THE RAPTURE OF THE CHURCH
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Matthew 3:12

Many people think more about the externals of reli​gion than about their heart's affection for the Lord. I am finding this everywhere I go. After hearing the Word of God preached and taught, some of them dis​cover that they have had only a head knowledge of Christ, with no change whatever in their lives. A per​son who has only a head knowledge of Christ is not saved. If our faith in Christ is just in our head and does not touch our heart and change our lives, it is spurious. It is not valid. It is deceptive.

True Christians have a personal, heart relation​ship with Jesus. They love Christ for what He has done for them! They walk with Him by faith, and they look forward to that moment when they will ac​tually, literally, bodily be with the Lord Jesus.

We are thinking now about the Rapture of the Church, that moment when believers, dead and liv​ing, will be caught up to meet Christ in the air, to be with Him forever in His actual, literal, bodily pres​ence. People who are saved are anticipating the day they will meet Him. This is the essence and the cul​mination of the Christian life.

Christ Will Become Visible to Us

In Colossians 3:4 we read, "When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory." Paul was writing to the Christians in Colosse. He said that Jesus is coming again. Jesus Himself is

going to appear. The Greek word for "appear" is phaneroo, and it means "to be made visible." When He is made visible, we will be made visible with Him. Christ will be seen by people on earth, and they will see us with Him.

This blessed Lord, whom we've never seen with our eyes; this blessed Lord, who saved us from our sins and whose name is to us above every name; this blessed Jesus, whom we long so very much to see is going to appear visibly, and we will appear with Him! Obviously, when He does appear, we will already have been caught up to meet Him in the air. Some time later, we will come back with Him to the Mount of Olives.

Christ Will Be Unveiled

Another Greek word that relates to the coming of the Lord is apokalupto, which means, "to take off the veil." Jesus will be unveiled. He is veiled to us now. We think about Him, we read about Him, we talk to Him; we can't get enough of Him. He is real to us. But beloved, it isn't anything compared to that moment when He will be unveiled before our eyes and revealed to us! We will see Jesus. We will actually look in His face as you look in the face of another person today.

Christ Will Be Personally Present

The word parousia, a compound Greek word, means, "to be by the side of." It means His presence. I have known His presence intimately in this present world. The deepest delight I have ever had has been in the presence of Jesus Christ as I have read His Word, as I have bent over the pages of Holy Scripture, as I have knelt before Him in prayer, as I have been in meetings when His presence was so real that you could almost

reach out and touch Him. The unseen Christ is present spiritually in our midst and in our hearts.

What will it be like when we see Jesus, His parousia, His literal, personal presence? Today He is veiled from us, but the moment is coming when we'll actually stand in His presence. If I knew that somewhere on this earth the Lord Jesus would be personally, literally present, I'd try to be there! I'd get there somehow! But praise God, He is coming for me.

Christ Will Shine in All His Glory

There is another Greek word, epiphaino, which comes from two words meaning, "to shine" and "upon." To shine upon. It carries with it the brilliance of His presence. In Matthew 17, Mark 9, and Luke 9, we read about Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration. He was suddenly transformed before three of His disciples and took upon Himself the glory He had with the Father before the world existed. He glistened with the glory of God, like lightning flashing out from His garments! And the disciples were smitten with the glory of His presence. We too will be standing one of these days in the actual presence of the Lord, and we will see the epiphaneia, the outshining of the glory of God.

All four of these Greek words relate to the coming of Jesus, and they have to do with His personal presence and the glory of His presence.

Christ's Twofold Coming

Jesus will come first in the air, not to earth, for His church, and believers will experience the glory of His presence. Seven years later, He will come with His church to judge this world. He will come in glory, and He will come in judgment. God's Word clearly differentiates between the Rapture and the Second Coming.

In Matthew 3:12, John the Baptist preached the coming of Christ. "Whose fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly cleanse His threshingfloor, and gather His wheat into His garner; but the chaff He will burn with fire unquenchable." The Old Testament predicted the coming of Christ but did not differentiate between His two comings. The church age is not in the Old Testament.

We have to come to the New Testament to see clearly that there are two different phases to Jesus' coming: His coming in the air, and 7 years later His coming to earth. We find these prophetic Scriptures particularly in the epistles of Paul and in the Revelation. Christ first comes in glory‑to glorify His church. Then He comes in judgment‑to judge this world. Saved people will be glorified, but unsaved people will be judged. You must take Him as Savior or take Him as Judge, one of the two. Every person must face the Son of the living God with a yes or no. There is no neutral ground.

