THE PRECIOUS BLOOD OF CHRIST
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I Peter 1:18-19

"The Precious Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ." This is the foundation of it all. There are four thoughts I want to dis​cuss about the blood of Christ: The VALUE of the blood, the VINDICA​TION of God's Holiness by the blood, the REVELATION of God's heart in the blood of Jesus Christ, and our SAFETY in the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ.

"The Value of the Blood" 

First, the value of the blood of Jesus. In I Peter 1:18-19, Peter says, "Foras​much as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conver​sation received by tradition from your fathers; But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot."  We are redeemed by "the precious blood of Christ." Notice that the word "blood" is qualified by the word "precious." I checked my Greek testament and found the word "precious" meant, "to be valuable." "Of value" is the real root word. Valuable blood. The most valuable possession any human being can gain is what Christ bought by His blood: deliv​erance, freedom, and total release from all judgment, guilt, and condemnation. It is distinct from any other blood. All the blood of every human being could not pay for my sins. The blood of my wife could not pay for my sins, nor could the blood of my daughter. It has been estimated that there have been 77 bil​lion people on this earth. All their blood put together could never pay for my sins. It took the blood of God. We must understand that. This is precious blood. It is the blood of Deity.

Even if I gave my own blood, my own life, it could not save me. If all people gave their lives for me, it couldn't save me. But when Jesus came down and went to the cross and gave His blood, one drop of it could wipe out all human sin. There are three values of life in an ascending scale: animal, human and Deity. An animal's life has not the value of human life. Kill a dog and you may be fined, but kill a man and it is far more serious. It is recognized by all that an animal's life has not the value equiva​lent to that of a human being. So, "It is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sin." But the blood of Christ, being the blood of God, has such value it not only could, but did take away the sin of every human being of the entire human race. Even Hitler could have been saved. When John was talking about the Lord Jesus, he said, "Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world" (John 1:29). That means everybody in the world who has ever lived or ever will live. 

"Remission of Sins"

Why is the blood of Jesus called pre​cious? The first reason is because it removed all my sins. It remitted my sins. Matthew 26:28, "For this is my blood of the New Testament (covenant), which is shed for many for the remis​sion of sins." Now you have that in the Lord's Supper. The cup (the wine that we drink) represents the blood of Jesus, that blood that was shed "for the remis​sion of sins." The word "remission" means, literally, "the removal of sins." When you trust the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, God gives you a covenant. Covenant means "an arrangement be​tween two." God made an arrangement between Himself and me through the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, whereby my sins were removed from me and now when I trust Christ's blood, God can come in and fellowship with me. So, there is removal of sin through the blood of Jesus.

"Inadequate Conception of Sin" 

The problem today is an inadequate conception of what sin really is. The other day they had a television talk show. They were talking about the awful sin of sex among teenagers. Some mother was talking about her teenage daughters and how our young people are caught up in this sex mania all over the world. What an awful battle it is today. Our teenagers are drowning in sin because people don't realize that sin is a deadly thing. Sin kills. Sin de​stroys. Sin is poisonous.

You look at television and you get sick of all the sin that is poured out. I sometimes say, "Don't you have any​thing good to say at all? Isn't there anything good in this world whatsoever that you could talk about?" So much of the talk is about the sins of men. We have gotten so used to it. We don't have an adequate conception of sin. We need to realize that one evil thought is repul​sive and abhorrent to God.

Even those of us who are Christians have to watch ourselves. We find our​selves in sin. Not that we are sinning outwardly, but inwardly. The older I get the more I realize that everybody in the world is a sinner. You have some who sin greater than others, but the best Christian is a sinner in the eyes of this holy God, for He is absolutely holy and we are sinners. There is no perfect person on earth. That is what makes it so wonderful that He would come down to me, that He would send His Son to give His blood in order to save me, a sinner. How wonderful it is to have my sins removed by the blood of Jesus! So, Child of God, when you see your sin, run to the cross and remember the blood of Jesus removes those sins. Don't let those sins hound you, condemn you, and destroy you, but claim the precious blood atonement of Jesus.

The longer I live the more I realize my own sinfulness in the presence of God. Don't tell me you are walking with God if you don't realize your sins because we all are sinners. You will realize your sins in the presence of God. 

