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We want to think today about The Pursuit of Happiness! You know, the wise men who were our forefathers and framed the Constitution of the United States of America declared that among the things that every person should be able to possess and have for himself is the right to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. The chase after happiness!

Man has always chased after things: money, position, honor, fame and every​thing under the sun TRYING TO FIND HAPPINESS. At the root of it all is the search for Happiness!

Now it is interesting, from the Word of God, that happiness does not come from a chase. Happiness is the direct result of living the Christ‑life. There is no other way to have real happiness,

Happiness is, first of all, the pos​session of a Life. It is the possession of RECEIVING CHRIST into our hearts by faith, through the Holy Spir​it of God when He comes in to give us the New Birth. It is the Life of God in the soul. Then it is a day‑by‑day liv​ing of the Life we received from God. That Life is absolutely contrary to the life most people are trying to live in their pursuit of happiness, which they never really find.

You know, the Bible is a wonderful Book, so tremendously up‑to‑date! You remember that back there in the Book of Ecclesiastes, the wise man, Solomon, was hunting for happiness. He sought for that which would bring him happi​ness in this present world. But he sought it in the wrong direction, and he never did find it! He was just like men today: he lost out on the whole business because he was seeking in the wrong place. Solomon decided to find out what things would make happiness. He tells how he made himself great works, built houses, planted gardens, made pools of water, had men-serv​ants and maid‑servants and possessions more than those of all in Jerusalem before him. He had silver and gold, the peculiar treasure of kings. He had sing​ers, men‑singers and women‑singers. He was great above all others. Whatsoever his eyes desired, he obtained. He with​held not any joy from his heart. Then, after he had tried EVERYTHING ---laughter, mirth, wine, money, singing, possessions---he looked on all the works that his hands had wrought and on the labor that he labored to do, and "Behold, all was vanity and vexation of spirit, and there was no profit under the sun," "In all these things," said Solomon, "I could not find true happi​ness and true joy." So, my friends, abiding joy does not come in THINGS. Men learn that, sooner or later.

Now HOW DOES JOY COME? Joy comes, according to the Word of God as the result of possessing and living a true Christian life. It is the only way we can have it. The Lord Jesus tells us how to have happiness in Matthew, the fifth chapter, usually called "The Beatitudes." There are nine things mentioned here. Notice, happiness is not a pursuit; Jesus said, "Blessed ARE."

"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven." It is something the person possesses. He didn't say, "Blessed are persons who are rushing after poverty of spirit." He said, "Blessed are the people who HAVE IT." Now the only way to HAVE happiness is to HAVE CHRIST living in our hearts! It is utterly impossible for a man to live the Beatitudes apart from the indwelling Spirit of God, the Lord Jesus Christ living out His life within us. The poor in spirit! Jesus never swelled up with pride and said. "Look who I am!" He was always humble, meek, and lowly in heart, "poor in spirit,” never exalting himself above others. So it is the poor in spirit who are "blessed,” or happy.

"Blessed are they that mourn."  "Blessed are the mourners," literally. They shall be comforted. Blessed are they who mourn over their sins and the sins of a lost world gone astray from God.

"Blessed are the meek for they shall inherit the earth." The meek. Moses was the meekest man on the face of the earth. A meek and quiet spirit is of great value in the sight of God.

"Blessed are those hungering and thirsting after righteousness," a life well‑pleasing to God, living right. Blessed are they who want to please God in all that they do.

"Blessed are the merciful for they shall obtain mercy," those who have mercy on others, who do not desire to punish the wayward but desire mercy for those who have done wrong. Blessed are the merciful! That's the way it was with the Lord Jesus Christ. He did not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance.

"Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see God." The PURE IN HEART! Those who keep their hearts and minds clean in the sight of a holy God.

"Blessed are the peacemakers," those who try to get others to be at peace with God and with men.

"Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven." Persecuted when they live right, called all kinds of names because they are seeking to live right in the eyes of God.

"Blessed are ye when ye are persecuted and all manner of evil is spoken against you, falsely, for My Sake; rejoice and exult greatly for great is your reward in heaven. For thus they persecuted the prophets which were before you."

