THE PICTURE GALLERY OF THE MIND
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Ezekiel 8:7-12

What's On Your Mind?

If modern technology could look into your mind, what would be seen? What pictures are you hiding there that no one else know about?

This message has been going on in my mind for 60 years. I have read a lot of books, mostly theological books, spiritual books, and I don't know of any book that brings this truth as clearly as I would like to bring it to you. All these years, I have tried to explain what God says about sin, so that people could understand it, and so that I could give them the biblical solution to the problem of sin.

Sin is a dangerous enemy. It is a deadly dis​ease, and it will send you to hell if you don't find the Remedy. Only the Lord knows how to handle it.

Ezekiel was a prophet of God living in hea​then Babylon. One day God Almighty spoke to him and said, "I want to take you to Jerusalem and show you what dirty things My people are doing in the dark." And God took him in spirit---not bodily--‑to Jerusalem, and there He showed him the story that is found in chapters 8 and 9. I hope you will read them carefully.

God showed Ezekiel four terrible sins that His people were committing. I am going to talk about only one in this message.

Chapter 8, verse 7: And He brought me to the door of the court; and when I  looked, behold, a hole in the wall. Then He said to me, "Son of man, dig now into the wall. "And when I dug into the wall, behold, a door.

And He said to me, "Go in and see the wicked abominations that they do here." So I went in and saw. And behold, every form of creeping things, abominable beasts, and all the idols of the house of Israel portrayed all around on the walls.

And there stood before them 70 men of the elders of the house of Israel, and in the midst of them stood Jaazaniah the son of Shaphan, with every man his censer in his hand, and a thick cloud of incense went up.

Then He said to me, "Son of man, have you seen what the elders of the house of Israel do in the dark, every man in the chambers of his imagery? For they say, 'The LORD does not see us. The LORD has forsaken the earth’ ”   (Ezekiel 8:8‑12) .

Here was God Almighty, terribly grieved over the sins of His people Israel, whom He had blessed so tremendously. They were committing abominable sins, for which He began to judge them. (Read the next chapter.) And He sent out some of His warriors and leading men to kill all the people who were not the people of God in the city of Jerusalem. 

Let's review what this Scripture says. God said to Ezekiel, "I want you to go down to the wall of the temple. You will see a hole down at the bottom of the wall. Enter into that hole, and you will see a door. It is a door to the rooms where 70 of the elders, the most spiritual people of Israel, are gathered together. You will see what they have portrayed on the walls‑all sorts of things that are an abomination to God, creeping things and idols."

These things they were doing in the dark, for they said, "God does not see in the dark." They thought they could go down under a wall and portray all those ugly, dirty things and God wouldn't see them. I want to remind you that God is everywhere, and He sees everything and knows what is going on.

Verse 12 is my text: He said to me, "Son of man, have you seen what the elders of the house of Israel do in the dark, every man in the chambers of his imagery?" In the Hebrew language, "the chambers of imagery" are literally "picture rooms."

The Mind Is a Picture Gallery

Your mind is a picture room, and I want to remind you that God sees every one of your thoughts.

The Bible teaches that every Christian is indwelt by three Divine Beings--‑the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. This indwelling takes place the moment a person receives Jesus Christ as Savior. That's what it says in John 14. Jesus said the Holy Spirit would come and dwell in the believer. As we read on in that great chapter, we come to Jesus' state​ment, "If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our abode with him" (John 14:23).

So if you are a Christian, you may not realize it, but you carry with you three Divine Beings, around the clock, 24 hours a day. And those three Divine Beings are right there in your mind, watching every thought you have. They see the pictures you portray on the walls of your mind. Your mind is a picture gallery. This is a profound truth.

Christian, you are indwelt by Deity. It is not said of any unsaved person that the Father, Son, and Spirit dwell in that person. But this is true of every born‑again child of God. And your mind is a picture gallery. When you realize this, you will be very careful about the pictures you hang on the walls of your mind--‑the things you think about, the things you dwell on, the things you read, the things you see.

Television Can Be A Curse

One of the biggest curses that has come to the human race is television. It mesmerizes people. And Christians do not realize what they are doing to themselves and to God when they sit and watch some programs on television.

I am not making a blanket condemnation of the medium. I have two TV sets in my house. But I want to tell you something: I am careful about what I look at and what I allow to come into my mind, because the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit live right there.