"Life"

The second precious value of the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ is life. He gave me life through His blood. In John 6:54 Jesus said, "Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day." When you come and claim nothing but that blood atonement of Jesus (not what you have done, can do, or will do), nothing but the precious blood, and you meditate upon that precious blood like you go to the table and eat food (You take that food and make it a part of your soul, mind and thoughts. You think constantly about the blood atonement of Jesus and how it paid for your sins), God gives to you His own divine life. You are living when you trust in that precious blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. He gives you life, His own uncreated life, the life of heaven.

"SIN"

Romans 3:23 talks about sin, "For all have sinned and (continually) come short of the glory of God." I was saved almost 63 years ago on that porch when I believed on Christ and trusted His precious blood. All these years that I have been saved, the best I've done I've come short of what I ought to be, come short of God's standard, and come short of what I'm going to be. Nobody ever makes it. You say, "Isn't that discour​aging?" Not when you know the truth. God saves us by trusting only in Christ's death, but is going to reward what we do even though we are sinners and failing. He is going to reward it in the glorious day when we meet Him at the Judgment Seat of Christ. He will re​ward our imperfect service which we allow Him to do through us in love.

Sin is an affront to God personally. You not only hurt yourself, your loved ones, and your friends when you sin, but you hurt God above all. "Against thee and thee only have I sinned," said David when he was talking about his sin. Didn't he sin against Bathsheba? Yes. Didn't he sin against the children? Yes. Didn't he sin against his subjects? Yes. But it didn't amount to anything compared with his sinning against this holy, wonderful Being called God. 

"Propitiation"

The third value of Christ's precious blood is propitiation or satisfaction, appeasement. We have that in Romans 3:25, "Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood." When Jesus Christ died on the cross, God said, "That blood of His appeased all my wrath against sin. I was com​pletely pleased with what He did. Now, Jess, I can come to you as though you had never sinned." He is the appeaser. He is the satisfaction for your sins.

Jesus satisfied the debt of my sins when He died on the cross. God is satisfied about my sin. There is no war between God and me. It is all settled by what Jesus did on the cross. How precious that is! That is one of the great, precious values of that blood atonement Jesus made on the cross.

"Made Nigh"

The next great value of the blood of Christ is found in Ephesians 2:13, "But now in Christ Jesus ye (Gentiles) who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ?" The people of Israel were near unto God because God brought them unto Himself, but we Gentiles can not go back any farther than the Bible. We had nothing. But God had us in mind and when Jesus Christ died, He took all of us Gentiles and drew us near unto Himself. How precious it is now that we are heirs of all the promises God ever made. No Jew and no people of Israel have any more promises than we have because the blood of Christ took all of us Gentiles and our sins and made us nigh unto Himself. It brought us into the presence of God. How precious that is! It is not what we do that brings us into God's presence uncondemned; it is Christ's death on the cross.

"Purged Conscience"

The next great blessing and value of the blood of Jesus Christ is a purged conscience or a cleansed conscience. Do you ever have your conscience tell you about your sins? Do you ever get troubled about sin? Sure you do. He​brews 9:14, "How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eter​nal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?" The blood of Christ purges the con​science.

Are you condemned about your sin? Go to the cross and believe that in those 6 hours when Jesus died and shed His blood that your sins were completely wiped out from the presence of God. Believe that because this is what God said. The result will be that you will no longer have the consciousness of being a sinner before God. That doesn't mean if you are a Christian you won't have the consciousness of sin when you have an evil thought or speak an evil word or do a wrong deed. It means that because of that blood atonement, you believe God's Word that it paid your way all the way to heaven, and God no longer deals with you as a sinner. He deals with you as a son.

The Christian life you live is a differ​ent matter, altogether. A Christian sins but he knows he is not a lost sinner. He is a saved sinner, saved by the blood of Christ. When he acknowledges his sins as a Christian, God is faithful and just to forgive him and cleanse him from all unrighteousness because the blood has already paid his way all the way into heaven.

