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Hebrews 11:6

I am reading from Hebrews, chapter eleven, verse six.

"Without faith it is impossible to please God. For he that cometh to God must believe that He is and is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him."

Let me call your attention to the fact that FAITH is a necessity in this daily life. When I get on the plane to fly to some distant city, I put all my trust and confidence in the pilot sitting at the controls. I don't sit back there holding on to the edge of the seat wor​rying whether or not I will arrive safe​ly. I trust the pilot. I HAVE TO TRUST. Or when I get on a train to go to some distant meeting, I go to sleep at night as I make that overnight trip. I have full confidence that I will arrive safely. My confidence is in the engineer. 

And so it is, friends, in other phases of life. When a young man marries a young woman, there is a mutual faith, a mutual trust. There would be no marriages at all if you didn't trust someone enough to marry them. Much of our living involves this confidence in others, trusting oth​ers. Human life on earth is a society and we cannot get along without trust​ing our fellowmen. We cannot live a​lone as individuals; we must live with other people.

Now in the matter of souls, God says that without confidence in Him there will be no salvation. If we trust our human, failing loved ones, can we not trust Almighty God? God asks of us the same confidence that we give our loved ones here on earth, and even strangers, like the pilot or the engineer. That is what God wants us to do a​bout His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.

We are to come to Christ, trusting Him, putting all our confidence in Him as our personal Saviour and as our Lord. Christ went to Calvary and paid His Blood for our entrance into Heaven, and God says we are simply to trust Him to do it. We are to leave it up to Him entirely, and cease our striving, but trust Him to take us Home. Christ will do it. That is His business. Our business is to trust; His business is to take us safely to our destination. He Himself paid the fare, and He Himself is at the controls. There isn't any doubt but that Christ will take us safely Home!

Now WITHOUT faith and trust and confidence and reliance upon God and His Christ, IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO PLEASE GOD. From this passage we learn two things.

Believe That God Is

First, we must believe that God IS.  We must believe in His existence. "Oh," you may say, "I believe in God." Well, maybe you do and maybe you don't.  So many people show by their actions that they DO NOT BELIEVE. If a person actually believes that there is a LIVING GOD, watching his every movement, that person will live differently! You can say all you please that you believe in God, but if your life is not conforming to His will, I know your belief is not real, for it is not touching your life. Your belief is not affecting your manner of living. It is a false profession. Many a man says, "I believe in God," while his life shows that he does not believe in God. No man can believe in a God Who is watching him day and night, and keep on in sin! No man can believe in a God Who gave His Son to bring him to Heaven, and not do something about it! The real believer in God will yield to Him, yield to Christ. How about you? Do you really believe in God? And are you proving it by living a life well pleasing to Him? Listen, we must all COME TO HIM, IN FAITH, BELIEVING THAT HE IS.

Believe That He Rewards

Second, we must believe that God is good; that He blesses those that seek Him. We must believe not only that He IS, but that He is the Rewarder of them that diligently seek Him.

Now the Greek word for "diligently seek Him" means to "seek Him out." You and I must seek Him to find Him! Why? Because the HIDING is in our own hearts! If He is not real to us, it is because of something in our own souls! Now God isn't hidden, but we must seek Him to find Him. We must become still before Him. We must reverently be looking for Him. in prayer, in the reading of His Word, in His House and in our service. You will find God, you will find Him without question if you diligently seek Him! Until a man does believe in the existence of God and that He is a rewarder of them that seek Him, that man does not have saving faith.

Faith About Universe

Faith in God solves the riddle of the universe, the riddle of creation. "Through faith, we understand that the worlds were framed by the Word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear."

Now that means that everything we see was created by God. Here is a table before me. Men made this table. But Who created the tree from which this table was built? A carpenter does not create the wood; he constructs something out of it. Creating is the prerogative of God: Only God can create. Everything we see in its natural existence came from the creative hand of God! Man must believe that, or come to a dead‑end street.

A visitor, walking out of a famous Planetarium, said to a friend, "There is more than chance behind all that! There is a Mind." This man had been studying the universe, and he had gone to see through giant telescopes the stars and planets and great constellations when his startled eyes penetrated the myriads of stars in the heavens, he left with a sense of awe in his soul, at the tremendous creation of God!

Any thinking person knows that mere chance did not cause all that. Chance did not create the universe. Chance did not bring this tremendous clockwork into being. THERE IS A GOD. There is a Great Mind back of all the universe. Man can't get rid of GOD! The man in the Planetarium called this cause a MIND; the believer calls Him GOD.

So FAITH deals with the unseen world: God, Christ, Heaven, the Angels. God Himself tells us that He was the One Who created the wind and the rain and the sunshine and everything good we enjoy. God started it all. Where does the wind come from? Nobody knows. It comes out of the unseen and stirs the branches of the trees. But how many people today are like the little boy who thought the branches created the wind! So it is with this matter of faith.