We all must practice self‑discipline. We can​not allow our minds to be attracted to the evils that are so prevalent in our culture. We must reject what Satan tries to get us to think about. Entertaining a sinful thought is just as sinful as committing the act. Jesus said that if a man looks at a woman to lust after her, he has com​mitted adultery in his heart.

When I spoke of this in conversation, a cul​tured woman said to me, "If that's true, then we are all condemned." That opened the door for further discussion, and I learned that this per​son had been a church member for many years but never knew the gospel. I poured out God's Word to her. I told her how Christ died for our sins, and that people who repent and receive Jesus will be saved. And for the first time in her life, she understood that the only remedy for sin is the blood of Jesus Christ.

There is no other remedy. God says, "The wages of sin is death" (Romans 6:23). Death means separation from Him eternally in hell. Every unsaved person is without Christ and is under the sentence of eternal death. You are a sinner, and I am a sinner, and there are no per​fect people on God's earth. The Bible says, "There is not a just man on earth who does good and does not sin" (Ecclesiastes 7:20).

I am talking about sins inside, not external sins. I am talking about sin in thought. God lives there, and He desires truth in the inward parts (Psalm 51:6). Inside is where sin begins. Some people think they don't sin until they curse or commit adultery or whatever. But nobody commits murder until he thinks about it. Nobody commits adultery until he thinks about it. Sin is generated right there between the two ears. It begins with thought.

Now, this poses a problem. We want to go to heaven, and we want to know God, but God is not like us. I am writing a book on God, because I have concluded that most people do not know what He is like. I've got to write this book--‑if I breathe!

The Bible says, "Our God is a consuming fire!" (Hebrews 12:29.) That is not Old Testament; that is New Testament. What does it mean that God is a fire? What does it mean that He is a consuming fire, a devouring fire?

It means that God is holy. What does the word holy mean to you? We've heard that word all our lives. What does it mean? It means that God never thinks wrong, speaks wrong, or does wrong.

Here is our problem. I am a sinner. I think wrong, speak wrong, and do wrong. And if any​one says that he has no sin, he deceives himself and the truth is not in him (1 John 1:8). If any​one--‑a preacher or anyone else--‑says, "I don't have any sins," he is lying. So how can I--‑a sinner, who thinks wrong, speaks wrong, does wrong‑--expect the holy God to live with me and walk with me and take me to heaven where no one ever thinks wrong, speaks wrong, or does wrong?

The Two Natures

The problem is that we have two natures. There have been only two absolutely righteous men who have ever lived: Adam and Christ. Adam was created righteous, but he fell. Christ was born righteous, always had been, always will be, and never will fall. Bless God!

God created Adam and Eve perfect. They dis​obeyed Him, and then they had a fallen nature. They passed it on to their children. They had two sons, Cain and Abel. Cain murdered Abel. Why did he do that? Fallen nature. He thought about it before he ever did it. Before he killed his brother, he said in his mind, "I hate my brother. I'm going to kill him."

I have seen babies that can't even say "Mama," their faces red with anger, doubling their fists and beating against their mother. That's war. When people and nations kill each other, that's what was already happening there. It was evident in the baby's heart.

Adam and Eve gave that fallen nature to their children, and parents down through the ages, without exception, have passed it on to their children. My parents passed it on to me, and I passed it on to my children. It's called the Adamic nature. It's called the "old man" in the Bible (Romans 6:6; Ephesians 4:22).

It's called the flesh. It's rotten. And when a television program begins to show such trash, and all the adulteries and the rapes and the murders and all the rest of it, I can't look at it. It's the human nature we are born with that causes us to be attracted to such things. The thoughts are there before they come out in actions. No man ever raped a woman until he thought about it. All sin is born inside.

Many Christians do not understand the pro​found truth that we have two natures. Some people think that when they get saved they will never sin again. Or when they do sin, they think they are not saved after all. Both are mis​takes. An unsaved person has only the Adamic nature. He can do things that people call good, but he cannot do things that God calls good. And the chief sin is the rejection of His Son Jesus.

I was born, like my parents, with an Adamic nature. I joined the church when I was 12, but that didn't change it. I was baptized, but that didn't change it. I read the Bible all those years, but that didn't change it. I lived a moral life, but that didn't change it. We are not saved by "being good." The Bible says, "There is none good, no, not one" (Romans 3:10,12)--‑not good enough for heaven. All the good you can do in this world, that others will call good, will not take you to heaven.

