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Malachi 3:17-17

Turn with me in your Bibles to Malachi, the third chapter, my friends, verses 16 and 17. The more I dig into this the more I get out of it. It has been a wonderful thing to my heart. We are thinking about GOD'S PEO​PLE. Who are they? How are they to be identified? We have already called your attention to the characteristics of the people of God. Let me read to you again the passage: 

"Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to another, and the Lord hearkened and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before Him for them that feared the Lord and that thought upon His Name. And they shall be Mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels. And I will spare them as a man spareth his own son that serveth him."

Recently when my wife and I were on vacation we were with a group of friends, and we were just reading to​gether from the Word of God, just reading precious truth from His Book. I had not quite studied the context of this passage. But afterward these words got hold of my mind and I studied it.

The first thing we see here is the characteristics of God's people, and they are contrasted with those who are not God's people. Those that "feared the Lord" spake often one with anoth​er. We have called your attention to what "the fear of the Lord" is in God's Word. We have called your attention to the fact that pride is a thing that separates men from God. Everywhere you turn you find proud hearts.

So in reading the text we find a distinction set between those who are God's people and those who are not God's people, by what they think and by what they speak and their attitude toward the Name of God. For instance, in verse 13 God says to the ungodly, "Your words have been stout against Me, saith the Lord, yet ye say, What have we spoken against Thee? Ye have said (God said) it is vain to serve God; and what profit is it that we have kept His ordinance, and that we have walk​ed mournfully before the Lord of Hosts? And now we call the proud happy. Yea, they that work wickedness are set up. They that tempt God are even delivered!" "Then they that fear​ed the Lord spake often one with an​other about Him."

So here is a group of people on one hand speaking against God. Religious? Oh, yes. Everybody is religious. Very seldom do you find anybody who hasn't some philosophy of religion. But, my friends, their words and thoughts were against God! Notice the expression. "Your words have been stout against Me, saith the Lord." The Lord heard them! Then again, "What have we spoken, ye say, so much against Thee?" God listens! God listens to the words of the ungodly and to the words of the godly. God sees the thoughts of the ungodly and the thoughts of the godly. And what is the difference? The dif​ference is pride. "We call the proud happy."

Isn't that what is going on all over America today? Those who fear the Lord are humble people. Just because they don't understand everything about the world and about God they are not going to speak against God and think thoughts against Him. We are living in a day when people actually speak against God. I have heard people do it. They "know everything" and "have all the answers." But, my beloved friends, a man can never know GOD that way.

Notice what God says about PRIDE in Deuteronomy 8:11. God says to Is​rael, "Beware . . ." After He brought them out of the Egyptian bondage, and brought them into the holy land, and gave them all the good things that He gave them, God said, "Beware that thou forget not the Lord thy God in not keeping His commandments and His judgments and His statutes which I have commanded thee this day, lest when thou hast eaten and art full, and hast built goodly houses and dwell therein, and when thy herds and flocks multiply and thy silver and gold are multiplied, and all that thou HAST is multiplied, then THINE HEART BE LIFTED UP and thou forget the Lord thy God which brought thee forth out of the land of Egypt and from the house of bondage."

Isn't that what we have in America today? Everything is MULTIPLIED---automobiles, homes, all kinds of ap​pliances, money, reveling in luxury. And then intellectual PRIDE, pride against God, thoughts against God, speaking against God.

The other day, my son and I were talking about the things of God and about a young Christian preacher who had just struggled back from liberal​ism and back to the Bible as the WORD OF GOD. He had been reading all the "philosophers"---oh, brother, how he loved the "philosophers" and how he could "explain away" all the various wonderful truths of the Bible, that the devil wasn't a real being, that the miracles of Jesus were not real, and that Jesus isn't really here, and the resurrection wasn't real, and the Bible is in-just-a-sort-of-way inspired of God---and all that tomfoolery that never SAVED anybody at all. Then suddenly this young preacher was brought up short, and he came to realize he HAD NOTHING. He said, "I came back to GOD, and back to my BIBLE, and now I am preaching the Bible as the very WORD of GOD." He said his wife came in from vacation and said, "Something is different about you. Something has happened since I've been away." He said, "Yes, honey, I've come back to God's WORD." He humbled himself under the mighty Hand of God!

