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Romans 4:18

I want to speak to you today on The Promises of God. How we need to realize that GOD WILL KEEP His Blessed Word!

We read in Romans 4:18 a wonderful statement about Abraham. “Who in hope believed against hope, that he might becometh father of many nations, according to that which was spoken, so shall thy seed be.” According to that which had been SPOKEN. That means spoken by God. God spoke something to Abraham. Let us go back now to that wonderful story, that story precious to our hearts today if we know the Lord. Abraham lived in a city called Ur of the Chaldees, lying in heathen darkness. Somehow, in a way that we do not know, God spoke and Abraham knew it. Abraham heard what God said. Today, we have a Bible, but Abraham had no Bible.

How God spoke to him, we do not know. An outstanding missionary, a man of God, told of a poor heathen who KNEW JESUS, without ever having heard of Him from a missionary: The Lord Himself had spoken to him. Jesus, Jesus, had come to him in his helplessness. Certainly we ought to carry the Message to them because the Lord has commanded us to do it. But I am wondering about those who, from the human standpoint, never had a single chance. I wonder if the Lord hasn't spoken in such a way, as we know not, even as he spoke to Abraham.  Abraham, I repeat, had no Bible. But some how, God came to Abraham in that heathen city, and gave him a PROMISE. God told him of something He would do for him! And Abraham believed.

Abraham believed! There is the secret of his entire life. There is the secret of his salvation. There is the secret of the blessedness of his name today. You would never have known who Abraham was if it hadn't been for that fact. Faith in God's promises! Reliance upon God's promises!

Abraham, in hope believed against hope to the end that he might become a father of many nations according to that which had been spoken. Abraham's faith was in that promise God made him!

God said, “So shall thy seed be,” and Abraham believed. “And without being weakened in faith he considered his own body now as good as dead, yet LOOKING UNTO THE PROMISE OF GOD, he wavered not through unbelief, but waxed strong through faith, giving glory to God, being fully assured that what He had promised He was able also to perform.” Looking unto the promise of God! Friend, what are you looking at? Are you looking within? Are you looking at your own heart and feelings? Are you looking at your emotions? Abraham didn't. He looked at the promise of God! Are you looking at others? Has someone come along and told of seeing a vision, or hearing a voice, or having some marvelous experience? And you have said, “I didn't experience that, so I must not be saved.” Abraham didn't look at others and their experiences. He looked at the promise of God. Today, all we are to look at is the promise of God, not ourselves, or others. There is salvation, blessedness, eternal life, joy and peace in just the promise of God. Oh, I hope this message will burn its way into our hearts today. God would have us to know this.

Where is Abraham? He is in Heaven.

How did Abraham start out? As a heathen in Ur of the Chaldees.

How did he finally arrive in Heaven? By looking unto the promise of God.

You may say, “I am not saved, but I want to be saved.” Just look at the promise of God. Keep on looking. Never stop looking. Keep your eyes on God and on what He HAS SAID. Believe Him. Rest on His Words. Trust Him. Rely upon His promise, and you'll surely arrive, as Abraham did, in Glory! Abraham was fully assured that what God had promised him, He was able also to PERFORM. He believed God was able to carry out His promises. Do you? Do you believe God is able to save you, though you have sinned and deserve Hell? Do you believe God is able to bring you to Heaven though you are unworthy? None of us is worthy, but listen, it is SINNERS that God saves. He is not saving “good” people. He is saving sinners. You cannot be saved until you acknowledge to God that you are a sinner and need a Saviour.

“Wherefore it was reckoned unto him for righteousness.” Abraham was counted righteous, counted acceptable, counted redeemed, because he looked unto the promise of God to be fulfilled. Beloved, the minute we looked unto the promise of God, our sins were blotted out and we were counted righteous in His sight, through Jesus Christ His Son.

“Now it was not written for his sake alone, that it was reckoned unto him.” God didn't have just Abraham in mind. God is a big God, a great God. He is no respecter of persons, God didn't save Abraham because He wanted Abraham saved and everyone else lost. He wrote that for US, that WE might learn from Abraham that we, too, can be saved just by trusting the promise of God.

“But for our sake also, unto whom it shall be reckoned, who believe on Him that raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was delivered up from our trespasses and raised for our justification."

There are three great truths I want to call to your attention today. First, that God has promised MERCY. Second, that He has promised PARDON. Third, that He has promised GLORY.  

Promise Of Mercy

The fact that God has promised mercy proves that He is not a God Who wants us to be lost. He does not take pleasure in the death of him that dieth. God doesn't want to punish us for our sins.  

What does God want? Listen. “Whereby are given unto us such exceeding great and precious promises that by these we might become partakers, of the divine nature.” That is His will for us.  God says, “Look unto Me and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth, for I am God, and there is none else.” God would have us look unto Him, and be SAVED. Oh, the mercy of our God! Mercy, upon sinners! God is not standing over us with a club, to beat, us the moment we sin. No, God would have us look unto Him. He says, “Come unto Me. Let me talk with you, let me forgive you. Let me save you. Look unto Me, and be saved.”

Jesus says, “Him that cometh unto Me I will in no wise cast out” Have you taken this promise for your very own? God is our Saviour! His arms are extended, welcoming the sinner who simply turns to Him for mercy. He will in no wise cast out any soul who comes to Him. If you have never really turned to God, won't you take this promise right now and believe in Him for mercy, and forgiveness, and salvation. He wants to forgive, even more than you want to be forgiven. He will not cast you out, but will abundantly pardon.

