THE PRESENT CONDITION OF THE CHURCH---A SIGN OF THE TIMES
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Second Timothy 3

Will you turn with me, friends, to Second Timothy 3, and we are dealing today with the present CONDITION OF THE CHURCH as a sign of the times in which we live, and, we believe, of the soon coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

You know, we are living in strange days. More people belong to the church than ever before in history. The published account of the numbers of people joining churches is amazing. And yet, with it all, there is so little of REAL CHRISTIANITY. That is my experience as an evangelist. To many people today "church membership" is simply an adjunct to life, something added to the ordinary affairs of life, just one facet of life.

But in the New Testament, Christianity and Salvation are everything! Allegiance to Jesus is everything! Christ, in the words of Paul, is ALL! Christ is ALL to every child of God. Jesus is LORD; He is the Master and we are the slaves, bondslaves. The one thing in our lives is to DO THE WILL of our blessed Lord.

The world is tugging at the church today. Much of it is because THE DOCTRINES OF THE BIBLE are not believed and preached, in all of their purity as we find them in the Bible,

The Creation of the World BY THE SPOKEN UTTERANCE OF GOD is taught in the Bible. But today "evolution" is in the minds of the people, and people either directly doubt the creation of the world by the spoken word of God, or, they just don't think much about it. They take the Bible as being just another book and filled with errors. But the Bible teaches that THE WORLD WAS CREATED by the SPOKEN word of God.

The Bible teaches the doctrine of Original Sin, that men are BORN sinful.

The Bible teaches the Total Depravity of every human heart, that no person is capable of saving himself, of coming to God and heaven by changing himself; that he needs an Agency outside of himself to change him, and that is God.

The Bible teaches Redemption BY BLOOD. The only way of salvation is through THE BLOOD of JESUS CHRIST. The only way we can receive forgiveness is through His Sacrifice.

The Bible teaches Regeneration by the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit of God is the only Agent whereby we can be saved and have our hearts and lives changed.

The Bible teaches Salvation by Faith alone, salvation by just believing on the Lord Jesus.

The Bible teaches that Good Works Accompany Salvation. That is, after we have been saved, God will be first in our lives. There will be allegiance to the Lord, taking up our cross daily and following Him, putting His work and His will and His plans first in our lives.

The Bible teaches the Resurrection of the Body from the dead. The bodies of all believers shall be raised from the dead to a happy world.

The Bible teaches the Second Coming of Christ. There are churches that have had sermons preached for years, and have NEVER had anything about the Second Coming of Christ. Yet much of the Bible is taken up with that truth!

The Bible teaches the Blessedness of Heaven and wonderful truths about the next world. Many people think, "Oh, let that world take care of itself." But, friends, a real child of God has a longing in his heart for the blessedness of heaven.

The Bible teaches the Sorrows of Hell and gives awful warnings to the unsaved of the result of their lives if they go on without God.

Now, Jesus said in Luke 18, "When the Son of Man cometh, shall He find The Faith on the earth?" The question implies a negative answer: there will be VERY LITTLE of the real Faith on the earth at His Return, when He comes back to this world again.

The Bible teaches that every man is a lost, ruined, helpless sinner and that God alone can save him. But do people generally, in our churches, believe that today? Do they BELIEVE that without God they are lost, ruined, helpless sinners and that God alone can save them?

The other day I was in a church meeting and they were singing the hymn, "Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved A WRETCH LIKE ME." That word "wretch" stopped my thinking, as they went on singing. I thought, "How many of us sitting in this audience this morning BELIEVE that apart from the GRACE OF GOD we are WRETCHES, absolutely WRETCHED, miserable, lost, ruined, helpless? We would magnify God's Grace if we believed that! We SING "Amazing Grace" today, but we don't BELIEVE what the writer of that song really believed: that we ARE wretches, apart from the GRACE OF GOD.

Paul said at the close of his great seventh chapter of Romans, "0 WRETCHED man that I am! Who shall deliver me from the body of this death?"

I say to you, my friends, every person outside of the grace of God is a WRETCHED PERSON. The Bible teaches that GOD ALONE can save men. Do you believe that, that outside of Christ YOU are a lost ruined, hopeless SINNER? That only in Christ is there salvation for you? That you are a wretched person, lost and undone, LOST, FOR ALL ETERNITY apart from Christ's REDEMPTION? That is the teaching of the Bible.

The Bible teaches that God depends only upon His Spirit to save men by REGENERATION, giving them a new heart like God's. God says, "Not by might, nor by power, but BY MY SPIRIT, saith the Lord." The work of God is done by the Holy Spirit entering the human heart. But people today are depending on themselves, on something physical, something they DO, or that others do, to bring them to heaven! If your religion, friends, is dependent upon flesh and human beings, it is a hopeless thing. It is only by the Spirit of God that you can be saved. You cannot save yourself. You cannot save your loved ones. Only the Spirit of God entering the heart can do it.

