THE ORDER OF END TIME EVENTS
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Ephesians 3:11

God has a plan for this world. He is operating according to plan, and neither devils nor man can divert God from executing His plan. We read in Ephesians 3:11, "According to the eternal purpose which He purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord." More literally, it says, "The purpose of the ages, which He purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord." Right now, as you read these words, God is on schedule. His train is running on time, and nothing can delay or alter His plan.

The Rapture of the Church

The next event in God's prophetic plan is the Rapture of the Church. The word rapture is from the Latin rapto, which means, "to take, seize, capture, take away by force." It is the exact equivalent of the Greek word harpazo, and it is used in 1 Thessalonians 4, where we read that we shall be "caught up" together to meet the Lord in the air.

"For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ shall rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so shall we ever be with the Lord" (vv.16‑17).

One day every Christian will suddenly disappear from the earth. We don't know the date nor the time when this will occur. There are no specific signs for this event. The Lord has warned us that it may happen at any second. Before this day is over, the Lord Jesus Christ may have come! The great preacher G. Campbell Morgan used to keep on his desk the little motto: PERHAPS TODAY. He believed that Jesus could come at any time.

This is not the Second Coming. Rather, it is the moment when the Lord descends into the air and the first resurrection takes place. Our departed Christian loved ones' bodies will come up out of the graves. Jesus will reunite spirit, soul, and body, when we are caught up together to meet Him in the air. We'll be given our glorified bodies, and we'll be forever with the Lord. God says to His believing people, "Comfort one another with these words" (v.18).

The Judgment Seat of Christ

After the Christians are caught up to meet the Lord in the air, two events will take place. One is the Judgment Seat of Christ. This judgment is not for sin, because the sin‑question was settled at the cross by the atoning work of the Lord Jesus. This is a judgment of our works. He will go over the record of our lives, examining what we have done since we became Christians. On that day we'll wish we had worked our fingers to the bone for Christ. We'll wish then that we had done our very best for Him.

The Marriage Supper of the Lamb

The second, event is the Marriage Supper of the Lamb. (Jesus is called the Lamb in Scripture.) He will "present [the church] to Himself, a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish" (Ephesians 5:27).

This is the wedding in the skies! Believe me, this

is one wedding I'm going to attend. When Christ takes His bride (believers of this church age from the cross to the Rapture) to meet Him in the air, He will present her to Himself in an eternal marriage.

The Tribulation Period

While we are up there with our Lord, the tribulation period will break loose down here on earth. After the church is raptured, Israel will make a covenant with the Antichrist for a 7‑year period. For the first half of that period, the Antichrist will pose as a friend of the Jews. But in the middle of the 7‑year period he will tear off his mask and reveal himself as "the man of sin" (2 Thessalonians 2:3). Then begins the heat of the Great Tribulation, the period of greatest trouble this world has ever known. Jesus Christ said that if He didn't cut it short by His return, not a single human being would be left alive on this earth.

I say to you on the authority of God's Word, if you think things are bad now, you may be sure they are going to get worse. It will be a horrible experience for those left on earth after Christ has taken the church away and the tribulation judgments break forth.

It's going to be a time of worldwide war. God's Word speaks of that period when much of the world's population will be destroyed. We read in the Revelation that a third of mankind will be destroyed (9:15), and we also read in chapter 6 that a fourth of the earth's population will be destroyed (v.8). Never in the history of the world has there been such colossal destruction.

There will be no peace anywhere on earth. When the church is raptured, the Holy Spirit will remove all restraint of sin, and every human being will do whatever he desires, without hindrance. Can you imagine the murders, rape, and stealing that will occur when every evil thought will be expressed? There will be violence over the earth such as this world has never known since the days of the Flood.

There will be worldwide famine. God will shut up the heavens and not a drop of rain will fall on the earth. He will turn the waters into blood. Famine such as we have never seen will stalk the earth.