“As many as received Him, to them gave He the right to become the sons of God.” This is a statement about the Lord Jesus. As many as receive Him, welcome Him, let Him into the heart and life, to them He gives the right to become sons of God, “Him that confesseth Me before men, him will I confess before my Father and before the holy angels.” Oh, friends, these promises should be so precious to our souls! Let us lay hold of them. Let us hug them to our bosoms. Let us taste of them. Let us drink deep of them. Let us never let them go! Let us cling to them! God says that faith in His promises will take us to Heaven. To the soul that lays hold of them, these promises are precious. The words “precious” means greatly prized, worth much, very valuable. These promises make the soul that receives them wealthy. But without them, a man is bankrupt whatever he may possess. These promises are precious because they are from One Who cannot fail! They tell us plainly that God is a God of great mercy. God has given a promise of salvation, a promise of eternal life.

Promises Of Pardon

In the First Epistle of John, chapter I, verse 7, is another precious promise “The blood of Jesus Christ keeps on cleansing us from sin.” Keeps on cleansing us from all sin. Let us translate it that way because it is the accurate way. So many people feel that when they first accepted Jesus and repented of their sins the Lord forgave all their past sins. But now that they are Christians and recognize their failures and sins all along the way, God doesn't forgive them any more. Listen. “The blood of Jesus Christ keeps on cleansing us from all sin.” Oh, the precious, cleansing blood, available for cleansing day by day!

A dying man saw Satan in a vision, and Satan had a paper on which was written a long list of this man's sins. He showed the man the list and asked, “What chance have you when you stand before God in judgment!” The dying man answered, “You have not kept the full account. Opposite every sin in the list, you must write these words: THE BLOOD OF JESUS CHRIST, GOD'S SON, CLEANSETH US FROM ALL, SIN.” Instantly Satan vanished from his sight.

Yes, Satan has to vanish. He can't stand before the blood of the Son of God! And that blood covers any sinner who comes to Christ for salvation, for forgiveness, for reconciliation with God, for pardon. God has already provided the way. He has made it easy for the sinner to be restored. No matter who the sinner is or what he has done, God loves him and wants his fellowship, wants to forgive, wants to pardon, wants to save and bring him Home to be with Him for Eternity. The way back to God is through the shed blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. Trust in the blood of Christ, shed for your sins on Calvary, and you will be saved. When you depend upon that blood to settle your account with God, you are accepted in God's sight, cleansed from all sin. 

Isn't it a wonderful thing to be clean in the eyes of God! You may say that you don't “feel” clean enough for God's sight. That is true. You don't feel clean, neither do I. All of us have sinned. Paul says, “In many things we do all offend.” That is, we sin, we fall down, and we fail. But it is always comforting to our hearts to realize that the great Apostle Paul claimed to be the chief of sinners, and he wasn't speaking in hyperbole, nor was he speaking simply in deference to others when he said that. He was speaking a fact. He knew that he was a great sinner. Everyone realizing his sin in the eyes of a holy God realizes he is a great sinner! It is part of the character of God to forgive sin, and Paul realized that and entered into it and gloried in the grace of God greater than all his sin!

Promises Of Glory

But wait. Not only is there the promise of MERCY. Not only is there the promise of PARDON. But there is the promise of GLORY, to those who simply believe Him! What greater glory could there be than to have Jesus receive you unto Himself! Jesus said, “I will receive you unto myself, that where I am there ye may be also.” John 14.

The son of a Belgian pastor was studying medicine in preparation for the mission field but was sentenced to execution in the Great War. Before he died he wrote these words: “In a few hours I shall no longer be on this earth in misery and war, but in the glorious and peaceful palace of my Creator and Saviour. Dear friends, I am saying to you, not Good‑bye, but just Good‑night, for we shall see each other again on high and be reunited forever. I think again with pleasure of the blessed times we have had together. I ask you to sing the hymn, “Blest Be the Tie That Binds” at one of your meetings, thinking of me for the last time. I want to send you a message. God holds the destiny of each one of us in His Hands, and when He calls us to appear before Him, let us be ready to answer Him in all circumstances, here I am, Lord.” Then he was led out to execution.

You can't kill a man like that! Death is the Doorway to Heaven for the child of God! For us it may be death, or the second coming of the Lord. In either case, Jesus will come for us, and He will see that we get to Heaven. He will take us home. Jesus SAID He would do this for us. It was a PROMISE. If you looked into the blessed face of Christ, and He spoke words of forgiveness and promised you salvation, would you doubt Him? No, you would cling to those words of your Saviour above everything else in life.

Abraham, by faith, looked unto the PROMISES OF GOD. He believed them, he reckoned them true, and he looked forward to their fulfillment. Abraham knew that what God had promised He was able to perform.

In the same way, I am looking unto the promises of God for my salvation. I know that what God has promised, He is able to perform. Because He has SAID it, I am looking to His promise for complete mercy and pardon, and for glory. Oh, we can't know the glory of that moment when Christ will take us Home to live with Him forever!

Friend, are you looking to Him? Are you trusting His promise? If not, will you do it right now? Will you do it?
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