THE OVERCOMING LIFE

Jesse M. Hendley

Revelation Chapter 2 & 3

A letter came to my office the other day asking, "Can we live the overcoming life?" The answer is definitely YES! And WE'D BETTER live the overcoming life.

We read about "The Overcomer" several times in the Word of God, particularly in the Book of Revelation and the words of Jesus found in chapters 2 and 3. I call your attention to these passages today that they might be a blessing to your heart.

First of all, what is meant by the "overcoming" life? It is the life that conquers sin and unbelief. It is the life lived in the joy of salvation, victorious for God. It is the life of assurance, the life of certainty that it is well with our souls. It is the life that fulfills the purpose for which God created it, the life saved and walking with God, having victory over sin. It does not mean a life that is not tempted, because temptations come to all God's people, and perhaps more when you are saved. But, friends, there is victory over sin. There is the possibility, yea, the God-given privilege of living a life well pleasing to Him.

Every Christian wants a happy life, and real happiness and victory come from God. I don't want to live the supposedly--‑Christian life. If I walk with the Lord, I want to walk with the LORD. (We'd BETTER walk with Him, because NOT to walk with Him is to walk WITHOUT Him, and believe me, one of these days we are going to need Him more than anyone else in all the world.)

Now in Revelation 7, Jesus said, "He that hath an ear let him hear what the Spirit saith to the churches. To him that overcometh, to him will I give to eat of the Tree of Life, which is in the midst of the Paradise of God."

"To overcome,” means to CONQUER. It means to defeat all our foes‑--not BE defeated, but to DEFEAT everything that is in the way of our walking pleasing to God. Here the Lord says to the overcomer that He will give him something. "I will give to him TO EAT OF THE TREE OF LIFE in the midst of the Paradise of God."

Now if you want to know what "Paradise" means, go back to the first chapters of Genesis. You will find Adam walking in the cool of the day, in perfect fellowship with God in Paradise--‑no tears, no sickness, no sorrows, no jails, no hospitals, no death, nothing of that sort; only perfect peace and harmony with the Lord. Paradise refers to that wonderful heaven that God has prepared for those who love Him. Only by living the overcoming life can we hope to eat of the Tree of life, which means to live forever with God in Paradise. We MUST be conquerors! We MUST live as conquerors over the world, the flesh and the devil. So many people ARE BEING conquered today. So many Christians are living in DEFEAT. It should not be that way, for there is victory for the people of God. How we praise Him for it.

Now in Revelation, chapter 2, we read: "He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the Second Death." Let me call your attention to that wonderful passage. There is the FEAR OF HELL. You and I are conscious that we have sinned against God. We have done things we ought not to have done, and we have FAILED to do things He has TOLD us to do. We are sinners by nature, and sinners by choice. SINNERS! All of us have the consciousness of sin. But we can be OVERCOMERS through Jesus, when we have accepted Him as Saviour AND LORD. He wants us to have victory over sin. And when we do have this victory, it is evident that GOD'S LIFE is operating in us! The result is that we shall not be hurt of the Second Death means Eternal Separation from God and the Lake of Fire, as we read at the close of this Bible.

This death is an awful thing to think about. None of us like to think about death for the unsaved. But friends, out yonder beyond what we know as physical death, there is a SECOND DEATH, for those who are not overcomers, those who are not living in the victory God planned for us to have through the Lord Jesus Christ. Let me say again that to be an overcomer does not mean that you will not have temptation and testing and trial, that sin doesn't approach you. It does mean you can have victory over sin so that it cannot command you and rule you and make you its slave. YOU shall conquer IT! We are MORE THAN CONQUERORS through Him that loved us, we read in Romans 8. So, those who do not overcome SHALL BE HURT of the Second Death. It is because they did not let God operate in and through their lives.

The next passage we have on The Overcomer is in chapter 2, verse 17. "To him that overcometh will I give of the hidden manna. I will give him a white stone, and upon the stone a new name written, that no one knoweth but he that receiveth." So here again is a statement about the person who overcomes, who conquers the world, the flesh and the devil.

You remember that the Children of Israel were sustained by the manna God gave them in the wilderness. God took care of His people. God was looking after them. God provided for them. So that is what this means. In Eternity, God will be taking care of us, feeding us, watching over us, caring for our every need.

We read that He will give us a white stone and a new name written which no man knows but he who receives it. A white stone. White symbolizes purity.

Someone has suggested a figure from the old days. When someone's innocence was in question before judges on the bench, if white stones were put in the bag by the judges then the person was exonerated; if a black stone was found in the bag, the person was condemned. Here the Lord casts the white stone for us! I don't know whether that has anything to do with this passage or not, but there were stones in the breastplate and shoulders of the high priest in the Old Testament. 

We read in the Book of Hebrews that Christ fulfilled that passage for us, and just like Aaron of old, who bore upon his heart the names of the children of Israel inscribed in those precious stones, and upon his shoulders of strength before the Lord, even so JESUS bears US upon His heart and shoulders of strength, before the Father. He will be our Support throughout the ages of Eternity. Certainly it does mean that God is for us, and in giving us a NEW NAME, it will be a name indicative of our NEW CHARACTER.

You know, when a young lady marries a young man and she takes over his name, she takes over a new character. She takes over the character of belonging to him as his wife, belonging to him in a new relationship for the future. And so it is, God will give to us a new name. It means that we will be HIS, through the ages of Eternity, with a NEW CHARACTER, belonging to His house and family. It is going to be wonderful, friends! How we praise God for the wonder of it all. What a Great Salvation God has for us! But remember, the blessing is only for the OVERCOMER, the person who conquers the world, turns his back upon it; the flesh, says No to the passions of the flesh; and to the devil and his temptations. The overcomer puts GOD FIRST in his life. Certainly that is what it means to overcome‑--to put God first in our lives.

The next passage referring to the overcomer is found in Revelation 2:26. "He ..that ..overcometh ..and ..he ..that keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give authority over the nations. He shall rule them with a rod of iron. As the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father. I will give unto him the morning star. He that hath an ear let him hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches." I wonder today if we are lethargic and hard of hearing. God help us to have ears to hear the teachings of the Word of God!

Now notice that Jesus defines an overcomer in this passage. He says that an overcomer is one who "keepeth my works unto the end." "My works" refers to the things He has commanded us to do for Him in this present life. All through the four Gospels--‑Matthew, Mark, Luke and John--‑we have the SAYINGS AND TEACHINGS OF JESUS. There are people today who just accept Christ as their Saviour in open, public confession, but never pick up this New Testament to read it and find out what the Master says to do! But that is what Jesus is referring to here. "He that keepeth my works unto the very end." If we do that, then the promise is to the overcomer. 

The overcomer is the one who puts Jesus first in his life. The overcomer asks, "What will the MASTER have me to do?" When we do keep his works to the end and overcome, He gives authority over the nations. During the coming Millennium His people shall reign with Him over this entire earth for a thousand years. We are going to be associated with the Lord Jesus!

Jesus says, "I will give to him the morning star." If you read the closing two chapters of this Book of Revelation, you will find that Jesus says in the last chapter, "I am the bright and morning star." In other words, He gives Himself to the overcomer. Jesus will not give Himself to the careless professor, the nominal Christian, who is a Christian in name only. He will give Himself to the man or woman who means business with Him, who puts Jesus first, who picks up the New Testament and reads of Him and seeks to the best of his or her ability to live the CHRISTIAN LIFE.

Friend, are you an overcomer today? My answer to the question is, "YOU CAN BE." You must first RECEIVE CHRIST into your heart, in full surrender to Him. Let JESUS be FIRST in your life! Will you do it?
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