So I was born with an evil nature. But at 20 years of age, when my mother died and my heart was plowed up with sorrow, I was a church member and had religion, but I didn't have Christ. I was sitting on my front porch reading my Bible and realized that I didn't have Jesus, and that day I invited Him to come into my heart. And He did!

God's Spirit Indwells Believers

Jesus Christ is in a body at the right hand of God, the only body in heaven. God is Spirit. Angels are spirit. The only body in heaven is Christ's. After He arose from the dead, He was in a body that people could touch and handle. He ate fish, and He ate bread. Spirits don't eat fish and bread, and you can't touch and handle them. And He returned in that body to God in heaven. Thank God, by His Spirit He can come into the heart of every believer, and He does. When He comes in, He lives right there.

In salvation, when you honestly receive Christ as your Savior, He comes in and brings the uncreated life of God. The Holy Spirit comes in and accomplishes the new birth. The Father comes in, to dwell with the Son and the Spirit. They are all there. Read about it in the 14th chapter of the gospel according to John.

If you are now a born‑again believer, you are indwelt by Deity. I hope it will make a change in your life. It did in mine--‑to realize, to think constantly that God lives in my mind. I am very careful where I go and what I do, not because of human beings but because of Deity. I know that I am living in the presence of God. I am liv​ing with God and God is living with me every moment of every day. It's true of you also, even though you may not be aware of it.

I hope you will carry this truth with you from now on, and that you will have this conscious​ness around the clock, that you are indwelt by Deity. It will make a difference in your thinking, your speaking, your actions, where you go, and with whom you associate.

When Christ comes in to dwell, He brings in a new nature. I have two natures. If you are a born‑again believer, you have two natures. If you are not saved, you have only one. You can't go to heaven with that one, because the Adamic nature will go to hell. Only the new life, that new nature that God gives, will go to heaven.

The Lord doesn't change that old nature. It doesn't get converted. It doesn't get any better. I have had the biggest battle with it in the last few years--‑since my wife died. The old flesh. I am not talking about fleshly desires and that sort of thing. I am talking about wanting what I want! This is selfishness. You see, a Christian is a new creation. He doesn't live for himself. He lives for Christ and others. If we are real Christians, that's what we are supposed to be doing.

The Constant Battle

I have two natures, and they are in conflict with each other. Three great Scripture passages teach us about the Two Natures: Romans 8, Galatians 5, and Ephesians 4. Paul said that the flesh lusts against the Spirit and the Spirit against the flesh. These two are contrary one to another (Galatians 5:17).

A Christian, therefore, is a Doctor Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, two men under one hat. I have an old nature that pulls me away from God, and I have a new nature that pulls me toward God, and they are constantly battling within me.

You say, "That's an awful thing to have." No, it isn't, because there is a way to have victory over the flesh, though it doesn't die and won't get any better till I see Jesus. I'll lose it then, praise God!

Until then, I can have the victory by the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit. And so can you! I cannot handle the flesh, and you cannot handle the flesh, but the Spirit of God can and He does. When I depend on Him, He takes care of it. If you live according to the flesh, you will die, Paul said in Romans 8. But if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live! (v.13).

We still have fleshly desires. That's why some Christians mistakenly think they haven't been converted. They say, "I wouldn't have evil thoughts like this if I were really saved." That could be pretty good evidence that you are saved, because unsaved people don't usually worry about their thoughts. Saved people do.

The old nature will always give you a struggle. We will have two natures until we see Christ. The minute we see Jesus, our old nature will be destroyed. (That's just one of the reasons I want to see Him.)

Nothing will get into heaven but that new life He gave me on that front porch more than 60 years ago, which is the uncreated life of God. I have been carrying around with me the uncreated life of God for all these years. There is no way that Jess Hendley can go to hell, because I have God's life! God the Father, the Son, and the Spirit are not going to hell. They said They would never leave me. It's a great thing to be a Christian when you really know what it is all about.

