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If you have your Bibles, and I hope you have, turn with me to Malachi, chapter 3, verses 16 to 18. We are studying today a very important thing and that is "The People of God." "The people of God" is a wonderful expression. It runs all through the Bible, and it is in contradistinction to those who are NOT the people of God, those who do not belong to God in a real and vital way. There are some people who believe that everybody is in the same relationship to God; that isn't true. To be sure, God loves the world. God loves every soul that comes into this world. But God is peculiarly the God of those whom He calls His own people.

We are going to study today three things about God's people and about God. First, the characteristics of God's people---what are they like, how can they be identified? Second, the hunger of God for the worship of His people. It is an amazing thing, to think that God is "hungry" for anything. Some of the great confessions of earth have seemed to deny this and they tell us that God is All-sufficient. God IS All​-sufficient in the sense that He is All​-powerful. But in a strange way God "hungers" for the WORSHIP of His people! Third (and the most wonder​ful part of this study today), is the future glory of the people of God.

Now let's read the passage. It is Malachi, chapter 3, verses 16 and 17. "Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to another, and the Lord harkened and heard, and a book of remembrance was written before Him for them that feared the Lord and that thought upon His Name. And they shall be Mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels, and I will spare them as a man spareth His own son that serveth him."

Let me remind you that Malachi wrote this book in days of great apostasy. He is the last of the great prophetic line. After Malachi's day takes place that period of some 400 years called the inter-Biblical period because there is no voice sounded until the voice of John the Baptist rises to herald the coming of Christ, the Son of the Living God. So Malachi was written in terrible days of apos​tasy, when the masses of Israel and the masses of the people of the other nations had no worship toward the Living God. But right in the midst of all that is a little group of people on earth---thinking about God! And God calls them HIS people. Now that is the background.

Now what are the characteristics of the people of God, those people on earth whom God calls peculiarly "His own" people?

First of all, they FEAR the Lord. "Then they that feared the Lord spake oft one with another." They feared the Lord. Now don't run away from the word FEAR. Some people think of it as a terrible word. But actually it is a very blessed word, and today we need a revival of the KNOWL​EDGE of that word! It carries with it the sense of REVERENCE, a sense of AWE, a sense of putting GOD in the highest place. God isn't just an​other man, and (I say it reverently) a personality-boy that you can grab by the arm and go down the street with. I get so tired of seeing people treat God just as somebody else. The analogy of the father and son relation​ship has been used to such an extent that many people have made God like an earthly father. Well, God is, in many respects, like an earthly father; there is no doubt about it. But, my friends, He is more than that: HE IS GOD. He is the SOVEREIGN CREA​TOR and SUSTAINER OF THE UNI​VERSE to Whom all WORSHIP AND ADORATION IS DUE.

"Fear" does not mean servile fear. It means literally a worship of God! You could translate this very definite​ly, "They that WORSHIPPED the Lord . . . " They WORSHIPPED the Lord, carrying with it the sense of adoration and honor and awe that belongs to the CREATOR of the Uni​verse. Every time in the Bible when you have God appearing to men you have a sense of FEAR falling on man's spirit; not servile fear, not terror, but A HOLY AWE in the Presence of God. We do not see much of that to​day. We do not have much of that in our churches today. We don't have much of that in our assemblies today. "They that FEARED, WORSHIPPED, the Lord . . ." This little group of people on earth who feared the Lord were characterized by worship of Him. They adored Him! They worshipped Him! They had a sense of holy honor and awe toward God. God says that even to MEN we should give honor where honor is due. God says that. Well, if God is ABOVE everybody else, then honor is due to GOD above everyone else! That is the crime, essentially, of mentioning God's Name without worship due to Him. They FEARED the Lord. Do YOU fear the Lord, my friend?

You know, the other evening a friend of mine brought a friend of his to my home. This man has been seek​ing for Light, what he calls Ultimate Truth. But he has been approaching it with the idea that he can under​stand everything about God. He has read a lot of books that are against God, against Christ, against the Bible. His mind was filled with the pride of man's reasoning! I said to him, "Have you ever read the Bible?"