A purged conscience. I have a very sensitive conscience. Nobody has to tell me when I sin. When I have an evil thought, I know it instantly and I don't take it any longer than I can confess it. If I have a wrong word or a wrong deed or a wrong attitude, I confess it imme​diately, but all the while I know that I am not condemned to go to hell because of these sins because on that cross Jesus Christ paid for those sins with His blood. I have a purged conscience as far as being a lost sinner before God. I stand in the righteousness of Jesus Christ Himself, even though I am a sinner as a Christian. A purged conscience, that is the meaning of that passage. Jesus did it. It is not something I do. After I am a Christian, I confess my sin on the basis of what He did by His precious blood. God can forgive me any sin I commit as a Christian. Now, it will always grieve me and I'm going to try to live as holy a life as I can live but, "If we confess our sins, (thank God) he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteous​ness."

I preached on this in a church in the morning service. In the evening I went back to preach and a little lady came to me and said, "Well, this morning when you got through preaching I went home and I unloaded a mass of guilt that I am not carrying any longer." Isn't that great? When you look at that cross and believe, friends, that's it. This is the basis of the whole Gospel. This is the basis of the Bible. This is the central truth of the Christian faith that Jesus Christ, in six hours with His blood, paid for the sin of everyone who will believe on Him. You don't stand any longer as a condemned sinner in the eyes of God. As by your believing, Christ settled it. You have a purged conscience.

"Boldness"

The next value is boldness to go into God's presence. Hebrews 10:19, "Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus." "The holiest" means "the pres​ence of God." So now I have boldness to walk into the presence of God even though I am continually coming short because of the blood atonement that Jesus made. Not because of anything I do, not because of anything I, particu​larly, think I am, but because of what He did when He shed His blood. How precious is the blood of Christ that will take a sinner, into the very presence of God, uncondemned. "If thou shalt love a wretch like me and be the God Thou art is darkness to my intellect but is sun​shine to my heart." Isn't that blessed? "Continual Cleansing"

The next value of His precious blood is in I John 1:7, one of my favorite verses in the Bible. He bought redemp​tion for me and removed my sins, but what about the sins I commit as a Christian? There is continual cleansing through that blood.

I John 1:7, "But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth (keeps on cleansing) us from all sin." God looks down on this earth and sees a group of people out of this world who are saved and believe on the blood of His Son and God has provided a contin​ual cleansing even though we are con​tinually sinners in actual experience. In our standing we stand perfect through that blood atonement. Thank God there is cleansing provided.

I John 1:9 "If we confess our sins (as believers), he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. " Why? Be​cause the blood has already been shed. When I have an evil thought, I confess it to God. I don't have to pray and agonize and cry. I say, "Thank God Jesus paid for it on the cross. Thank God I am forgiven." I don't have to beg God. If you trust Jesus' blood and you sin, confess it, acknowledge it as sin. When you do, God is faithful and just to forgive you and cleanse you from all unrighteousness. He has to do it. He is right to do it. He would be wrong if he didn't because He Himself said, "The Son has paid your way all the way into heaven." Isn't that beautiful? So, all the Child of God does when he is con​demned for his sin is acknowledge it, and when he does, that precious blood has already been paid, and is providing "a fountain for sin and uncleanness," as Zechariah says in Zechariah 13.

”Guarantee of Heaven"

The next value of the blood, and the last one that I will discuss (There are many, but I had to reduce it to these) is a guarantee of heaven. That blood has opened the doors of heaven to me and to every believer. Revelation 7:14-15, "And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest, And he said to me, These are they which came out of the great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb Therefore are they before the throne of God." Here are a group of people who were once sinners on the earth even as you and I, but now they are in heaven. They are in that world where nobody sins: nobody thinks wrong, or does wrong. Haw can they who are always thinking wrong, doing wrong and speak​ing wrong go to heaven where there is a God who never thinks wrong or speaks wrong or does wrong and there are people and angels and beings there who only think right and speak right and do right? How do they get there? "They washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb." What does that mean? It means to trust alone what God says in this Book about the blood of His Son. I don't understand all about the blood atonement, but I do understand it is God's way. God Him​self says that on that cross Jesus paid my way all the way to the throne of God and when I trust Him as my Saviour, I have washed my robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. I'm dressed up in the righteousness of Jesus. He exchanged places with me and every human being. He took my sinner's place; I get the Son's place. II Corinthi​ans 5:21 "For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him."