"Did you say that we are going to be sinners, then, as long as we are in this life?" Yes, because we have a fallen nature. But it does not mean that you must be under the control of sin. God's Word says, "Sin shall not have dominion over you" (Romans 6:14). It shall not rule you. There is a way of victory. And that way of victory is found by depending every hour on the indwelling Holy Spirit. He is able to give me victory over any desire that would think wrong, speak wrong, or do wrong. And He does it! That's the way of victory.

Reviewing The Problem

Let me go back for a moment and try to gather it up. The problem is that we are dealing with a Being who is so holy that the Bible says He charges His angels with folly, and even the stars are not pure in His sight. That is in the book of Job (4:18; 25:5). He charges His angels with folly--‑He is way up above angels. And even the stars are not pure in His sight.

Then how in the world can I, a sinner, walk with Him now? How can He have anything to do with me? How in the world can I expect to go to heaven when my heart stops beating, and live in a world where nobody ever thinks wrong, speaks wrong, or does wrong?

The answer is beautiful. God Himself has solved the problem! God's law is very clear: "The wages of sin is death" (Romans 6:23). That means, "One of those thoughts of yours deserves death, which is not physical death alone but eternal banishment in hell." That is what God says. If you don't like it, I'm sorry. I am trying to tell you, He is not like us. He is different.

I want to remind you, my friend, that He is not going to come down here and become a sinner. He's got to "keep the store." Do you understand? Somebody has to be God.

When I first studied the book of Isaiah, I remember coming to the part where God told His hard‑headed people, "I want you to know that I am God, and there is none else" (45:22; 46:9). Let me tell you, on the authority of God's Word, that if you don't come in God's way, you won't make it to heaven.

No one on earth is good enough. In fact, compared to living in the purity and perfection of heaven, we are as if we were living in a sewer. If it were not for God's love poured out to us through Jesus Christ, we wouldn't know what love is. You wouldn't live with somebody in a sewer, would you?

If you are a born‑again Christian, I don't care if you are the best person living, your mind is like a sewer because you have evil thoughts. Go back over what you thought about all day today, or yesterday, or last week--‑what you thought about, talked about, looked at. And you tell me you're not a sinner?

This God, who hates my sin and yours so much that He is a consuming fire and has to burn it, loves us sinners! How much? Enough to kill His Son for us.

It doesn't sound right, does it? I have known this truth since the early days of my Christian life, when I came out of the seminary and did my first exegesis in Hebrew in Isaiah, chapter 53. If you don't know Isaiah 53, don't you let this month go by without knowing it thoroughly. Read it constantly, until you get God's message!

One night before my wife died, I was preaching in a meeting, and she was there. I made the statement that God, in spite of my sins and everyone's sins, loved me and all of us enough to kill His Son for us. When we were going home, Louise said, "You shouldn't say that. It doesn't sound right to say God killed Jesus." I said, "No, darling, it doesn't sound right, but that's what He did."

In Isaiah 53:10, here is what we read: "It pleased the LORD to bruise Him." That is the King James Version. But I reached up and got my Hebrew Bible to check my lexicon, and the word bruise means crush. It pleased God to crush His Son on that cross for me, a sinner, and for you, a sinner.

The Love Of God

It all adds up to this, the most mind‑boggling truth you will ever learn: God loves you and me as much as He loves Jesus Christ, His Son!

     That is where Love comes in. Preachers can preach about love till the cows come home, but unless you know the background that I have given you, you will never understand what the love of God is. All human love will break down somewhere because it is human. But this Divine Love never changes. God loves you ---enough to kill His Son for you!

That is the gospel, and anything less is not the gospel. If you are trusting anything else but the blood of Jesus Christ, you will never make it to God's heaven! You've got to face your sins. Jesus wiped them out on the cross, but if you reject Him and refuse His perfect sacrifice, you will have to face them yourself! And the wages of sin is‑--hell. That's why people go to hell. Their sins are not forgiven. They turn down God's only way of salvation, which is by the blood of Jesus Christ.

So what is the answer to this problem of how I, a sinner, can go to heaven and live with a holy God?

God did His part on the cross, when He laid all our sins over on Jesus. "The Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all" (Isaiah 53:6). Every sin of your life--‑past, present, and future‑--God knew about in advance, and He laid the judgment on Jesus. Jesus took our judgment. There cannot be a judgment for anybody who is trusting Christ. The judgment on sin was settled at the cross.

What about my part? What about the evil thoughts I have as a Christian, even though I know that Christ died for my sins? What about the pornography that is all around us today? You can't get away from it anywhere you turn.

