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James 1:12-18

We are taking up a portion of the Book of James today, chapter 1, verses 12 to 18, and we are studying the reality of temptation and sin. It is an important study, and I hope it will be a real blessing to our hearts. I know it will if we take it in! For God's Word is all profitable, and as we take it in God will bless us. The reality of temptation and sin!

We are living in a time when sin is no longer a very popular word. We are living in a day when temptation is---well, we are not warned about it. In the old days fathers and mothers WARNED children about temptation. I remember back there when so many people lived out on the farms, you know, and the children were TOLD about the temptations of the city. We don't hear much about that any more. The population has moved toward the cities now, and nobody ever thinks much about temptation. In fact, there is a tremendous breakdown all around, of morals! Some people are talking about it under the guise of "emancipa​tion," deliverance from old bogies and fears. But, my friends, anything that is a temptation to sin is liable to BE a sin, and SIN (God's WORD says) winds up in DEATH, death to every​thing that is good.

So we have today James 1:12-18, the reality of TEMPTATION and SIN. The first thing we learn about it is that James says CHRISTIANS are tempted. Do not think that when you become a Christian you are "beyond" temptation! In fact, your temptation will be heightened after you have ac​cepted the Lord Jesus as your Saviour and are filled with the spirit of God, for up until that time the devil has been more or less inactive toward you, has been asleep regarding you, for why should he worry about someone who is in his hand thoroughly and completely? The devil is out to bring souls to ETERNAL RUIN, and the way he does it is by KEEPING YOU from putting your faith in Jesus and living for Jesus and living a godly, spiritual life. If he can simply KEEP you from that place, that's all he wants. But when you ACCEPT JESUS as your Saviour, then he gets busy and TEMPTS YOU AWAY from the Lord Jesus and spiri​tual things, to make you unhappy and useless, to render you inoperative as far as GOD'S work is concerned. CHRISTIANS are TEMPTED! You just determine that you are going to live a life of prayer, and you'll find out there are forces to resist. You de​termine that you are going to read your Bible each day, and really know the Mind of GOD, and you'll find forces to resist you! It will be difficult.

It is much easier to read the Saturday Evening Post than it is the Bible. It is easier to read the newspaper than the WORD OF GOD. It is a lot easier to talk to people than it is to talk to GOD in prayer! There are temptations AWAY from the things of GOD! It's uphill! It's easy to talk to people about politics and current events, but it is NOT easy to talk to them about their SOULS. Unless we are living very close to God, filled with the Spirit of God and the Word of God, we are not going to DO it. It is easy to SAY, "I am going to put JESUS FIRST in my life," but putting it into PRACTICE is something else. And yet, this is the only way to a happy life, and IT CAN BE DONE, by God's grace and God's power. It's like the man with the withered hand. Jesus said, "Stretch it forth." The man might have argued, "Lord, I can't. My hand is WITHER​ED." But he didn't say that. He didn't look at his weakness; he looked at Jesus and His command! And he WILLED to stretch forth his hand and immediately it shot out. Jesus gave him the power when he willed it.

Now so it is with us. Christians are tempted. You will have more tempta​tions after you are a Christian than be​fore you are a Christian; that is, you will find temptation more prevalent, more powerful, because you are de​termined to live a godly life.

Christians, being tempted, are pre​sented with the possibilities of SIN​NING. With TEMPTATION is im​mediately the POSSIBILITY of SIN; otherwise it is not temptation. So Chris​tians are presented with the possibili​ties of SIN. Around about us everyday and darting at us are temptations that carry with them a possibility that the Christian will break down and do something that is offensive to the Right Life, offensive to God and man, that which is WRONG. With every tempta​tion comes the possibility of SIN.

Christians must ENDURE tempta​tions, and NOT YIELD. A Christian must "sweat them out," if you please, by God's GRACE. Christians MUST endure temptation.

Now the fourth thing---and I am sure we'll all agree that Christians must ENDURE temptation---we learn that just ENDURING temptation is NOT ENOUGH, according to James! Christians must endure temptations and afflictions IN A CHRIST-LIKE SPIRIT. Now that's where we really "get it in the neck," isn't it? Right there! "In a Christ-like spirit." This spirit of victory over temptation and sin is not to be just an attitude of STOICISM, just en​during, just gritting your teeth and saying, "I'm going to fight through it." No, it is not that at all. That isn't the SPIRIT in which we are to endure it. James says, "Every trial, every temptation, every sorrow, every suffering, must be recognized AS SENT FROM GOD, Whose grace and care for us SENDS THEM TO US---for our BLESSING." We are to recognize that every TEST, every temptation, every trial, every sorrow, every suffering that comes our way is PERMITTED OF GOD. His Hand is in it! He per​mitted it or it wouldn't have come. He could take us out of the world, or, He could keep that from coming our way. He is God. He is Almighty. We are His children. So, the fact that test​ing COMES is proof that God has per​mitted it. The Bible teaches so. And, being sent from God, we must realize He sends those testings for a BLESS​ING.