Now that kind of life does not look like a happy life. It wouldn't be, for an unsaved man. But it IS a happy life for a Christian, first of all, because of the PEACE that comes from such a life. A man who struts around and blows the trumpet and tries to be so much better than others isn't happy. It is the "poor in spirit who are happy! The man, who delights in sin rather than "mourning" over it, is not a happy man, he can't be happy. The blow‑hard is not happy; it is the "meek" man who is happy. The man, who lives wrongly and knows he is wrong, cannot be happy, because down in the soul God made man with a touch of the divine so that he CAN'T be happy with such living. The man or woman who gossips and slanders and tries to point out faults of others cannot be happy. The "merciful" are happy! God is a God of mercy. He delights in mercy. The man with an evil mind cannot be happy, for happy are the "pure in heart." The man who reads evil books and tells dirty stories cannot be happy, running with the wrong crowd, speaking and thinking things that are evil. People who raise strife between men, causing agony, always engaged in some form of enmity, battle‑minded, cannot be happy. Those who persecute others who are living the godly life cannot be happy. One poor old cynic said one time, "I am terrified in the presence of goodness." I'll never forget that remark! "Terrified" in the presence of goodness! Badness must always be terrified in the presence of goodness, because there is coming a DAY OF JUDGMENT! People who reproach others and persecute them because they are living for Christ cannot be happy. Everyone knows, down in the soul, that Christ is the Son of God and HIS WAY IS THE RIGHT WAY, and above all the men of earth who were teachers, JESUS' WAY WAS THE WAY OF RIGHTEOUSNESS.

So happiness isn't a pursuit; you don't run after it. It is on the INSIDE. You must receive it as a gift. Happiness is a gift of God, because eternal life is a gift of God, and eternal life lived out day by day brings happiness! Eternal life in the heart brings joy! A lot of people are like the man I heard about who jumped on his horse and tried to ride off in every direction; their souls are like that, trying to find happiness on every side. But it doesn't come that way. It doesn't come from money. It doesn't come from fame. It doesn't come from possessions. It doesn't come from the applause of men. It doesn't come from getting. Happiness comes from the opposite: it comes from giving. It comes from service to others. It comes from humility instead of pride. Happiness comes from living the Christ life. Jesus was the happiest person who has ever lived. "My JOY I give unto you," Jesus said. He walked with God! He served men! He died for others! Thereby you and I gain the real life of peace and joy.

Friend, let me ask you a question: Have you found happiness? There is only ONE PLACE to find it: IN CHRIST. And you don't chase after it, you don't rush after it, you RECEIVE IT, FROM HIM, AS A GIFT. The Lord wants to give it to you today, but you will have to receive it. You will have to trust Him and believe on Him and yield your very life to Him. He gives a peace and joy that passes peace or joy this world has to offer! Nothing matters but to live the kind of life that is pleasing to God.

You say, "Well, Preacher, I don't see much happiness in that." Well, it is because you are not willing to try it, not willing to receive it, not willing to experience it. You WILL experience it if you try it! You just take the Lord Jesus Christ and He will make you happy in your heart! He will make your life happy, increasing everyday. Best of all, He will bring you happiness in the Land Beyond and a reward for living such a life.

Jesus says, "REJOICE when you live this kind of life, and be exceedingly glad, for great is YOUR REWARD in heaven." Now all our happiness doesn't come to us in this present life. There will be sorrows in the life of a Christian and there will be trials along the way. And yet, Christians have found that no man can take that joy away from them. Nothing can take it away because it is a life within us---not something outside of us. Nothing can take Christ away from us, so nothing can take Happiness away from us! It is ETERNAL life. It is God's gift to us. Thank God, all the sorrows will pass away some of these days. All the trials, all the gloomy days, the days of pain. Over there in His presence, there is coming a great REWARD for living the Christ‑life in this present world. The Lord will give it to those who love Him!

So, if you are not happy, friend, turn to the Beatitudes, Matthew 5, and begin to read verse 3, and go through verse 12, then check up on your life and see if you are living that kind of life. If not, remember, you cannot live it of yourself, for it is CHRIST, living through you. You must RECEIVE JESUS, the gift of God, eternal life. How do you receive it? Just go alone now and pray and look up into His blessed face and say "Lord, I don't believe You want me to live at this poor, dying rate, that You want me to have life and life abundant, this happy life, different from the life of the world. Lord, I want YOU in my heart from this moment on. I believe You, I receive You. I believe You will enter my heart, for You said You would, and You cannot lie. I receive you now, by simple faith, without feeling, simply TRUSTING You to come into my heart, moment by moment living Your life in me."

I guarantee you, things will be different!  Will you do it?
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