I have lived with God for many years, and I know what He is like. I believe He is about to do a surgical operation as He did at Sodom and Gomorrah when He burned down those cities---all the buildings, all the people‑--and blew the ashes away. Because the very same sins that were going on then are the ones people are committing today. And God is a just God. I believe we are on the eve of judgment.

So what are we to do about evil thoughts, words, and deeds? Well, God tells me to do three things, and I wish you would write them down and think about them seriously. You are going to die alone and meet God. You will meet Him in your sins, or with your sins forgiven, one of the two.

Here is the answer to the sin question. On God's part it was the cross. At the cross, in the mind of God my sins were totally judged and destroyed, and that's why He can forgive me and take me to heaven any moment I may die. In His mind, Jesus took my place and my judg​ment. That is why I love Jesus Christ utterly! That is why I can never love anybody more than Jesus Christ.

What must I do now? How can I have peace about this? Here is what I am to do. Write down these three Scripture references. Study them.

2 Timothy 2:21

If anyone will purge himself from these sins [all of them], he will be a vessel unto honor, sanctified for the Master's use. You may be a Sunday school teacher, a preacher, an evange​list, a musician, an outstanding Christian. But I want to tell you right now, if you don't purge yourself from your sins, you are not a fit vessel for God's use.

You have a television set. If you cannot turn off some programs, you'd better throw that set out the window. It's an offense to God.

Now, don't say this is wild. You'd better think this through. You are going to meet God with sins either forgiven or unforgiven. God says, "If a man will purge himself from these. . . .” Pornographic literature, magazines with pic​tures of fallen women. Nobody is called a har​lot anymore. This world is sex‑mad, drowning in sex. I don't need to be more explicit in what I'm saying.

There would be no people dying of AIDS if people obeyed this Book and lived holy lives. There would be no broken homes because of marital infidelity if people obeyed this Book. I could go on down the line. You say, "That isn't being preached very much today." No, but I am going to stand before God and give an account of my own preaching.

Are you willing to purge yourself of every television program that has in it anything offen​sive to God? Remember, He lives right there in your mind while you are sitting there and He is there watching too, and evil is an abomination to Him.

Your mind is a picture gallery. Have you hung pictures of nude women on the walls of your mind? Some men do that all the time. That's why rape takes place. A man gets all fired up over pornographic literature and he goes out and commits rape. You say, "I don't believe that." Then you don't know the score, is all I can say. Get rid of pornographic television programs. Get rid of those pictures. Some of the most popular programs on television are soap operas--‑salacious, ugly sin.

You say, "Jess, you're a prude." Then the Bible is a prude, and God is a prude, and heav​en is prudish. Which way are you going, this world's way or God's way? I'm going with God.

If there are evil pictures in our minds, let's take them down and honor God and Christ and the Holy Spirit. We read in the book of Philippians, "Whatever is true and honest, just and pure, and lovely and of good report, think on these things" (4:8).

"That's Bible. You don't have to obey the Bible, do you?" If you're a Christian, you will! That's why I don't believe there are as many Christians around as we might think. A lot of church members, yes.

2 Corinthians 7:1

Let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh [what this body wants] and spirit, perfect​ing holiness in the fear of God. We are to cleanse ourselves from all filthiness.

There was a young man, a Christian (this is a true story), who didn't know much about the sins of the world, and he went into the army, where things can be pretty rough. When he was assigned to his company, he went into the bar​racks where he would be staying. There he saw that the other GIs had pictures of nude women thumb tacked all over the place, and it grieved him, because he was earnestly trying to live for God. (If you live for God, sin will grieve you. If it doesn't grieve you, don't say you are walking with God.)

So he thought, "What will I do?" One night after they all were asleep, he put up a picture of Jesus right over his bunk in the midst of those dirty pictures. The next night, all the other pictures were gone. There was nothing left but the picture of Christ.

Do you understand? Sin does not belong in the presence of Jesus Christ! If you are serious about walking with Him, you will cleanse your​self. It doesn't say for God to do it, or for any​one else to do it. It says, "Christian, cleanse yourself from all filthiness of the flesh and spir​it, perfecting holiness in the fear of God."