There will be pestilence, which always goes along with such ravages of human life.

The Deceiver Unmasked

The most horrible thing will be that the devil's man, the Antichrist, will take over. He will be the supreme authority. Neither the United States of America nor Russia, but Europe headed up by the Antichrist will be in the position of preeminence when Jesus Christ comes again. Today we are seeing evidence of the countries of Europe coming together.

In The U.S. News & World Report, some men who don't profess to know anything about the Bible said, "Europe will unify swiftly. She will become the third superpower." God's Word says that Europe will not be just a third superpower; she will be No. 1. The United States is destined for decline because of internal moral decay. It is clear in Bible prophecy that a 10 nation European alliance will lend authority to the Antichrist, who will be in absolute power for the latter three and a half years of the Tribulation. Then Christ will return to destroy him and bring peace at last.

God tells us in Revelation 13:3 that this fearful being will be mortally wounded. The apostle John said that the "deadly wound was healed. And all the world marveled at the beast." The word for beast in Greek is therion, and it means "wild beast." Here the Antichrist is called a wild beast. The Antichrist has a wound that results in death, but the wound is

healed. That means resurrection from the dead. I believe the Antichrist is going to be killed, will lie in state, and then will rise from the dead in an authentic resurrection. Everyone in the world will be astonished at this great leader who has risen from the dead.

Verse 4 says, "So the world worshiped the dragon [the devil] who gave power to the wild beast [the Antichrist], saying, `Who is like the beast? Who is able to make war with him?"' This language means that no one on the face of the earth will be able to challenge the military power and might of the Antichrist.

"And he was given a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies, and authority was given to him to continue forty‑two months [three and a half years]. And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme His name, and His tabernacle, and those who dwell in heaven" (vv.5‑6). Blasphemy is speaking against God. The chief characteristic of this vile, devil‑inspired man is blasphemy. God will give the world into his hands three and a half years before Jesus returns.

"It was given unto him to make war with the saints" (v.7). These are not the saints of the church age. We'll be with Jesus in heaven. These are people on earth who are saved during the tribulation period. God will never leave Himself without a witness. The tribulation period, as horrible as it will be, will be a time of salvation. We read in Revelation 7 that 144,000 Jews will be sealed, and God will keep them during that time. Also, a great multitude of Gentiles that no one can number will be saved. Many of them will be martyred for their belief in Jesus and their testimony for Him.

"And all that dwell on the earth will worship Him, whose names have not been written in the Book of Life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world" (13:8). All of earth's unbelieving people will worship the Antichrist. This is a tragic thing. Instead of the world ultimately being converted, the masses of humanity will worship not God but this man! We are getting ready for that right now, in these days of terrible moral and spiritual decline.

The False Prophet

Notice verses 11 and 12 of Revelation 13. A false prophet will lead in the worship of the Antichrist. "And I beheld another wild beast coming up out of the earth, and he had two horns like a lamb, and he spoke like a dragon. And he exercises all the authority of the first beast before him. And he causes the earth and all who dwell in it to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed." There we have it again‑the deadly wound healed. If this doesn't mean resurrection from the dead, language doesn't mean anything.

"And he performs great wonders" (v.13). The word translated wonders here is the same word used for the miracles of Jesus. Miracles are coming back---devilish miracles, devil‑inspired miracles, miracles designed not to point to God but to the devil and the devil's man, to lead people to worship him as God! When this man is raised from the dead and genuine miracles are done around him, no wonder people will be deceived. God has put this in the Book as a warning so that His own elect will not be misled. His people have the Bible in their hands, and you can't deceive someone who has the Bible in his hands and in his heart.

Verse 13 continues, "He makes fire come down from heaven on earth in the sight of men." This is the

work of the false prophet. When a man raises his hand and calls down fire from heaven, I tell you, people will stand in awe.