I know a precious soul right now, a group of friends, rather, who are go​ing through a deep trial. A precious boy is suffering affliction, and they are going through deep waters. If you just look at this child in its affliction, and you look at the silence of the heav​ens, you might despair. You might not be in the right spirit. But if you bring GOD into it, and say, "God LET this come my way, and God did this for a BLESSING," which is the teaching of the Bible, then we'll endure our test IN A CHRIST-LIKE SPIRIT, in sub​mission to God. That is what James says here in the Word of God. "Sub​mit yourselves therefore to God." James 4:7. Place yourself under the Authority of God. Let Him be your Ruler. So then we must meet every trial in a spirit of LOVING TRUST IN GOD. That is the important thing for us to see in this message today. We must meet every trial, every tempta​tion, every sorrow, every suffering, in a spirit of LOVING TRUST IN THE LIVING GOD, OUR FATHER.

Now James tells us again and again that only a real, genuine, loving trust or confidence, LOVING dependence on God, will bring real blessings FROM God! That is, when temptation or sor​row or suffering comes our way and we simply grit our teeth and endure it (there may even be murmuring), then we needn't expect a blessing out of it. For James says THE BLESSING COMES when you endure it IN A CHRIST-LIKE SPIRIT.

Jesus said one time, looking at the testings in the world, "Even so, Fath​er, it seemeth good in Thy sight." That's enough for me. You sent it.

Now James says, "Let not the double-minded man, with his confidence and loyalty divided between God and this unbelieving world, think that he shall receive anything FROM GOD." God is the Giver of good. Everything God gives is good. He cannot give anything bad. So God's gifts are given only to the faithful and loyal, those who have a Christ-like spirit. So, love for God AND the world cannot exist in the same heart. Now somehow or other people have gotten the idea that you can love the world "partially" and love God at the same time, but that isn't so. You can't love the world part​ly and God partly. You can't give the world half your heart and God the oth​er half. There must be absolute loyalty. James says that to be FRIENDLY with this world is to make one's self an ENE​MY of God! A friend of the world? An enemy of GOD. A friend of God? An enemy of the WORLD. They are mutually exclusive! Let's remember that. That is James' word. To be friendly with the world is to make one's self an enemy of God. We are to submit ourselves unto God, arrange ourselves UNDER the Lord and His Authority as Sovereign, and receive everything that He sends AS FOR OUR BLESSING because He LOVES us. We must believe that.

It is, then, faithful and loving and obedient RESISTANCE to temptation that counts. Just to withstand tempta​tion is not enough; we must resist it in the love and power of GOD. We must resist it in communion with God! We must resist it in PRAYERFUL, CONFIDENCE, TRUST IN HIS FAITH​FULNESS to KEEP US, and in OBEDI​ENCE TO HIS WORD. That is the kind of resisting that counts, in the life of a Christian.

So a thoughtful Christian will never say when a temptation or trial comes, "God has sent this to seduce me." God, a seducer? NEVER! God NEVER tempts a man from the Path of Life to the road leading to destruction! God is NOT a seducer. We cannot BLAME GOD for temptations. Our Creator is not the One who has brought on the fallen, natural nature with its desires to sin. Temptation comes not from GOD'S nature, but from the EVIL IN OUR NATURE. God created man stainless, but man has become EVIL by the choice of his own will. The object of temptation is to lead the soul astray! To seduce to a wrong. To seduce toward evil. To seek to cor​rupt and destroy a human soul. God, Who is ONLY GOOD, could never do this. The temptation comes from man's OWN EVIL DESIRE in his heart. His heart delights in evil and DRAWS HIM toward the forbidden, corrupting, evil thing that would destroy him.

The evil desire in man, says James, plays the part of Potiphar's wife who was the temptress of Joseph. Joseph is our better nature, redeemed by God. Potiphar's wife is our evil nature, with it’s longing for the forbidden. All re​deemed men and women are a Joseph​ and---Potiphar's wife COMBINED. Only a godly Joseph, with the knowledge and fear of God in his heart, can WITHSTAND the temptation of Poti​phar's wife and say NO to the Tempta​tion to sin. "The grace of God, that bringeth us salvation, teacheth us that denying ungodliness and worldly lusts we should (and can) live soberly and righteously and godly in this present world."

The man who WITHSTANDS temp​tation wins the Crown of Life through love to God!

I hope that is clear to us, friends. The REALITY of temptation to sin; the fact that we are not simply to en​dure it by gritting our teeth, but we are to rejoice and exult and meet it in loving trust in a loving Father who SENDS it for our blessing.
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