "Walter Cronkite, you are a great reporter, but you sure missed it that time, for the Palm of the Hand that holds the destiny of this world is a NAIL-PIERCED PALM, and it belongs to JESUS CHRIST!  HE is the King of kings and the Lord of lords.'' The New Testament begins with the Gospel of Matthew which is the Gospel of the KINGDOM!  And Jesus Christ is going to see to it that HIS PEOPLE are taken care of, and that sin is going to be rooted out of this earth, and there is coming a time of peace that the Republicans cannot bring in, and the Democrats cannot bring in. It is so silly to see them blaming each other for war, when God says that WAR is IN EVERY HEART that is unconverted.  “From whence come wars and fightings among you?”  Cometh they not FROM WITHIN you?”   Jesus said, “Out of THE HEART of men proceed murders, evil thoughts," and all the rest of it. As long as the major part of the world is unconverted unregenerate, WAR is going to come out of people’s hearts -- not from any particular political party.  God's Word is absolutely true.  But the child of God in commanded to FRET NOT because of EVILDOERS.





Verse 7, “Fret not thyself because of him who prospereth in his way, because of the man who bringeth wicked devices to pass.” When you see a wicked man prospering, don't think that God is asleep or dead and that the world is going haywire. (The world is, but God is looking after His children.)





Verse 8, “Fret not thyself in any wise to do evil." Fretting OVER evildoers many times LEADS TO evildoing.  But that isn't the way we are to be; God' s Word says we are to REST IN THE LORD, and we are to WAIT PATIENTLY FOR HIM.





Now, from where does that rest come?  It comes from the LORD.  What does that mean?  It means, in the Knowledge of God Himself.  As I travel around the country and talk to people, it is amazing how FEW PEOPLE know what God is like.  You would be amazed at what is poured into these ears!  Some of you who stay in the Bible and pray and associate in Christian circles all the time and do not come in contact with people who open their hearts as they do to a minister or evangelist --  perhaps you don't know HOW LITTLE people know of God.


If we are going to find this “rest,” we must rest in the fact that God is a God of Knowledge.  GOD KNOWS EVERYTHING THAT HAPPENS.  He knows ALL about His people.  In a certain city recently we had a glorious victory in an evangelistic campaign.  In the course of one of my messages I was speaking on “Death and Life: Choose Which You Will.” Eternal Death or Eternal Life.  That is what God lays before every one of us.  I started with the fact of physical death and the fact that GOD KNOWS when we come into this world because HE IS THE ONE WHO brings us into this world.  GOD KNOWS when we are going out of this world, for HE IS THE ONE WHO takes us out of this world.  "The Lord giveth, and the Lord taketh away." I made the statement that GOD KNOWS the very days that we are going to live.  The Psalmist said in Psalms 31:15, "My times are in Thy Hand." On the way out a young man began to question what I had to say.  I found out that he was looking for an argument more than anything else.  He knew more than God knew! So I asked him the very first thing, "How many times have you READ your bible?" “0h," he said, "I've never read it THROUGH; not even one time.” "Well," I said, "you are passing judgment on GOD when you don't know anything ABOUT Him." So I excused myself and walked away.  I didn't do that in an ugly manner, but I was trying to alarm and awaken that young man. There was a young man, sitting IN JUDGMENT on God Almighty. He thought that God was limited to HIS understanding, that God was a limited being, that God was a God of limited knowledge and wisdom, limited might and power, limited love.  I want to tell you, friends, that THE GOD OF THE BIBLE is THE SOVEREIGN GOD.  In this very Psalm we read in chapter 37 and verse 18, "The LORD KNOWETH the days of the upright and their inheritance shall be forever." The Lord knows our DAYS.  He brings us into the world; He knows when we are going out.  He knows every detail before it ever happens, for He is a God of ABSOLUTE AND PERFECT KNOWLEDGE.  There is nothing HIDDEN from God.  He knows our uprising and down sitting.  That is the Psalmist’s  way of saying that He watches us constantly, "The eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth beholding the evil and beholding the good." GOD KNOWS.  HE IS A GOD OF KNOWLEDGE.





He is a God of WISDOM.  What He does is INFINITELY WISE.





He is a God of HOLINESS.  He is absolutely perfect.  He never sins.





He is a God of Almighty POWER.  He can do everything that His Wisdom dictates He should do.





He is a God of Absolute JUSTICE.  He never did anything unjustly, to anybody, and He never will.





He is a God of Infinite PATIENCE. He can wait till iniquity comes to a head before He judges it.  And He will do it.  When God strikes, He strikes with an iron fist.





He is, let me repeat, a God of INFINITE LOVE! That’s the most wonderful thing I know today -- God loves with a love that will never fail!  I'm glad the child of God can REST in a God who LOVES him infinitely and PROVED His Love when He gave His Son to die for our sins and has almighty and infinite power to TAKE CARE of His child.





Yes, we can rest in the Lord.  And we can wait patiently for Him. A little girl of about ten years of age was quite ill, and her daddy took her to the doctor, and the doctor to the surgeon, She was facing a serious operation.  The daddy was unsaved. The mother was ill the day of the operation.  When they wheeled the little girl into the


operating room she looked up and said, "Before you operate on me, doctor, I must pray.” So she got on her knees and folded her hands and began to pray.  She said something like this: "Lord, bless my sick mother, and bless my unsaved daddy, and bless this surgeon now as he operates on me, and bless me, dear Jesus, and take care of me, for I am trusting You.  In Your blessed Name, Amen.” She climbed on the table for the operation. You know what happened?  That daddy couldn't stay in that room; he had to go to his home, and had to get down on his knees in his bedroom and he asked God to forgive him and save him for Christ’s sake.  And that surgeon -- you know what happened to him? He went to his house after that operation and got down on his knees and said, "Lord, I haven't prayed in thirty years; You know that.  But I want to know You and walk with you, and rest in You!"  The REST of a little child brought her daddy and a great surgeon to the Lord Jesus Christ.





Beloved, whoever you are and wherever you are, if you accept Jesus as your Saviour and walk close to HIM in prayer and His Word you shall be able to rest in the Lord whatever may come, for HE IS TAKING CARE OF YOU.
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