"And he deceives those who dwell on the earth by those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the wild beast, saying to those who dwell on the earth that they should make an image to the wild beast who was wounded by a sword and did live" (v.14). Here is the third time we read of the Antichrist's wound unto death, but that he was raised from the dead. So the people will make an image of him, which will be placed in the temple in Jerusalem‑an abomination to God.

The Image of the Antichrist

The Jews will have rebuilt their temple, reestablished their religious ceremonies, and reinstituted their sacrifices. But the Antichrist, who has now been revealed as the man of sin, will stop their worship. Instead, he and his false prophet will place in the temple the image of the Antichrist. This image is called the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet and to which Jesus alluded in Matthew 24.

Now listen to verse 15. "And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast." This image is not a robot. This is literal language. Life and breath are given to that image. That image has life and speaks and causes everyone who does not worship the Antichrist to be killed. This is a living image with power to destroy all who refuse to worship.

The Mark of the Beast

"And he causes all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on their RIGHT hand or on their forehead, and that no one may bug or sell except one who has the mark or the name of the beast, or the number of his name" (vv.16‑17). We are well aware that everything is moving toward computerization of all human life. Right now we are face to face with it. We have the technology, by computer, to invade the lives of earth's billions of people.

Many years ago when I preached this, people laughed and said, "There's nothing to all that stuff." But now by computers the economical status and financial activity of every human being on the face of the earth can be controlled. Those people are not laughing now. The time is coming when by electronics a person will not be able to buy or sell or earn a living for his family unless he receives the mark or name of the beast or the number of his name.

"Here is wisdom. Let him who has understanding calculate the number of the wild beast, for it is the number of a man. And his number is 666" (v.18). This is a human being, inspired and controlled by the devil just as Jesus was inspired and controlled by God Almighty. The Antichrist's number is 666. The minute anyone receives the mark of the Antichrist, that person is doomed. He can never be saved. He has committed an unpardonable sin.

Revelation 14:9‑11 says, "And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, `If any man worship the wild beast and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead or in his hand, the same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb. And the smoke of their torment ascends up forever and ever. And they have no rest day or night, who worship the wild beast and his image, and whoever receives the mark of his name. "

If people receive that mark, they are doomed for

hell. If they do not receive the mark but receive Jesus as Savior and Lord, the Antichrist will seek to kill them. They will have to go underground or lose their lives.

Hell is going to break loose after the church is caught up to meet the Lord in the air. The tribulation judgment, the period of earth's greatest agony, is coming. If you read Revelation 6 through 19:11, you will realize that the period of greatest agony for the human race is still ahead.

Someone says, "Why will God permit it?" Because for nearly 2,000 years God has been presenting His Son Jesus Christ to the world, and most people have turned their backs on Him. God will deliver them into the devil's hands. They will worship the devil! They will go to hell. There will be some who will believe, but they will pay for it with their lives.

Earth Invaded by Demons

Not only will the Tribulation break on this earth and the Antichrist rule in horror, but demons will be let loose on the earth to torment mankind.

Listen to what God says in Revelation 9, verse 1.

"And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star fall from heaven to the earth, and to him was given the key of the bottomless pit. " There is a place in this universe called the abussos in Greek. This word is used of the deepest places in the ocean, some of which are 8 miles deep. It is translated "bottomless pit." It is a deep hole that has a cover and a lock on it.

"And he opened the bottomless pit, and there arose a smoke out of the pit, as the smoke of a great furnace. So the sun and the air were darkened because of the smoke of the pit. And out of the smoke locusts came upon the earth" (vv.2‑3). These locusts are not the little green insects that devastate huge areas, hordes of them eating up all the greenery. These locusts are demons out of hell that will prey on human life!

"And to them was given power, as the scorpions of the earth have power. And it was commanded that they should not hurt the grass of the earth, neither any green thing, nor any tree, but only those men who do not have the seal of God on their foreheads" (vv.3‑4). These demons will attack men and women who have received the mark of the beast.