He said, "I deliberately sat down and read it through."

"Well," I said, "my friend, if you would spend as much time reading the BIBLE as you have spent in reading books AGAINST the Bible, you would not be in the mental distress you are in." I tell you, there were tears in this man's eyes as he realized his lack of God.

He said, "I am not saying that this is a glorious position to be in. It isn't. Life has no meaning. What is the PURPOSE of life?"

And I realized that a man, by his own simple REASONING, can never find God! PRIDE of MAN. We finally got to the bottom of it: it was pride in his heart. We knelt in prayer at the close and this man said, "Pray for me to be humble enough for God to reach me."

I said, "You've got a wall up be​tween you and God. As I talk to you about God you put up your walls, you put up your defenses, you even put up your fists."

He said, "Why, anybody who would JUDGE PEOPLE like we read that God judged people in the Old Testa​ment would be a TYRANT, would be a MONSTER."

I said, tenderly, "Man, you don't know God. You don't know the God of the Bible. You know nothing of His NATURE. God isn't a tyrant. God HOLDS OFF judgment as long as He CAN hold off judgment. When God judges, it is because of some MERCY in His Heart. Even His JUDGMENTS are a mercy. In the Judgment of the Flood, EVERY IMAGINATION of man's heart was EVIL CONTINUAL​LY. There was a corrupt generation! People were corrupting themselves, and corrupting little children, and cor​rupting everyone round about them. SIN, when it continues, grows wider and wider in its circle of influence until it CORRUPTS everything around it. And EVERY IMAGINATION of man's heart was EVIL CONTINUAL​LY. And to SAVE unborn generations from that CORRUPTION, God HAD to wipe those poor sinners off the face of the earth. And He did it in MERCY. Every one of God's judgments is IN MERCY. It will be a tremendous moment when people stand in the Presence of God and find that HE IS WHAT HE IS, the Great, Loving God who did not will that ANY should perish, but that ALL should come to repentance.

Friends, PRIDE is the OPPOSITE of the thing we have here: "fearing God.” Nobody truly "fears" the Lord without humility. We must humble ourselves under the Mighty Hand of God.

This man said to me, "I have come to you because I want to know what to DO. I don't know what to do. I have tried to REASON my way through all this business, but it has left me all messed up. I want to know what to do."

I said to him, "If you will quit this putting your fists up to God, resist​ing God, and if you will HUMBLE YOURSELF and get down on your knees and PRAY, and tell God, `Speak to my heart; teach me Thy Way; reveal Thyself unto me,' God will DO IT. He said, 'Ye shall find Me when ye search for me with all your HEART.' ALL YOUR HEART. Any man who hates God, and sits in judg​ment on God, and criticizes His ways, is not in a position for God to get through to him." Listen: Psalm 10:17, "The Lord has heard the desire of the HUMBLE. Thou wilt prepare their HEART. Thou wilt cause thine ear to hear."

Psalm 69:32, "The humble shall SEE and be glad."

Psalm 138:6, "Know that the Lord is high. Yet hath He respect unto the LOWLY."

Psalm 149:4, "He will beautify the MEEK with salvation."

Proverbs 3:34, "Surely He scorneth the scorners, but He giveth grace unto the LOWLY." When a man scorns God, God must scorn him. But when a man humbles himself and fears the Lord, then God will bless him.

Matthew 11:29, "Jesus said, Take My yoke upon you and learn of Me, for I am meek and lowly in heart, and ye shall find rest unto your souls." A man who has pride in his heart AGAINST GOD will never find rest to his soul! INTELLECTUAL PRIDE is keeping multitudes of peo​ple way from God today! They will never know real peace.

Matthew 23:12, "Jesus said, Who​soever shall exalt himself shall be humbled; and whosoever shall humble himself shall be exalted." The only way to the knowledge of God is to HUMBLE one's self.

Luke 18:13, "The publican standing afar off would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God, be merciful to me, a sinner."'