The Bible teaches that the one and only Instrument that the Spirit can use, and does use, is the Word of God, the Scriptures. Paul wrote to Timothy and said, "Preach the WORD." And he writes that to very preacher and Sun​day School teacher and evangelist and Christian worker today. He is saying to ME, and He is saying to YOU, to PREACH THE WORD.

So many churches today minimize the preaching of the Word and go in for athletics and for entertainments and socials. We are saying today, "Our young people have to be entertained," and we emphasize the social aspect ABOVE THE SPIRITUAL.

And that is one difference between the New Testament church and the church today: the church today depends on the natural, and the church of the New Testament depends on the supernatural. A false church depends on natural plans and ideas and developments, but a spiritual church depends on the supernatural, the working of God's Spirit through the Word, through prayer, through faithful Christian testimony.

A young convert recently asked this question: "Where are real Christians? I read in my New Testament what a Christian is, and what a Christian ought to be, and I don't see any today. Where are the real Christians?"

My question is, "Where is THE HOLY SPIRIT in our churches today?" Look around in your church. You will ask the same question, "Where is the Spirit of God?" In conversions, in conviction, in regeneration, in belief in the Bible, in the preaching of the Bible.

So many churches today have NO MESSAGE FROM GOD unto a lost world! Expository preaching is not generally done. People need to know what GOD HAS TO SAY. Politics, science, literature, philosophy and all that sort of thing are very good in a classroom; but it should NOT TAKE THE PLACE of the WORD OF GOD in the house of God! No message from GOD in our churches today? Because of this our churches are weak, depending on "creaking machinery" instead of the power of God's Holy Spirit. You can ignore God's Spirit. You can listen, in your church, to wise men. You can follow plans that are worldly. You can organize your church to the last degree. But IF GOD'S SPIRIT does not come, there is DEATH written over it all!

Jesus paints us a picture of an ORTHODOX BUT DEAD church. We have Jesus in Revelation 2 and 3, walking up and down in the midst of the churches, and He says to the Laodicean church, (3:17), "Thou sayest that thou art rich and increased in goods and have need of nothing."

Sounds like a modern church, doesn't it? Rich. Money everywhere. Great, beautiful buildings. Increased in goods. Never in history has there been so much building going on, of beautiful churches. I am not speaking against those things; I am simply saying, beloved, WHAT ARE beautiful churches and riches and self‑contentment IF GOD isn't there in SAVING power? If the Word isn't preached, in the power of the Holy Spirit, and if LIVES aren't TRANSFORMED? If souls are not saved, if there is no conviction of SIN? If lives aren't REGENERATED?

Jesus said, "Thou art rich and increased in goods, and you think you have need of nothing. YOU KNOW NOT THAT YOU ARE WRETCHED, MISERABLE, POOR, BLIND, AND NAKED."

Those are five, tremendous, descriptive words, of the condition of a church that is VERY ORTHODOX, self‑satisfied. NO CHRIST in it. NO HOLY SPIRIT in it. NO POWER or WORD OF GOD in it. "Thou knowest not that thou art wretched, miserable, poor, blind and naked." That is a terrible statement, isn't it? Yet that is the condition of so many churches today! Self‑satisfied! Rich, but POOR! Rich in the things of this world, but poor in the sight of God.

In the church of Laodicea Jesus finds a strange mixture: "a little cold, a little hot." Neither cold toward Him, nor hot FOR Him!

How is it with your church? Among the things that Christ cannot stand, LUKEWARMNESS is one! Nobody likes lukewarmness. A love affair cannot be lukewarm; it must be either hot or cold. An athlete cannot make the grade unless he is either hot or cold.

Lukewarmness in business will not lead to success; a man has got to be either hot or cold. And Jesus despises lukewarmness in religion. He says, "I wish thou wert cold or hot, and because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of My Mouth." In other words, lukewarmness makes Him sick.

Well, we have come to the end of our time, friends, but remember; Jesus says in Luke 18 that there will be LITTLE GENUINE FAITH on the earth when the Son of Man comes back again. Today we have a lot of "religion" but VERY LITTLE REAL FAITH. Where there is real faith, there will be earnestness and seriousness and enthusiasm for genuine revival, and for soul‑winning, and for the Scriptures, and for the work of God! Until that comes, by the Power of the Holy Spirit through the Word, many churches are like the one spoken of by our Lord Jesus: "Thou hast a name that thou livest, but art DEAD."

May we search our own hearts and see if we are lukewarm toward Jesus! God help us to pay the price for a holy, dynamic, Christian life, AS TRUE BELIEVERS AND FOLLOWERS OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, loving, seeking, winning others to Him!
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