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Acts 2:37

What excuse do you have for being a weak Christian? The Lord is the Source of all power, and every Christian may have His power, great power, exceeding great power. It is for us! And God wants us to know it. We ought to cry to God for more power; we need it or we faint in the spiritual walk. Each day brings us into conflict, in some, way, with the world, the flesh and the devil. How are we to withstand? How are we to be over comers? How can we take the “offensives” in life, and not merely resist but aggressively go out and make gains for Christ, winning souls, and going forward in the fight?

Christian, if you really know the Lord in real fellowship, you long for more power! There is power in BIBLE STUDY and there is no spiritual power without it! People pray for more power, and then neglect the Bible. People pray for fruit, and neglect the Seed, which is in the Word. People pray for the power to melt hearts of stone and break stubborn wills, and they neglect the Word, which is the Fire, and a Hammer that breaketh the rock to pieces! They pray for power to withstand temptations, and they don't feed and strengthen their souls in the Word. You only feed upon ashes, if you expect spiritual strength from this world's diet of magazines and news​papers. And let me say here that no Christian can have power reading the Word AND some of these modern, filthy novels full of dirt and shame. It just can't be done. People pray for more light, and sit in darkness with the light in reach, they reach for a magazine in​stead of the Scriptures. The entrance of MY WORD, the Lord says, giveth light! The Word will give you real light on war, on liquor, on the race problem, on sin, on salvation. Listen, the Word of God shall never pass away. Forever is His Word settled in Heaven. If we once get that fact settled in our minds and hearts, the Word of God will become a new Book to us and we will not neglect it, knowing that it is the God‑breathed Book, the Word of God, the written revelation of the mind and will of God.

God makes it plain in His Word that MEN ARE LOST. Acts 2:37.  “Now when they heard this they were pricked in their hearts. And they said unto Peter and the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?” Why were they pricked in their hearts? What pro​duced this? THE WORD OF GOD. Peter's sermon was the Scriptures!

Do you preach and get no souls? Do you teach and get no souls? Do you wit​ness and get no souls? Then GIVE THEM THE WORD OF GOD. It is a good thing to pray, and to speak for Christ, and to live for Christ, but these things will not accomplish what THE WORD OF GOD was intended to ac​complish. God sends forth power through HIS WORD. If you want power to convict men, GIVE THEM THE WORD OF GOD.

Produces The New Birth

First Peter 1. “Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the Word of God which liveth and abideth forever.” James 1: “Of His own will begat He us through the Word of truth.

Jerry McAuley, founder of the famous Jerry McAuley Mission, was saved while hunting for a text!

Charles Coates, condemned to die in Georgia's electric chair, was saved read​ing the Bible in his death cell.

Do you want to be born again and know it? READ YOUR BIBLE. The new birth is God planting His own na​ture within us. He does this through the Word. He gives the new birth to those who read and trust His Word.

Second Peter 1:4 – “That through these ye may become partakers of the divine nature.”

Brings Faith

God's Word brings faith. Faith is not something “mysterious.” Faith comes from God, through the Word. Rom. 10:17. “Faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the Word of God.” To be saved, we must hear the Word and rely on it.  “Every word of God is pure.” “God can​ not lie.” I believe in having feelings, but feelings based on the Word of God. I read what He says. I know he cannot lie. Therefore I have rest and peace in my heart. I know God will keep His promise, so I don't worry about it. I just depend upon Him to fulfill what He says He would do. My worrying and doubting doesn't change God's promise one bit. So I leave it in His Hands, trusting Him, not looking for any un​usual feeling. God didn't say you were to expect a feeling, anyway. But He did say TO TRUST HIM! Turn your​ self over to Him, your soul, your salva​tion, your life hereafter, everything; that is faith, and there's nothing mysterious about it. Real faith comes when we have read His Word and believed Him. Faith comes through the Word. If you are un​satisfied about your faith, read your Bible and believe God. God will honor that sincere desire to know Him and set​tle the matter of your relationship with Christ.

He will give you faith for salvation, faith for victory in the Christian life, faith for answered prayer. First John 5:14, 15  “This is the confidence we have toward Him, that if we ask anything ac​cording to His will He heareth us.” We kneel and say, “Father, I have con​fidence and as a son I ask this thing of Thee. If this is according to Thy will, I believe Thou wilt give it to me.”

