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John 17:23

All through the Word of God, we find that the LORD is to be in us, to dwell in us, to walk in us, and that we are in Him. "I in them and they in Me," He says in John, the seventeenth chapter. The believer is to dwell in Christ and Christ is to indwell the believer. There is to be a ONENESS of the believer with Christ.

Now that truth involves THREE things and this message will search our very hearts today, everyone of us who name the Name of Christ. Do YOU name the name Christ?  Have YOU made a profession as a Christian? If so, this

message is going to burn your heart.  It has burned my heart to realize the ONENESS‑--MY oneness--‑with the

Lord Jesus Christ. This message has three truths:

First of all, HIS PASSION IS OUR PASSION.

Second, HIS PROGRAM IS OUR PROGRAM.

Third, HIS POWER IS OUR POWER.

Passion

His passion is our passion! That is, the passion of the Lord Jesus Christ is the same passion that should be in the heart of every true child of His, because HE INDWELLS US. What is meant by "passion?" It means the

things that moved Him to come into this world and accomplish His tremend​ous work. The same things that moved Jesus Christ should move us today.

Now what are the things that moved Jesus Christ, and should move us?

First of all, LOVE TO GOD! We ought to love God our Father. We ought to love Him because He created us. We ought to love Him because He sustains us. He gives us every breath we breathe, every bit of food we put into our mouths, the clothes we have on our Backs, our loved ones, our friends, our work, and everything we

enjoy. They are all His gifts to us.  Without God our Father, we could not be alive. In Him we live and move and have our being. Jesus Christ LOVED God the Father. He came into this world and it was the passion of His

life to please God the Father and to do the things that were pleasing in His sight. And so it should be with you and me.

His second passion was His tremendous SYMPATHY FOR THE LOST WORLD. Jesus Christ LOVED MEN! Jesus Christ came down out of heaven to SAVE men. He came into this world of sin and suffering and death, TO DIE that men might live. Jesus Christ was moved by the plight, the predicament, the suffering, of the human race. He gave His very best, even to the last drop of His blood, in order to lift men into the Presence of God.

So His LOVE TO GOD THE FATHER and His SYMPATHY FOR THE LOST were His great passions. These should be the motivating passions of my life and yours! We should love God and desire to carry out His will, and we should have sympathy and love for the lost, trying to reach them and lift them to God.

There is a third passion that should move us to give our very best, and that is FAITH IN HIS MASTERSHIP!

Faith in the Mastership of the Lord Jesus Christ. If we call Him "Master," we must do the things He says. One day Jesus said to those who claimed Him as their Master, and yet did not do what He desired, "Why call ye Me LORD and do not what I say?"

So the passions that should motivate us in this life are LOVE TO GOD, SYMPATHY FOR THE LOST WORLD and FAITH IN HIS MASTERSHIP.

Program

Also, HIS PROGRAM IS OUR PRO​GRAM.  Jesus Christ has a program.  There is no doubt about it.  He laid it out for His disciples. He told them in no uncertain terms what to do before they left this world. He went back to heaven and left a job for them to do​---a job that He had been doing. "As the Father sent Me, even so send I YOU," was His Word to them in that day, and is His word to us today. Jesus Christ has a program for this world, a program for His disciples, His fol​lowers. What is it? Jesus Christ's pro​gram for us TODAY is for EACH of us to give a personal witness to this lost world for HIM. Jesus went about doing good He went about witnessing.  He was a faithful witness, touching lives everywhere He went. He spoke to men. He forgave their sins. He saves their souls. He told them how to ob​tain eternal life. He went about doing the work of God. His purpose then is our purpose now‑--to reach this world of lost souls and save as many as we

can! That is His program for you and for me and for everyone who names His Name.

Friends, we HAVE FAILED the Lord Jesus Christ! I tell young people up and down the land that this generation HAS FAILED THE LORD, and it certainly has failed the Lord. He says, "Ye shall be my witnesses." How many of us ever witness for the Lord Jesus Christ? Listen: our program is DIVINE, and yet our passion is such that we have to PLEAD for half of our church members to attend worship even once on the LORD'S DAY! If one third of the church membership, after much high pressure preaching, are persuaded to give a tenth of their income to the LORD we count it success! No wonder it takes TWENTY‑FIVE such "Christians" TWELVE MONTHS to win ONE PERSON to Christ! Let me repeat that: it takes twenty‑five such Christians one solid year to win just ONE SOUL to the Lord Jesus Christ. That is a SHAMEFUL THING. We have FAILED OUR LORD!

His program is to give His Message TO EVERY SOUL. " Go into all the WORLD and preach the Gospel," is His command to you, and His command to me. It is His purpose for us. Listen, this isn't just for the preacher of your church. It isn't just for some missionary in a far‑off land. JESUS CHRIST GAVE THAT COMMAND TO YOU AND TO ME! That command is to every man and woman, boy and girl, who name the Name of Christ. "YE," He said, "shall be My witnesses." "In Jerusalem, in Samaria, in Judea, and unto the uttermost parts of the earth." That is what Jesus Christ said, and He hasn't any other program. If we fail in this, there is no other plan.