Now what was back of that? He admits it: it was pride---pride of intel​lect! The attitude, "I can explain ev​erything. I know everything. I've got all the answers." Some people think, "if I don't have all the answers, I won't believe in God." I heard a man say, "A good God wouldn't create a suffering world. A good God wouldn't let His own people suffer, as some Christians suffer”; and on down the line people go sitting in JUDGMENT against the Eternal God! Paul said, "Who art thou that repliest against GOD? Shall the thing formed say to Him Who made it, WHY hast Thou made me thus?" Listen: A man who loves God, a man who is saved, is a man who is characterized by humility. He LOVES the Lord!

Listen to what God has to say about pride.

Psalm 9:20. "Put them in fear, 0 Lord, that the nations may know them​selves to be but men." I never WILL understand all about God. If I could, I wouldn't believe in Him. He wouldn't be any bigger than I am. But God is greater, as the heavens are above the earth! God says, "MY thoughts are higher than your thoughts, as the heav​ens are above the earth. MY WAYS are higher than your ways." So if God's thoughts are higher than ours, and if His ways are higher than ours, then the only way we can know Him is by His own Divine Revelation! We have it in the pages of the BIBLE. And a man who FEARS God and His Holy Name will not be speaking slightingly of the Word of God nor of Christ nor of God Himself. He won't even permit such thoughts in His own mind. He will abjure such thoughts. He will turn in humility to God.

In Psalm 31:23, "The Lord pre​serveth the faithful and plentifully re​wardeth the proud doer, him that dealeth proudly."

In Psalm 79:4 God's Word says, "Deal not foolishly, arrogantly, and to the wicked lift not up the horn. Speak not with a stiff neck." A stiff neck is one that is not bowed to God! We are to say, "Lord, I don't under​stand all about You and Your dealings with the human race and Your deal​ings with me, but I THANK You for Your blessed Holy Word. I THANK You for causing me to know You. I THANK You for stooping low, at the Cross, to reveal Yourself to me through Your Son. I thank You for the BIBLE, that tells me what You truly are."

Psalm 138:6, "Though the Lord is high, yet hath He respect unto the lowly. But the proud He knoweth from afar." He won't come near the proud. He won't have anything to do with the proud.

Proverbs 16:5, "He that hateth re​proof shall die." If a man or woman hateth reproof from God, will not be reproved of God, will not humble them​selves before God that God may save them and change their hearts and lives and bring them into fellowship with Himself and to heaven hereafter---God Almighty says to them in His Word, He that hateth reproof shall die."

Then again, "The Lord will destroy the house of the proud, and he that refuseth divine instruction despiseth his own soul." A man who reads all kinds of books written by proud men AGAINST GOD and refuses divine instruction despises his own soul! Many of these philosophers who WOULD NOT come to God's Divine Revelation are now in HELL. Friends, a man who reads all that sort of thing and turns against the Bible and speaks against the Word of God despiseth his own soul.

Proverbs 26:5, "Answer a fool ac​cording to his folly lest he be wise in his own conceit. Seest thou a man WISE in his OWN CONCEIT? There is more hope of a FOOL than of him." An outright SINNER has a better chance than a man who is PROUD in his thinking against GOD. God's Word is very plain.

Zephaniah 3:11, "I will take out of the midst of thee them that rejoice in thy pride, and thou shalt no more be haughty in My holy mountain." The day is coming when God is going to clean up this world, and there won't be anybody but people who have humbled themselves, people who love God and love the things of God.

Malachi 4:1, "Behold, the day cometh that shall burn as an oven, and all the proud and all that do wickedly shall be stubble. The day cometh that shall burn them up, saith the Lord of hosts, and it shall leave them neither root nor branch."

First Corinthians 8:1, "Knowledge puffeth up. But Love buildeth up." If you have to choose between your own knowledge and the Love of God, you'd better choose the Love of God.

Now let's go back. Who are the peo​ple of God then? They are characteriz​ed first of all by FEARING THE LORD. That means to HONOR God, to humble one's self before God, to give glory to God, to respect His Name. People, who speak the Lord's Name carelessly, without Divine Worship and Reverence, are people who do not fear Him and are not in this category. The people of God are those who fear and reverence the Lord. Secondly, a charac​teristic of God's people is that they speak often one to another about the Lord and about His Name! Now that comes from their thinking. And the third thing is, they THINK upon His Name. There are the three characteris​tics: they feared the Lord, they spake often one to another about Him, and they thought about His Name.