"They were not given authority to kill them, but to torment them for five months. And their torment was like the torment of a scorpion when it strikes a man" (v.5). We are told that the sting of a scorpion is the most terrible pain a human being can experience.

"In those days men will seek death and will not find it. They will desire to die, but death will, f lee from them" (v.6). People will be unable to commit suicide. They will try unsuccessfully to get away from the excruciating torment of demons out of the pit of hell that have been let loose on the human family.

Verse 10 tells us, "They had tails like scorpions, and there were stings in their tails, and their power was to hurt men five months. And they had a king over them, which is the angel of the bottomless pit, whose name in the Hebrew tongue is Abaddon [which means Destroyer] but in the Greek tongue Apollyon [which also means Destroyer]."

The name Jesus means "Savior." The name Abaddon or Apollyon means "Destroyer." Jesus is the Savior of men's souls! The devil and Antichrist are the destroyers of men's souls. The mass of people all over this earth have turned their backs on Jesus the Savior and have chosen the way of the destroyer of their souls. They have been horribly deceived. We know from God's Word that demonism has occurred

in the past, and that it will occur in the future, but what about today?

Are Demons Active Today?

Can a person be possessed by demons today? Some years ago Hollywood produced a movie called "The Exorcist." I did not see the movie, but I have been told that it shocked America.

Some of us have been preaching about the reality of demons for years. Then Hollywood puts out a film about the exorcism of demons, and suddenly people pay attention. I've been told that the film portrays a person who is possessed of an alien spirit. Demon possession is an alien spirit or spirits out of hell taking over the body and mind and total being of an individual. After seeing the film, many people became ill, upset, had to go to psychiatrists, had to be put into mental institutions.

The truth about demons has been in the Bible all the time. The Bible mentions mute demons. This doesn't mean that every person who can't speak is possessed of a demon; it means that in some cases a demon makes the person unable to speak.

The Bible also mentions deaf demons. It doesn't mean every person who cannot hear is possessed of a demon, but in some cases a demon possesses a person and makes him deaf so that he cannot hear. The Bible speaks of unclean spirits, filthy spirits, that produce filth in their victims‑moral filth.

All over America today, our nation is up to its neck in sin! And much of it can be attributed to the work of demons. They are often involved in alcoholism and drugs. If the devil can get you under the power and grip of some sin, he will accomplish his purpose, which is to keep you from Christ.

The devil is out to make you a drunkard. He is the instigator of the drug culture. Think of all the people who are caught in this trap. He is after their brains, their minds, and their bodies. Marijuana, heroin, cocaine. Anybody is foolish to experiment with drugs in the first place. But this is more than a physical and social problem; it is a spiritual problem.

Demons make people filthy. Satan is back of sexual permissiveness, adultery, and the awful tidal wave of pornographic literature, nudity, and unspeakable perversion. In most colleges, young men and women may live together without marriage. Television entertainment openly portrays people in adulterous relationships. Marriage is going down the drain.

But I want to tell you that there is still a Bible. There is still a God, and you will have to face Him one day. And there is still a hell. Demons make people morally filthy. When you see somebody in the grip of vile perversion, you may be sure that it is the influence of demons.

Seven Demons Cast Out

The Bible tells us that Jesus Christ cast seven demons out of Mary Magdalene. After Jesus died on the cross and was laid in the tomb, she went to the garden to mourn Him. She asked the man she thought was the caretaker, "Where have you laid Him?" But it wasn't the caretaker; it was Jesus. He spoke her name: "Mary." She knelt before Him and clung to His feet. She wasn't going to let Him go. Isn't that beautiful! No wonder! He had cast seven demons out of her and set her free from their terrible oppression. He gave her a new life‑a clean life.

Then Jesus said to Mary, "Don't cling to Me, for I have not yet ascended to My Father. Go tell my brethren that I am ascending to My Father and your Father, and to My God and your God" (John 20:17).