His Coming in Glory

In I Thessalonians 4:13‑18, the apostle Paul wrote about the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. He and the other writers of the New Testament expected Jesus to come back at any moment. They taught that His coming was imminent. These Thessalonians had deceased loved ones, and they wanted to know, "If Jesus is coming for us who are alive, what about our departed loved ones?" Paul answered their question by telling them that the departed loved ones will be raised first, then the living will be caught up together with them.

Verse 13 says, "I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who are asleep." The word sleep never refers to the soul but only to the body. The body is said to be sleeping. But all bodies are going to awaken and rise. When you go to sleep at night, you don't say goodbye to your family forever. You know you will awaken in the morning and see them again. That is your expectation. The Bible speaks of the death of the body as sleep.

At the Rapture, only the saved will be resurrected. I repeat, the body sleeps, but the soul never sleeps. The Bible says plainly, "To be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord" (2 Corinthians 5:8). So the body of the believer goes into the grave and sleeps, but the soul is alive and conscious with the Lord. All of our saved loved ones whose bodies are in the grave are very much alive and with the Lord Jesus in conscious bliss right now.

No Hope Without Christ

"I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who are asleep, that you sorrow not, even as others who have no hope." Unsaved people have no hope of ever seeing their loved ones again. There rings in my ears something that I thank God I'll get rid of when I get to heaven. That is the sobs and screams and cries I have heard, as a minister when people have buried loved ones in the cold earth. I am thinking now of a woman who cast her body over the grave where her husband had just been buried. She was sobbing and sobbing because she had no hope of ever seeing him again.

The world has no hope. We have a hope. Christ alone can bring hope to this world. I have lived a long time, and I haven't found any hope except in Jesus Christ.

In verse 14, Paul said, "If we believe . . ." If we believe what? We believe that Jesus Christ, God's Son, the Messiah, came into this world as foretold by the

Sacred Scriptures, and went to the cross and died for our sins, then on the third day arose from the dead and ascended to the Father and is alive today. Jesus is God! Death could not hold Him! He came back from the dead and is alive right now. "If we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so those who sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him." Jesus is the Son of God, and because He arose from the dead and took care of His own resurrection, He can certainly take care of our resurrection and that of our loved ones.

A Sure Hope in Christ

When news of the resurrection of Jesus Christ spread through the Roman empire like a shock wave, there was a new hope for the human race! If you could visit the cemeteries of ancient Rome, or if you could see some of the places where people were buried prior to Jesus' resurrection, you would see hopelessness inscribed on those tombstones. People laid away loved ones, never expecting to see them again. But then Christians went forth proclaiming that Jesus had come up out of the grave: "He's alive! We've touched Him! He came back from the grave just as the Scriptures predicted, and just as He said He would!" And hope was born for the human race---hope of a future life, hope they never had before!

The Resurrection of the Saved

"Those also who sleep in Jesus God will bring with Him. " He will bring back the soul and spirit; and the body, which was buried, will be resurrected and united with the soul and spirit.

Paul said in I Thessalonians 4:15, "This we say to you by the word of the Lord. " This is not the word of a human being. This is the word of God, as much as Isaiah or any other portion of the Word. "That we

who are alive and are left until the coming of the Lord." Remember, we said that the word translated "coming" is parousia--‑His literal, personal presence. It means that He will reveal Himself personally to us who are alive and remain when He comes. Oh, beloved! To think that 5 minutes from now we could be looking in the face of Jesus! Personal presence! Amen! This is the hope of the church!

The Beginning of My Hope

When I was 20 years of age, after the death of my mother, my heart was plowed up with sorrow. I was sitting on my front porch reading a book about the second coming of Jesus. Something happened in my heart that day that will live forever. Jesus Christ stepped across the threshold of my life, and His spiritual presence has been with me ever since. I have never seen Jesus in His physical body, but when I receive my glorified body I will see Him.

All these years, spiritually He has been in my heart. Jesus lives in the heart of every born‑again person. "If any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His" (Romans 8:9). The Bible identification of a Christian is a person in whom Jesus lives. Paul said, "Christ lives in me" (Galatians 2:20). Christ is now in a physical body at the right hand of the Father. But spiritually, He abides in the heart of every believer on earth. That is what makes a person a Christian. Not getting baptized, not joining the church, not going through certain motions. If Christ lives in you, you are a Christian. When you really believed in Him, He moved into your heart. Believe it!

