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Ephesians 1:9-10

Now friends, if you have your Bibles, turn with me to the Epistle to the Ephesians. This is the letter of Paul to the Ephesians. We are studying today verses 9, 10, and 11 of chapter one.

Recently in a revival meeting it was my privilege to spend my mornings in the study of the Bible. We had an early morning service at the church, from 7:00 until 7:45, so that the busi​ness men and women and young peo​ple could come for the early morning services. Then our mornings were open for study. Afternoons were for visita​tion and then we had the evening serv​ice. In the mornings, and also at my mealtime, I began to dig into this Epistle to the Ephesians, and there are some WONDERFUL TRUTHS here that we need to KNOW. If you are a child of God, this will be a thrill to you. If you are NOT a child of God, you will want to know God's purpose.

We have here in Ephesians 1:10 and 11 GOD'S PURPOSE in creating every soul---every man, woman, boy and girl who has ever lived. God had a plan. This thing isn't "blind fate," if you please. It isn't God "winding it up and setting it off and letting it work out as best it may." No, God is the Creator and God is the Sustainer. And God is working a purpose in our lives. It is the Living God who is doing that. He has a purpose in YOUR life.

Recently I was walking across a field, and there was a little squirrel coming across. It was moving very slowly. It was a very hot and humid day, and that squirrel was scarcely moving. I said to a friend, "You know, that squirrel is fainting. It is weak. Perhaps it is without water. Surely something is wrong with it." He said, "Oh, no, that squirrel is all right. He is just taking it easy. Watch." The man jumped at the squirrel. And sure enough, the little thing was so weak it could pick up speed only a little bit. We didn't try to catch him. But that squirrel was fainting for lack of water. But I was thinking about that squirrel. God had a purpose in the life of even that squirrel. There are milli​ons of things, billions of things on this earth, and God has a purpose in all of life, in life of all sorts. And particular​ly He has a purpose in the highest form of life, which is HUMAN life. We are made in the image of God! That means in the moral, mental, spiritual image of God. We have what animals never have had: rationality, reasonableness, the power of reasoning and thinking and speaking our thoughts one to an​other. The greatest of ALL THOUGHTS are thoughts about GOD, and about His plan for our lives.

Now God is operating, working out a purpose, in our lives. Let me say this now. One of the faults of this hour in which we live, the reason why people are having to go to psychiatrists, the reason why lives are torn up and men​tal institutions are filled, the reason why people are unhappy and wretched and all that sort of thing, is that people do not realize THE AUTHORITY OF GOD IN THEIR LIVES. The authority of God in our lives! God is a Great Being, and until you find GOD'S AU​THORITY and PLAN and PURPOSE for YOUR life and fit into it, you can never be a unified personality. Your personality will always be divided, broken, torn, twisted, and eventually ruined, unless you find God's purpose for your life.

First, we must find GOD. We can do that only THROUGH JESUS. By faith in Him! Then when you have accepted Christ as your Saviour, God blotting out your sins, then the object is to find God's Plan and Purpose for your life.

Now here in Ephesians we do find God's PURPOSE, God's PLAN. First of all, concerning Christ, then concern​ing US. In verse 9 we read, "Having made known unto us the mystery of His will, according to His good pleas​ure which He hath purposed in Him​self." The writer is speaking of God. He says that God had good pleasure in a particular thing. God purposed some​thing in Himself! It came out of God's own Mind, this purpose, and this plan. This plan concerned Jesus and concerned men!

This purpose of God was called "a mystery" - "the mystery of His will." The Greek word for mystery means "a secret." But, rather than a secret to be hidden, it means a SECRET REVEAL​ED. It is something that's mysterious to people; they do not understand it. But God HAS REVEALED IT unto those to whom He CAN reveal it. God can only reveal His mystery (His plan and purpose concerning Christ and men) to those who will stop, look and LISTEN. Unto those "who have ears to hear," as Jesus said. "He that hath ears to hear let him hear." A person who hasn't been born again does not have spiritual ears, to hear what God has to say. So he cannot know the secret of God's will. He can't find the purpose of God in his life, the "good pleasure" God has concerning him. It is impossible.