Six Thousand Demons Exorcised In the pages of the New Testament we read about demon possession. Read in the 5th chapter of Mark about a man possessed of demons, living among the tombs, tearing his hair, screaming and cutting himself till the blood gushed out. He was so strong that when men would come and wrap chains around him to bind him, he would break those chains with the superhuman strength of the demons within him. No man could tame him.

"When the demon‑possessed man saw Jesus afar off; he ran and worshiped Him and cried with a loud voice, `What have I to do with You, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I implore You by God that You do not torment me,' for Jesus had said to him, `Come out of the man, unclean spirit!' Then He asked the man, `what is your name?"' (Mark 5:6‑9).

The reply coming out of that demonized man was, "My name is Legion; for we are many." My name (singular) is many (plural). In Jesus' day a Roman legion was composed of 6,000 soldiers.

Here was a man who was possessed of 6,000 demons! And when Jesus was about to cast them out of the man, they begged Him not to do it. But demons are absolutely subject to the Son of God.

There was a herd of 2,000 swine feeding on the hillside, and the demons said, "Send us into the swine so that we may enter them." Jesus allowed it, and those 6,000 demons went out of the man and into the hogs. The herd ran violently down the hill and into the sea, where they were drowned. No wonder this man was wild, if the 6,000 demons that had possessed him drove 2,000 hogs to their death.

In many of our mental institutions today are people who have been diagnosed as having all kinds of psychological problems, but some of them are possessed by demons, without a shadow of doubt. And there are some people around us, not in institutions, who are possessed by demons.

I have studied what the Bible says about demons and it is unmistakable that the Bible teaches the possibility of demon possession, that human beings can be possessed physically and mentally by an alien spirit.

Experience in Rio de Janeiro

I was in South America some years ago on a preach​ing mission in Rio de Janeiro, where I was asked to speak to a convocation of preachers. When I arrived, the missionary who met me said, "Jess, the great problem here in Rio is demon worship." I learned that in one area alone there were 300 churches dedi​cated to the worship of demons and that 30 book​stores carried the paraphernalia used in that worship.

The man in charge of the conference told me he went to the home of a demon‑possessed man. He said, "As I approached the house, rocks came up off the ground, and without benefit of hand or body they were hurled against that house. I saw chunks of mud come up from the ground, and they were slung against that house. There was no one around to do it."

The man continued, "I walked into the house and I heard the rattling of dishes. I saw two boots walk across the Odor and enter into the fire and become consumed by the flames. I saw that man walk out the door, and the demons flipped him over on his back into some bushes. He was injured under the power of the demons." The man said to me, "I got out of there as quickly as I could. I saw those things with my own eyes. I am telling you the absolute truth."

In some foreign lands, demonism is common. The people live with it. They are familiar with demon possession. When I go to a foreign land to speak, I always try to confer with my interpreter beforehand. So in Rio I asked my interpreter about his conver​sion, and he told me he was raised in a home where the father was a demon‑possessed man, a devil wor​shiper. He looked at me and said, "Many a time I saw my father come staggering home at 2 or 3 o'clock in the morning disheveled, bloody, and muddy. The demon had driven him out in the night in agony."

I said, "Well, you were converted. Was your father ever saved?" He answered, "No, sir. He died with a horrible look on his face. My father is in hell. A man can stay with the devil and the demons till he can't get away from them, and then it's too late. My father waited too late to be saved."

Drugs, Demons, Deliverance at Daytona Beach

I have a friend who for many years had a chapel on the beach at Daytona where so many young people congregate. It was a place on the boardwalk where anyone could come in and hear a gospel message. He had a group of young people who knew the Lord and would witness for Christ in a wonderful way.

One day a young woman who was on drugs drift​ed in and began coming regularly to the meeting place. Over a period of time, these Christian young people tried to lead her to Christ and help her break the habit.

On one occasion she had a violent seizure, and it required five of the young men to hold that girl down. Finally, they took her to the hospital, for they didn't know what was wrong with her, and the doc​tors didn't know either. After a while, her violence and agony subsided, and they brought her back from the hospital.