The Dead in Christ Precede the Living

"We who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will not precede those who are asleep. " You living Christians need not worry. When Jesus comes in the Rapture, He will not leave your dead loved ones in the grave. He will raise them first! They will have the priority. The Rapture will be like a lightning flash, but nevertheless they will have the priority.

"For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven. " Why is that word Himself there? For emphasis! Our blessed Lord loves us so much that He will not send someone else for us. He's not going to send an archangel--‑not Gabriel or Michael. He will not send an angelic convoy. He is coming Himself! Did you ever know a bridegroom who sent somebody else for his bride?

The Lord Himself will come for us--‑this Jesus I've been preaching about for more than 60 years. Himself! This Jesus, about whom I have studied in this Book till my eyes grew tired. This Jesus I've preached till my lungs ached. This Jesus I've talked to in prayer till I could almost reach out in my prayer room and touch Him. Himself!

This Same Jesus

Nineteen hundred years ago He came down the first time. He was sitting by His Father, El Elyon, the Most High, seated on the great throne of the universe. And He saw us here, in this world of sin, lost and going to hell. So what did He do? He came down. Why? To rescue you and me from our sins.

His coming down is described in Philippians 2:5-8, "Let this same mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who, existing in the form of God, counted not His being on an equality with God something to be eagerly retained, but emptied Himself and came down, and took the form of a servant. And being found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. "

He came down the first time to get me. Do you think I don't love Him? No wonder Paul said, "If any man loves not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be accursed" (I Corinthians 16:22). Christ came down and died on a cross, gave His life, paid with His blood to wipe out my sins. He's coming the second time to take me home to be with Him forever.

How Will He Come?

"With a shout!" The Greek word for "shout" is a military word meaning "summons, or command." It will be a shout of command! He will set us free--‑physically, mentally, spiritually! And we will be like Him, when we see Him as He is. He's coming for His bride. Oh, how He must love us, to leave heaven again and come down for us, to take us to be with Himself!

"With the voice of the archangel.” When Jesus comes, there will be a shout in glory. Heaven considers the Rapture, the moment when Jesus summons His church to meet Him in the air, a glorious event! Michael, the chief angel, will speak.

"And with the trumpet of God.” In Israel they used the trumpet for the convocations, to call the people together. They used the trumpet in the great feast days to call the people before YAHWEH. And at the Rapture, the Lord will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with God's trumpet sounding. What a day that will be!

Priority of the Dead Saints

"The dead in Christ shall rise first." Before we will be changed, the dead will rise. Do you think Jesus will forget our loved ones who have died? Will He forget my mother's and father's graves, or my baby brother's grave? The graves of your loved ones where you go and weep and your tears fall on that cold sod?

The dead in Christ will stand up one of these days! Notice "in Christ." Only those who have received Jesus will come up. There are two resurrections, and they are at least a thousand years apart. The first is for the saved; the second is for the unsaved. I never pass a cemetery without wondering how many will rise in the first resurrection to meet Christ, their Savior, and how many will rise in the second resur​rection to stand before Christ, their Judge. "In Christ" means, "connected to Christ," where every be​liever lives by faith.

Caught Up Together

"We who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will be caught up. " Caught up! Jesus will snatch us away from earth, and we'll be in His pres​ence. Everyone who had believed in Him will rise from the grave.

We, the living, will be changed, our old fallen na​ture will be destroyed, and we will be given our glori​fied bodies when we "meet our Lord in the air" Meet the Lord! The Greek word translated "meet" means to come into the presence of some great, august per​son, some outstanding personality. This meeting will take place not on earth, not in heaven, but between heaven and earth. That is clear.

We said of the dead that their bodies will be caught up to be reunited with their souls and spirits. But what about the living? In I Corinthians 15 we learn what happens to the believer in that moment. Paul said in verse 51, "Behold, I show you a mystery. We shall not all sleep [not all will die]." There will be a generation of believers who will not die. I am ready to die, but I would prefer this! I want the will of God. I am thoroughly surrendered to God's will. If I am ready to die, I am ready for the Rapture.

Changed

"We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed."