Praise God I have washed my robes and made them white. Does that mean I go out and say, "I'm going to be a good church member and I'm going to live a religious life?" No. Believe what God says that on that cross His Son did the entire job in six hours. It will get you into the fold in absolute white. This is the foundational truth of the Gospel. This is the Gospel of Christ, the valued blood of Jesus. Will you try to say, "I'm going to be saved by my good works, I'm going to be saved because I go to church and I help build a building or I'm a deacon or I'm a Sunday School teacher or I'm an evangelist or a pastor?" How ridiculous when you stand at the foot of the cross and see the Son of God bleed​ing and dying for your sins to get you into heaven. Nobody adds anything to what He did. He did it. That is why He triumphantly said on the cross one Greek word, "Tetelestai (It is fin​ished)" What was finished? Everything needed to get any sinner to heaven was finished by Jesus on that cross and all God requires of me in order to have it for my own is to believe it and love Him in return. Salvation is faith that works by love.

"Vindicates God's Holiness" 

The second thought I want to discuss is that the precious blood of Christ vin​dicates the holiness of God. God is holy. He hates sin. He abhors sin. You think of the most abhorrent thing you can think about and it doesn't come anywhere near what one evil thought is to God. We need to know what we are and what sin is and how holy God is. We have gotten away from that in the world today and that is why the world is drowning in sin. "Our God is a con​suming fire. " That means he hits sin. He doesn't play with it, He kills it. The only difference is instead of killing us for our sins, He killed His Son. I can love a God like that. He is vindicating His holiness and out of his holiness comes His righteousness.

Holiness is His character. He always hates sin. Don't expect God to change. He will never change. We have to change. We change when we believe on Christ and receive Him, and He comes into our hearts.

God's righteousness is the fact that in His action toward us, He is always right. We are living in a world today that doesn't know this about God. So people say, "I can do anything I want to do, whether it is written in the Book or not." You have to meet God with your sins. We are in a world that is drowning because of adultery and fornication. If you don't have God and Christ, you are not going to make it. You will go under for sure. The flesh cannot handle it.

Out of God's holy character comes His righteous acts and out of His right​eous acts comes His inevitable judg​ment upon sin. He judged Jesus on that cross in six hours. If we don't receive Jesus and begin to live a holy life (which is not a perfect life, but a life devoted to Jesus Christ), then God's judgment will strike us. He is going to judge the world. This world is headed for doom. God is going to destroy unbelievers and all sinners out of the earth. That is Scripture.

The blood of Jesus vindicates God's holiness in that instead of striking me or any human He struck His Son. And if God hit His Son because of sin, then He hates sin. The next time you are tempted to do something that is wrong, look at the cross and remember that sin cost Jesus His blood, His life.

"God's Loving Heart"

The third point is it reveals the loving heart of God. You say, "Well, how can God love a world if He is going to judge a world?" Because we make our choice as to which way we are going. God is not going to change His character. God is determined to live holy. But He loves us. "For God so loved the world, that He gave his only begotten son."  What does that mean? He sent Him to a cross to die and pay with His blood for your sins and mine. Do you think that if we do not trust that blessed Jesus and receive Him as Saviour and make Him Lord of our lives that God is going to let us get by? Never. He struck His Son and He will strike every sinner that is outside the faith in Jesus Christ. God's love for a lost world was revealed at the cross in that instead of striking us, He struck His Son and gave Jesus to die for us.

"Safety of the Blood"

My last point is the safety of that precious blood. The only place of safety is the blood atonement of Jesus Christ. Outside of that cross, there is wrath. The fire of God's anger at sin burned out at the cross. If you kneel at the cross as a sinner and receive the blood atone​ment of Jesus and give your heart and life and love to Him Who died for you, the fire will never hit you. The only safety is in the blood of that cross.

You remember the night of the Pass​over in Exodus 12. The people of Israel were in bondage in Egypt. God was going to deliver them. He said to His people of Israel, "Tonight My destroy​ing angel will come through the land and will destroy all the first born of those who do not have the blood. But I want you, my people, to take a lamb and cut its throat and catch the blood in a basin, take a hyssop sprig and sprinkle the blood on the lintel and side of the door of your home, and tonight, as the destroying angel comes through the land, when I see the blood, I will pass over you."