A few nights later, my friend was awakened after the midnight hour by some of his young people. They said, "She is having another seizure. Come quickly." He went down and found that again she had to be restrained. She seemed to have supernatural strength. They thought it was withdrawal from the drugs. A young woman came into the room and asked, "What's going on?" They told her, "This girl is going through withdrawal from drugs." She looked on the scene for a few minutes, and then said, "No, it isn't withdrawal. I know what it is. And I warn you, if this girl doesn't get help, she will die."

Being a deeply spiritual man, and knowing God and the Bible as he does, my friend realized that this might be a case of demon possession. He bent over the girl and said, "If you are a demon in this girl, speak to me!" There was no answer. Then he remembered that demons must obey the name of Jesus, for they are under the absolute authority of the Son of God. He said, "I command you in the name of Jesus, if you are a demon in this girl, speak to me!" And a gutteral, deep, male voice came out of the depths of that girl and answered, "Yes."

Then there ensued a battle, as this man of God bent over that girl and cast not one but many demons out of her.

While he was casting the demons out, he questioned them and was able to piece together the sordid history of the girl. The voices informed him that when she was just a schoolgirl in Atlanta she became hooked on drugs. They told him exactly what was done and where it was done. They told him about a Satan‑worship service where among the people on drugs there were obscenities that are unmentionable‑things that are absolutely sickening.

One of the demons had convinced this girl that she had killed a woman. Under the influence of drugs, she got into an altercation with a woman on the street. In her rage she took a bottle, broke it, and cut the woman, who was now on the ground, the blood flowing freely. The demon was telling her, "You killed the woman! You killed the woman!" But the woman was not dead. The demon was just tormenting this girl to keep her from the Lord Jesus Christ.

Finally, the last demon came out of that precious girl by the power of Christ. When she had regained strength from the exhausting ordeal, these Christian friends told her about her history. She grew angry with them, believing they had gone to Atlanta to find out about her. But they had never even left the room. They had learned her history from the demons.

Demon Activity Prevalent

My friend, don't think for a moment that demonism was prevalent only in Bible times. I say to you that demonism exists today‑in foreign lands such as South America and Africa and India, and in Atlanta, Chicago, and Los Angeles right now! It's in cities and towns all over the world.

The question has come to me, "Do you really believe that people can be possessed of demons?" Yes, I do. I have just proven it. People not only can be, but many are possessed of demons, and any unsaved person is subject to demon possession.

Can a Christian be possessed of demons? Emphatically no. A Christian is indwelt by Christ, and Jesus Christ

will not live in the same house with a demon. No way! All three persons of the Divine Trinity come to live in the heart of a believer in Jesus Christ.  

However, many Christians do have to fight the power of the devil and demons. The apostle Paul wrote, "We wrestle not against flesh and blood but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness, against spiritual wickedness in the heavenlies" (Ephesians 6:12).

If you don't know what I'm talking about, maybe you haven't met the Lord or haven't yet matured to the point of recognizing this truth. I have had to fight the powers of hell all the years I have been preaching. The devil is against God and Christ and the preaching of the Word of God. Paul said to the saints at Thessalonica that he wanted to come and visit them but Satan hindered him.

If Satan hindered Paul from doing the will of God, how many times have you and I been hindered from doing the will of God? The devil wrestles with us. If he can, he will keep you from Christ and salvation. He knows he is destined for hell and he wants to take as many people as possible to hell with him.

If you have received Jesus and are determined to live for Him, you'll find that the devil will try to sabotage your Christian life, defile your testimony, and keep you from winning souls to Christ. That's why the Christian life is such a battle: We are fighting the forces of hell.

It takes complete dedication, constant prayer, study, and faith in God's Word to overcome satanic power and do the will of God. While it is true that a child of God cannot be possessed and controlled by a demon, he may be influenced by satanic powers.