We can't go to heaven in our present condition. We've got to be changed. Do you sometimes feel the burden of your failures and sins? You go running to the cross and you praise Jesus that He died for those sins and wiped them out. God isn't taking perfect people to heaven. There aren't any. The Bible teaches that there is not a perfect person on earth. Praise God, Jesus gives us His righteousness, and we can meet God in the righteousness of Jesus. Our sins are cleansed by His precious blood (I John 1:7,9).

So when you think about your sins as you con​template the Rapture, and you think you're not going to be there, remember that His blood took away your sins. We will not be perfect until we see Him. So He will catch us up to meet Him in the air, even though we are sinners and have failed Him.

"We shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump. For the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed" (I Corinthians 15:51,52). When we see Him, we'll be like Him. We will be perfect men​tally, physically, spiritually. We'll be just like Jesus! "For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality" (v.53).

When Does the Rapture Occur?

A lot of people have ideas these days about the future, and much of it is not true. You had better search the Scripture, my friend. There are three different views about the timing of the Rapture.

Some teachers take the position of a POST‑TRIBULA​TION RAPTURE. They say it will come after the Tribulation and that the church will go through that awful time of trouble. Of those who hold this view, some think that after we're caught up we'll come right back down to earth. I do not read that in the Bible.

I read that when we are caught up the Lord will take us into heaven. Jesus said to His own in John 14:1‑3, "Let not your heart be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in Me. In My Father's house are many mansions. If it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you, and if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you unto Myself. " That is the Rapture! He is coming for His own. ". . . that where I am, there you may be also." That is heaven. After we meet Him in the air, instead of coming to earth, we are going to heaven.

What will take place then? The judgment seat of Christ and the marriage supper of the Lamb. While we're up there, the tribulation period will run for 7 years down here on earth. I do not believe that the church will go through the Tribulation. The Rapture is described in I Thessalonians 4 and in John 14. When He catches up all believers, they will go into heaven to be with the Father. Amen!

Others hold a MID‑TRIBULATION RAPTURE view. They say the church will go through part of the Tribulation. They get that idea from the expression "the last trump" in I Corinthians 15. The problem is that they confuse it with the trumpet judgment in Revelation 11:15. In the Revelation, the tribulation period runs from chapter 6 through chapter 19, verse 11. The judgments of God, as explained by John, consist of the seven seal judgments; the sev​enth seal issues into the seven trumpet judgments; and the seventh trumpet issues into the seven bowl judgments, which finish the wrath of God.

The seven trumpet judgments in Revelation 8, 9, and 11 are in the middle of the tribulation period. That is correct. The seventh trumpet is mentioned in

Revelation 11:15. It is the sounding of the seventh angel with the seventh trumpet. So the last or sev​enth trumpet sounds in the middle of the Tribulation. There's only one mistake in the conclusion. That isn't the last trumpet in the Bible! The last trumpet in the Bible is at the end of the Tribulation.

In Matthew 24:29‑31, we read, "Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be dark​ened, and the moon will not give her light, and the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then the sign of the Son of man will appear in heaven. And then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. And He will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they will gather His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other" This is after the Tribulation, which is 7 years after the Rapture.

Three Trumpets

When you think about the trumpet sounds, remem​ber that there are three major ones relative to Jesus' coming: (1) the trumpet of God at the Rapture, which precedes the Tribulation; (2) the last of the seven trumpets in the middle of the Tribulation; and (3) the trumpet which sounds to gather to the Lord all the elect after the Tribulation.

We are not listening for the trumpet that sounds at Christ's second coming, for then we will come back to earth with Him. Paul said plainly in Colossians that when Jesus appears in judgment, we will appear with Him. Since we will be coming back with Him, we must have been previously caught up.

What I am trying to say to you is, the trumpet we are listening for is mentioned in I Thessalonians 4,

which is only for the church. It will sound to call every believer to meet Christ in space. We won't need spacesuits to protect us nor rocket engines to propel us. Christ's almighty power will seize us and take us up by force. This is the meaning of harpazo. The church is distinct, and we are listening for the trump of God at the Rapture! It will take place before the Tribulation strikes this earth.

I believe in a PRE‑TRIBULATION RAPTURE. The reason is found in I Thessalonians 5:9, where we read, "God has not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ." The tribulation period is distinctly called the time of the outpouring of God's wrath on an unbelieving world. We believers are not appointed to wrath.