One time a man became a humble believer just from thinking and reasoning about the New Testament. He said, "Where does the Power of the New Testament come from? Is it something about the Book itself, the cold, black type? Is it the presses on which it is printed? What is behind the marvel of the power and influence of the New Testament? A New Testament in the hands and minds of a heathen people will make them give up their sin, put on clothing, change their heathen actions. How can you account for the influence of this Book?

The influence is unseen. It is spiritual. An unread Bible blesses nobody. An unread Bible is no different from any other printed book. It must be READ to have its effect. But oh, friends, when you do come to it and read it! There is an unseen Power in that cold, black type. The Power in it is warm, living, life changing, life‑giving, benevolent, good! It inevitably brings about GOODNESS. There is a spiritual Power that emanates from no other book on earth. It cannot be denied. Unseen, but vitally real in effect.

Faith, friends, deals with an unseen God. We have never seen God, but we know that He is. Some people don't believe in the Gospel of John. But listen. I walk into a room where a loved one is dying. Round about are the weeping family. I pick up this precious Bible and turn to the Gospel of John, and I begin to read: "Let not your heart be troubled. Ye believe in God, believe also in Me." The sobs increase a little. "In my Father's House are many mansions. If it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again." The sobs cease, comfort comes, blessing comes. 

The grieving loved ones are able to bear the burden. They are able to take the sorrow. Now what had happened? Was it the printing? Was it the book? Was it the visible pages? No, it was a spiritual Power coming from an unseen world. It was Comfort and Hope and Blessing coming from the very Heart of God. His Heart is in this Blessed Book! He Himself speaks in this Book. We can't get around it, we can't fail to see it. This Book deals with the Unseen. It deals with the Future. And if we are wise, we will read it and believe it. And oh, how it does CHANGE a man! The New Testament does something to the heart, and outlook, and life.

Someone said, "Creation was mat​ter and motion, moved by blind neces​sity." Well, that doesn't satisfy me. Nor will it satisfy anybody. And CHRISTIANITY cannot be explained as "matter and motion moved by blind necessity." That isn't the answer. I go back, back, back, to Moses who wrote, "IN THE BEGINNING GOD CREATED THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH." There I am satisfied. Back of it all is GOD.

Who can "explain" Christ, His in​fluence and His Power? How could a mere peasant man in Galilee, a despis​ed Jew, finally hanged as a felon, in​fluence the history of the world unto this very hour? For everything good in the world comes from Christ. You say, "But this is a bad world." That's true. But it would be a hopeless, cursed world if it weren't for the in​fluence of Jesus Christ! Everything with which America is blessed today (and she is the most blessed nation in the world) has come from Christ and the New Testament. They are the blessings of the Christ of God! That fact cannot be denied by any thinking person.

I defy anyone to remove the Christ from history and prove that this world would be anything but CHAOS! Take Him out, I tell you, and this world would be Hell!

Now FAITH in the UNSEEN Christ is the only way. It does something to a man. An American sergeant was captured by the Japs and cruelly tor​tured. He was in the hands of men who were wicked, mean, vile. But did he come out bitter? Did he come out with hatred toward them? No. He said, "Those people are just ignorant. They have not had the same chance I have had. They've never known CHRIST! They don't know anything about faith in Him! I'm going back to take them the Gospel of the Son of God. That is what they need." That boy trained to be a missionary and he went back to people who had tortured him. Can anything but Christ make a man so love his enemies?

"Hate your enemies," is the doctrine of this world. "Love your enemies," is the doctrine of Christ. That, for one thing, is why Jesus Christ came up​on this earth. He came to bring that to our hearts. Now as I come to the close of this message, I am asking you: Do you BELIEVE in God? Without faith it is impossible to please God. You can't be saved, you can't come to Heaven, until you believe that God IS, and until you believe He is the reward​er of those that seek Him diligently. You must realize that you are living BEFORE HIM everyday, and that noth​ing matters but to be right with God and to get ready to MEET HIM. Seek Him diligently, with all your heart, in the study of His Word, in the House of God, in Christian service, in prayer. IF YOU DO IT, YOU'LL FIND HIM! You will find faith. You will find the knowledge of Him. You will find peace, and joy and eternal life.

May not one of you come down to death's door WITHOUT THAT EXPERIENCE. It is necessary that you find Him, and have faith in Him, if you are ever to enter the portals of heaven and walk the golden streets at the end of life's short day.

Will you bow your head this moment, and say, "Lord Jesus, I WILL trust Thee. I DO NOW put my confidence in Thee that Thou alone wilt bring me to Heaven. I put my trust in Thee right now as my own personal Saviour. Will you do it?
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