So the important thing in our lives is to be born again and have spiritual receptivity that we may KNOW the mystery of His will. "This mystery He HATH MADE KNOWN unto us," says Paul, writing to Christians. Paul is not writing to the unsaved, only to Christians, those who have been born again those who have accepted Jesus and love God and have obeyed God by accepting Christ openly and publicly, have been baptized, attend services at His house, give of their means to carry on His work, and pray and seek to wit​ness for Him and win souls to Him. He is writing only to real, genuine CHRISTIANS! "God hath made known unto us the mystery of His will," the secret of His will and plan and purpose and good pleasure for our lives. That is MADE KNOWN unto us!

We are going to find what that will IS. We read here, first of all, what the mystery of His will is CONCERNING JESUS. We have that in verse 10, God's Plan in sending Jesus into this world. Did God send Jesus into the world 2,000 years ago just to die on a cross, then go back to heaven, a Jesus we have never seen and will never see except in some heaven yonder? No. God is working a PLAN. The Cross didn't end it. The Resurrection didn't end it. The Ascension to God's Right Hand didn't end it. Jesus IS at the Right Hand of God and has been there 2,000 years, interceding for us, keeping us saved, working through His Spirit in the Church today. Christ is still work​ing, saving souls all over the globe, wherever the Gospel is preached.

But God has a Plan and Purpose: this thing is not going to keep on rock​ing as it has been. This world is not going to keep on in its misery and wretchedness and sin and insanity and murder and crime and suffering. No, sir, God has a plan---IN CHRIST---for this world of mankind. Here it is in verse 10. "That in the dispensation of the fullness of times God might gather together IN ONE all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are in earth."

Now THERE is God's plan concern​ing Jesus and for mankind, as we read it here. In the dispensation of the fullness of times, God will gather to​gether IN ONE all things in Christ.

Now here we have God's Plan or Purpose about JESUS. It is called a "mystery." As I told you a minute ago, the word "mystery" here means a REVEALED secret, something that was kept hidden from past generations but is now REVEALED, MADE KNOWN in the Gospel. The GOSPEL made known all God's secrets---all the great​est things the human mind can think about---where we came from; what we are doing here; where we are going when we leave here. God's Purpose and Plan about Jesus is a REVEALED sec​ret, hidden to past generations but made known to us.

God's Plan is to SUM UP all things in CHRIST. Now that is translated in the King James Version, "That He might gather together all things in Christ." But it means literally, "to sum up all things in Christ," and I believe the Revised Version of 1901 is the one that gives that translation. God's PUR​POSE is to sum up all things IN CHRIST.

Now notice, "in Christ," in contradis​tinction to all things "out of Christ." Listen to me, friends. All things OUT of Christ, which includes human be​ings and everything else, are doomed! Everything OUTSIDE of Christ, every​thing that doesn't come within the compass of His Plan of Salvation and His Authority, is DOOMED. That in​cludes human beings and the lifework that they have done! Encyclopedias have lists of great things accomplished by men. No matter how great the hu​man race may think them to be, if that life and those works WERE OUT OF CHRIST, it amounts to nothing but ruin and failure and is doomed eternal​ly! Any part of our individual lives that is OUT OF CHRIST is DOOMED eternally. There is no good to it.

I said to a man who has just recent​ly come to Christ, "All your past life is GONE. God has blotted it out. It is ruined. There is nothing to it what​soever. You begin to LIVE when you accept Jesus as your Saviour. The clock of your REAL LIFE begins to tick when you, accept CHRIST."