Then too, in Revelation 3:10 Christ says,

"Because you have kept the word of My patience, I will keep you out of that hour of testing that shall come upon all the earth, to test those who dwell on the earth." God is definitely going to keep us out of the hour of testing that will come on this earth.

I love so much II Thessalonians 2:7‑8, where the apostle Paul wrote about the mystery of iniquity, which in his day was already working all over the earth. But there was a hindrance that kept it from coming to a head and projecting the Antichrist. "But He who now hinders will continue to hinder till He is taken out of the way. And then that wicked one [the Antichrist] will be revealed. "

God's Word says there is a great Hinderer of sin. One of these days He will be taken out of the way, then Antichrist will come. But he will not come till that Hindrance is removed. That Hindrance to sin is God the Holy Spirit in the church. He is holding back the tidal wave of sin today. Soon He will step aside.

One of these days, when the Lord comes to take

His church home, the Holy Spirit will be out of the way and sin will come to a head. The Antichrist will be projected. But he cannot come until the Hinderer is out of the way. I believe profoundly that the Hinderer is the Holy Spirit in the church, and that the church must be raptured before sin can come to a head and the Antichrist can appear on the earth.

So I believe the Rapture of the Church will take place before the Tribulation. Anyone who studies the book of the Revelation very carefully will be delighted to see that God will not let His church go through the tribulation period. Hell is going to break loose on this earth! I am so glad He will take us out of this world to meet Him before that ever takes place.

With the Lord Forevermore

Paul said, "And so shall we ever be with the Lord" (I Thessalonians 4:17). Once we are with Jesus, we'll never leave Him. He'll catch us up in the Rapture. We'll be with Him up there for 7 years. There will take place the judgment seat of Christ and the marriage supper of the Lamb. And while the tribulation period runs its course down here‑--three and a half years plus three and a half years--‑we'll be up there with Jesus.

Seven Years Later

We'll come back with Christ when He comes again after the Tribulation to judge the world and to establish His kingdom on this earth. It is written in Revelation 19:14, "The armies which were in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on white horses." Those armies have to be the believers. His bride is coming back with Him! The angels and all believers in Christ are coming back with Him.

Yes, we are coming back with Him, and we will sit on the judgment seat with Him, judging others. If you are a true believer, listen to what God's Word says: "Do you not know that the saints will judge the world?" (I Corinthians 6:2). We're going to sit with Jesus when He judges the world! Oh, what a won​derful thing to be forgiven and saved by the blood atonement of Christ and be with Him forever!

We'll sit on thrones with Him during the Millennium. We'll be in our glorified bodies ruling over people in their natural bodies. "To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, even as I overcame and have sat down with My Father on His throne" (Revelation 3:21). Jesus' throne is a millennial throne. He will rule from Jerusalem over this entire earth. Who will be associated with Him? We who believe in Him!

At the Great White Throne judgment (for unbe​lievers), Christ will be on the throne, and we, His bride, will be sitting beside Him. He will destroy the present heaven and earth and create a new heaven and earth. Then the New Jerusalem will come down from God out of heaven. Jesus will be on the Father's throne for eternity. And who will be sitting beside Him? His bride! And who is the bride? We are the bride! We will be forever with the Lord.

It was a great day when it dawned on me that the church of the Lord Jesus is a unique body in God's plan. God has a plan for Israel, and it's glorious. But the greatest thing is to be a member of the body of Christ, to be His bride, and to be with our blessed Lord forever.

The Rapture Is Imminent

Another reason I believe in the pre‑tribulation Rapture is the Bible doctrine of imminency‑--that He may come at any moment. You cannot read the New

Testament Scriptures without realizing that those believers expected Jesus at any moment. John, Paul, and all the writers of the New Testament did. All of the people in the early church expected His any ​moment return.

The church fathers believed in imminency at first. But after a few years had elapsed, they lost the doctrine of imminency and people stopped looking for the coming of Christ.

Paul wrote to Titus, "Looking for that blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ" (2:13). It's a blessed hope! A happy hope. The Greek word translated "blessed" is makarios, a hope that makes us happy forever.

Then Hebrews 9:28, "To those who look for Him He will appear the second time." We're looking for Him! In I Thessalonians 1:9‑10, Paul wrote, "You turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, even Jesus, our deliverer from the wrath to come."