Protection Against Demons

One of the most frightening truths, and yet one of the most blessed, is the Bible teaching of individual responsibility. A child is born, and a few years later

he reaches the age of accountability, that time when children intelligently know that they are sinners, that Christ died for them, and that God commands them to accept Jesus as their Savior. That is the moment they become personally responsible to make their decision for or against Christ. If a child at that point accepts Christ as Savior and Lord, he begins the journey toward heaven.

"The path of the righteous is as the dawning light that shines more and more to the perfect day" (Proverbs 4:18).

"We, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transfigured into the same image, from one height of glory to another by the Spirit of the Lord" (2 Corinthians 3:18).

The believer's destiny is not only to be with Christ but to be like Christ. We shall be like Him when we see Him as He is. God is going to populate heaven with a lot of little Jesuses! And He begins the process when we accept Christ as our Savior. Everyone who has Christ in his heart is moving toward the goal of being just like Jesus. We'll be like Him at the Rapture or at death‑when we see Christ. To be like Jesus! My, what a destiny!

But if a child reaches the age of accountability and refuses to receive Christ, that child will be on his way to hell, and the devil will start working on that life. The devil is the spirit who is continually energizing the sons of disobedience (Ephesians 2:2). A son of disobedience is a person who disobeys God in rejecting Christ as his Savior. The devil is already operating in the lives of our children trying to keep them from Christ. We see it in teenagers and other young people who have shut Him out of their lives.

Eighty percent of the people who are saved were brought to Christ between the ages of 8 and 15.  Beyond 16, comparatively few come to Christ. That's when the devil ties them up. That's why I try to lead children to Christ. If they keep on rejecting Christ, they will increasingly come under Satan's influence. But when we receive Christ as Savior, He enters our hearts and we are protected from demon activity. To reject Him is to leave yourself vulnerable to Satan.

There are people today who have been in the hands of the devil for years. Satan has taken control of their lives. Finally, they will become just like the devil. Jesus said to certain people of His day, "You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do" (John 8:44). That means, they were children of the devil. They had the nature of the devil. They were like the devil.

Of the billions of people on this earth, thank God that some are becoming more and more like Christ and their destiny is to become just like Jesus. But the masses who have refused Christ will become like the devil and will spend eternity with him in hell.

Against the dark picture of what the world is like today and what it will be like in the future Tribula​tion, God has given Christians a bright and blessed hope‑the Rapture of the Church!

The Next Event in God's Program

At any moment the Rapture may take place. Only those who have received Christ will be caught up to meet Him in the air. The time to receive Him is now. Don't count on tomorrow.

Think about it. Two people are talking on the telephone and suddenly one of them is gone. People are riding in an automobile. The driver is a Christian and suddenly he's gone. A plane is flying at 35,000 feet, loaded with passengers. The pilot and co‑pilot are Christians and they are suddenly taken. Or it

may be the opposite: the passengers are Christians, and suddenly the unsaved pilot and co‑pilot are fly​ing the plane alone.

In the office, the boss is a Christian and is taken, and the employees are left behind. Or the employees are Christians and the boss is not; they are taken and he is left behind. In the home, a husband and wife are sleeping in the same bed; one is taken, the other left. Saved parents go and leave unsaved chil​dren; saved children go and leave unsaved parents.

If the Rapture takes place on a Sunday morning, how many in the congregation will be taken? How many will be left? How many Sunday school teach​ers will be taken? How many will be left? How many men in the pulpit will be taken? How many left? Oh, beloved, are you ready to be caught up to meet the Lord in the air?

There are two reasons why every person should be absolutely sure of his or her salvation. The Rap​ture may take place at any moment, or death may meet you at any moment. In the light of this, I want to be ready. The most foolish thing in the world is not to be ready.

A Thirty‑two‑year‑old Man

I used to live in a condominium, just the right size for my wife and me. There was a wall between us and our nearest neighbor. One night about 10 o'clock I was in my study. My wife called to me, "Something is going on outside." I looked out the window and saw police cars. I went out quickly to see what was happening.