So God's plan is to sum up, to gath​er and sum up, and bring together, EVERYTHING IN CHRIST. And that means things of salvation and our life work, if it has been done for the Saviour, done for Jesus. It surely is true: "Only one life! Twill soon be past. ONLY what's done FOR CHRIST will LAST." To some, that is just a sweet little saying. But it is TRUE. Only what is DONE FOR CHRIST will last. If I am preaching for any other than for Christ and for the salvation of souls, I'd better not preach! If I am a Sunday School teacher and I teach for any other reason, I'd better not teach. If I am a deacon or any other worker in the church and am doing it "for the preacher" or "for business contacts" or "for the glory of man" or doing it "to be counted religious"---for any other reason than for JESUS CHRIST and His Eternal Glory, and FOR THE SAVIOUR, to help carry on His work as unto Him, then it is DOOMED. It is going to be destroyed. It is going to be burned up! It is going to pass away.

So, God is going to sum up all things in Christ. Which means that every per​son and every thing OUT of Christ is doomed. John means that when he says, "The WORLD is passing away, with its desires. But he that doeth the will of God ABIDETH FOREVER." Think of the desires that sweep over the world today. Lustful desires, hate​ful desires, selfish desires, evil de​sires, that control and motivate men. There are all sorts of sins and crimes that break homes and minds and hearts. All of that is going to pass away. All of that is DOOMED. God is not going to put up with it forever. Jesus Christ is coming again, and when He does He is going to reign until every enemy of God and man is put beneath His feet.

"Sum up ALL THINGS in Christ." Notice the "all things." That includes things in heaven and things upon earth. "Things which are in heaven and which are on earth." Earth and heaven, then, are going to be unified. That is going to be a glorious time!

What do we mean by "things in heaven"? That means angels, archan​gels, cherubim, seraphim, and the souls of believers, God’s own people in heaven. They are going to be summed up in Christ, because they are all in Christ. They love Christ. And they worship Christ in heaven. Heaven is a place where Jesus is loved by everyone, and worshipped.

Also, "things upon earth." That means the things IN CHRIST upon earth. That means the lives, the human souls, and the works that are done in Christ and for Christ's glory.

"In Christ" means in the sphere of His salvation, His Plan, His Purpose, everything that is done OUT of Christ is doomed.

Paul leaves out "things under the earth," which he does mention in Phi​lippians. He says in Philippians that the day is coming when "every knee shall bow, of things in heaven, things on earth and things UNDER the earth." Things under the earth means obvious​ly the unsaved souls, in hell. Under the earth. Down in the heart of this earth is the place where the souls of men without the Lord Jesus Christ go. We have other indications of this in the Bible, but there it is very plainly in Philippians. Paul leaves that out, here, because only the things in Christ are going to be brought together and unified. People in hell are not included. They are shut out. They are out of Christ. So only things IN CHRIST will LAST. Only Christians and the work of Christians done in Christ will last throughout the ages of eternity.

You say, "Brother Hendley, that's a pretty narrow religion!" It certainly IS. Jesus told us it would be. He said, "It is a strait and narrow way that leads to LIFE, and FEW there be that find it." And it is "a wide gate and a broad road that leads to destruction, and MANY there be that go in there​at."

The purpose of God, then, for Christ is to sum up, gather together, all things and unify all things in heaven and earth. Christ is coming back to earth, and the saints of God WITH HIM, in the Holy City. That is God's Plan.

And this question comes to us in con​clusion: Where am I, in the purpose of God? Am I IN CHRIST? Is my life being lived day by day IN CHRIST? Or OUT of Christ? If IN CHRIST, then I'll have salvation, eternal blessedness, rewards. If OUT of Christ, eternal loss, hell, a ruined life for having missed God's purpose for Eternity. My friend, go alone right now and tell God you want HIS PURPOSE for your life. Put your faith and trust in His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, and turn your life over to Him, that He may have the use of your life to carry out His bless​ed, wonderful, eternal PURPOSE IN CHRIST. Will you do it?
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