1 John 3:3

Everyone who has this hope in him [the hope of Christ's coming] purifies himself, just as He is pure. I believe profoundly that the Lord is coming soon. As a student of Bible prophecy, I have been observing the world scene for a long time. I've seen things fulfilled that God predict​ed in 600 BC, more than 2,500 years ago.

Israel is back in the land. There was no nation of Israel when I was a boy. God said He would bring her back into the land in unbelief. In 1948, Israel was reconstituted a nation. That is just one prophecy that I have seen fulfilled, and today prophecy is being fulfilled, pointing to the soon coming of Jesus. We preach a lot about prophecy. We have written a book, The Unfolding Drama Of Bible Prophecy, and some Christians clap their hands and say, "I wish He would come right now!"

But in 1 John 3:3, the apostle, writing by the divine Spirit, said, "Everyone who has this hope of seeing Jesus and being with Him at His com​ing will be continually purifying himself, even as Christ is pure."

That means that if you are a Christian and you are not cleaning up your life, you have no real hope of seeing Jesus. I want to tell you something. Jesus is perfect. He is God. And if you are planning on meeting Jesus, get rid of all your sins. Purify yourself.

You say, "Well, Brother Hendley, the Christian life is rough." Yes, it is rough. It is not rough because of God; it is rough because of sin. We have gotten so accustomed to sin that we no longer recognize it as sin. That's the rea​son we need to preach like this‑--so that people may know it. People need it. I need it. That's the reason God gave it to me.

The Christian life is glorious, and if you are saying, "I really want to live the life that a real Christian ought to live," remember what the apostle Paul said: "We have the mind of Christ" (1 Corinthians 2:16).

Christ lives in our minds. I can get up in the morning and say, "I am going to live for myself today, and do the things I want to do." Or I can get up in the morning and say, "I don't want to live for myself. I want to live for Christ. Lord, I turn my mind over to You‑my eyes and ears and hands and feet. I want You to live Your life through me." You know what? He does it. Do you know that that is what the Christian life is?

The Christian life is not struggling to live like Jesus. It is letting the indwelling Christ have your total being. And you will think like Jesus that day. You will have the mind of Christ.

When we get older and look back over our lives, we realize how far we have fallen short of the life we could have lived for the Lord. I do that more and more. I am saying to Christ, "I don't want to live my life. I want You to live Your life in and through me. I am turning my mind, eyes, ears, hands, and feet over to You, and I trust You to live through me today." He does it.

The Lord directs people across my path to witness to, to talk to, to teach. The Christian life is just letting Christ live His life through us. As Paul said, "Christ lives in me."

I wanted some things very much in my life, but one by one I had to give them up. And when I did, I found Christ living in me instead. That more than made up for what I had want​ed. I haven't gotten what I originally wanted in this life. I haven't lived my own life in all these years. I have not sought my own will. I have sought His will only.

What I Look Forward To

Do you know what I want every day of my life? To let Christ live His life through me. That is the way of victory over this awful curse of sin ​to receive Him and let Him live through me.

The second thing I look forward to is total deliverance from sin when we see Him. There is a religious group that believes in the eradica​tion of the sinful nature when a person gets saved. The word eradicate means to root out. They say when you get saved, sin is rooted out. According to the Bible, it is not! We're going to have it till we see Christ face to face.

When will I see Christ? At death. So if I die tonight, if I have a heart attack, I will see Jesus. The Bible says, "To be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord" (2 Corinthians 5:8). Absent is present. There is no time between at all. The moment my heart stops beating, I will be with Jesus. And the moment I'm with Jesus, He will destroy that old nature.

When that happens, I will give a shout that will resound throughout the earth and heaven! I want so much to get rid of this flesh. I have been battling with it for more than 80 years. What a deliverance! And He will make me just like Himself.

On the other hand, I may meet Him when He comes in the rapture. "The Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in clouds to meet our Lord in the air, and so shall we ever be with the Lord" (1 Thessalonians 4:16‑17).

The moment I see Him at the rapture, that same thing will happen. He will destroy the old nature, and I will go to heaven with nothing but the new life He gave me when I was born again. Only that will go in. He will make me like Himself.

Now, are you able to take some of the best news you've ever heard? Listen! God Almighty's plan for us is mind‑boggling. Three things.

1. He will make us like Himself. I told you that when Adam and Eve sinned, they had an evil nature, which has been passed down through the ages. But God has wiped that out! "In Adam all die, but in Christ shall all be made alive" (1 Corinthians 15:22).