George Mueller always prayed with his finger on a promise. How many times the larder was empty, no food, and empty plates before those orphan children, and the old man of God put his finger on the Bible promise and said “O God, You said You'd be a Father to the orphans,” and Mueller ALWAYS GOT HIS ANSWER. ALWAYS, GOD NEVER FAILED. GOD ALWAYS HONORED HIS FAITH.

Moody said, “A man will not amount to much unless he has faith.” Faith in God. Reckoning upon God's answer.

Keeps Us Clean

The Word of God has power to keep us clean. Christ gave Himself for the church in order “that He might sanctify and cleans it with the washing of water by the Word. Eph. 5:25, 26. This is a dirty, polluted world in which we live. We are in the world, but we need not be OF THE WORLD. But a Christian is exposed to all manner of uncleanness and filth and pollution. He sees and hears things every day that defile his soul, things that Satan would use to mar and weaken the Christian's relationship with Christ. These things must be cleansed away daily. The Word of God keeps the Christian clean! How important it is to have this time of cleansing every day.

Promotes Growth

First Peter 2:2. “As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the Word, that ye may GROW thereby.” The Word of God will furnish you with all the spiritual vitamins! If you are not GROWING in the Lord, there is something wrong. God gave us this Word that we may FEED it, and obey it and exercise those things that we have learned in it. Daily Bible study will cause you to grow, Christian, and gain strength and spiritual stature.

Gives Wisdom

Everyone has to make decisions. Everyone asks himself, “What should I do in this case?” “What should I not do?” The Bible gives wisdom for any situation in life. The first thing to ask is, “What would please God?” You will learn this from reading His Word. God will give you wisdom to solve your prob​lems, and to avoid problems.

A couple came to me and told me of their trouble, and cried, “Why did this have to happen?” Well, the answer was that they had NEGLECTED THEIR BIBLE.

Someone asked me, “Should I marry this man? He is not a Christian.” The Word of God gives plain counsel on that matter.

A young person wonders if he or she may go to a certain party. If that young person has been reading the Word, he knows that God wants His own young people to come out and be separated from the things of the world.

Someone says, “Is it all right for a Christian to smoke?” Would you smoke if you REALIZED that your body was the temple of the HOLY SPIRIT?

As you read about Christ, notice how He was a Man of One Book--‑the Holy Scriptures. Not only Christ, but also the great Christians whom God used, down through the ages, were people of One Book, the Bible.

David said in Ps. 119, “I have more un​derstanding than all my teachers, for THY TESTIMONIES are my medita​tion”; and again, “I understand more than the ancients, because I keep THY PRECEPTS.”

There are obscure Christians who never make the headlines, whom the world does not know, who have had lit​tle opportunity for formal education, but who KNOW THEIR BIBLE AND KNOW THE LORD. I would rather sit at their feet, and learn of them, than at the feet of professors who know not the Lord and His Word. Where there is a heart that KNOWS GOD, there is real understanding, and wisdom. The wisdom of this world? It is foolishness with God. Read First Corinthians I and 2 and find out what God says about the wisdom of the world. Know your Bible, if you would have real wisdom to meet the problems of life!

Gives Assurance of Salvation

God's Word assures us that we possess eternal life and are saved. “These things have I written unto you that ye may KNOW that ye have eternal life:” I John 5:15. There can be nothing more pre​cious to you than you know to know you have eternal life. And it becomes more precious to you as you near the grave, as the outward man decays, as your body weakens down toward the end of life, as you have to put on glasses, as your hair turns gray, as your physical powers be​gin to fail. And when they do fail? When the body is almost gone and you must close your eyes and slip out into eternity--‑what one thing is most pre​cious to you. LIFE! Eternal LIFE! Realizing that Christ will be there to meet you and that you are a living soul and will live on forever, with HIM! Now where did we get that assurance? Where can we go to find out about eternal life? We go to the Bible. God Himself has written it for us, THAT WE MAY KNOW. HE WANTS US TO HAVE THAT ASSURANCE. “He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life.”
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