That night I can hear the destroying angel up the block from my house and I can hear the screams in every one of the houses as the destroying angel en​ters in where there is no blood and kills the first born. In every house where there is no blood, there is death. He comes to the house where there is blood and there is no scream. He leaps over that house and goes to the next. The word Passover, pesach in Hebrew, means, "to leap over (literally) and spare" "When I see the blood." He didn't say, "When I see the color of your face, or how well dressed you are, or what your religious position may be, or what your possessions are, or how religious you are, or what you do or don't do." There is only one thing that kept God's de​stroying angel from striking death in that home that night and that was blood on the outside. They were safe under the shelter of the blood. That is a picture from God.

Paul said, "For even Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us" (I Corinthians 5:7). When you put your trust in that blood atonement of Jesus (and nothing else) for salvation, God will pass over you and never strike you because He struck His Son in your place. When you take Him at His word, you are saved and secure forever and can sing, "Under the blood of Jesus,/ Safe in the Shep​herd's fold;/ Under the blood of Jesus,/ Safe while the ages roll;/ Safe though the world may crumble,/ Safe though the stars grow dim;/ Under the blood of Jesus,/ I am secure in Him."

I have lived 83 years in this world. I have been a Christian for 63 years and have sought to serve God, but this has nothing in the world to do with getting me to heaven. It is the blood that gets me in. I am safe under the blood of Jesus. God says so.

"A Wealthy Englishman"

Let me relate a story to you. There was a wealthy man in England. His wife died. They had a son. He needed some​body to look after his boy because there was nobody else left in the family. So he got a housekeeper to come in and look after the boy from his earliest days until he was grown. When the boy became a young man, he died. It threw his wealthy father into deep depression. Finally, he died. When they tried to find his will, they could not find it anywhere. So, legally, they decided to sell his posses​sions in order to pay off his bills.

On the day that all of his possessions were being sold, the little housekeeper who had looked after the boy all those years and had loved him dearly went down to see some of the possessions because of the memories. She didn't have much money. As things of great value were being sold right and left, she saw a little picture of the boy. She took much of her possessions and bought that picture. She took it home and cleaned it. As she opened the back of the picture, out fell some papers. They contained the will of this man. He wrote, "I give all my possessions to the person who loves my son enough to buy this picture."

My beloved friends, the God of heaven falls all over Himself when He can find anybody who will love His Son enough to trust Him alone as Saviour and Lord and give his life to the Lord Jesus Christ. John 3:16, "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begot​ten Son, that whoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life."

Jesus Christ is saying to each of us, "My blood is My life that I give for the life of this world. I give My life that out of it you might be saved and come to heaven and live with me forever." We are saved by faith in His blood" (Romans 3:25). Four wonderful words that will bring you to heaven. 

"Warning"

I have one word of warning. In Hebrews 10:26, God's Word says to every human being. "If we go on sin​ning willfully (in rejection of Christ,) there remaineth no more sacrifice for sin. " There comes a day when some cannot receive Jesus and His blood will not avail. For they have "trodden under foot the Son of God, and have counted the blood of His covenant a common thing." What does that mean? It was the blood of God on that cross, not the blood of a man. My blood is common and so is yours. But that blood on that cross was the blood of God Who came down and gave the value of His life to pay for our sins. When Jesus came to pay my debt, it cost Him His life. He went to the cross and He emptied His veins and gave His blood in order that I might be saved. That is the only safety for any one of us.

Any person who would dare die with​out coming to Christ with all sincerity and trusting His blood and putting his faith in that blood and then serving Him in a life of love because of what He did for us, is making that blood of Jesus just common and ordinary instead of the blood of Deity given to save our pre​cious souls.

If you are not absolutely sure that you are safe under the shelter of the blood of Christ, throw away everything you have ever trusted in and trust in His blood, alone. Believe that blood paid for your sins, confess Him as your Saviour, and from this day on, give your life in service of love to the Saviour Who died for you.
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