I don't believe for a single moment that it is the will of Christ that millions go on living without even HEARING HIS NAME. I think it is the failure of US WHO NAME THE NAME OF THE LORD JESUS, that there are millions living in the world today‑--living and dy​ing without ever hearing His Name!  Without having heard the Gospel one time! Without having the chance to

accept Him as their Saviour! Without any knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ! It is not His will that we keep

our mouths closed and fail to witness of Him to others. It is not His will that it takes twenty‑five Christians one long year to win ONE SOUL to Christ. No, not His will. In the early church, the Lord added to the church daily, but He did it through the red‑hot, burning, blistering testimony of those who had love in their hearts FOR THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. They had courage!  They weren't cowards. They witnessed for Him! And that is still His program.

He has no other program

The other day I heard a great preacher, and he gave this illustration that I want to pass on to you now. It burned in my soul! He told about the old days of the Roman Empire and the great Roman armies. He told about Julian the Apostate who was the one who sent out the order that the Emperor should be worshipped.

In one of the great companies of the Roman Legion, there were forty Christians. The captain gave them time to adjure Jesus Christ, to renounce their faith in Christ and worship the Emperor. They refused to do it. "We worship CHRIST ALONE," they said. The captain gave them more time, because they were the best men in his company. But still they refused. Finally, when the captain found that they were adamant, they were going to hold steadfastly to their faith in Christ, he ordered them stripped of their garments, and to walk out on the ice, into the night, to their death. They had to reject Christ and bow to the Emperor, OR DIE.

Those men stripped of their clothes, joined hands. They walked out across the ice, into the night, SINGING about Christ. They went farther. The captain heard their voices coming back, fainter and fainter and fainter, as the men died, frozen to death, one by one.

Finally, only one voice was left, and that voice was no longer singing. A man came stumbling back out of the night, one out of those forty Christians, and he denied Jesus Christ and chose to worship the Emperor, unwilling to die for Christ.

As he fell at the feet of the captain, the captain spurned him, refused him, and kicked him, as unworthy of those men who went out into the night to die!  Then the captain stripped himself of his own robes, and walked out into the night, SINGING of his faith in the

LORD JESUS CHRIST! He marched out to die with the thirty‑nine, to TAKE THE PLACE of the one who had FAILED CHRIST.

I said, GREAT GOD! WHERE ARE CHRISTIANS TODAY?

The Lord is not calling on us to die for Him today, as He did in the olden days, but He is calling us to LIVE for Him! Sometimes I think it might be easier to DIE for Him than to live before a godless world THE REAL, VITAL, SPIRITUAL, WITNESSING, POWERFUL, SOUL‑SAVING, SINCONDEMNING, CHRIST‑HONORING LIFE, that He intends for every one of us to live! We are to carry the Light, a burning light in the night, pointing men to Christ!

THAT IS HIS PROGRAM.

Power

Now the third thing: HIS POWER IS OUR POWER. You say, "Preacher, it's humanly impossible!" You're right. The real, burning testifying Christian life that accomplishes things for God and saves souls and condemns sin and snatches precious souls out of Hell---the REAL Christian life---is absolutely impossible in our own strength. But it is not impossible to Jesus, and He offers us the POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, to accomplish His will, to give us courage to testify for Him.

One hundred and twenty believers waited in the Upper Room ten days.  They had heard of His Plan. They

heard of His Program. They had seen His passion. Finally the Holy Ghost came upon them and they were

changed from cowards into courageous CHRISTIANS! They went out from that place to turn Jerusalem and the Roman Empire upside down for the Lord Jesus Christ! The Holy Ghost had come upon them.

The Lord's Word to us today is, "All power is given unto Me in heaven and in earth. Go ye, therefore, "in MY POWER, in MY COURAGE, in MY STRENGTH, to do this task that otherwise is IMPOSSIBLE. I will operate, through you. I will think My thoughts through you. I will speak My words through you. I will move through your hands and feet to a lost world. Winning souls here and winning souls there.” THAT IS WHAT A CHRISTIAN IS‑--A PERSON INDWELT BY CHRIST. A Christian moves across the scene of this life, winning souls to Christ, indwelt by Christ's Own Holy Spirit. Impossible? Yes, impossible in our own strength, but POSSIBLE if you KNOW JESUS CHRIST! POSSIBLE if you are ONE WITH CHRIST!

George Whitfield, the famous English evangelist, cried out, "Oh, Lord, give me souls or take MY soul!" He had the Passion of Christ. He carried out the Program of Christ. He had POWER of Christ to win souls.

You may not be a Whitfield. You may not be a preacher of the Gospel. You may not be a leader. Your name may never make religious headlines. But you can be a success for Christ, if you have the passion of Christ and are carrying out the program of Christ, by yielding to His Spirit to do what He TELLS YOU TO D0.

Do you want this ONENESS with Christ? Then go to the Lord Jesus Christ your Saviour, and surrender your heart to Him, to be your MASTER, and He will change your life! He will live through you and you will be a REAL WITNESS for Him. Will you do it?
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