So when I see Jesus, God's plan is to make me just like Christ‑--no evil nature. In Romans 8:29, God tells us that we will "be conformed to the image of His Son." God's plan is not just to save us from hell. His plan is to make a whole lot of little Jesuses to live with Him forever. This is Bible. There is a Greek word from which we get our word icon, and it means "precise like​ness." Jesus is in the image of the Father. We are going to be in the image of Christ. Therefore, my friend, we are going to be divine!

I told you this is mind‑boggling. This isn't something wild. This is God's truth. Anyone who turns this down is a fool. Anyone who would rather go to hell than be like Jesus Christ is a fool.

So I am going to be divine. I am not going to be a human being anymore. I am going to be like Christ, and Christ is God.

2. We have an inheritance. How much are you worth, in terms of money? How much is God worth? I read in the Scripture that God is the possessor of heaven and earth. He is pretty wealthy, isn't He? He owns everything in heaven and on the earth.

In Hebrews 1 we read that God made Jesus Christ, His Son, His heir. Heaven and earth belong to Jesus Christ, along with His Father. Now listen to me. Fasten your seatbelt! When you receive Jesus Christ as your Savior, He makes you joint‑heir with Himself! That is what it says in Romans 8:17.

We are heirs of God and joint‑heirs with Jesus Christ. God owns heaven and earth. Christ as His heir owns heaven and earth. And Jesus Christ in that marvelous, loving grace of His, makes me joint‑heir with Himself! I will own heaven and earth! I can't tell you how rich I am!

Yet people turn this down. They turn it down because they are ignorant. They won't listen to the Bible. They won't use their brain. Perhaps, after having considered this message, you will still go on in the same old way and never think about these marvelous truths. I'm sorry for people who refuse this. I say, "Lord, who is paying attention today?"

So He will not only make us like Himself, but He will also give us all that He possesses.

3. He will give us Himself. I love this more than anything else. I am always studying some book of the Bible. I wish people would do more studying of this wonderful book. I was in New Orleans in a church, and one night two young seminary students came to me after the service and said, "We're in a hurry to leave. Will you give us in one sentence what you would say to two young preachers."

I said to those two young men what I would say to you: "Study the books of the Bible word by word, and study the New Testament, especially the epistles of Paul, because the New Testament is the New Covenant, and Paul is the revelator of the church."

I have done that myself over the years. When I was studying the Psalms word by word, I came to Psalm 119, verse 57. The psalmist said, "The Lord is my portion." I reached up and got my Hebrew Bible and I checked the word portion. It is cheleq (pronounced "khay'lek") in Hebrew. I looked in the lexicon to learn what it meant, and found that it means "possession or property." So David said, "God is my possession, my property."

I jumped to my feet and clapped my hands. There was nobody around but me and the Lord. If you think this is wild thinking, read in the book of the Revelation three times that He is going to write His name on my forehead‑‑-Yahweh. That means, "Jess Hendley, you belong to Me." When I read that, I wrote in the margin of my Bible, "He wants me."

It is wonderful, dear friend, to be loved with real love. I am afraid that in these days many people don't get much of it. Psychologists tell us that nearly everyone feels unloved. Very few people feel that they are really and truly loved or cared for by anyone. I can understand it, the way some people are living today.

But I want to tell you something. When you say to God, "I don't want my self‑life. I don't want to live my own life, because it's not right, and it will only wind up in hell," God will respond.

He will say to you, "I want to bring you new life, but I've got to change you. If you will receive my Son as your Savior--‑I've already given Him to die for your sins--‑We will come in and live in your mind. We will give you victory over every sin in your life. We will use you in Our plan, and one day We will bring you up here to heaven. And you can put your feet under Our table, and We'll underwrite your life forever."

A Final Word

I hope you will take the time to read the 8th chapter of Ezekiel, verse 12. Then look in your mind and see what you have been allowing and reading and watching.

Ask yourself what pictures you have hung in the gallery of your mind. Take down the pictures you know are wrong, hurtful to you, and an offense to God. Take them down and put up His picture.

Philippians 4:8 is God's Word to all of us. Whatever is true and honest, whatever is just and pure, whatever is lovely and of good report, THINK ON THESE THINGS.
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