We're not looking for death. We're looking for Jesus! We're living in expectancy that He may come at any moment. Paul said at the end of his life, "There is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only, but also to all who love His appearing" (2 Timothy 4:8). The Bible says the appearing of the Lord Jesus is imminent!

Ready for the Rapture?

Relative to the church, we have the words hope, look, and love. Our hope is in the Lord, we are looking for His presence, and we love His appearing. First, you want to make sure you are saved. The one greatest question in anyone's life is this: Do I have Christ in

my heart as my own personal Savior? A wife can't do it for her husband, nor a husband for his wife; the child cannot do it for the parent, nor the parent for the child. All that matters is to make sure you are ready. Other things can't compare in importance.

If we are Christians, let's not just sit and feed on the Word of God and get fat spiritually. We ought to be doing our best to bring other people to Jesus. We can win someone, if we try! We can have a lot of truth in our heads and not have it touch our hearts and lives. The person who really loves Jesus Christ will try to bring to Him everyone he possibly can.

Dear friend, if you and I try, we will win someone to Jesus. But if we don't, we won't. I believe that God has this for you! It can be done if you will make a total surrender to the Lord. And think of your un​saved loved ones and friends who could be in that number because of your witness.

A reunion in the skies for the redeemed! That's what it will be for those who have been caught up to meet Christ in the air. It is written, "So shall we ever be with the Lord." It is written, "We shall be with them," the ones who have died. They will rise from the dead, be given their glorified bodies and we'll be caught up together to meet our blessed Lord in the air and to be with Him forever. What an anticipation for the child of God!

Every year I meet with a group of pastors during the first week in December. In a recent meeting, the Spirit of the Lord twice took the meeting out of our hands. We were all flat on our faces before God. At the close of one of the meetings, a man near retirement age came to me. He looked in my face with that solemn look of a man who is making a decision that will change his life completely. He said, "Jess, I have seen today, for the first time in all my life, what it means to give one's self totally to Christ. By God's help, from this day on, Jesus Christ is going to have all of me that there is."

When Jesus has first place in our lives, we will try our best to win people to Him. God doesn't ask us to do what we can't do; He does ask us to do what we can. Jesus said of a precious woman, "She has done what she could" (Mark 14:8). Get in touch with Christ. Ask Him to help you win as many souls to Him as you possibly can.

A Time of Horror for the Unsaved

A great fear will fall on unsaved people the first moments after the Rapture. Can you imagine the fear and anxiety that will grip them when suddenly every Christian disappears from the earth?

A friend will be speaking with a friend on the telephone when all of a sudden one disappears and the conversation is terminated. If the Lord comes on a weekday, the Christians who work in office buildings will be taken and the unsaved will be left behind.

If the Rapture should take place during the Sunday morning church service, how many mem​bers would be taken? How many would be left be​hind? There are many people who profess Christ but do not have Him in their heart. A saved husband will be gone, leaving the unsaved wife. A wife will be taken and the unsaved husband will be left behind. Think of godly parents and unsaved children, or godly children and unsaved parents.

In a hospital, a godly surgeon is operating when he is suddenly taken and the unsaved patient is left behind. Or the patient, a Christian, is taken and the unsaved surgeon is left behind. Or the saved nurse is gone and the unsaved patient is left. It will be a separation day‑--this next great event in God's plan.

Some Will Be Saved

It is written in the Revelation that in the tribulation period there will be a multitude of people saved. But they will have to endure horrible suffering beyond anything this world has ever known. Jesus Himself said that if He didn't cut it short by His return, no one would be left alive on the earth. The Antichrist will make war with the saints and overcome them because of their testimony for the name of Jesus. Thousands of people will receive Christ as their Savior, but they will be martyred because the Antichrist will destroy everyone who will not worship him.

Although many will be saved, others will be lost. One of the most frightening passages in the Bible is in II Thessalonians 2:11‑12, where we read that "God will send them a strong delusion, that they should believe the lie, that all might be condemned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness." Those who refuse to believe the Bible and receive Jesus will be eternally lost. If Christ came today for His own, would you be caught up? Or would you be left behind for judgment? Only those people who are in Christ, who are His very own, will be taken. Those who are not His own will be left behind.

How To Be Saved

This moment tell Christ that you receive Him into your mind and heart. Then believe that He has come in, and that He'll live in you forever. He promised that He would.

"As many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name" (John 1:12).

PAGE  
1