Now a man's "name" is himself. You think of a name, and you think, immediately of a personality and the characteristics of that personality. Now here it says that "they thought upon God's NAME." That means His Per​sonality, His Character, His Nature, What He Is, Himself. They thought much about God! GOD was in their thoughts continually! This isn't "Sun​day religion." This isn't one-day-a-​week-religion. This isn't occasional-re​ligion. These people FEARED THE LORD and put Him in the right posi​tion in their hearts and lives. And the result of a man's THINKING is his SPEECH. God says, "Out of the abundance of the HEART the mouth speaketh." Here we have it in this won​derful statement of Malachi.

Literally, "They spake a man to his neighbor. They strengthened each oth​er by their mutual words of faith." This is the object of the public as​sembly of God's people. In Hebrews 10:25 we are admonished not to for​sake the assembling of ourselves to​gether, but we are to encourage one another, so much the MORE as we see the Day approaching.

So on one hand we have ungodly thinking and speaking and acting against God and His Name (even those with a "tinge of religion" as they had in Malachi's day) and God was against them because their hearts were not with Him. And on the other hand we have a little handful who fear God and love Him. In the Book of Jude we read that the Lord is coming to JUDGE THE UNGODLY, sinners who have spoken ungodly things against Him. God warns us about blasphemy, which means SPEAKING AGAINST GOD.

"They thought upon His Name." That word "thought" is a wonderful word in the Hebrew! It means to com​pute, to bind or weave, to think much on or of. Those people got together all that they knew about God, and they "wove it together" in their thoughts, and they thought about GOD and His Nature, from all that they had of the evidence and knowledge of God. It is like a man to​day with a Bible in his hand. He wants to know what God is like. He puts to​gether something from this passage, and from that passage, and from an​other passage, and when he gathers together all that he can find about what God is like, he discovers that GOD is the Most Wonderful Being in the Universe---the God of Heaven!

I want to weep when I see a man with a wrong attitude toward God. I said tenderly to a man the other night ---a man who was speaking against God---"Brother, you don't know God. You don't know what He is like!" And I said, "I wouldn't want to MISS know​ing the Greatest Personality in all the Universe. I wouldn't want to miss KNOWING GOD."

These people thought upon His Name. These people loved the Lord. They were characterized by REVER​ENCE for the Lord, by thinking on His Name, "weaving together" all they knew about Him so that they had a resultant picture of the true, full, com​plete Character of God in His grace and mercy and love and justice and holiness---the Living and True God. "They spake often one to another" to encourage one another mutually in the things of God.

So we have on one hand those who love God, and on the other hand those who do not. And GOD IS TAKING NOTICE OF THE THOUGHTS AND WORDS of both the ungodly and the godly, those who fear Him and those who do not, those who reverence Him and those who do not, those who think about Him and those who do not, those who speak about Him and those who do not.

And that is the next thought we have: THE HUNGER OF GOD for the worship of His people! We read, "The Lord hearkened and heard." The Lord was listening! The Lord hearkened and heard what they had to say! Isn't that great? Now that word "hearkened" in the Hebrew means to prick up the ears! It means to point, to sharpen, to be attentive, to pay attention to care​fully, to listen so carefully that you get every syllable of every word! That tells me something about GOD. God is up in heaven looking down on earth. He is not interested so much in angels; angels are saved. He is not interested in the saints; He is looking after them, don't misunderstand me. He is not in​terested in the tremendous universe that He created and that He sustains, that He made with His Almighty Fin​gers. GOD is BENDING OVER THE PARAPETS OF HEAVEN with His ears pricked attentively LISTENING to what godly people think and say about Him. He is hearing what the ungodly say, too, according to Malachi. He hears the stout words they speak against Him. But GOD LOVES to hear what His people think and say about Him, about His Character and His Name. "The Lord hearkened and heard." He pricked up His ears. Some​body down there on earth is speaking about Me! Come together, angels of heaven, and look down on earth! While multitudes know Me not, while millions have no concern about Me and My true Nature and worship false gods and idols and have all kinds of mis​conceptions about Me, right down there in Atlanta, and in Richmond, and in dark Africa, and other places, there are little handfuls of real, godly people and they are THINKING ABOUT ME! They are talking about Me! They are honoring and reverencing MY NAME! 

The Lord hearkens and hears!

My friend, listen to me: IF THIS IS TRUE, that the God of heaven LIS​TENS, and sees our THOUGHTS and hears what we SAY---ABOUT HIM​ then may we HUMBLE OURSELVES before God, reverence Him, think about Him constantly, SPEAK ABOUT HIM to ourselves and to one another.
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