The man I talked to didn't have that attitude. Until you take your PLACE as a poor, lost, undone sinner and give God the honor and glory due to His Name and seek His Face with humility and love and contrition of heart and spirit, you will never find Him!

Jesus said, "Except ye be converted, except ye turn around, you men walk​ing in the wrong direction, in the pride of your mind and heart---except you TURN AROUND and be converted and become as a little CHILD, and receive God as a little child, without pride of mind and thought, ye shall IN NO CASE enter into the Kingdom of God." We are living in a day of INTELLECTUAL PRIDE! It makes no difference if you are an Albert Ein​stein---and I am not belittling the man's tremendous intellectual gifts, but they are GIFTS FROM GOD. Every gift a man has is FROM GOD. But no man BY SEARCHING (that is, by his own intellectual search) findeth out GOD. Man is incapable of finding God! God's Word says that the only way to find Him is to HUMBLE OUR​SELVES BEFORE HIM.

James 4:6, "God resisteth the proud but giveth grace to the humble. Humble yourselves therefore in the sight of the Lord, and He shall lift you up."

So the FIRST CHARACTERISTIC of the people of God is HUMILITY THAT LEADS TO ADORATION AND WORSHIP AND AWE AND HONOR TO THE NAME OF GOD.

I don't understand all the mysteries. I told the man, when he asked me some questions I couldn't answer, that I didn't HAVE all the answers. I can ask some questions, too, that never will be answered in this world. But FAITH does not try to "answer" all the questions. All the questions we NEED to have answered are found IN CHRIST and IN THE BIBLE. ALL TRUTH is found IN JESUS and IN THE WORD OF GOD. Jesus said, "I AM THE TRUTH." Jesus said, "GOD'S WORD IS TRUTH." And a man who is "hunting for Ultimate Truth" can never find it APART from Jesus Christ and the Bible! The characterist​ic of the people of God, first of all, is that they FEAR THE LORD.

My friend let me ask you a ques​tion. And upon the ANSWER to this question in your own soul DEPENDS YOUR ETERNAL DESTINY. Do you fear the Lord?

You remember Job of old couldn't understand WHY he lost his health, lost his wealth, lost ten children in one day, lost the friendship of his friends who couldn't understand him, lost even the encouragement of his own wife who said, "Curse God and die, if this is all you're going to get!" Job couldn't have REASONED his way through to God! God's ways are past finding out. "And who art thou that criest against God, O man! Shall the thing formed, say to its Creator, Why hast Thou made me thus?" As long as a man takes that attitude he will never know the God of the Bible, the God of Love, the God of Peace, the God of Grace, the God of Mercy.

What I am trying to say to you to​day, friends, is that you won't FIND all the answers. But when you become a Christian you will have the answers IN CHRIST. There is an old song, "We'll understand it better by and by," and that's true. You look at your broken body and you can't under​stand why. You look at a child born into this world deformed and you can't understand why. You look at in​sane people---well, you can understand a PART of it, because sin is back of a lot of it, without a doubt; but not all of it. We cannot understand why some children are born into this world with no minds. I don't know all the ANSWERS, but I know that the Big​gest Answer is, "THE ETERNAL GOD is my REFUGE, and underneath are the everlasting arms." The biggest answer is that I HAVE FOUND GOD---IN CHRIST! And in finding God I have found peace!

We need today to FEAR THE LORD; have a holy awe and reverence and a doing of honor toward and a making great of THE NAME OF GOD. If you want to know "what the pur​pose of LIFE is,” it is TO GLORIFY GOD, to find God IN CHRIST, to re​ceive His great SALVATION, and to enjoy His salvation now and through​out the ages of Eternity. And though we don't know all the answers, when we humble ourselves as a little child and RECEIVE JESUS as our Saviour and worship the true and living God through Christ, and pick up this won​derful old Bible and READ it and to the best of our ability LIVE IT, we'll HAVE GOD to support us through all the questions and trials of life, and hereafter we'll have all our questions answered. In the land beyond! Trust Him today, won't you?
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