Two firemen were working over the body of a big, husky man about 32 years of age. One man was administering CPR. He kept pressing on the man's chest, trying to get the heart started. Finally he put electrodes on his body, and the body would leap when hit with the electric charge. After doing this for some time, one of the men on his knees looked at his buddy and just shook his head. It was useless. They picked up his body and took it away.

Fourteen feet from where I was standing, a man had died of a massive heart attack. If he was not a Christian, there was no time to repent, no time to receive Jesus, no time to get right with God.

When they took that body away, I said to him in my thoughts, "It doesn't matter to you now about a job. It doesn't matter to you now about your position, your wife, your children." I never was able to find out whether or not he was ready.

You'll want to be saved when Jesus comes. You'll want to be serving Jesus when He comes. Nothing matters at death but your relationship to Christ.

A Sixteen‑year‑old Boy

A woman called me one night and said, "Will you please go down to Grady hospital and see my son. He is critically ill. He is 16 years old but he is not saved. Preacher, I can't stand to see my boy die without Christ. Please go see him and try to lead him to Jesus." I said, "I'll go."

When I walked into the room, his sister was sitting beside the bed. I said, "Your mother asked me to come and pray with him." She said, "You can't pray with him, Preacher. He's unconscious." So I had prayer with her and said I'd be back the next day.

When I returned, the bed was empty. With a heavy heart I asked the nurse where the boy was. She said, "He is out on the porch." My hopes revived, but when I walked out on the porch my heart sank. He was in an iron lung. A mechanical device was keeping him breathing. There was no expression on his face.

I said to the nurse, "I am a minister. This boy's mother asked me to come and have a word of prayer with him. May I speak to him?" She said, "Preacher, I'm not supposed to tell you, but nobody will ever speak to this boy again. He will never regain consciousness." I wanted to reach out and pull that boy's soul back from hell.

There comes a time when it is too late. That 16- year‑old boy lay there and died, without God, without Christ, without hope. He had been careful to feed his body and to educate his mind, but had made the horrible mistake of forgetting his soul.

What About You?

If you do not receive Christ as your Savior, when you come to die the devil will claim your soul! If you receive Jesus, Christ Himself will meet you and take care of you. He'll take you Home to be with Him in heaven. It is either the devil or Christ. I am speaking to you, boy or girl, teenager, man or woman. You must receive Jesus into your heart as your Savior and Lord to be saved. If you are not sure that you are saved, receive Jesus right now, without delay.

Perhaps you are saying, "Brother Hendley, I am a Christian. I have been born again. I am saved. Thank God, the demons cannot possess me. But I admit that I have allowed Satan to hinder me from doing the will of the Lord. I have neglected prayer and reading the Bible. I have not been serving Jesus as I ought, and right now I want to make a rededication of my life to the Lord." I say to you, do it!

Or you may be saying, "I am not saved. I don't know that if I died tonight I would be in heaven. But I don't want to go to hell. I don't want the devil to claim my soul. I don't want to die like that 16 year-old boy. I know that God may call me at any moment, and I want to be ready. I want to be saved." 

I'll tell you how to be saved. God's Word says in Romans 10:13, "Whoever calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved." That means that if you call on Jesus to save you, He will do it. If you invite Him to come into your heart, He will do it. If you want to be sure of salvation, believe the promise of His Word.

When you believe, God says He gives you the right to be called a child of God, that you have ever​lasting life, and that you will never come into judg​ment for your sins (John 1:12; 3:16; 5:24).

Then confess Christ openly. The Bible says that

"if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart man believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth con​fession is made unto salvation" (Romans 10:9‑10).

Don't let Satan deceive you any longer. This may be the last chance you'll ever have to be saved. The next event on God's time‑table is the Rapture, and no one knows when it will occur. It may be today. Are you ready?
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